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PREFATORY NOTE 


The number of important letters of Richard Henry 
Lee that could be collected from scattered and widely 
separated sources, such as are noted in the preface to 
the first volume of this edition, has exceeded the 
editor’s expectation. More than 540 letters of Lee’s 
authorship have been printed in these two volumes, 
the present volume containing over 290 letters written 
during the last fifteen years of his life, 1779-1794. 

Besides Lee’s active service as Member of Congress, 
Virginia Assemblyman, President of Congress, and first 
United States Senator from Virginia during this period 
so important in American political and constitutional 
development, he maintained a correspondence still 
more extensive apparently than before. He added 
some threescore persons, many of whom were con- 
spicuous in home and foreign affairs, to the ten or 
more prominent public men he had retained from 
among the correspondents of the earlier time. 

The letters disclose the inner workings of Congress 
and abundantly show Lee’s continued devotion to the 
cause of independence and to the union of the states 
under the Confederation, for both of which he had 
moved in Congress in 1776. Even while in the Vir- 
ginia Assembly he kept national ends in mind, and 
like Jefferson had a vision of the West. He pressed 
his state for a cession of her claims to the lands be- 
yond the Ohio that Maryland might accede to the 
Union, and that there might be a national domain 
from which new states could be created. 
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PREFATORY NOTE 

Lee gives very different reasons from those some- 
times assigned for his declining the proffered honor 
of representing his state in the Federal Convention. 
Suggestions also to its delegates, such as, “that the 
right of making paper money shall be exclusively 
vested in Congress,” indicate his desire to aid their 
work. Later he expressed the belief that “ a practical 
improvement of our federal Constitution” would come 
from the Convention, and of the plan it produced 
he wrote, “ This Constitution has a great many excel- 
lent regulations in it, and if it could be reasonably 
amended would be a fine system.” 

The proposals for amendment that Lee made to 
Congress when it was considering the Constitution 
are here (pp. 442 0.-444 n -) printed for the first time 
from an original draft found in the interesting Shippen 
Collection. During the struggle for ratification he 
was urging adoption of the Constitution with amend- 
ments, and opposing the proposals for rejection and 
a new convention. He sought his appointment to 
the United States Senate that he might fight for his 
cherished “ Bill of Rights ” and other amendments. 

Lee’s interest in foreign relations was keen, and it is 
appropriate that the final letter of the volume should 
be to Washington, approving his policy of neutrality 
and peace. 

Gratefully the editor acknowledges his obligation to 
those mentioned in the preface of the first volume for 
past and continued aid to his work. Appreciation 
and thanks are also expressed to Professor George 
Petrie, Dean of the Alabama Polytechnic Institute, 
to Dr. Charles O. Paullin of the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington, and to Mr. Joseph Sabin of New York 
for suggesting or presenting additional letters of Lee. 

It is also a pleasure to say that especially is the 
editor indebted to Mrs. Charles E. Rieman, chairman 
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of the Publication Committee, Mrs. William Ruffin 
Cox, president, Mrs. Charles R. Miller, secretary, and 
the other officers and members of the National So- 
ciety of the Colonial Dames of America for providing 
the agency and the funds for the publication of this 
volume. 

For description of the sources of the collection, of 
abbreviations, and of the general plan of the editing, 
the preface to Volume I. should be consulted. 

J. C. B. 

University of Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia, March 21, 1914. 
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THE LETTERS OF 
RICHARD HENRY LEE 


TO [FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE] 1 

Chantilly Jan. io. 1779. 

My dear Brother, 

Since I wrote you by last Post, I have sustained a 
very severe fit of gout, brought on I imagine by the 
sudden change of weather lately from warm to Snow & 
frost. The swelling and inflamation of my foot now 
abates, so that I expect to be with you, as Merchants 
say, in all this month. At least my best endeavors 
shall not be wanting for this purpose. In my inter- 
vals of pain I have employed myself in looking over 
the numerous letters I had received since May last 
from our brothers, and which the pressure of public 
business at Congress prevented me from properly 
attending to. Thus whilst some, interest alone upon 
public duty, suffer not inferior considerations to inter- 
rupt them ; others, bent on private views of emolument 
and advancement, are endeavoring to raise themselves 
on the general ruin. Careless of the latter if the for- 
mer can be obtained. Besides the Gazette publication. 
Ml Deane, it seems, had a thousand hand bills struck 
off) the better to dispose of his infamous Libel both 
against Congress and our family. 

1 Ms. copy. Virginia Historical Society, Lee Transcripts, V. 47. 

VOL. 11 — B 
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There was a man seen passing Nomony ferry lately 
with one of them in his hand, and I have been well 
informed that great care has been taken to place them 
in proper hands for adding to false and wicked innu- 
endo, additional false and wicked suggestions. I send 
you inclosed a letter that I lately received from our 
York written by a brave, sensible and honest Whig. 
Col. Marshall sent me the Magazine on account of 
the curious paragraph contained in it, (and which is 
sent you,) and to show the greedy swallowers of News- 
paper accounts how little faith is to be put on many of 
them. The industry practised in circulating this scan- 
dalous libel, confirms the old opinion that wickedness 
is ever more industrious than virtue. The latter trust- 
ing to its own intrinsic worth, the former depending 
for success upon activity, art and imposition. 

We sometimes have handbills published to notify 
some great victory obtained over the enemies of our 
Country, but when have we taken pains to have them 
penetrate every part of the U. S. ? 

On Eagles wings invidious scandals fly. 

Whilst virtuous actions are but born and die. 

You have inclosed, copy of a letter from W. L. dated 
Paris July 31 st which, with Ross’s letter to Deane, a 
copy of which you have already, and Mr Lee’s letter 
to Congress read last Oct. or Nov. do most clearly 
refute that part of the Libel which suggests culpable 
inactivity to Commercial business, arising from appre- 
hensions of private injury — And the letter from Ross 
shews that Deane knew this inactivity arose from an- 
other cause than what he has suggested. Mr. Deane 
knows also, that the causes of not going sooner to 
Vienna arose from many wise and solid reasons of 
most public nature and not from what he has again in 
this instance suggested. The political wisdom of ap- 
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plying to Vienna & Berlin was known to Congress, 
bat the particular temper of these Courts not under- 
stood when they appointed a commissioner to go 
thither. 

When W? Lee returned from Nantes to Paris in 
Oct. (for in his letter of the 7 l . h he says, I am just 
returned here from Nantes) and reef his appointment 
of Commissioner, the return of Dr. Lee from Berlin 
with a true knowledge of the then temper of that 
Court (see the Dr's account of his negotiations at 
Berlin to Congress) made it evident beyond a doubt 
that pressing our affairs there, would rather irritate 
than accelerate — The Prussian Minister having de- 
clared that they must wait until France & Spain 
had taken decisive steps — In the mean time Mf T. 
Morris died, and Mr Deane himself signed a request 
to the Court to have the papers of Mr Morris put 
into M* W“ Lee's hands, and was, with the other 
Commissioners of opinion that Mr Lee ought to 
return to Nantes and arrange the pub. Commercial 
affairs before he set out for Vienna — When Mr 
Lee returned a second time from Nantes, he was 
compelled to wait the conclusion of affairs with the 
Court of France, to get the necessary papers for the 
better execution of his business, and also the requi- 
site sum for defraying his expenses — 

The latter Mr. Deane was particularly concerned 
in withholding, under pretext of no orders, and yet 
knowing all these things he would impose on the 
public a belief that private motives kept Mr Lee 
quiet. 

Mr. Deane in his Narrative verbal (notes of 
which many as well as myself took) informed Con- 
gress that Cunningham had orders to sail North 
about to America, that his people mutinied and 
compelled him to take prizes — Is this a reason for 
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those Vessels continuing so long to cruise on the 
French & Spanish Coasts, the prizes to be con- 
signed to private hands, and the Vessels at last sold 
without order of Congress to private use? — 

Looking over a paper sent me by Dr. Lee which 
is titled “ Estimate d’c ” I find that in order to quiet 
doubts about the expenditure of the public money, 
this paper contains on the debtor side all the large 
stores ordered by Congress, tho a fiftieth part was 
never sent, a heavy charge for the Ship built in Hol- 
land altho that Ship was taken off our hands and her 
cost paid by the Court, yet no credit appears. I wish 
we could see, and public justice demands it sh’ d be 
produced, an exact account with vouchers, of the goods 
really shipped for pub. use and when & where by Mr. 
Deane's order ; the real expences incurred properly on 
account of the public, and then credit given for all the 
monies received on loan, for Prizes, and when Mr. 
Deane has received it, for Cargoes sent. The pretense 
is that he come suddenly away, and his accounts not 
redered — But the fact is indubitable that Mr. Lee 
frequently applied for a settlement, long before any 
account of Mr. Dean’s recall, and it was as uniformly 
evaded, and was the true and only cause of this accu- 
mulated enmity against him. 

With regard to Mr. Deane’s numerous assertions, 
most certainly, every candid Man will demand other 
proof than his ipse dixit. It is curious enough to see 
this Libel criminating Dr. Lee for an ostentatious dis- 
play of his commission, and Mf W® Lee for cautiously 
concealing his. How is this Man to be pleased, if you 
say nothing he blames, if you say anything he cen- 
sures ! After all the common practise here takes 
place — To avoid the settlement of his own Accounts, 
he means to turn all attention to Objects different and 
of his own Creation — 
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* * * 1 I hope Congress will be better Huntsmen 
than to be thus eluded — 

Col. Mason left me two days ago and is gone below 
the ferry, he returns here three days hence. The only 
Taylor we have here, and he a crazy one, has assured 
me that my cloaths shall be ready on the 20- Our love 
to M 1 ? Lee, the Shippens, and best respects to my 
worthy friends in Congress. 

No letters or papers from Congress these two last 
Posts, a third day will arrive 2 days hence — 

The Post has never come in — 

Sincerely Yours. 


TO [THE EDITOR OF THE VIRGINIA GAZETTE] 2 
MR. PURDIE \_Circ. January 19, 1779] 

Sir, 

It is expected by the public that you will comply with 
your promise of publishing impartially the papers on 
both sides in Mr. Deanes controversy. If none but the 
collections of Mr. Deanes Tory friends and Mercantile 
Abettors are to appear before the public it is impossible 
that a fair and honest judgment can be formed. By 
particular desire you published in your Gazette of 
Jan? 22 a piece signed Senex, but you have never fa- 
vored the the public with a complete and sensible answer 
to Senex published also in the Pennsylvania Packet. 
Perhaps you nfcver received the latter, when you do, 
you will shew a candid character by publishing it, as well 
as all 3 the other pieces that have been written on this 


1 An unimportant sentence is here omitted. 

2 A. dr. L. University of Virginia, Lee Papers, No. 275. En- 
dorsed by Lee, “ Answer to Senex.’ ’ 

3 The word “ in ” is here erased. 

S 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 


occasion. In the meantime, be so kind as to commu- 
nicate thro your useful paper the following answer to 
Senex, which I pledge the reputation of an honest man 
to be the truth, 
i Question 

The first question of Senex is, “ Whether Mr. 
Arthur Lee is, or is not, Commissioner both to the 
Courts of Versailles and Madrid” 

Answer NO. 

i & . question 

Whether he was not an intimate acquaintance of Dr 
Berkenhout Corresponded with him on subjects of a 
political nature during M r Lees residence at Paris, and 
gave him letters of Introduction to his brother the hon. 
R. H. Lee ? 

Answer 

Mr. R. H. Lee has already answered the latter part 
of this question in the most positive manner NO — 
And for the former part, it is incumbent on Senex to 
prove that being an intimate Acquaintance with Dr Ber- 
kenhout was blameable, he should prove also that Dr Lee 
corresponded with Dr Berkenhout on political subjects, 
and that this political correspondence contained in it 
anything criminal. Otherwise a just 1 and a candid 
Man, would suppose, until the contrary was proved, 
that Dr Berkenhout was not an unworthy Acquaint- 
ance, and that, as Dr. Lee had displayed the strongest 
attachments to America his native Country, and had 
most ably supported its cause by his writings ; if such 
a correspondence had existed that it was not only in- 
nocent but laudable. 3 ? question — Whether Mr W5? 
Lee is, or is not, commissioner to the Courts of Vienna 
and Berlin, and commercial Agent for the Congress in 
Europe ? 2 Mr Lees letter to his friend in Congress 

1 Substituted for “reasonable ” erased. 

2 The words “ No, he is not Com ” are here erased. 

6 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 

date Nov! 24, 1777 from Paris will give to this ques- 
tion the following decisive Ans. 1 

Answer — “ In fact the public business in this Country 
has been, & is likely to continue in Strange disorder 
nor is it likely to mend until the Secret Committee con- 
fine all their Mercantile business to their Mercantile 
Agent and keep the Commissioners to their Political 
duty which may be neglected from too much attention to 
private schemes of Commerce on public funds , and con- 
temptible private jobs — I am now out of the question , 
therefore cannot be charged with partiality in my advice 
— I shall from henceforth take my leave of this depart- 
ment , , keeping my attention entirely confined to the charge 
which is committed to my care ” 

The truth is, that Mf Lee understood, as did every- 
body else, that his political superseeded his Com- 
mercial appointment — The reason was evident — The 
scene of commerce was in France, that of politics far 
Qff in Germany, It is also true, that altho Mf W- 
Lee had thus in Novf as he expresses it, [ <c ] taken his 
leave of the Commercial department ” yet the Com- 
missioners at Paris, whom were directed to furnish 
him with copies of the treaties to propose to Vienna 
and Berlin, delaying to do this, 2 and other political ob- 
structions intervening to stay Mf Lees journey 
north, until the death of Mf Tho? Morris, the then 
surviving Com! Agent in France, obliged Mr. Lee to 
visit Nantes before he left France to put the pub. 
affairs in some order for which purpose Mr. Deane 
as well as the other Commissioners solicited & ob- 
taind a royal order to put the papers of Mr. Morris 

1 The eight words preceding are substituted for €t answer this ques- 
tion’ ’ erased. The letter was printed in the Virginia Gazette with 
several omissions and variations and one important addition which is 
noted. 

y The words €t until the” are here erased. 
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into the hands of Mf Lee — Whilst Mr Lee was at 
Nantes he appointed Merchants of unquestioned 
reputation and fortune in the respective ports to 
do 1 the public business , 2 at each of them, until the 
pleasure of Congress should be known — This done, 
he returned to Paris, and thence to Vienna — Ml 
Williams was not an Agent appointed by Congress 
or its Committee, therefore his Commission is not 
known here. And you Senex with Mf Deane best 
know whether Mf Dean is not concerned in trade 
with Mr. Williams 3 — That Mf Lee made such con- 

!The six preceding words are substituted for “to do, what little 
business was to be ’ ’ which Lee erased. 

2 The words “at the respective” are here erased. 

3 The text printed in the Virginia Gazette has instead of the preced- 
ing sentence the following : “ Mr. Deane appointed Mr, Williams, 
praises him, and has put large sums of public money into the hands 
of this young man, I understand about a million of livres. In a letter 
from Mr. Williams to Mr. Deane, dated Nantes, March 26, 1778 
(a copy of which I have seen) Mr. Williams says, c My connection with 
you being known.' Will you, Senex, or your friend Mr. $, Deane 
explain what this connection means ? Or it may be supposed, con- 
sidering your friend’s turn for commerce, to be a commercial connection. 
In the same letter to Mr. Deane, Mr. Williams writes, “ I received 
your favor of the 21st. instant, and observe that my draughts will con- 
tinue to be accepted . It would be less troublesome to you, and most 
beneficial to my credit, if you would give Mr. Grand a general appro- 
bation ; for [if] every draught is' to lie unaccepted till Mr. G. can have 
an opportunity of presenting them to you, the holder will not have a 
very good opinion of my solidity, and Mr. G., I suppose, will not in 
future accept till after the bills are presented, for he has written I 
suppose a dozen times to me desiring your approbation of what has 
already been drawn over the established credit I am unacquainted 
with Mr. Williams, but I am told he is a young man. Whether 
young or old, it does not seem modest in him to desire leave to draw 
on the public treasure at will, and that his draughts shall be accepted, 
without presentation, by the banker with whom was deposited all the 
money of the United States in France. As you are fond of questions, 
Senex, let me ask you, and you may inquire of your friend, Mr. 
Deane, what share he had in the large cargo of cloths imported into 
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tracts with the Agents as M r Deane mentions no 
candid Man will believe until Mr. Deane produces 
proofs because he professes that he is writing against 
Men whom he calls his enemies — If friendship for 
the public is enmity to M! Dean these gentlemen 
are not to blame for it — They contend for the settle- 
ment of the public accounts that it may be clearly seen 
how the public treasure has been expended. 

The next question concerning A. 1 — 

4- Question — Whether this Gentleman did not, since 
his appointment to Offices of public trust under the 
United States, hold his Office of Alderman in the City 
of London, and whether he does not still hold that 
Office. 

Ansf Mr W- Lee is a native of Virg a . The bulk of 
his fortune, and that not inconsiderable is in Virginia. — 
He Sir is known both in America & London to have 
been the firm invariable friend of America and Op- 
poser of the British measures — He was an Alderman of 
London, which place and his Aldermanship he quitted 
with all possible dispatch as soon as he knew his 
Country had occasion for his services on the Continent 
of Europe — In the same Vol where Senex and his 
party find Mr Lee an Alderman of London, he may 
find Dunmore Govr of Virginia, Tryon of New York, 
Martin of N. Carolina But the ideas of Whiggism 2 

Charles-town by Mr. Bromfield ? I fear, Senex , that notwithstand- 
ing the old name you have assumed, that you possess the follies of 
youth, which is certainly the season for credulity. Confidence is a 
plant of slow growth in an aged bosom, therefore you should have 
balanced a little before you gave into such implicit belief of all the 
wonderful things Mr. Deane has said of himself. You will do well 
to advise your friend to observe the Spanish Proverb for the future, 

‘ that he who lives in a glass house, should not begin to throw stones.’ 

x Two illegible words and the following, “is if possible more 
radical than the rest 9 5 are here erased. 

2 The words “ Whiggism & 99 are inserted above the line. 
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& justice which govern Senex & his party incline 
them to condemn the friends of America for the publi- 
cations of the Common enemy; it is to be presumed 
that the free and virtuous Citizens of America enter- 
tain very different ideas of justice. They will con- 
sider the characters of Men, not by what the enemy 
publish, or a factious junto, but will let them stand or 
fall in their opinion by facts clearly proved, and not 
by malicious suppositions, suggestions and dark in- 
nuendos — If the Servants of the public are to be con- 
demned in this manner, if such little Maneouvres are to 
destroy the reputation of Men who came into their 
Countries cause from the beginning & have been among 
the foremost in supporting it — If such shall be the case, 
I fear Virtue will retire, and the public affairs be con- 
ducted by Men whose councils will tread back with great 
quickness those steps to glorious independence which 
the characters now abused have trodden with so much 
uniformity. 

Before I conclude I must observe that Dr Franklin 
was appointed in the winter of 1776 Commissioner for 
Spain, and continued in his appointment for France at 
the same time. That in the summer following, Con- 
gress being informed by the Comrs that they had 
agreed Dr. Lee sh? go to Spain, and that he was 
actually gone there, the like powers were sent to him 
that were formerly sent to Dr. Franklin. When the 
conclusions of the Alliance had finished the business 
of the Commissioners in France, Congress appointed 
Df Franklin Minister Plenepotentiary to France, which 
most effectually superseded all former commissions as 
well to Mr Adams as to D r Lee. And this was done 
sometime before Mr. D? publications and not unknown 
to him it is presumed, as it was generally known in 
Philadelphia. What now Senex must the honest and 
candid part of the world think of you and your friend 
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for thus attempting to impose upon the “free and 
virtuous Citizens of 1 America ” ? 

Detector. 


TO SILAS DEANE 2 

To Mr Silas Deane [ Circ . January 22 1779.] 

As you and your party have thought proper, to call 
the Public attention to your sufferings and your doings, 
I suppose you mean that a fair and full investigation 
of both these should take place. This, indeed, is ren- 
dered the more necessary, as you have charged the Rep- 
resentatives of the United States with shutting their 
ears against you, and as you have endeavored to injure 
the reputations of men, who have been thought by the 
Whiggish part of their country to have deserved well 
of the Public, by an early and active support of the 
American cause, against our cruel enemies. You ought 
to have considered, that the virtuous citizens of America, 
— among whom I will not class the Tories, who are, 
I am well informed, with you to a man, — could not in 
reason or in justice be pleased with such a procedure, 
unless you adduced the clearest proofs in support of 
plain and substantial charges : that the industrious cir- 
culation of a thousand hand bills, besides Gazette Pub- 
lications, gave your conduct much more the air of 
faction, and design to create division, than to serve the 
Public cause. You will find before I have done with 
you, that my materials are good, and that I have taken 
pains to be well informed. We will begin with the 
time when your patriotic countrymen thought proper 
to remove you from Congress, because then your sup- 
posed sufferings and doings commenced. Were you 

1 The words “ America the United Sta 99 are here erased. 

2 A. dr. L. University of Virginia, Lee Papers. Presented by 
Mr. Worthington C. Ford. The letter is signed “ Economist.” 
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not bound on a Voyage to France in the spring of the 
year 177 6, on private speculations of your own ? Then 
you were taken into employment by two Committees 
of Congress, for one of which you were to purchase 
some goods, and to receive for and transmit to the 
other such political intelligence as you might be able 
to collect in consequence of letters you carried from 
that Committee or some of its Members, and you were 
authorized to procure four able Engineers. 

We are told by yourself and your party that you 
were ignorant of the Language, unacquainted with the 
manners and customs of the Country, or the politics 
of the Court, an entire stranger without funds even 
for your support, opposed by the interest and lies of 
the British Ambassador, and by the bad success of our 
arms, and the want of Intelligence, yet that your great 
talents and powerful negotiation procured those large 
supplies of military stores that arrived in the spring 
of 1777. This tale might possibly have succeeded in 
times of antient superstition, but it will meet with few 
of credulity enough to swallow it, in the present age. 
Truth is simple, and will gain more easy belief. The 
justice of our cause had gained us many friends, whilst 
the pride, the abased power and the insolence of G. 
B., had made her many enemies in Europe, and long 
before you arrived there, the most absolute assur- 
ance was given to Dr. Lee in London, that we should 
be supplied to a great amount, and that the supplies 
should come in the very form that they afterwards 
arrived under, and most certainly this would have been 
the case, had you never existed. This the Dr. com- 
municated to Congress in summer of 1776. Yet 
you and your party have given you the whole merit 
of this business, without even assigning any to the 
generous friends that so nobly furnished us. More 
modesty would become you better. 
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Let us now see how you executed the limited in- 
structions of procuring 4 Engineers. You entered into 
written Contracts with a host of Officers, from the 
ensign to the Major General. The expenses, the pay, 
the commands, and the pensions of these gentlemen, 
astonished Congress, enraged the Army, and produced 
a heavy expence for defraying the charges of their re- 
turn to France. And we are now informed, that you 
finally proposed a German Commander in Chief for the 
army ! These things strongly denote that species of 
intoxication which sudden elevation often produces, 
and by the manner in which you have behaved, since 
you returned to America, it appears that sober reason 
has not yet resumed its seat. Your party have endeav- 
ored to gloss these unjustifiable contracts by displaying 
the abilities and worth of these Officers. Admit their 
worth to be as great as you please, is this a reason for 
violating the letter of your instructions. The Congress 
was best qualified to judge how far the particular state 
of our Affairs would suffer the admission of foreign 
officers, however able, and the Congress limited you 
to four Engineers. The next apology is, that it was 
dangerous to offend the great patrons of these officers. 
Both reason and experience destroy this excuse. Rea- 
sonable Men could not be offended with your refusing 
to make breach of positive instructions which might 
involve you in disgrace, them in disappointment, and 
produce the most pernicious consequences in America. 
And accordingly we find no inconvenience arose from 
such refusal after Dr. Franklin and Mr. Lee arrived. 
The manner in which the Army recoiled at these con- 
tracts, rendered it improper, exclusive of other con- 
siderations, to ratify them. The reason assigned by 
Congress in their replies delivered to some of these 
officers reprobating your conduct, rendered your recall 
necessary. This, you know, was the true cause of 
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your return, and not the injurious motives you have 
ascribed to others. It is true that some time after Mr. 
Adams had been appointed your successor, a motion 
was made and carried, for letting you down as easily, 
as the resolution you have published does. 

Let us attend now to another of your doings, or 
rather misdoings, for this had like to have produced 
very serious consequences. Every thinking man will 
immediately discover that it was your bounden cluty to 
secure the favor and friendship of the Court of France, 
by the most scrupulous attention to your conduct. 
The service of your Country demanded it, and the 
clearest policy suggested it. But altho’ you had the 
sense of the Court previously and fully signified, you 
set the Reprisal, the Lexington and the Dolphin, to 
cruise on the English against that sense ; and lastly, you 
caused Cunningham’s Cutters to be fitted out at Dun- 
kirk for the same cruising business, not only against 
the desires of the Court of France, but the express 
orders of the Committee to Mr. Hodge, who was directed 
to lay his letters before you, and follow your advice. 
We will consider this affair of the Cutters with some atten- 
tion, because it is very explanatory of a jobbing character. 
The Committee directed two quick sailing cutters to 
be purchased and sent to America, with stores, and so 
contrived as to be fit for good cruisers on this coast 
afterwards. You was to advise about the execution of 
this business, and how did you do it — Were they ever 
sent here. Were they not made a mixt business of 
public and private concern ? Were not too,ooo livres 
at least of the public money employed in fitting and refit- 
ting them? Were not they sent to cruise first on the 
coast of England, against the desires of France and the 
orders of Congress, instead of bringing stores here for 
the Army ? Did they not offend first the Court of 
France and then the Court of Spain by the prizes they 
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took. — Were not those prizes consigned to private 
hands, first in Europe and then in the West Indies, 
instead of being delivered to the Agents of the U.S. 
in both these places. Have they not finally been sold, 
without public authority, to private use, and has 
the money been brought to the public credit? Has 
not Capt. Cunningham complained for himself and 
his officers at finding themselves changed from public 
officers, as they thought they were, to persons in 
private service ? Answer these questions fully and 
fairly. The Public Interest requires that you should. 
But I suppose it will be said again, that answers to such 
questions will criminate yourself. You and your party 
are not aware how plainly such an objection admits the 
existence of guilt. We are told likewise of the com- 
plimentary letters you have received from Count de 
Yergennes, in the King’s and his own name. When 
you furnish the public with these, will you also publish 
a letter of the same great minister to you, complaining 
in the strongest terms of your conduct in those instances 
I have mentioned, of the Reprisal, Lexington and 
Dolphin, and his letter to Monsieur Grand on the same 
subject, and of the Cutters fitted at Dunkirk? For 
if the compliments paid to an American Commissioner, 
after the American arms had placed our cause on high 
ground, is shewn to procure praise to him, we ought to 
know how the conduct of the same Commissioner had 
liked to have embroiled our officers before success had 
done away his follies there — to call it by no harder 
name. I hope these letters will be published, because 
they prove demonstrably the sense of the Court con- 
cerning your demerits, and also the generous and 
friendly sentiments for America which such ill usage 
on your part could not remove. It is not unknown 
to you what a strong tendency this business had to 
alienate from each other the affections of France and 
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America. The two instances I have mentioned prove 
your unfitness for a political agent, and the last goes 
still further. Superadded to these, your accounts for 
the expenditure of 37 . . . livres, besides prize money, 
have never been exhibited, and you must be conscious 
that the desire of Dr. Lee to have this settlement made 
long before your recall, [though] you evaded it, was 
the original cause of, and has continued, the ill-founded 
quarrel you have instituted against him. 

Yet both public duty and private honor loudly 
called for this settlement. The alliance was a natural 
consequence of the success of our brave Countrymen 
in the field. Yet it appears that you and your party 
would take all merit from these, from the generosity 
of France, and from the Councils of America, in order 
to adorn your brow with this happy event and its 
future consequences. Having considered your doings, 
let me shortly dismiss your sufferings, as the ideal 
nature of them must be very apparent. Consider your 
humble station in your own Country, and then say, if 
you were made to suffer by being translated to the 
elegancies of a refined Capital at the public expense. 
The idea is ridiculous, therefore I have done with it. 

I will now proceed to consider your misrepresenta- 
tions and calumnious innuendos, against the character 
of the gentlemen you have traduced. You say “ I 
was honored with one colleague and saddled with an- 
other.” For shame, Mr. Deane! Reflect on what 
you was, and then determine the propriety of that 
vain expression. “ Saddled ” with Whom ? With a 
man who had acquired reputation in two of the learned 
professions, of fair character, and of an antient and 
honorable family in Virginia, and who had industri- 
ously employed his literary abilities in defending the 
American cause, so as to have acquired the extremest 
hatred and detestation of our enemies ! Who left a 
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situation in which he might have made a rapid fortune 
by practising the law, to serve his country in the station 
Congress had called him to. You mean to insinuate 
that inordinate ambition and undue influence, has 
produced the appointments held by Messrs. Wm. 
and Arthur Lee. You know the contrary and there- 
fore you are the less excusable. I will relate the man- 
ner in which the latter became appointed to the Court 
of Spain. In the winter of ’76 Congress appointed 
Dr. Franklin to be Commissioner for Spain, and, 
being uncertain whether that Court would receive or 
admit the residence of a Commissioner, they continued 
Dr. Franklin a Commissioner to France also. In the 
meantime Dr. Franklin, being unwilling or unable to 
undertake the oppressive business of crossing the 
Pyrenees in the winter season, and you pretending the 
necessity of going to Holland, where you never went, 
both joined in persuading Dr. Lee to go to Spain, 
remaining yourselves in the ease and splendor of 
Paris. Dr. Lee’s zeal in his country’s cause induced 
him to undertake the onerous journey from which you 
shrunk. When your letter informed Congress in the 
summer of 1777 that not Dr. Franklin, but Dr Lee 
had, by your joint advice gone to Spain, it was thought 
expedient to send the same commission to Dr. Lee 
that had before been given to Dr. Franklin, and he 
was continued for France upon the same principle as 
Dr. Franklin had before been. You know that Dr. 
Franklin had been, previously to Dr. Lee, appointed 
both for France and Spain at the same time. Why 
did you conceal this from the public in your account ? 
Because it did not suit your purpose of insinuating 
that ambition and influence joined these appointments 
in Dr. Lee. And for purposes equally honest and 
candid you have assigned other than the right reasons 
for Dr. Lee’s going no further than Burgos. You 
vol. n — c 17 
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know perfectly well that the political situation of that 
Court did not admit of receiving a Commissioner from 
America at Madrid, and even tho’ your “venerable 
colleague” had continued in the appointment, he 
could not have been received at Madrid. Again, to 
save yourselves trouble, you persuaded Dr. Lee to 
travel to Prussia. The same zeal for his country car- 
ried him there also. The British envoy contrived to 
have his doors forced and locks pickt, whilst he was at 
Dinner. You ought not to [have] insinuated this as a 
fault, but have candidly told the manner in which the 
papers were robbed, and the speedy effectual means 
used to recover them before the evil doer could avail 
himself of them. It is certain that Mr. Elliot gained 
no credit by this manoeuvre. And when the time for 
promulgation comes, it will be seen that in both these 
negotiations, Dr Lee accomplished as much as the 
nature and situation of things admitted at the time. 
For the honor of human nature, I am sorry to say, 
after what you have written, that you know this to be 
true. But your designs in the publication that goes 
under your name will be further evident to the Public, 
when they are made acquainted that Dr. Lee was not 
commissioned for France, but for Spain only, several 
weeks before you published the appointment of Dr. 
Franklin as plenipotentiary for France, superseding 
the commissions both of Mr. Adams and Dr. Lee at 
that Court. It would be an endless work to follow 
you in all your intrigues and insinuations to injure the 
character of Dr. Lee, a great part of whose life has 
been employed in defending with his pen the cause of 
America and its friends. Even your “ venerable col- 
leage ” has experienced heretofore the benefits of Dr. 
Lee’s pen, when he was pursued by the British Minis- 
try. But the candid public will require other proofs 
before they suffer Dr. Lee to be injured in their es- 
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teem, than the calumnious assertions of a man embit- 
tered against him, because he called for a settlement 
of the public accounts, and endeavored to prevent the 
wasting of the public treasure. 

Your next attack is upon Mr. Wm. Lee and here 
again I must charge you with sinning against knowl- 
edge, and hope to make good my chafge. You say 
“in Feb? 1777, I received a notification of the ap- 
pointment of Wm. Lee, Esq., to be one of your com- 
mercial agents in Europe, of which I gave him notice. 
As your commercial affairs were at that time in such a 
state” (Why did you not say who put them in that 
state ? Were you afraid to wound some of your party ?) 
“ as to require much attention and care, I pressed this 
gentleman, then in England, to come over immediately 
and execute his office, but heard nothing from him till 
the month of June, when he arrived at Paris. At this 
place he continued until about some time in August, 
when he went to Nantes.” You are an adept at man- 
aging dates to answer your purposes. Your design 
here was to render Mr. Lee’s affections suspected by 
a display of remissness, delay and apprehension of mis- 
chief to his affairs in England. You therefore take 
advantage of the whole month of February, because 
you fix on no day in that month, and you proceed 
“ of which I gave him notice ” The conclusion you 
mean to inculcate is that you gave notice in February, 
and tho’ you pressed him to come over immediately, 
yet he came not until June. This conclusion would 
suit your purpose exactly. Mr. Lee is now absent, 
endeavoring to serve his Country in Germany, there- 
fore not in a capacity to defend himself. But in a 
letter of the 31st. July to his friends, from Paris, he 
writes : “ Some time in April, your friend received a 
letter in London from Mr. D., one of the Commis- 
sioners just mentioning the appointment^ and desiring 
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to know whether he would accept of the trust. You 
say, you pressed him to come over immediately and 
execute his office. I hope your original letter for the 
honor of your veracity will appear hereafter.” 

Mr. Lee goes on saying he “ arrived in the beginning 
of June, applied to the commissioners, Messrs. F. and 
D. (Mr. L. being absent) for his appointment and in- 
structions, which he supposed they had kept for him 
till he arrived, was told that they knew nothing about 
either. However, they both complained grievously 
of the conduct of Mr. Morris, and advised your friend 
to wait here, as a Mr. Ross was gone to Nantes to 
attempt to make a settlement with Mr. M. Accord- 
ingly he staid, and a very few days after he was told 
that Mr. Morris had been possessed of the appoint- 
ment and instructions for some time ; your friend ac- 
cordingly sets off for Nantes to-morrow to enter on 
his mission.” Mr. Lee’s next letter is dated, Nantes, 
i ath August, 1777- “I wrote you twice since my 
being in this country, but as they may miscarry, I 
must again mention that it is above two months since 
I came to the continent, in consequence of information 
I received late in April, that I was honored with the 
appointment of superintending the public commercial 
concerns in Europe. The mortifications I have met 
with are not easily to be described, and they are not 
lessened by receiving advice this day from London, 
that the utmost vengeance of the enemy will be speed- 
ily exercised against me and mine. The sacrifice I 
have made of honors, property, &c., would very little 
affect me, if I found myself armed with sufficient 
powers to do any effectual public service, and met 
with people more disposed to forward the general util- 
ity than to gratify their own pride and promote their 
individual interest. I have never received a line from 
the Committee, or any of my particular friends for near 
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1 8 months past. This moment while writing, Mr. 
Morris has sent me some letters from the Committee, 
directed to us jointly and mentioning our appoint- 
ment. I shall now proceed with confidence/’ I have 
seen, but have it not now by me, [a] copy of a letter 
from Mr. John Ross at Nantes to you, Mr. Deane, at 
Paris, informing you that Mr. Thos. Morris had kept 
up Mr. Wm. Lee’s appointment, but that he was then 
willing to deliver it, and urging you to press Mr. Lee 
to come and put the commercial affairs into order, as 
they were much deranged. As Mr. Ross is known to 
be no friend of Mr. Lee’s, this letter, which I hope 
will be published hereafter, confirms beyond a doubt 
what Mr. Lee has written as above. And they cer- 
tainly leave you without excuse for concealing this cir- 
cumstance from the public and insinuating that Mr. 
Lee’s delay arose from other causes. Let us see what 
foundation you had for your other assertions, that Mr. 
Lee delayed going to Vienna, — that he is political 
and commercial Agent at the same time, &c., &c. On 
the 7th. October, Mr. Wm. Lee writes: “Just this 
moment is put into my hands the instructions and ap- 
pointment to Vienna and Berlin.” The following will 
clearly shew that Mr. William Lee considered his accept- 
ance of the political appointment as discharging him 
from the commercial agency. He writes from Paris, 
November 24th., 1777: “The line that Congress has 
thought proper to place me in, I rather doubt my 
abilities to succeed in agreeable to their wishes ; but 
on mature consideration I have resolved to enter on 
the service, because I do not know whom they could 
get here, that is unemployed, to execute these neces- 
sary functions better than myself. And because I find 
from experience that it is not in my power to render 
the public any essential services in the mercantile line, 
since Mr. Deane has in fact taken upon himself the 
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authority of suspending the Secret Committee s ap- 
pointment of Mr. Thos. Morris and myself as mer- 
cantile Agents, by appointing Mr. Jonathan Williams, 
a young man of about 22 years old and nephew to Dr. 
Franklin, as Agent for the public business in Nantes, 
and ordered him to take charge of selling all prizes 
made by Continental armed Vessels, giving orders at 
the same time to the Captains to put their prizes into 
Mr. Williams’ hands, tho’ he knows perfectly well, 
that the sale of prizes was expressly committed to Mr. 
Morris and myself, by the joint Committee (see their 
letter of Oct. 25th. 1775, to Mr. T. M.). In this 
last business, Mr. D. says he acted with the appro- 
bation and consent of Dr. Franklin, but the letters on 
the subject, I am well informed, both to Mr. Williams 
and the Captains, are signed by Mr. Deane alone. 
His view in appointing Mr. Williams must be so evi- 
dent, that I have no occasion to mention it. I could 
not therefore continue to act for the public, without 
coming to an open rupture with Mr. Deane, which at 
this critical moment might be attended with bad con- 
sequences to our public. In fact the public business 
in this country has been, and is likely to continue in 
very strange disorder, nor is it likely to mend until the 
Secret Committee confine all their mercantile business to 
their Mercantile Agent , and keep the Commissioners to their 
political duty , which may be neglected from too much atten- 
tion to private schemes of commerce, on public funds, and 
contemptible private jobs. I am now out of the question; 
therefore cannot be charged with partiality in my ad- 
vice, as the Commissioners have already received in 
money three mil. 187.500 livres for your use, is it not 
incumbent on you to call immediately for an account of 
the expenditure of this money? Certainly you ought 
without a day’s delay. I have just discharged what I 
think my duty, in thus giving you a true state of your 
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affairs here, and shall from henceforth take my leave of 
this department, keeping my attention entirely confined to 
the charge which is committed to my care. So strangely 
is business managed here, that it is now above a fort- 
night since I have been waiting for a copy of the 
Treaty to propose to Vienna and Berlin, and have not 
yet got it from the Commissioners, tho’ there are 3 
or 4 hangers on that are maintained at the public 
expense, and for some of whom there will probably 
be a charge made as Secretary to the Commission/’ 

On the 3d. of december, Mr. Lee writes thus : “The 
Commissioners have not yet furnished me with the 
necessary papers for my Northern expedition ; as soon 
as they do, I shall set out.” He writes “ The last 
express from Boston that sailed October 31, got here 
the 4th. instant with Congress despatches of October 
15th. I think. He brings Burgoyne’s capitulation.” 
By this we see that the Burgoyne news arrived at Paris 
the 4th. Dec., and by Mr. Lee’s letters 24th. November 
and 3 d December already quoted, that he had long 
before the news of that event arrived, been waiting 
only for the necessary papers from the Commissioners. 

These letters, Mr. Deane, place your candor and 
designs in an eminent point of view. Yet you say 
“ when the news of General Burgoyne’s defeat and sur- 
render arrived, it produced a revolution in the minds of 
many, and among others, inspired your Commercial 
Agent and political Commissioner, the Hon. Wm. Lee, 
Esq., with some degree of activity in your favor.” You 
know, Mr. Deane, that before Mr. Wm. Lee received 
from the Commissioners the necessary papers, for the 
conduct of his negotiation in the north, the death of 
Mr. Thomas Morris and the state of our commercial 
affairs, occasioned the Commissioners to propose that 
Mr. Lee should visit Nantes, before he set out for 
Vienna, and they applied to Court for a royal order to 
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the Crown Officers to deliver Mr. Lee the papers of 
Mr. Morris, to enable the former to adjust the public 
commercial affairs of the United States before he left 
France. Mr. Lee therefore writes from Paris, 8th 
February, 1778, “The death of Mr. Thos. Morris at 
Nantes obliges me to go down there (a disagreeable 
journey) to settle and regulate the commercial affairs 
of the Secret Committee before my departure for Ger- 
many, which will be immediately on my return here.” 
You are not unacquainted with the rude and indecent 
obstructions that Mr. Lee met with from Mr. Ross in 
the execution of his duty at Nantes. On his return 
to Paris, Mr. William Lee writes, 28th February, 1778, 
“ Being only detained for the Commissioners to finish 
the necessary proceedings relative to Mr. Morris’ 
papers ; which being done I shall set out immediately 
for Vienna. According to the usual mode of doing 
business here, that which, ought not to take up more 
than 2 or 3 hours, will I expect keep me here 10 or 
ia days. The political and mercantile character should 
be entirely distinct and separate, and both of them exe- 
cuted by persons of your express appointment. If 
this regulation does not take place soon, an infinite 
deal of mischief will inevitably ensue. More money 
comes in here from voluntary contributions, than will 
furnish all the supplies you want, and pay the interest 
of all the money you have borrowed in America, for 
the expenditure of which (money borrowed in Europe) 
no account is rendered nor can any be procured.” It 
is remarkable that you quarrel with Mr. William Lee 
for concealing his appointment, and blame Dr. Lee for 
making known his ; you admit Mr. Lee came to 
France in consequence of his appointment to the Com- 
mercial Agency, yet you insinuate that he remained in- 
active least he should injure his Aldermanship and his 
affairs in England. Strange that he should come to 
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France that he might preserve his Aldermanship by- 
inactivity, when remaining in London would have 
preserved it more effectually with much less trouble ! 
Yours is a clumsy calumny, to say the least of it. 

Let me now examine the texture of that calumnious 
web with which you wish to entrap the reputation of 
Mr. R. H. Lee. You first take much pains to per- 
suade the public that Dr. Berkenhout was a Ministe- 
rial Agent, and having done this as you hoped, you 
proceed to adduce the evidence of the Tory you had 
made, to injure the reputation of a Whig, whose con- 
duct since the first commencement of Congress has 
rendered him as obnoxious as any man living to the 
whole race of Tories. Your ally Plain Truth has 
pursued your example, and having between you innuen- 
doed Mr. Lee into a connection with Mr. Berkenhout, 
that most inveterate of all Tories Lieut. Col. Connolly 
as Plain Truth calls him, is produced as a witness to 
blacken Berkenhout, thereby to injure Mr. Lee. If 
Whigs are to be destroyed by Tory evidence, the whole 
race of Whigs will presently be done away from the face 
of the earth. Mr. R. H. Lee has already given to the 
public his account of this affair. It seems that a person 
unknown to him, but formerly acquainted with his 
brother, upon the footing of that acquaintance, in a 
strange country, applies to Mr. Lee, informing him 
that his view in coming to America, was to settle in a 
land of liberty, and desires Mr. Lee’s advice, where 
he should fix himself. Settlers being expressly allowed 
to come here by resolve of Congress, and Mr. Lee 
having no reason to suppose him to have other views 
than he professed, and his conversation expressing the 
strongest attachment to the Independence of America, 
Mr. Lee treated him with civility, and when his name 
was mentioned in conversation, Mr. Lee said as he 
believed, that he esteemed Dr. Berkenhout to be a 
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good Whig. What evidence have we to think the con- 
trary now, but unmeaning tales, far fetched innuendoes, 
Tory evidence, and reports of conversations made by a 
man in Petto who may be as great a Tory as Mr. Con- 
nolly? and after all, suppose Dr. Berkenhout had been a 
Tory, how could Mr. Lee know it? The power of 
penetrating men’s hearts, there to discover views that 
are in opposition to their words and actions, is not the 
property of man. The accounts I have given, Mr. 
Deane, are founded on original letters and unquestion- 
able facts, which, if you or your party can disprove, 
produce your evidence. 

When you inserted in your Address part of a letter 
supposed to have been written by Dr. Lee after the 
Treaty was signed, did you intend to give or conceal 
the true means by which Mr. Fox came to know that 
the Treaty was concluded? I have seen the copy of 
a certificate given by a Mr. Livingston, who declares he 
saw a letter from Dr, Bancroft to his correspondent 
in London, long before the Treaty was signed, advis- 
ing him to push his speculations, for he had it from 
the best authority, that the Treaty would be signed the 
4th. or 5th. of February. Mr. Livingston knew the 
Dr’s hand well, and certifies he believed the above 
letter to be his hand writing. It is more than prob- 
able that you know what authority furnished Dr. Ban- 
croft with this information, as you acknowledge that 
gentleman to be your principal friend and councillor. 
Nor is it unlikely, that you could unfold, if you would, 
what those speculations were. Lord North told Mr, 
Hartley that the American Commissioners were job- 
bing in the British funds, and will you affirm that you 
know nothing of your clerk or secretary, or any person 
with your knowledge, going to London on this busi- 
ness ? But of this more hereafter. 
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TO PATRICK HENRY i 

Belleview, Feb’ 7 10, 1779. 

My dear Sir, 

I’m here in my way to Congress. I have seen the 
Tyrant’s speech to his corrupt Parliament last Novem- 
ber. It breathes war altogether, and renders it of the 
last importance to be prepared with a strong Army 
to defeat his wicked purposes. Dr. Lee writes me in 
Nov’r that Gen. Howe is to return to the command 
here, and he says “ Moloch’s principle prevails with 
the absolute ruler of these measures, in which if he 
cannot hope for victory he expects revenge.” Mr. 
Wm. Lee writes from Frankfort, Oct’r 15, “At all 
events I am determined to attend to the appointment 
of Virginia. My brother and myself have already 
done a good deal, and I am now endeavoring to borrow 
money to complete their orders, and you may assure 
the State that I will do everything that is possible to 
comply with all their orders.” The Emperor and 
the King of Prussia have gone into winter quarters 
without having fought a battle. The former winters 
in Bohemia, the latter Selesia and Saxony. The effort 
seems to have been to winter the Prussians in Bohemia, 
but this has been prevented, notwithstanding the very 
great military Talents of the king of Prussia and his 
brother. Holland appears much more inclined to our 
side than that of England — It is probable the latter 
will fail of getting monied assistance from the Dutch. 
Mons’r Penet is now on his way to look at our Cannon 
works near Richmond. This Gentleman combined, 
I understand, with persons of much ability, have im- 
ported and proposed to import more than aoo work- 

1 From the text printed in William Wirt Henry, Patrick Henry, 
III. 223. 
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men, the most able in the art of making small Arms 
complete, and casting all kinds of Cannon. They 
propose doing everything at their own expense, and 
to supply on contract any number of completely fitted 
Muskets or Cannon at a fixed price. They want only 
a fit place to sit down on. Your wisdom and patriot- 
ism will discover in a moment how extensively useful 
it will be to our Country to have these people fixed 
with us. A just estimate being put on our works and 
their Arms, We may thus be repaid in a most useful 
manner the expense we have already incurred, which 
will otherways, I fear, be lost altogether. To be in- 
dependent of external aid for these primary articles of 
defence, is surely a most capital object. I really think 
that it would require at least 100,000 stand of good 
arms, and more than an hundred pieces of Cannon to 
put our state in a proper posture of defence. If you 
view this matter in the light that I do, Mr. Penet will, 
I am sure, meet with all possible encouragement. I 
have the honor to be with great esteem, dear Sir, your 
most affectionate and obedient servant, 

P.S. — The Deaneans I find are aiming at an occlu- 
sion of the Press, except for the admission of their 
libels. Monopolised Press and Monopolised Com- 
merce will never do for a free Country. 

His Excellency Patrick Henry. 


TO [WILLIAM AYLETTji 
Dear Sir, Belleview 10 Feb r 1779. 

Some time in the summer or Fall last, the com- 
missi General had orders from Congress to purchase 

1 A. dr. L. S. University of Virginia, Lee Papers, No. 279. Aylett 
was deputy commissary general of purchases in Virginia; see Ford, 
Journals of the Continental Congress, X. 49 ; XIII. 39 X, 
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in Virg? & MaryP 1 a considerable quantity of Flour 
for the use of the french Fleet, and it was directed to 
be stored in such safe and convenient places, as that it 
might not be in danger of the enemy or obstructions 
from the ice when there was occasion to remove it. 
I have no manner of doubt, from the known ability 
and industry of Col? Wadsworth and yourself but that 
you have the requisite flour ready for the call of 
France. I yesterday evening received a letter from 
Monsf Gerard, the Minister of France at Philadelphia, 
informing me that this flour was much relied on , 2 that 
Vessels were now on their way to Chesapeake to receive 
it, and that Captain Veillon would be in Virginia in a 
few days to see the flour shipped. As it is of infinite 
consequence 3 that our good and able friends and 
Ally should want nothing, that it is in our power 
to furnish, and as it is an object of great importance to 
the common cause, I make no doubt but that you 
will exert all your powers to supply the flour wanted 
immediately. I think Col. Wadsworth told me that 
he had directed you should purchase all the flour you 
could in Virginia, as he did not imagine that all 
would be too much for the double use of France & 
our Army. I shall esteem it a particular favor, if you 
will write me to Philadelphia by return of Post, how 
you are provided with flour, what quantity you have 
for the french fleet, and where it is stored. 

I am with much esteem and friendship, dear Sir 
your most affectionate and obedient Servant. 

1 The preceding four words are inserted above the line. 

2 The word and ” is here erased. 

8 Substituted for “ importance 99 erased. 
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TO [ARTHUR LEE] * 

Freestone Virginia Feby. n. 

1779 

My dear Brother, 

As well as the shortness of my time will permit, I 
will give you the best detail in my power of things 
here since I wrote you fully by the Marquis Fayette 
of the state of our politics and parties. The wicked 
intrigues which you experienced from a certain set, and 
of which you have often and justly complained, have 

been practiced here to a still greater and m [ore 1 2 ] 

mischievous length. The Tories avail themselves of 
it, and they are to a man [on] Deane’s side, hoping 
thereby to injure and deprive us of influence whose 
determined will and capacity to injure their cause they 
well know and fear. Deane’s party in short rests on 
triple ground. The first and most considerable is 
Toryism, the second and next most considerable is 
Commercial plunder, the third is Ambition. These 
last are few in number but artful, intriguing, and want 
now, when our affairs look well, to come into yours & 
our b. 8 Williams places, which they would not have 
dared even to have accepted before the late happy 
change of our affairs, by the Alliance with France. 
Soon after I wrote by the Marquis Fayette I left Phil- 
adelphia the 3d of Nov. having been between 6 and 7 
months from my family and qui[te] worn down with 
constant attention to public business. As I came . . . 
... up to Congress where he has been ever since. 
After I came away a month, Deane published his libel 
of deer. 5 as you see in one of the papers now sent. 
The bold and impudent assertions, the dark inuendos, 

1 A. L. S. Harvard University Library, Lee Mss., VI. 17. 

* Illegible word. 3 p or c brother. ’ ’ 
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and the art with which the whole is wrought up, had 
it seems such an effect in Phila. as to excite Tumults 
there in his favor. And to the Southward here it had 
very ill, tho not such violent effects, because there are 
fewer Tories here to aid its operation. In the enemies 
quarters the city of N. York it created the most extrav- 
agant joy and underwent republication. These In- 
triguers who are wickedly working their own private 
benefit, do infinitely more injury to the common cause 
than all the power of our enemy can effect. Before 
they came here our business was going on with 
unanimity and with wisdom, since their arrival discord 
and faction have reared their baneful heads to the un- 
imaginable injury of our affairs. The affair of Berken- 
hout, on which this Libeller has insinuated evil against 
me was the most trifling of all things. The man was 
a perfect Stranger to me, and came to me solely on the 
ground of a former acquaintance with my brother. I 
received him civilly and he told me he came to seek a 
situation for his family, and asked my advice where he 
shd. fix. I gave him the best advice I could. He 
appeared to me most strongly attached to the inde- 
pendence of America, and I did and do believe him to 
have been honestly so. I do not think we changed 
above an hundred words together, for I was too much 
engaged in pub. business. He was arrested on no 
other ground than a paragraph in an English News- 
paper. After this I never saw him. Having detained 
him in prison a few days they discharged and sent him 
back to N. York having no evidence to prove anything 
against him. This is the whole of that affair. The 
wicked fallacies against you and our b. Wm. you both 
know. The greater part I know to be abominably 
false. Deane has since given in a written narrative to 
Congress in which I am informed his only charges 
against you are that you are jealous, suspicious, affron- 
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tive to all who come near you, that you hate the french, 
and show it in all your conduct and conversation. 
Mr. Wm. Lee is mean he says and goes shares with 
the Agents he has appointed. This latter charge I 
presume Mr. Lee can, and I hope he will furnish to 
Congress the most ample disproof of. The charges 
against you in his Narrative to Congress are absolute 
jargon the greatest part of them. His printed libel 
against you it may be proper to attend to in every part 
& get the clearest proof of falsehood where the nature 
of the thing admits. For in many cases he deals so 
in inuendo, that a kind of negative proof, impossible 
to be produced, can alone refute him. For too many, 
people are inconsiderate enough not to demand proof 
of him for such charges before they credit them. He 
and his party are now working to get him to Holland 
and themselves in your places. What may be their suc- 
cess God only knows. I am now on my way to Con- 
gress having been long detained at home by excessive 
bad weather and the Gout. Deane affirmed to Con- 
gress upon honor that he was not engaged in Trade, 
nor had been except in two small ventures at first 
which turned out to loss. It might be very important 
to have his commercial connections clearly developed 
and proved. I have sent to the Virginia Press the 
other day a vindication of you and our b. Wm. against 
Deane’s libel wherein I have disproved some of his 
charges from original letters. I hope this will have a 
good effect. All sensible Whigs in this Country, and 
now the herd of Mankind begins to see clearly into 
Deane and his party. But he has a very strong and 
very artful party in 1 . . . and by means of commercial 

connections a considerable in almost every . . . 2 

In the eastern States where he is well known he has by 

1 A word in cipher occurs here. 

2 Words in cipher are here omitted. 
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far the fewest supporters. Indeed he has very few of 
them. Those peopl are wise, attentive, sober, dilli- 
gent & frugal which are qualities not fit for [Dejanes 
purposes. . . - 1 

It does not [appjear to me that the publication of 
Common Sense on Deanes affair merited all that high 
resentment shewn to it. The honest writer had in 
view to disrobe Deane of the gaudy vest he had 
assumed as being the sole author and procurer of all 
the supplies that come here in 1777. But y ou [ see ] 
that under this it has been so contrived as to get a 
general condemnation of all his publications on this sub- 
ject. Although the greater part relates solely to Deane, 
and many honest truths are told and properly pressed. 
It wounded the party very deeply I fancy, and there was 
no other way to prevent the public effects it would cer- 
tainly have had otherwise. And will yet in a great 
degree, for I am informed that the people here do by 
no means agree with Congress in the general condem- 
nation of these papers. As to the noise about its 
being said that the United States might make treaty 
with England with the consent of their Ally if war was 
not declared — I do not believe that any one Man of 
sense, or member ever said or thought anything like it. 
Tis mere pretense. For myself I know that I would 
sooner cease to live than I would agree in any manner 
or for any pretext to desert our Ally for whom I feel 
infinite gratitude and reverence. You know perfectly 
well how long and how ardently my Soul has panted 
after this connection with France. Perhaps there was 
not another man in America so enthusiastically sten- 
uous for the measure as myself. Indeed as Shandy 
says it was my Hobby Horse. And now a pack of 
rascals would insinuate (for their private purposes) that 
I would injure the measure I have been so uniformly 
1 Several lines partly in cipher are here omitted. 
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and so warmly promoting. Two days ago I reed, 
your letter of 6 & 29th. Sept. 14 & [i]5? Novr. & 
our brother of 15 & 21 of October. That is one copy 
of each. I understood there are letters for me from 
you both at Philadelphia with F. L. L. I have not 
time now to write to Mr. Wm. Lee. Therefore I pray 
you to give him the contents of this letter, and 
tell him we will consider maturely about selling his 
estate. I do not think it will now be done. We have 
not yet indeed received his powers [that?] continues. 
He has put about 2200 pounds of our brothers money 
in the Loan Office. The Tobo. of last year is not yet 
sold. The Loan Office certificates are transferable and 
do pass in circulation. They [are a] very vendible 
commodity. The pub pays the principal in 3 years 
and t[he] interest of 6 pr. Cent annually. But a tax 
in our State takes off one pr. Cent on the interest both 
in the Loan Office & all other interest. I will write 
again by the first opportunity, but I could not omit 
this, which I believe to be a good one, as Capt. Robin- 
son is a most worthy Man, and is Captain in the Con- 
tinental Navy. We are filling up our Regiments and 
preparing for another Campaign. We hear that since 
the repulse of St. Lucia, the Count D ’Estaing has 
been reinforced and has retaken St. Lucia & taken St. 
Vincents with four English Frigates. I believe and I 
hope this is true. Admiral Byron has been so long 
sailed with 9 ships tis sapid] for the W Indies, and not 
heard of that we begin to entertain h [opes] that some 
of these high gales of wind, that have been so frequent 
within these 4 months past, have done his business for 
him. God of his infinite mercy grant it may be so. 
Nothing could save the common cause so much as 
stopping these abominable intrigues and factions 
here. . . d For my part, I see so clearly that the man 
1 Several lines partly in cipher are here omitted. 
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who serves the public in public service that I am 
resolved to send my resignation to our Assembly next 
April. My family suffers immensely by my absence, 
and I have now 7 children and another coming to take 
care of. Let Ludwell come as soon as think him qual- 
ified to pu [rsue] here the study of the practical part of 
the Attorneys business and to in [form] himself of the 
Municipal law of this State. I mean when his foun- 
dation is] well laid. Propose to my brother Wm. 
to send Thom, if he approves and thinks the expence 
will be warranted by the prospects, to settle an ac- 
quaintance in Holland & the ports of France, per- 
haps Spain, so as to get consignments when he returns 
here qualified, which I wish may be soon as possible. 
He should be impressed before he goes on such a 
Tour, if he does go, with the necessity of much gravity, 
sobriety, and attention to business wherever he is. 
And to take Memorandums of their Trading customs 
wherever he goes. 

I am most affectionately and faith [fully] 

yours. 

P.S. Take all imaginable pains effectually to vindicate 
your own char [acter] . 

It would be of infinite consequence to get the Dutch 
into our Alliance and the acknowledgment of our Inde- 
pendence. 

Mrs. Lee of this place desires love to her Aunt and 
to hear from her. Colo. H. Lee would be glad you 
could drop ... a letter with a State of Deanes miscon- 
duct which he will promulgate. Send me some more 
Bark and tell Mr. Wm. L[ee we] shall suffer greatly 
at Chantilly witht. 4 pieces of Shirting Linnen. 
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TO PATRICK HENRY i 

Phila., Feb’y 28, 1779. 

My dear Sir, 

I arrived here on the 19th, thro the worst roads 
that I ever travelled over. I find business of faction 
here pretty much at an end by the thorough exposure 
of its author, Mr. Silas Deane, who, if I am rightly 
informed, regrets extremely his publication of Decem- 
ber the 5* But be this as it may, he has certainly 
gained nothing by it here in the public opinion. I 
inform you with pleasure Sir, that the King of France 
has formally agreed to rescind the 11 th and 1 2 th articles 
of the treaty of Commerce, so that now, the only un- 
equal parts being, removed, it rests upon the liberal 
ground of fair equality in every part. We are certainly 
indebted to Dr. Lee’s attention for this beneficial altera- 
tion, for which the honest voice of posterity will 
indubitably thank him when the poison of wicked 
faction shall cease to operate. The King of the two 
Sicilys has opened his ports to the vessels of the United 
States, which is a good omen of Spanish attachment to 
our cause. Indeed we have abundant reason to believe 
that Great Britain will not get assistance from any 
power in Europe to carry on the war against us, and 
already our good Ally has made great havoc among 
the Privateers and with the trade of our enemies. 
We hear that 7000 British Seamen are now prisoners 
in the jails of old France. Notwithstanding these 
favorable appearances it certainly behooves us to get 
a strong army in the field, as the enemy have yet here 
a strength sufficient to do much mischief if they are 
not properly opposed. From the best accounts that I 

1 From the text printed in William Wirt Henry, Patrick Henry, 
III. 22 7. 
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can collect, it appears that they have not less than 
11,000 men at New York and Rhode Island. Yester- 
day accounts from Jersey told us the enemy had landed 
at Elizabeth Town, and had burned Gov. Livingston’s 
house, and were advancing into the country. Our 
army was preparing to resist them, and*if they do not 
quickly return I hope we shall give a good account of 
them. The enemy have published some curious letters 
of Mr. Braxton’s which they have intercepted. I am 
informed they will be republished here, and when they 
are I will send you the paper. 

I am with much esteem, dear Sir, affectionately yours. 

His Excellency Patrick Henry Esq. 

P.S. — The enemies attempt upon Gen. Maxwell in 
the Jersies has turned out to our honour and their dis- 
grace. Instead of surprising Gen. Maxwell, they 
themselves were surprised by his being prepared. The 
enemy were forced to retire with loss and disgrace, and 
without burning Livingston’s house. 

March 2. 


TO PATRICK HENRY 1 

Philadelphia, March 3 d , 1797. 

Sir : 

Your letter to the delegates of the 29 th of Feb. has 
been laid before the marine committee, in consequence 
of the business of retaliation on Marine prisoners hav- 
ing been referred by Congress to that committee, as 
you will see by the resolve of July 27 th last, which is 
inclosed. The committee make a distinction between 

1 From the text printed in William Wirt Henry, Patrick Henry , 
III. 228. Signed by Lee 'as chairman of the Marine Committee. 
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such prisoners as properly belong to a particular state, 
and such as are continental being made so by the arms 
of the U. S. The former each state will avail itself of 
for the benefit of their own people in the power of the 
enemy, as a Cartel can be agreed on with the enemy 
by such state, as hath been frequently done by the 
Eastern States. Or such prisoners may, at the pleasure 
of the state to whom they belong, be delivered to the 
Continental Commissary for common benefit. At 
present no Cartel has ever been, or could be, settled 
with the enemy for American prisoners in G. B. They 
being unwilling there to recognise us in such a light as 
Cartel would place us, and therefore their exchanges 
have been confined to prisoners in America only. We 
have however some reason to expect that the exchange 
may shortly extend to Great Britain. In the mean- 
time, sir, the State of Virginia will see, by the resolve 
of Congress enclosed, what are the sentiments of this 
body on the subject of retaliation, and will adopt their 
mode, if it shall be thought proper, with such prisoners 
as belong immediately to the State of Virginia — I have 
the honor to be with sentiments of esteem and regard 
Sir, your most obedient and very humble servant. 

His Excellency Patrick Henry Esq. 


TO [THOMAS JEFFERSON] 1 

Philadelphia March 15. 1 779 

Dear Sir, 

I have not been unmindful of the small commis- 
sion you gave me to procure the song and receipt 
for you. I once had these, but they are mislaid 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Jefferson Correspondence, Letters 
to Jefferson, Ser. 2, Vol. 51, No. 23. 
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so that I could not find them when I returned 
home from Williamsburg, or they should have been 
sent from thence. I have here applied to Mr Peters 
for the one, and to M” Shippen for the other, and I 
have hopes of getting them both. I send you here- 
with a small pamphlet containing a collection of such 
papers and proceedings as clearly defeats the calumny 
of the British Commissioners [cjharging this war to 
our ambition, when the Tyranny and avarice of the 
British Court most indubitably produced [a]nd has 
continued it. 

That our enemies will not get aid from any power 
in Europe to carry on the war against us is very cer- 
tain, and [th]e probability is great that Spain will 
speedily join in the war with France against England. 
Yet such is the temper of the British Court that it 
seems clear to me that nothing but the severest gripes 
of adversity and the last necessity can inspire wisdom 
and moderation. They certainly mean another cam- 
paign, a last effort; and Georgia & South Carolina, 
with the frontiers and sea coa[st] appear to be their 
objects at present. Whether Gen. Clinton will take 
the field or not must depend on the succors he shall 
receive and the strength of our army. The flatte [ring] 
royal visits that are industriously made to the Nobil- 
i [ty] and gentry of England may possibly give such 
energy to the militia as to enable the sending a small 
reenforcement from their national troops to Gen. 
Clin [ton.] With our present prospects every nerve 
should be strained to make our Army strong. By 
being prepared we shall have a moral certainty of 
defeating the designs of our enemies the next cam- 
paign, which will in my opinion put a glorious period 
to the war. 

I am, with much esteem and affection yours. 
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TO [COLONEL DE KNOBELAUCH] i 

Phh> i 6 March 1779 

Sir, 

I am much concerned that the state of my health 
prevented me from seeing you when you did me 
the honor of calling at my lodgings, and my con- 
cern is very greatly increased by knowing that it is 
absolutely out of my power to 1 2 promote your views . 3 If 
Sir my powers were equal to my wishes which are founded 
on the conviction I have of your merit, most certainly 
you would be gratified in your desires. But I should 
think myself much to blame if I encouraged hopes 
where I was convinced that none can be entertained. 
The state of the army, the opinions of Congress on 
such cases, and the fact being that there are many 
more Officers of all ranks than Men to be commanded, 
will I fear render it impossible for you to succeed — 
Your situation affects me greatly, but how to better it, 
is a difficulty that I know not in which way to remove. 


1 A. dr. L. S. University of Virginia, Lee Papers, No. 286. 
The draught is written on the back of Colonel de Knobelauch’ s letter of 
March 15 to Lee. A printed text of de Knobelauch* s letter to Lee is 
in the Southern Literary Messenger , April, i860, p. 269. Lieuten- 
ant Colonel B. de Knobelauch was one of the foreigners seeking a com- 
mission in the Continental Army. Recommended to Congress and to 
General Washington by Benjamin Franklin and William Lee, he pressed 
his claims with such success on Congress that although it was found 
impracticable to employ him in the army “ agreeable to his wishes,* * 
that body finally ordered a grant to him of $10,000 to cover the 
expenses of his return to Europe and of his residence in America. 
Ford, Journals of the Continental Congress , XIII. 443; XV. 1069, 
1070. 

2 The word assist ** is here erased. 

3 The words €f as you have expected them in your favor of the 15 
instant * * are here erased. 
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I have the honor to be with real esteem and regard 
Sir your most obedient and very humble 

Servant. 


TO [JOHN ADAMS] i 

Philadelphia March 23. 1779. 

My dear Sir. 

Give me leave to introduce to your friendly atten- 
tion the Bearer George Mason esquire the Son of a 
Gentleman in Virginia whom I esteem among the 
number of my most valuable friends. This gentle- 
man goes in search of health to some southern part of 
Europe, and being a stranger in France, I shall be in a 
particular manner obliged to you for every mark of 
friendship that you show him. 

To Mr. Mason I refer you for our news, which 
indeed is not much — This opportunity coming sud- 
denly on me I have not time to answer your favor 
lately received so particularly as I wish, therefore I 
shall defer it until one of our Continental vessels sails 
for France which I expect will be in a short time. I 
am now in great haste, but with perfect esteem, dear 
Sir your most sincerely affectionate friend. 


TO JOHN PAGE 2 

Dear Sir, Philadelphia April 4. 1 779. 

I have the honor to inclose you an extract of a letter 
from my brother William to my brother Frank, dated 

1 Adams Papers. Copy from the original supplied through the 
courtesy of Mr. Charles Francis Adams. 

2 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Emmet 
Collection, 1104. Addressed to him “at Williamsburg/ Virginia.’ ’ 
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October the 15 th 1778, by which it seems very clear 
that the Stores you apprehend to have been shipped 
in September and taken, were not shipped so soon, 
and therefore I hope may yet be safe. It will be a 
very unfortunate loss indeed, if the enemy have got 
them. But if this event has not already taken place, 
there will be less danger of it hereafter, as I expect 
that the measures we have taken will remove the ene- 
mies privateers from our coast. We have been in- 
formed here that the Roderique (Beaumarchais ship) 
was to sail in company with three or four large ships 
for Virginia — I expect that our Stores will come by 
some of them. It seems that Ford arrived in France 
from England and applied to the Commissioners repre- 
senting that he had been made prisoner by the enemy 
in Virginia and carried to England, he shewed them 
his appointment of Chaplain to a Continental regiment, 
and by being in distress he prayed their help to get 
back to Virginia. They assisted him and he went to 
Nantes where he took his passage to America. He 
was taken by a Jersey privateer and made his escape 
a second time and got to Paris — Then it was that 
my brother seeing a person whom he had every reason 
to suppose a good Whig and a persecuted American, 
and at the same time wanting a Secretary, he employed 
this person whose abilities he found compitent to the 
business. But I am very certain that D* Lee will not 
continue Ford^nhour in his employment after he shall 
be informed that suspicion has justly fallen upon his 
character. Information on this subject was sent by the 
first opportunity after the Governors letter came to 
Congress. 

A report prevails in New York that the Count 
D’Estaing has beaten Gen. Grant in S! Lucia and 


1 Substituted for “him” erased. 
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that the British Troops to the southward are very 
sickly. Gen. Clinton lately undertook an expedition 
in the Sound, supposed against New London, but he 
has returned disappointed to N. York — The late 
violent Snow Storm, we hear, wrecked 14 of his Trans- 
ports on Fishers Island. May the Arm of Provi- 
dence be thus always stretched out against the foes of 
freedom. 

If Spain should join in the war, of which there 
seems the greatest probability ; England must submit 
or expose herself to almost certain ruin. 

I am dear sir your most affect and obedient Servant. 1 

1 The following interesting memorandum respecting Arthur Lee in 
Richard Henry Lee’s handwriting is in the Lenox Library, Samuel 
Adams Papers, 1778-1779, in a context that suggests its date as about 
April 15, 1779 : 

“ At the time that My Adams and R. H. Lee waited on Monsy Ge- 
rard the Minister plenipotentiary of France to the United States in 
order to notify him of the time and place of his audience of Congress 
after the immediate business of the Committee was over and other con- 
versation being taken up. My Adams observed that he was concerned 
to find it had been reported that Df Arthur Lee was Antigallican — 
Since he was known here to have been among the earliest and firmest 
opposers of G. Brittain. On which the Minister replied to this effect. 
I assure you gentlemen it is not the opinion of the Court of France — 
that My Lee is Antigallican. There have been some idle people who 
have talked in this manner, and the reason was supposed to be, because 
Dy Lee was intimate with Count Languois with whom he came fre- 
quently to Court — That the Count was a Man of fortune and very 
talkative, that he was frequently speaking on American subjects, and 
the proceedings of the Court relative thereto — But as Men of infor- 
mation discovered that in all the Counts conversations he never hit 
upon the true designs of the Court, so they were satisfied that what he 
said was, merely the conjectures of his own mind and could not 
come from Dy Lee, who being well informed, if he had made commu- 
nications to the Count, his frequent conversation must sometimes have 
discovered the truth — ” 
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TO [DOCTOR] WILLIAM SHIPPEN, JR. 1 

Shippen Hall in 4^ Street Phil^ 18^ April 1779 

My dear Sir, 

Possession is eleven points of the Law, and there 
are in this City Profligates enough who for a good fee 
will secure the twelfth point. Thus you seem to 
be more at mercy now than when Mf? — the Tory 
Doctors wife had residence here. How I came to 
get possession is another thing, and it may be ac- 
counted for this way — On my brother's departure 
for Virginia last friday I was obliged to decamp from 
Market street, and it not being easy to find a lodging 
quickly, my most worthy friend the old Doctor pro- 
posed that I should have a room here — The bargain 
was soon made, I am in your chamber, and we pro- 
pose to club for our Marketing — The old gentleman 
drinks nothing but water, & small beer contents me — 
The Barrack Master furnishes us with wood, and I 
assure you we live with great happiness and content, 
whilst we exhibit an example of the truest republican 
ceconomy. After quitting the irksome business of 
Chestnut Street I have the pleasure of contemplating 
in my old friend what Man ought to be, but what 
alass he seldom is — temperate, wise and honest. I 
am much obliged to you for your favor of the 15-, but 
I do not despair — I am well satisfied however that we 

X A. L. S. Shippen Collection. This letter and those similarly- 
described are from the collection of Lee and Shippen letters now in 
the possession of Mrs. Edward Shippen and her son Dr. Lloyd Parker 
Shippen of Baltimore, and were made accessible by their generous 
courtesy. Addressed, “ William Shippen Jun* esquire. Director 
General of the Hospital /of the United States, at Raritan, in/New 
Jersey.” Lee’s brother-in-law, see note. The Letters of Richard 
Henry Lee, I. 166. 
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must suffer very considerably before the States in 
general will feel the necessity of sending wiser and 
better men to this Assembly. Where a man by being 
honest is sure to be oppressed — Where disgrace & 
ruin are to reward the most faithful services. When 
the discharge of duty raises up the angry and malignant 
passions of envy, malice, and all uncharitableness — 
It is best to retire until necessity has pointed out 
proper men and proper measures. The party seem 
long since to have abandoned all thoughts of support- 
ing Deane, but they are determined to sacrifice the 
M? Lees & M ? 1 Izard to the Manes of their dear un- 
principled friend. The doctrine is, that it is too expen- 
sive and not necessary to have any Minister at Vienna 
or Berlin or Tuscany, and that it will never do to try 
a Man in his absence — Therefore we will damn his 
reputation with a recal, and let him recover it if he 
can, in the meantime our Junto will be supplied with 
places. It is in vain to say that thus to destroy the 
reputations of Men against whom no shadow of 
offense appears, and who on the contrary have 
honestly and ably served the public at every risk 
to themselves, merely to gratify the wishes and ac- 
complish the views of avaricious and ambitious men, 
will exhibit such an example as must deter every Man 
who has character to loose, and means to be honest, 
from entering into the public service — That so the 
public business must of necessity be committed to 
unprinippled Men, and avaricious plunderers — By 
the aid of a certain little great whispering politician 
this point of sacrifice will I think be carried — Fine 
reward, excellent encouragement to give up all pro 
patria — On a late motion to give a million to the 
Hospital department much violent debate took place 


ir The words “ & Mr. Izard ” are inserted above the line. 
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and it was insisted on that infinite abuses prevailed 
and demanded immediate enquiry — It was alledged 
that great quantities of Stores were charged for Geese, 
ducks, chickens &c &? & c &c — that the wine was 
all drank by the well, & not by the sick — All this 
ended in reducing the sum to 500,000 dollars The 
Southern Chief. \ who you know is a most excellent 
character, said he hoped soon for an enquiry into the 
conduct of the Director General and all the rest — 
Therefore a prospect of encountering so great a 
personage makes it necessary to say Cave quod^ Agis. 
The Dutch having lately taken off the prohibition 
from the exportation of military stores, which they 
had imposed to oblige Great Britain, clearly proves 
that the interest of England is warning in Holland — 
There have arrived 7 Vessels here lately from the 
West Indies, which has terrified the Specs and 
lowered the price of sugar _^20. in the hundred — It 
is said that many more Vessels are expected — Trade 
appears to thicken along the Wharfs and Marine 
business is recovering its former countenance — I 
shall go to Virginia in a fortnight where I hope to 
rest from public toil for some time at least — I think 
you are with Mf Blair & his Lady, if so, I pray you 
to remember me to them, and present my love to my 
Sister and Cousins. 

I am yours sincerely and affectionately — 

TO [JOHN ADAMS] 1 

Philadelphia April 24.* 1779 

My dear Sir, 

To such uncertain issue are all letters now exposed 
that are committed to Shipboard, that it absolutely 


1 A. dr. L. S. University of Virginia, Lee Papers, No. 299. 

46 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 

prohibits that 1 , full and explicit declaration of ones 
sentiments on many important points which 2 I shall 
ever wish to make to you on whose wisdom and good- 
ness I have the firmest reliance. The principals you 
adopt, and the conduct you intend to pursue, as men- 
tioned in the 3 letter you did me the honor to write me 
the 5 of August last I do most thoroughly approve. I 
know well that your support will only be given to the 
cause of virtue and your country, and that it will never 
be with held there from. Who fails in doing right, fails 
nobly, because Virtue is its own and a very great 
reward. You will see by the public prints, which Mr. 
Lovell tells me he has transmitted since the of 
december last, that we are not exempt from the com- 
mon Lot of humanity. But, tho Deanes and Partners 
of Deanes may and will shoot up in every Soil, and 
the foulness about them thicken for a time the purest 
streams, these will at length work themselves clear and 
as they run refine. The bold and sudden attempt 
made by Deanes Libel of Dec. 5 4 on the public mind, 
seized it for a time with great violence, and hurried it 
away with too much rapidity for reflection — But no 
sooner did men begin to think than they began to see, 
and S. Deane has now fallen under universal contempt 
and censure — I am sure it has not been this Mans 
fault if he hath not done more injury to these States 
than G. Howe ever did — But enough of him — We 
shall soon transmit our plan for foreign affairs, and 
in the meantime, we are very impatient to hear from 
you, not having done so for three months past — We 
hope Spain will join France 5 which will indeed make 

1 Substituted for “ such ” erased. 

2 Substituted for “as ” erased. 

3 The word “ long 99 is here erased. 

4 The words “ by the publication of dec r 5 99 are here erased. 

5 Substituted for “us ?> erased. 
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decisive work — We are preparing for the ensuing 
Campaign with all possible vigor, but the enemies 
and our troops yet remain in quarters this way, and it 
seems probable that the former will be glad to continue 
so all the Summer as they have not more than io or 
12,000 men both in York and Rhode Island — which 
force, if collected, would not be sufficient to take the 
field — The enemy have made a successful impression 
on Georgia this winter, but I consider this in the same 
light of mere temporary effect, as we have seen all 
their former operations — Measures are taking to re- 
move them from that State, and tho the Climate wars 
against us, it will not fight for them . 1 — I see, with you 
the importance of the Confederation, and I am not with- 
out hope that it will, ere long , 2 be completed — All have 
agreed except Maryland, and that State it is thought 
will come in at the next meeting of their Assembly, 
which will be in a few months. The Assembly of 
Virginia have directed their Delegates to move Congress 
to fix a day for closing this great Compact between 
such of the States as have consented , 3 allowing either a 
given or indefinite time, as to Congress shall seem best, 
for depending States to become Members — We shall 
shortly move Congress for this purpose — The Cur- 
rency is an object of the last importance — Tax we do, 
and very largely indeed, but this is still inadequate — 
Some aid, by foreign Loan, is indispensable by way of 
absorbing the immensity of the Mass. — Two 4 Millions 
of pounds Sterling applied, this way would, with the 
aid of Taxes, so restore us As to put the remainder of 


1 The words “in their favor” are here erased. 

2 Substituted for “presently” erased. 

3 The words “leaving a short but” are here erased. 

4 An illegible word is here erased. 
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our Money on a good foundation, and then. Taxation 
with oeconomy will do the rest — 1 

Lately our Coasts have been pretty free from the 
enemies Cruisers — They have now an ample call for 
their Sea force in other ports, and at present our frigates 2 
preserve our trade from the interruption it met with 
by the numerous small Privateers of the enemy. 

Be pleased to accept a pamphlet that accompanies 
this containing a special collection from our Journals 
made to counteract certain false and ill designed asser- 
tions of the British Commissioners lately here — 3 4 

I am, yours dear sir with the most affectionate 
esteem and regard. 

direct your letters for me to the care 
of Dr. Shippen in Philadelphia — 


TO FRANCIS LIGHT [FOOT] LEE 4 

Phila. April 2 6- 1779 

My dear brother 

I sincerely condole with you for the loss of your 
Amiable and worthy friend, Col! Tayloe but he is 
happy, far happier than those he has left upon this 

1 The following sentences introducing a new paragraph are here 
erased: <e After all the vain glorious boasting of our enemies, they find 
no chance for making a lasting impression either on the Eastern or 
Middle States. The feeble Georgia is now the only object of the 
mighty Valor of our foes, nor do I believe they will long succeed even 
there — ’ f 

2 The words €t sail triumphant on along that Coast to the keep ” 
are here erased. 

3 The words “ My respects to all good men’’ following this, and 
beginning a new paragraph, are erased. 

4 A. L. S. Harvard University Library, Lee Mss., VI. 52. Of 
Manokin. 
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turbulent wicked stage — The enclosed paper will 
shew you the fortunate success of our little fleet from 
Boston. The marine enemies stare and are ashamed 
of their purblind policy which has so often condemned 
exertions in this way. We go slowly on in Foreign 
affairs — It has however been resolved not to recall 
Dr Franklin, and so far the party have failed, because 
the plan was to recall them all to make room — This 
day I have heard all the artillery discharged with great 
vehemence against Dr Lee, and prodigious aid is de- 
rived from the whispers of G d. 1 A doctrine 

quite new in the history of politics is broached now, 
which is, that it becomes the dignity, and consists with 
the interests of Sovereign powers to consult foreign 
Courts, and less than that, foreign Ministers, who the 
first shall send to represent them abroad. And this, 
altho’ such resident Minister shall clearly and unequiv- 
ocally engage in faction, and party doings, to support 
a Man whose conduct is unsupportable. What will 
such things lead to in the end? I see nothing but 
disgrace, contempt, and ruin. Perhaps the man whose 
understanding, zeal, and spirit, prevented the i a— article 
from being closed upon this Country may have been 
on that account not quite so agreeable, but surely 
we have no cause to complain of him — and to this 
may be added, that an host of plunderers have been 
disconcerted in the Mercantile way, which has raised a 
prodigious cry — But this Great evidence has given it 
from under his hand that the Court of France did not 
adopt the Sentiments of those who represented Df Lee 
as antigallican or favoring England and being averse 
to the Alliance — Mr Laurence said in Congress, the 
whole convinced him that Df Lee was an honest, faith- 
ful, able & diligent Servant of the United States. 


1 Gerard, minister of France. 
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How these affairs will end I know not, but this I do 
know, that I am quite tired of the wickedness and 
folly of such part of the world as I have lately had an 
opportunity of considering, and wish for a few days to 
pass over when I may retire — Things are not worse 
to the Southward, but they are not very pleasing — I 
think our State has not exerted itself properly for the 
relief of its oppressed and endangered Sisters — The 
enemy have lately sent 9 more regiments from N. 
Yorke, but whether for Georgia or the W. Indies is 
uncertain — They are weak now in this quarter. 

My love to M r . s Lee, and remember me to Dr Jones 
and M r Gibberne 1 — I would not change an hour of the 
sensible conversation of the former and the facetious- 
ness of the latter for an age of Congress wisdom — 

I should have written by this post to our friend 
Mf Page of Mannsfield, but I suppose he is with you. 
Salute him for me — Adieu. 

Give my love to Mr Parker and tell him that I am 
so oppressed with business that it is impossible for me 
to write to him now. Thank him for his favor of 
the 13— 

1800 barrels of Flour 1 

2000 d? of Beef & Pork > Cargoes of the 7 prizes 
120,000 Sterlings worth of j 
Beef & Pork 


1 Rev. Isaac W. Giberne. 
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TO THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE ARMIES 
OF THE UNITED STATES i 

(general [george] Washington) 

Philadelphia April z8?3 1779 

Sir, 

The inclosed letter from the Lieutenant Governor 
of South Carolina, committed by Congress to the con- 
sideration of a committee of three, and which, in the 
name of the committee 1 2 I have now the honor .to 
inclose your Excellency, will shew you the. extremity 
to which our affairs in that quarter are driving. . The 
Committee find a choice of difficulties in this business, 
because the reliance on Militia from Virginia having 
in great degree failed, there appears no remedy but 
such as will lessen the force you had a right to expect 
from Virginia for reenforcing the main army. We 
have no reason to suppose that a greater force than 
1400 militia, perhaps not more than 1000 will go from 
North Carolina, and of the 1000 ordered by the gov- 
ernment of Virginia, we learn that not more than 350 
have been obtained. In this state of things, the Com- 
mittee submit to your Excellencies wisdom, and better 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, XXXII. 
86. Addressed, “ On public business//His Excellency/General Wash- 
ington, /Commander in chief of the/Armies of the United States, at/ 
Head Quarters in/New Jersey// R. H. Lee.” Endorsed, “from 
Rich : H. Lee/on Southern affairs/ans? 30 99 

2 Lee alone signs the letter. Lee, Thomas Burke, and Henry 
Laurens were the committee chosen in Congress, April 26, 1779, to 
consider a letter of the 5th of April from T. Bee, the Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor of South Carolina, and on the 7th of May the Committee 
brought in a report chiefly in the writing of Richard Henry Lee, 
which is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 20, II, folio 
361, and printed in W. C. Ford, Journals of the Continental Con- 
gress, XIV. 559-561. 
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knowledge of military affairs and intended operations, 
the following measures. 

That the 2000 new Recruits now in Virginia be 
forthwith regimented and ordered to join the Southern 
Army. That a sum of money be sent to Col? Bland, 
with orders to reinlist the men of his regiment, and 
proceed without delay to the same destination. If 
Sir, this plan should meet your approbation, the Com- 
mittee are of opinion that the sooner it were carried 
into execution the better. 

Your Excellency will be pleased to return the 
inclosed letter, and the Committee wish to be favored 
with your opinion of the eligibility of this measure, 
and if there is a probability of its being soon executed; 
or what additional or other method may occur to your 
Excellency for relief of the southern States, which we 
find by conversing with General Howe (who is just 
arrived here) demands speedy and powerful assistance. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest sentiments 
of esteem and regard, Sir your Excellencies most obe- 
dient and very humble Servant. 


TO [THOMAS JEFFERSON]i 

Philadelphia May the 3? 1779 

Dear Sir, 

Always attentive to your commands, I have obtained 
here, and now inclose you the song and the receipt you 
desired. I once had both of them at home, but they 
are mislaid among a mass of papers, so that I could find 
neither previous to my leaving Chantilly, or your re- 
quest would then have been complied with. I hope 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Jefferson Correspondence, Letters 
to Jefferson, Ser. 2, Vol. 51, No. 25. A text with variations is printed 
in R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 44. 
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you have received the pamphlet I sent you some weeks 
ago entitled “ Obsevations on the American revolu- 
tion ” containing a collection of the most material 
congress papers with a few remarks interspersed, in 
order to shew in one comprehensive view the progress 
of our glorious revolution, and to rectify some false 
representations of the British Commissioners. This 
pamphlet was sent by an Express that came here 
from M' Harvey and returned to Williamsburgh, 
with intention to follow MT Harvey to Albemarle if 
he found him not at the former of these places. I 
wish it were in my power to [ejntertain you with news, 
but we are here as void of that as if [profound peace 
reigned thro’out the world. We have not heared 
from Europe for four months, and altho there then 
seemed a disposition in many Powers to restore the 
general tranquility, yet all [wjere industriously prepar- 
ing for war, and some being actually [ejngaged, the fate 
of millions hung in doubtful ballance. 

The armies here continue quiet within their quarters. 
That of the enemy, by their late embarkation of nine 
regiments, rendered too weak for taking the field, must 
content itself with holding N. York as the Gibralter of 
N. America. If we can baffle the Southern invasion, 
it is clear to me that the game will be presently up 
with our enemies, and that they will be compelled by 
inevitable necessity to be content with the loss of thir- 
teen flourishing states. A very fit consequence of the 
foolish and wicked attempt to reduce to slavery so many 
free, useful, and affectionate friends. I hope that when 
you and my other friends consider all things, that you 
will not blame me for sending my resignation to the 
Assembly. I am really injured in my health by such 
continued, close application ; and a long neglected nu- 
merous family demands some attention. Add to these, 
that persecuted as I have been by the united voice of 
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toryism, peculation, faction, envy, mali[ce,] and all un- 
charitableness, nothing but the certain prospect of doing 
essential service to my country can compensate for the 
injuries I receive. It would content me indeed to sac- 
rifice every consideration to the public good that would 
result from such persons as yourself My Wythe, M r 
Mason and some others being in Congress. I would 
with persevering ardor press thro every difficulty in 
conjunction with such Associates. I am informed that 
Col? Blackburn intends to propose a bi[ll] this Session 
for the relief of Landlords — I should suppose that 
the wisdom and justice of the Legislature can and will 
devise some remedy for the relief of this class of people 
among us. I am one, who have the misfortune to se[e] 
myself and family nearly ruined by the retrospective 
effect of our law. Almost the whole of my landed 
estate was rented out some years before th[e] war for 
low cash rents, and under the faith of existing law which 
secured me Specie for my rents. The vast sums of 
paper money that have been issued (& this being now 
a legal tender for the discharge of rents growing from 
old contracts) and the consequent depreciation, has well 
nigh effected an entire transfer of my estate to my 
Tenants. This year Sir, the rents of 4000 acres of 
fine Land will not buy me 20 barrels of Corn ! I am 
very far from desiring that the law should place these 
contracts litterally as they were, but substantially so, it 
is [& ? sjeems just that they should be. When the 
Tenant agreed to pay me £ 6 . for an hund. acres rent, he 
could not sell his Tob? for more than 16 or 18 shillings 
an hundred — Now he sells his Tob? for £\o & 12 
py Cent. It does not appear to me that the public 
good can be concerned in thus transferring the property 
of Landlords to their Tenants — But public justice 
demands that the true meaning, and genuine spirit of 
contracts should be complied with. It appears to me 
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that an Act of Commutation might set this business 
right by directing the payment in produce at the pre- 
vailing price of such produce when the Contracts were 
made, leaving this to be settled by the Courts annually 
as they formerly did in the case of exchange. I well 
know your love of justice to be such that your appro- 
bation will be given to any proper plan for doing right 
in the premises. For my own part, I am willing to 
suffer every thing rather than injure the public cause, 
but in the present state of things I can see no pos- 
sibility of public injury from thus rendering private 
justice. 

I am with much esteem and regard dear Sir your 
most obedient and very humble Servant. 


TO [THOMAS JEFFERSON]i 

Philadelphia May 22. 1779 

Dear Sir, 

I have paid due attention to your favor of April the 
21??, and I believe there would have been no difficulty 
in obtaining what is desired for Baron de Geismar had 
not the enemy created the difficulties that do exist. 
They absolutely refuse to admit partial _ [exchanges, 
and they have lately proposed such unfair [terjrns for 
general exchange, that nothing can be done in either 
of these ways. They will not allow one of our Offi- 
cers to come out on parole, if like permission be 
granted to one of theirs, as appeared in the case of 
Major de Passefen [o]f the Regiment of Hesse Hanau. 
Upon consideration of this matter with your friend 
M? Peters, who is one of the Board of War, we con- 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Jefferson Correspondence, Letters 
to Jefferson, Ser. 2, Vol. 51, No. 26. A text with variations is 
printed in R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee, II. 46, 
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elude the way to put this matter [i]nto the best train 
will be for the Baron to apply to the British Com- 
mander in Chief for this parole exchange, [a]nd write 
to Gen. Knephausen to support the request — That 
these letters be sent here to the Board of War, and 
they will will immediately forward them thro the Com- 
missary of Prisoners expressing their willingness to 
gratify the Baron. An objection is raised here to 
gratifying this Officer without receiving something like 
an equivalent from the enemy, as tending to encour- 
age their obstinacy in refusing a general exchange on 
terms of fair equality, by which our captive Offi- 
c[ers ?] . . . 1 

We have no news here but what comes from Vir- 
ginia, — All good men are waiting with anxious expec- 
tation to hear that our Countrymen have given these 
wicked Invaders cause to repent of their undertaking. 

We have been told that Col? Hamilton of Detroit 
is ou[r] prisoner, made so by the brave Col? Clarke — 
I wish it may be true, and I hope the 2 Prisoner will 
be well secured, because his enmity to us, his activity, 
and influence among the Indians, are equal and all 
very great — My respects to M? Wythe and my other 
friends. 

I am dear Sir yours sincerely. 

1 There is a manifest omission in the manuscript here. 

2 Two illegible erasures, one above the other, occur here. 
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TO HENRY LAURENS i 

Chester 8 oclock Thursday Evf [May 27, 1 779] 
My dear Sir, 

On my way here I met with My Serjeant, of whom 
I enquired touching the proof he had mentioned of 
Deanes having communicated the intended Treaty to 
Wharton in London some days before its conclusion — 
The Witness is, it seems. Surgeon to Proctors Regi- 
ment, now on its way to Pittsburg — This man was 
the Bearer of the letters to Wharton, and his evidence 
is I think very conclusive — I assure you Sir I 
am in this case not influenced in the least by motives 
of personal resentment, the thorough conviction I 
have of the public good that will result from fixing 
on Deane the guilt that I am satisfied he has 
practiced influences me solely. It is impossible that 
justice can be done, either to the Community, or 
to Individuals, unless this man be properly under- 
stood. And certainly nothing more is necessary to 
accomplish this than to proceed with serious determi- 
nation to the enquiry and collect the evidence written 
and oral that this Country abundantly furnishes. The 
establishment of his criminality will at once prevent 
him from imposing on the public to its future injury, 
and do justice to the characters he has traduced by 
charging them with crimes committed by himself. 
This evidence may easily be had from Pittsburg, Sy 
James Jay & Cap! Nicholson are in Philadelphia My 
Diggs will attend when called on — These, with the 
papers you have, shew enormity sufficient to place 

1 Transcript, Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 2, Addressed to him “in Chestnut Street near the /State 
House/ Philadelphia. ’ ’ Endorsed as received May 29 and answered 
June 1. 
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Deane in the light he ought to be seen i[n ] 1 2 I 
should not have troubled you Sir with s[o ] 1 long a 
letter on so foul a subject, if I were not perfectly satis- 
fied of your attachment to the cause of justice and 
general good, your dislike of public defaulters and 
your desire to protect and defend the virtuous servants 
of the United States — I understand by M? Sergeant 
that M? Secretary Thomson has been long acquainted 
with D? Kendals evidence, and having concealed it, 
and acted the part he has done, renders him as unfit 
to be the Secretary of Congress, as any other W — h — e 
in Philadelphia. I shall continue to entertain the very 
agreeable hopes of being honored with your Company 
in your way Southward. Your route is thro Balti- 
more, cross Potomac at Hoes, and from M? Hoe you 
will get exact direction to my house. 

I am, with most affectionate esteem dear Sir your 
most obedient and obliged servant. 

P.S. 

My friend Col? Scudder will exert himself in getting 
this evidence to prove the perfidy of our self applaud- 
ing, discarded, wishing to be Minister — 


TO SAMUEL ADAMS 2 

Chantilly June the 6th 1779 

My dear Friend 

There seems to be something ungenerous in wishing 
you may continue in a situati[o]n where I well know 
that your fine patriotic (I [do ?] x nt say feelings because 
Penn has vulgarized [the wor] a d) sense receives re- 

1 Hole in the Ms. 

2 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Samuel 
Adams Papers. Addressed to Adams, “ Member of Congress at/ 
Philadelphia.” 
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peated wounds from the and the of many of 1 

those you are confined to converse and to do business with. 
Yet I am not unreasonable. If I had to draw with 
such as you have, I would encounter the rest with 
all imaginable patience and vigor. But too much has 
been done ; and with too much pains, risk, and perse- 
verance, to let the whole be lost by a few Spoilers. 
The author of this Revolution will not suffer the good 
it was intended to produce to be lost for the wicked- 
ness of a few individuals — I trust therefore, that 
sufficient influence will operate on good men, to have 
enough always collected to stem the torrent of wicked- 
ness and perversity. Should the news prevailing here 
of Gen. Lincolns having entirely defeated the enemy 
prove true, we may hope, as this was done by our own 
countrymen, that our full share in the fishery and the 
navigation of Mississippi may yet be obtained notwith- 
standing the excellent and honorable expositions that our 
really excellent friend Lovell furnished us with a 
translation of, dated A Philadelphie le 22 May 1779. 
It is very amusing to see a Man undertake to condemn, 
what he supposes, a partial and unfair explanation of 
Treaty, and proceed to give one himself that is infi- 
nitely m] 2 ore scholastic than generous, more labored 
than] 2 just. However I hope our good Ally enter- 
tains no such sentiments, as will lead to yieldings by 
which our future safety, strength, and prosperity will 
be put on 3 doubtful ground. The enemy have plun- 
dered and left us — If tempted thereby to come again, 
I hope their fortune will be less, and their punishment 
greater. Our Assembly have chosen Jefferson Gov- 
ernor, this augurs wisdom in the new Delegates, and 
promises a good choice of their other Servants — I 

x The words “many of” are inserted above the line. 

2 Ms. damaged. 3 The word “such” is here erased, 
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hope it will prove so. America may have wise and 
honest Counsellors, and having such, they would not 
be treated like children as now they are. I shall be 
happy to hear from you, and well pleased indeed to 
know that wisdom and diligence guided Congress — 
My best respects to the patriotic Inhabitants of Liberty 
Hall, and to my esteemed friends Gen. Whipple, M? 
Sherman, Gen. Spencer & Mf Ellery — I am, and shall 
be whilst I live your friend. 


TO [HENRY LAURENS] i 

Chantilly in Virginia June 6!^ 1779 

My Dear Sir, 

Our news here is most excellent; both from Wil- 
liamsburg and from Richmond it comes, that our 
countrymen have given the enemy in the South a 
complete overthrow, killed many and taken many 
prisoners, with the cannon, stores, baggage & wag- 
gons of their army — One of my letters says, it is 
expected the whole will be made prisoners. This, if 
true, will be the more glorious as we shall have done 
it ourselves, and on that account more productive of 
useful consequences. Heaven grant it may be so, I 
shall then, with infinite pleasure congratulate my friend 
on the recovery of his property, and our common 
country on so great a step towards realy putting a 
period to the war. I think that in this case we 1 2 may 
insist on our full share of the Fishery, and the free 
navigation of the Mississippi. These are things of 
very great and lasting importance to America, the 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 3. 

2 Written over other letters. 
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yielding of which will not procure the Congress thanks 
either from the present age or posterity. Yet it 
appears to me that Congress will suffer themselves to 
be wriggled (for I can hardly call it by so rough a 
name as jostling) out of both these momentous rights. 
Rights say the other side of the House, we deny that 
8t c . — Softly gentlemen, I have had so many sick- 
ening doses of your jargon on this subject, that I 
do not mean to interrupt my present happy state by 
suffering such nauseous intrusion — Nature and rea- 
son have given us both, no Attorneys quirks can 
shake titles derived from such sources. I arrived here 
in five days from Philadelphia, where I learned that 
the enemy had quitted this State with a good deal of 
plunder on the 2 6 - of may. I wish this had been 
known to me before I left Philadelphia. — I should 
certainly have remained to see the foreign business 
finished — However, after all that has happened I 
cannot help yet hoping, that a majority will be found 
among the representatives of young Republics who 
will support able and honest servants, whilst they 
properly censure and discountenance the knavish 
abusers of public trust. Methinks our Congress 
should direct to be written in large characters and 
placed in the most visible part of their Session Hall 
the following just sentiment of the excellent Montes- 
quieu “ There is no great share of probity necessary 
to support a Monarchical or Despotic government. 
The force of laws in 1 one, and the Princes arm in the 
other, are sufficient to direct and maintain the whole. 
But in a popular state, one spring more is necessary, 
namely Virtue .” If he had added Vigilance his fabric 
would have been complete. I know there are Mande- 
villes among you who laugh at virtue, and with vain 


1 The word “ the ” is here erased. 
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ostentatious display of words will deduce from vice, 
public good ! But such men are much fitter to be 
Slaves in the corrupt, rotten despotisms of Europe, 
than to remain citizens of young and rising republics. 
The Committee of Philadelphia have my free consent 
to send all such within the enemies lines. I think 
this useful Committee would have no difficulty in say- 
ing with certainty Thou, & Thou, & Thou, & 
Thou, & Thou, & Thou, & Thou art the man. Tho 
not perfectly pure after this 1 selection, such a Load 
would be removed, that a young and vigorous consti- 
tution might soon work itself clean and perfect health 
take place. 

I contemplate with much satisfaction the time when 
our Cottage shall be honored with your company, and 
if you can enable me to judge when you will be at 
Hooes ferry on Potomac, I would send a Guide 
there to shew the way to this place. You have 
been so extremely kind in furnishing me with copies 
of many papers, that I know not how to request a 
copy of M* Deanes letter of december the I*? 1777 
wherein he writes “ Not ostensibly to the Court but to 
a private company ” And a copy of R. Morris’s letter 
suggesting Deanes partnership with Williams. I ob- 
serve that frequent mention is made of Deanes agree- 
ment with Beaumerchais — If any such was made, 
surely it is in writing and ought to be produced. I 
should be very glad to have a copy. Or is this an 
ideal thing that we are insulted with so frequently, as 
indeed we have been by many other visions, such as 
with [ cc ] Mr Deanes great services and virtuous transac- 
tion of the public affairs committed to him — M* Holkers 
disinterested furnishing of cloaths — M* Monthieus 
c better cloaths no army ever wore * — M* Williams’s able 


1 Substituted for €€ such ” erased. 
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services for the ■public evidenced by his sending Car- 
goes without Invoices, and Chartered Ships without 
copy of the Charter party or a word explanatory of 
the contract made for the Ship ! These numerous 
instances of audaciously attempting to make vice vir- 
tue proves, either a very bad opinion of Congress, or 
the very bad composition of those who practise such 
things. I shall be much obliged to you Sir if you will 
find some opportunity of getting the papers read in 
Congress that shew the wicked attempt to destroy the 
reputation of Mf Schweighausers house by Chaumont 
and his friend at Nantes. Nor shall I be less thank- 
ful for your obtaining a report and conclusion upon 
the papers I had the honor to send you from hence 
last december on the subject of Penns purchase of 
Tob? in this State under Braxtons direction. I re- 
member well the kind promise you made to favor me 
now and then with a letter and with the news, as well 
as the determinations relative to our foreign affairs. 
There are three houses on your way from Philadelphia 
here, the Masters of which are my friends, and where 
yourself, your people, and horses will be kindly and 
hospitably entertained — M' Jacob Giles just on this 
side Susquehannah ferry — M' Stephen West about 5 
miles on this side Upper Marlborough in Maryland, 
and the honorable Richard Lee esq' near Hooes ferry 
on the north side of Potomac. I mention these, be- 
cause the public houses afford very indifferent enter- 
tainment for Man or horse. I am, with very great 
esteem and affection, dear Sir yours most sincerely. 
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TO [GEORGE MASON] i 

Chantilly, June 9th, 1779. 

Dear Sir: 

I am much obliged to you for your favor of the 4th, 
but greatly concerned for your state of health. The 
force of party and the power of fortune it seems to me, 
are leagued to distress if not to ruin America. There 
never was a time when the fullest exertion of ability 
and integrity was more necessary to rescue us from 
impending ills. The inundation of money appears to 
have overflowed virtue, and I fear will bury the liberty 
of America in the same grave. Believe me, Sir, it is 
not from improper despondence that I think in this 
manner. Look around you, do you anywhere see wis- 
dom and integrity, and industry prevail either in council 
or execution? The demon of avarice, extortion, and 
fortune-making seizes all ranks. And now, to get into 
office is another thing for getting into wealth on public 
funds and to the public injury. I well know that much 
of this will in all countries take place in time of war, 
but in America, unfortunately at this time, nothing else 
is attended to. And such is the state of things, so 
unequally is this mass of money distributed, that I 
assure you my apprehensions are great that this heavy 
tax will come with crushing weight on great numbers 
of honest, industrious men, whilst a number of others 
who have amassed thousands by illicit means will not 
feel the burthen. I hope some method will be fallen 
on to make the tax touch the speculators, monopolists, 
and those people concerned in staff departments of 
commissary, quartemaster, &c., &c. who have acquired 
vast wealth on very pernicious principles. , In choosing 

1 From the text printed in Kate Mason Rowland, Life and Corre- 
spondence of George Mason , I. 330. 
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the executive officers of government, integrity, ability, 
and industry must be attended to, or we are inevitably 
ruined. The millions we issue are with such profusion 
wasted, that they produce only heavy taxes without 
good to the community. This I apprehend arises 
from want of wisdom, diligence, or integrity some- 
where. In truth there is so little attention paid to 
the expenditure of the public money, and the public 
accounts are so irregularly settled, or rather not settled 
at all, that it affords opportunities and gives temptation 
to men not truly moral to venture on bad practises in 
hopes of impunity. To me it appears of indispensable 
necessity that instructions be given to your delegates 
in Congress in terms peremptory and express that they 
move Congress, and never cease to urge it, that the 
most immediate and effectual settlement be made of all 
public accounts, calling to strict account all those who 
have been entrusted with public money, admitting not 
of evasive and dilatory pleas. That they have ready to 
lay before the Assembly, at its next meeting their pro- 
ceedings herein, and if it is not done, the reasons why. 
I mean this latter part, in order to prevent those kind 
of put offs and go byes which I have seen so very often 
practised. 

There is another point on which I think instructions 
greatly necessary, because I apprehend abuse has already 
taken place to considerable extent, and may, if not 
prevented, go much further. It is to prevent the prac- 
tise of delegates from any State, and more particularly 
one delegate from any State, from obtaining from 
Congress money on the credit of the State he or they 
come from without the orders of that particular State. 
In time, when death or bankruptcy shall have removed 
delegates or incapacitated them, these grants may be 
refused by the States, or some of them, and public 
discord and confusion be the result. This practise 
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began originally upon the necessity members were 
under of getting money due to them for wages to sup- 
port their necessary expenses, and so far as that, strictly 
confined there, nothing ill would have resulted. But 
I have reason to think it has been carried much further. 
Your treasurer should be ordered to remit the wages of 
the delegates in due season, and the practise of taking 
money from the Continental treasury without express 
order be totally inhibited. If necessity compelled, why, 
then, there was no resisting the measure, but it does 
seem strange, that when the quantity of money in cir- 
culation has almost stopped its currency and introduced 
universal corruption of manners, which both obliged 
the laying of a most weighty tax, that our Assembly 
should order a million of pounds to be emitted. I 
greatly fear the effect of this, as well in reality, as from 
the operation it will have on the apprehensions of men 
in the other States ! 

It is, I think, to be feared, that the enemy's late 
success in this State will encourage other visits, and 
behooves us both in the deliberative and executive 
departments, to be as well prepared in every respect as 
possible to prevent the like success on their part and 
injury on ours. The first thing is to remove tempta- 
tion by never suffering stores of any kind to be col- 
lected in considerable quantities near where troops 
may be landed from vessels protected by ships of war. 
Where the enemy want provisions and wish to destroy 
our means of defence, surely magazines of provisions 
and of warlike stores ought to be places the most secure. 
It appears to me that expensive fortifications are not 
the thing. Mere batteries to protect vessels against 
small sea force is all of this kind that can for the pres- 
ent be attempted with propriety and success. Extreme 
mismanagement has, I suppose, alienated our minds 
from our true, just and natural defence by vessels of 
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war. I think it may be demonstrated that eight gallies 
on our part and six on that of Maryland, well-manned, 
fitted and commanded, carrying thirty-two and twenty- 
four pounders, and constructed as were the Congress 
gallies built at Philadelphia, would with ease baffle the 
attempts of such a force as came here last. This is a 
kind of movable battery which proceeding with the 
enemy would disappoint them, whilst forts on land 
will be avoided when the foe is weak and always fall 
when they are strong. And these forts, under the 
idea of strength delude men to make collections which 
they otherwise would not, and which tempt an enemy 
to come for plunder where they would not otherwise 
visit. 

On the subject of public accounts and public ex- 
penses, Dr. Lee in a late letter to Congress : “ Indeed 
there has been hitherto such licentiousness suffered in 
the conduct of our affairs, that these gentlemen [mean- 
ing Ross, Williams, &c., &c., &c.] seem to think it 
both an affront and injustice to be called upon for a 
clear and unequivocal account of the expenditure of 
the public money. It seems clear to me that if all the 
millions expended are thus accounted for, the burthens 
and poverty of the public will increase with the opulence 
of individuals , and soon become intolerable.” This is 
a melancholy truth. Squire Lee will show you a copy 
of a letter to this very Ross, whom Braxton writes so 
prettily about, from the commissioners by which you 
may judge how he is going on. This man has had 
more than 400,000 livres of France advanced him by 
Deane, besides remittances from America. He is one 
of the commercial league on public funds. 

As this is a safe opportunity, I enclose you the State 
papers you desired me to get, and at your leisure be 
pleased to let me have a copy as I have not had time 
to make one. I rejoice greatly at the news from South 
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Carolina. God grant it may be true. If this should 
force the enemy to reason and to peace, would you 
give up the navigation of the Mississippi and our 
domestic fishery on the banks of Newfoundland? The 
former almost infinitely depreciating our back coun- 
try and the latter totally destroying us as a maritime 
power. That is taking the name of independence 
without the means of supporting it. If you have any 
news and time to write it I pray you to do so, and ex- 
cuse this long trespass on your patience and your 
business. 

I am most affectionately yours. 


TO [GENERAL THOMAS MIFFLIN?]! 

Chantilly June 13. 1779 

Dear Sir, 

I think Fiddle has played a fine tune in Dunlaps 
paper of May the 29 th — If you wish to know what 
Fiddle, whether a Cremona, a Steyner, or a Base viol, 
or the Head of a Base Viol, ask our friend Ellery and he 
will explain the mystery. Some people rather than not 
be remarkable would be so for being supremely ridic- 
ulous — So, that rather than it should not be known 
that Fiddle sometimes plays in Congress a first Fiddle, 
the yeas and nays must be published in Dunlaps paper 
on the 129- of May, [tha] t all the world may be set to 
laughing — at whom — not at Mf Laurens — But, a 
jocis ad seria — Have you rescued the fishery from the 
paws that are used to pull the Chesnuts out of the fire 
— It is mighty convenient, when a person does not 
choose to burn his own fingers, to have ready an offi- 

1 A. dr. L. University of Virginia, Lee Papers, No. 309. En- 
dorsed in autograph “ Letter about / Fiddle / alias Merry w r Smith / 
to Gen Mifflin ” [?]. 
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cious hand, willing to encounter the embers. I think 
that as the house near the Capitol is less than the Cap- 
itol , that the Lesser ought not to dictate to the Larger, 
and more especially as the “ Alliance not being victori- 
ous cannot give law to the common enemy’ . . . Mr 
Ellery’s sagacity can help to explain this last enigma if you 
should find any difficulty with the thing yourself 


TO [HENRY LAURENS]i 


Chantilly in Virc ! 1 June the 13* 1779 

My dear Sir, 

Accept my thanks for your obliging favor of the 
third instant with the inclosures mentioned therein 
which I duly received on the 9*, three days after I had 
dispatched to the Post a letter for you dated the 6 th of 
this month. Living thirteen miles from the line of 
post, and being obliged to send one day for my letters 
and four days afterwards with my letters, it is not in 
my power to reply to my friends by the return of the 
post that brings me their favors. 

We wait with great impatience for confirmation of 
the southern news, which has come to us by such 
various ways, and corresponding so well with the last 
authentic accounts of the situation of the enemy and of 
our Troops, that most people here credit the account 
of the former being defeated. Mr Smith (alias Dog- 
berry) has been famous here for being a very vain and 
a very troublesome man — But his vanity, for certain 
reasons, has been so powerfully fed at Philadelphia, 
that it hath eaten him up — I can no otherways 
account for the publication of the yeas and nays in 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 4. 
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Dunlaps paper of the 29-, w- I presume will set all 
the world to laughing at him as they do here — Per- 
haps, like the “ Aspiring youth who fired the Ephe- 
sian Dome/’ he means to establish his fame upon the 
reverse of right. So that his monument may be, not 
for building but for destroying Temples. It has been 
very obvious to me for some months past that Deane 
and his party were planning a second publication, or 
why those repeated letters to Congress boldly demand- 
ing trial when he knew the public business and his 
faction were ready to prevent it? But there is so 
much rottenness at the bottom and in every part of 
their System, that no stratagem, or combination of 
stratagems, can sustain the putrid fabric — It must be 
dissolved by the judicious probings of honest whiggism. 
I therefore wish that Mr Deane were brought to an 
open door, full and thorough examination into his 
political and commercial conduct. For, though com- 
merce be an employment in itself honorable and 
useful, yet the trading on public funds, making the 
public interest bend before private views, and en- 
deavoring to cover all this with the veil of mystery, 
and by recrimination to turn the public attention from 
and prevent examination into the proper men and 
proper things, is a conduct highly reprehensible, and 
being properly exposed to public view, would presently 
bring to punishment and to contempt, the authors and 
abettors of such nefarious proceeding. It has hap- 
pened as I imagined, that I should be called upon 
about the letters I inclosed you concerning the miscon- 
duct of a Mr Penn employed by Mr Braxton to pur- 
chase Tob? for the Continent in this State. I have 
received a letter since my, return, from a Member of 
our Assembly, desiring to know what has been done 
in the affair. Be so good Sir as press this matter to a 
conclusion, as well on principles of public good, as 
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that my unprincipled enemies may not suggest that I 
have collusively suppressed enquiry. I hope by this 
time you will have received good news from Europe — 
Perhaps Spain, or Prussia, or the Empire, or Holland 
has declared for our Alliance — It will give me much 
pleasure to know this, and that our foreign affairs and 
finance have been finished with tolerable wisdom. The 
two last I suppose depend much on the pleasure of 
the Table — It will be well for these people if the curse 
of David does not at length overtake them “ Let their 
Table be made a snare to take themselves withal : and 
let the things that should have been for their wealth, 
be unto them an occasion of falling ” — I have the 
honor to be with great respect and esteem dear Sir 
your much obliged and most obedient servant. 


TO HENRY LAURENS i 

Chantilly June 18* 1779 

My dear Sir, 

I have not yet been able to send to the Post Office 
and therefore know not whether I am honored with a 
letter from you* or not by the last Post. A late land- 
ing of the enemy in the county next below us obliged 
me to lead the Militia to prevent them from burning 
our Warehouses as they did those of Northumberland 
with between two and three hundred hogsheads of 
Tobacco in them. They have fo Vessels, two of 30 
guns and the rest small, from some of which they 
landed 60 men where no force was collected to oppose 
them, burned the Warehouses and three private houses, 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 5. Addressed, <€ Honorable Henry* Laurens/of the Con- 
gress/Philadelphia.” Endorsed, ff Rec 4 28 th ” [Junel tf< Ans 4 1 6 July.” 

2 Ms. blotted. 
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carrying of[f] several negroes with them — They 
disappeared on hearing that the Militia of Northumber- 
land was preparing to attack them. Our news from 
the Southward is not yet confirmed, but the victory 
over the enemy comes so many ways that it is univer- 
sally credited here. The inclosed scrap of a News- 
paper will give you the last account from Williamsburg 
on this subject. I understand that our present in- 
vaders are a collection of Tories from New York, com- 
bined for the purpose of plunder and revenge. Fine 
Agents of George the third ! — I am, with the most 
sincere esteem and respect, my dear Sir your most 
obliged and affectionate friend. 


TO SAMUEL ADAMS 1 

Chantilly June i8^ 1779 

My dear Friend. 

I am this moment returned from an expedition with 
our militia to prevent the further ravage of a sett of 
Tory miscreants from New York who have clubbed 
their force for the purpose of plunder and revenge — 
Most excellent agents of George the third ! They 
landed 60 men where there was no force collected to 
oppose them, and burnt the Warehouses on Wicomico 
river with between two and three hundred hogsheads 
of Tobacco, and three private houses, carrying oif a 
Gentleman from one of them with several Slaves from 
the neighborhood. Finding the Militia were assem- 
bling they embarked and disappeared declaring their 
purpose was 2 to burn every Warehouse on Potomac 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation),- 
Samuel Adams Papers. Addressed to him as “ Member of Congress 
/Philadelphia.” 

2 The two words preceding are substituted for “intention ” erased. 
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river. This discovery of their intention will I expect 
defeat their design. Our accounts, which are pretty 
good, make the number of their vessels ten, eight of 
them small, and the others of 30 guns each. These 
wretches have it in their power to create us great 
expence and much trouble, pierced as we are in every 
part with waters deep and broad, without marine force 
sufficient to oppose even this contemptible collection 
of Pirates, We are compelled to such frequent calls 
upon the Militia as to injure greatly the agriculture of 
the country without effectually answering the purpose 
of defence, because these freebooters fly quickly with 
their canvas wings from one undefended place to 
another, burn what they find and retire before a force 
can be collected to chastise them. Two frigates joined 
with our small Yesels of war could destroy this 
whole collection of Banditti, and relieve us from much 
charge and inconvenience. If the Marine committee 
could order such a force into Chesapeake Bay it would 
greatly serve us, and punish a most abominable and 
unprincipled sett of Buccaneers. By their having 
taken off three of our best Bay and river pilots it 
appears that they design to stay some time and to 
endeavor the execution of their Warehouse burning 
plan. I had hoped to have heard from you by the 
last post, but the necessity of leading the Militia out 
on the late alarm has prevented me, ’till now, from 
sending to the Post Office. We have not a confirma- 
tion of the good news from Charles Town yet, but the 
account of Gen. Lincolns victory comes so many ways 
that it gains universal credit here. My best respects 
attend my honorable Whig acquaintances in Congress. 
I am my dear Sir most affectionately yours. 
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TO SAMUEL ADAMS * 

My DEAR Friend Virginia June 19 $ i 7 79 

Since writing to you yesterday we have had the 
oportunity of examining a Man that left the enemy 
whilst they were burning our Warehouses. He is an 
Eastern Man, was captured sometime ago and detained. 
He says, the Vessels now in our Bay consist of the 
Otter 18 guns, the Harlem 12 guns, both Kings Ves- 
sels, the Dunmore 16, Hammond Schooner 14, Lord 
North 12, Fincastle 2, three pounders. The 4 last, 
are Gutridges fleet — Besides the Warehouses, they 
plundered and burned five private houses — They have 
about 80 Men that they use as Marines, and with these 
they land at unguarded places, plunder & destroy. 

Were the Confederacy disengaged, she alone would 
demolish this whole band of pirates. 

If the Boston is recovered, she, with the Dean, can 
jn a fortnight capture all these Vessels and relieve the 
numerous water settlements on Chesapeak and its de- 
pendencies. Our Militia cannot be everywhere, and 
where they are not, these plunderers land and destroy. 
I recollect, that some weeks ago, the Merchants of 
Philadelphia offered to assist in getting men for the 
Continental Ships, in order to clear the Bay of Chsa- 
peak of obstructions to their commerce — The present 
enemy may be removed without much difficulty, and 
whilst they continue in our Bay, they obstruct the 
trade as effectually as the largest ships could do. If 
the Marine Committee can relieve us I am sure it will 
be done. 

May heaven preserve you in health and happiness. 

Your friend. 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), 
Samuel Adams Papers. Addressed to him as €€ Member of Congress 
/Philadelphia . y 9 
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TO SAMUEL ADAMS 1 

Chantilly in Virginia, June 20, 1779 

My dear Friend, 

I well know that your engagement with the pub. 
business will not permit you to write to me so fre- 
quently as I wish to hear from you, or as my leisure 
permits me to write to you. This will be the third 
letter from me to you by this post, and this is intended 
chiefly to cover the copy of a letter received yesterday 
from my brof W- Lee — Tho it is of an old date, it 
contains many things worthy of observation — and you 
will make such use of it as your wisdom may suggest 
for the public good. I do not think the writer would 
have been so incredulous if he had been in C — ss 2 
eight or ten months last past — Why has every art 
been used to delay the most essential of our foreign 
& domestic business — Why such strong efforts to 
embroil us with the State of Pennsylvania — Why has 
no answer been sent to the long since propounded 
question concerning Spain which D? Lee. sent in Au- 
gust 78 and which Congress has been in possession of 
more than 6 months — Why has not the proposed 
Treaty with Holland, a copy of which has been so 
long sent & on the files of Congress been considered 
and determined on — Why such industry used to render 
odious, and drive from the pub. Councils the original, 
uniform, and firm Whiggs and friends to the interest and 
independence of America — These things have made up 
my judgment for some time 3 — Yet I hope the virtuous 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), 
Samuel Adams Papers. Addressed, (t Honorable Samuel Adams es- 
quire/ Member of Congress/ at/ Philadelphia.” 

2 Congress. 

3 The three words preceding are substituted for <( long since ” erased. 
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cause of America will prevail against the Devil & all his 
works. By the Manner in which Dean appears by this 
letter to have written so long since as to have reached 
Europe before the ao- of december last, we may con- 
clude how long ago it was that the Party had formed that 
plan which with so much intrigue, assiduity, and wick- 
edness, they have ever since prosecuted — The inclosed 
scrap of an English November last Newspaper shews 
the great importance of the American fishery and may 
afford a clue for explaining the manoeuvres used to 
exclude America therefrom — Strange that we cannot 
see the wisdom of taking care in the first place of our 
own most essential rights ! — I am much concerned to 
hear there are such minatory complaints from the Com. 
General’s & Board of War departments — cannot some 
of G. Morris’s undirected purchase be applied to the 
former, as a plentiful new harvest is coming in — And 
the latter I suppose must be remedied with expedients 
until the lately offered aid in this way can be obtained — 
But then no time should be lost in transmitting an in- 
voice of our wants — 

Farewell my dear friend, and may heaven crown 
your efforts for the secure independence of America 1 
with success — Affectionately yours. 

Gutridges Gang are again burning houses and 
plundering at the mouth of Rappahanock river. 

1 A word is here erased. 
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TO HENRY LAURENS i 

Menokin in Virginia June 20^ 1779 

My dear Sir, 

I had the honor of writing to you on the 1 8- in- 
stant previous to my leaving Chantilly for this my 
brothers seat. I have here been favored with your 
obliging letter of the 8- with its inclosures, for which 
I present my best thanks. The letter you send me 
is from my brother William dated Frankfort Decem- 
ber 20— 1778, and contains the following paragraphs 
“ The British partizans headed by the P. of O. 1 2 & 
aided by British guineas had nearly prevailed to de- 
stroy the freedom of the Dutch commerce & overthrow 
the rights of the Republic, but the firmness of the 
Regency & Pensionary of Amsterdam supported by 
the body of the Merchants, at the head of whom was 
placed Mons? Jean de Neufville, has hitherto saved the 
Republic from the evils it was threatened with ; & the 
patriotic party seems to gather strength. For, on 
the last question in the general assembly of the States, 
two other cities & three members of the Nobility 
voted with Amsterdam, so that by perseverance it is 
expected the patriotic measures will finally prevail. 
All which, will be greatly to our advantage — I cannot 
learn that G. B. has been able to engage any fresh 
troops from this quarter for the American war. On 
the contrary, I am assured from all quarters, that she 
will not be able to procure near the number of re- 
cruits necessary to complete the German corps now 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 6. Addressed to him as “ Member of Congress / at / 
Philadelphia / 9 Endorsed, “Reef 28” [June] “Ansf 16 July.” 

2 Prince of Orange. 
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in America. — The designs of the B. Ministry cannot 
be exactly understood, because their plans are changed 
so frequently. However, I think they are determined 
on essaying another campaign to recover America, and 
that most of their operations will be of the predatory 
kind & ravaging the back country with the Indians — 
Be as well prepared as possible for any sudden attempt 
on the Coast of Virginia, & on Charles Town which 
from resentment Clinton will wish to destroy — ’Tis 
my duty to mention, and you may be assured of the fact y 
that L? North declared publickly in the house of Com- 
mons, that if the Congress had assented to treat on the 
terms proposed by the British Commissioners, that he 
would not have confirmed them. After this, what 
American, in his senses, can listen one moment to any 
terms whatsoever proposed by the present British 
Ministry ? this should be published thro America, and 
if it is necessary, you may give me as the author — 
M r Deane has, it seems, written over, that Congress 
had plans of changing all their appointments in Europe 
& that he was coming over in a very lucrative employ- 
ment. I had no doubt but that he and his Coadjutor 
6 — would carry on intrigue and trick wherever they 
were, but my opinion of Congress must be greatly 
changed from what it is, before I ^can believe it will be 
deluded by them. — The English papers tell us of a 
thousand divisions & distractions in America & even 
in Congress, not a word of which do I believe, tho’ 
Gov? Johnston insists that a great deal of his money 
was received, which was layed out to produce those 
effects.” 

If the writer of these paragraphs had been in Con- 
gress the last ten months he would be less incredulous. 
For, from what cause has it happened, that in that 
most important period so little, so very little, has been 
done in those essential things that concern the happi- 
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ness and safety of America — Why has it been, that 
so much pains has been taken to force a breach between 
Congress & the State of Pennsylvania — Why so much 
intrigue to create jealousy, distrust, and hatred of the 
long tried, firm Whigs & supporters of the American 
Independence? I am settled in my opinion — Yet I 
hope that Heaven & America will baffle all these secret 
determinations and open Attempts. As it does not 
seem probable at present that Count D’Esteing will 
come here, I should suppose that the provisions pur- 
chased for his support on this coast might aid M? 
Wadsworths department — especially as the new har- 
vest is now coming in. I am decided in my opinion, 
that if the U. States do not get into their public coun- 
cils such of their Men as possess the greatest abilities 
and most integrity, in place of number that now they 
trust ; our liberties will be greatly endangered indeed. 
I believe there are few private clubs of gentlemen in 
the world that would suffer themselves to be insulted 
by M. Deane in the manner Congress has been for 
some months past — What can all this mean? — This 
is the 4- letter I have written to you since my arrival 
in Virginia. I should wish to know if you receive 
them. I am yours dear Sir with great respect, esteem, 
and affection, 

TO GENERAL [WILLIAM WHIPPLE ?]» 

Chantilly in Virginia June 26 th 1779 

Dear General, 

I wish this may find you as happy at Philadelphia 
as we are at Chantilly — nothing but the want of rain 
disturbs us, we have neither wicked, perverse or foolish 

1 Transcript, Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Langdon Collec- 
tion. 
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Politicians here whose misconduct makes us fear for the 
safety of the Country. I have frequently admired the 
philosophic ease with which you have Contemptuously 
viewed the proceedings in Congress which I own shocked 
me exceedingly. I suppose you have fixed your opinion 
with Mr Pope “ what ever is, is right.” I believe in- 
deed the wisdom and goodness of the Creator does not 
frequently deduce from evil, yet I am exceedingly cha- 
grined when I see wicked and weak men have session 
in and misconduct the public Councils. I understand 
that our excellent friend Sam Adams has left Congress — 
I am truly sorry for I well know that his ability and 
integrity will be missed from any assembly, but indes- 
pensible from the one from which he went. As you 
are the oldest member & the most skilled in Marine 
matters I take it for granted that you are now Chair- 
man of the Marine Committee, But whether so or not 
let me intreat you that you prevail with the Committee 
to order two Frigates into Chesapeak Bay if it is only 
for a few days — The Confederacy & the Boston can 
with infinite ease destroy the enemies vessels that are 
doing us so much injury, causing us so much expence 
by frequent calls for Militia — They have already burnt 
several private houses and one public warehouse with 
between 2 & 300 hhds of Tobo. and carried off much 
plunder & many negroes — Soon as they see the 
Militia gathering they embark and go to another un- 
guarded place. They have 6 Vessels, Otter 16, Har- 
lem 12 Guns Kings Vessels — Dunmore 16, Schooner 
Hammond 14, Lord North 12 Guns & Fin Castle 2 
three pounders. The 4 last are Guntridges Pirates. 
They say the orders are to burn and destroy all before 
them — an Eastern Man whom they had captured and 
claimed escaped from them when they were burning 
the Warehouse and gave us the above account of their 
force, which is confirmed by others — They land be- 
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tween 60 & 70 men when they mean to do mischief — 
I do not think I can be charged with excess of opinion 
in favor of our Navy when I say that the frigates already 
mentioned could destroy these Pirates and return to 
their Stations after thus relieving our water bound 
Country and removing the cause of great expence. 
The frigates by calling at Hampton can get the best 
intelligence of the enemies situation & force — Do me 
the favor Sir to convey the enclosed to Mr Bradford 
as soon as you can) I shall thank you for your foreign 
& domestic news as well as to know what tunes the 
fiddle party are playing. My best respects attend my 
Whig friends in Congress. With sin — I am dr Sir 
your affct friend and obt servant. 


TO [THOMAS JEFFERSON]i 

Chantilly July 8* 1779 

Dear Sir, 

The Express that now waits on you from the field 
Officers of these exposed counties, furnishes me with 
an opportunity of thanking you for your favor of the 
I7 ih ult. It is unnecessary for me to make assurances 
that it will give me pleasure to hear from you when 
your leisure permitsj'or that I shall rejoice at the repu- 
tation which your administration may derive from the 
combined application of ability, industry, and the truest 
affection for our country and its cause. Every good 
Whig will wish success to a governor whose principles 
of action are not the incentives of whim, or the sugges- 
tions of partiality ; but who is influenced by motives of 
sound whiggism, which I take to be those of genuine 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Jefferson Correspondence, Letters 
to Jefferson, Ser. z, Vol. 51, No. 28. 
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philanthropy. Early and uniformly as we have been 
engaged in this great revolution, I shall not hesitate 
from time to time freely and without apology to give 
you my sentiments on such points as appear to me 
•conducive to the security of what we have so far ob- 
tained. In Virginia we have properly two frontiers, 
one bordered by a wilderness, the other by a Sea. 
into both of these issue savages, and into the latter 
the most savage. Our people on the former, have by 
long experience acquired the means of securing them- 
selves with a good degree of success against their human 
brutes. The eastern frontier has not yet been so suc- 
cessful — Nor will it be, until a wise and good adminis- 
tration like that of Alfred shall apply the proper remedy, 
and like him may acquire from a happy people the 
title of great — I suppose that the shores of Virginia, 
washed by navigable waters, exceed a thousa[nd] miles. 
Almost the whole of this must be come at thro a pas- 
sage of 20 miles which neglected, leaves us vulne [r] able 
thro so great an extent of coast. Reason points out 
the remedy, & as the historian says of Alfred so we 
must be 1 “sensible that the proper method of oppos- 
ing an enemy, who made incursions by sea, was to meet 
them on their own element, took care to provide him- 
self with a naval power. He distributed his armed 
vessels [at ?] proper stations — and was sure to meet the 
Danish vessels either before [or] after they had landed 
their troops, and to pursue them in all their incursions, 
tho the Danes might suddenly, by surprize, disembark 
on the coast, which was generally become desolate by 
their frequent ravages, they were encountered by the 
english fleet in their retreat, and escaped not as formerly 
by abandoning their booty, but paid by their total de- 
struction, the penalty of the disorders which they had 


1 The words “ so we must be 99 are Inserted above the line. 
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committed.” Our situation is abundantly more favor- 
able than was Alfreds for accomplishing the like pur- 
poses. Thro our capes they must come, and thro them 
they must return — the width but 20 miles, proper 
Spy, boats at sea may notify their approach, and like 
boats in the bay ma[y] give information of their en- 
trance should they have escaped the vigilance of the 
former. Forts, and fixed batteries, if feeble will be taken 
by the enemy, if strong they will not be disturbed, and 
can only give protection to a mile or two of country 
round about them. Moveable batteries are therefore 
the only sure and adequate defence. But this, some 
say, cannot be obtained against the superior marine force 
of England — granted for the present. But the dis- 
turbance we are now to apprehend from the govern- 
mental sea force of britain is not much — our enemies 
are of the privateer, piratical kind, not formidable 
for force, but much so for their more than savage 
brutality — The ill success with which our water de- 
fence hath been hitherto conducted has, I fear, dis- 
gusted people in general with their only true secu- 
rity, and renders it a most important object to remove 
the prejudice by an attention so wise to this branch, 
and such a vigorous application of its power, as to 
convince of its utility by the security that will be 
derived from it. I understand that many of our 
vessels are unfit for use, if so, by laying them up, 
the few that are fitly made can be more easily manned 
and provided with necessaries. My engagement, as 
chairman of the marine committee for some time past, 
has given me an opportunity of gaining some knowledge 
in these matters. It is indispensable that seamen 
should be well provided with those things that are 
necessary for their situation and employment. Con- 
stant work is as necessary as grog, and grog to them 
is the sine qua non of action and existence — those 
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officers therefore who have laid up their vessels in 
creeks and coves as some have done, have taken the 
most effectual way to ruin their men and unfit them 
for the sea service. It w? seem to me that this might 
be prevented by ordering the three principal officers in 
each vessel to return their journals and logbook every 
month or six weeks for examination, by which it will 
appear how they have executed their orders, and what 
has been their employment. By visiting them at 
proper times to see that their Vessels are kept in order 
and that due attention is paid to the seamen, convinced 
that their conduct would be accurately inspected, that 
the good & brave would be encouraged and promoted ; 
whilst disgrace and dismission followed the worthless, 
I suppose that our bay and rivers would not long be 
exposed to the insults and ravage of Gutridge and his 
associate plunderers. I know from good information, 
that these pirates express fear of the Maryland gallies, 
whilst they deride and scoff at our marine force — In 
these lower counties of the northern neck our situation 
is realy distressing — exposed by being on the water, 
at a distance from any marine protection, a dispersed 
militia without arms or amunition, puts it in the power of 
these buccaneers to infest and injure us without danger 
of punishment. The late destruction of Wiccomico 
warehouses will very much disable the people of Nor- 
thumberland from paying their taxes, & has, I hear, 
much dispirited them. In other parts of the country 
I hope the taxes will be cheerfully paid, as vast abund- 
ance of money must I think enable the people easily to 
do it. We have in this county appointed two recruiting 
officers under the late act, who from their dilige[nce] 
and popularity will I believe succeed in getting men, 
but th [ey] are unfurnished with money, an absolutely 
necessary article for the execution of their business, 
the act has not pointed out how they are to possess 
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themselves of the bounty to be offered the men, yet 
without some part of it I presume they will make but 
a poor progress, be pleased Sir to let me know what 
is to be done in this affair. Our last recruits, all but 
three that have deserted, and one who went with his 
brother to the grand army, are ready to be delivered 
when called for. I hope that our late successes on the 
western frontier will effectually secure us for this cam- 
paign against the favorite war our enemies have long 
meditated to carry on in that quarter — The reasons 
assigned for Hamiltons treatment are strongly and 
pointedly set forth — His fate is well merited — He 
has been long known as a cruel & [a] ctive partizan of 
the enemy in the back country — If we could but 
introduce oeconomy into our expenditures and more 
attention to business, I think that vigorous taxation 
would yet redeem us from our money distress — I own 
I do not like the issuing of a million ordered by our 
Assembly. 

I am affectionately your friend. 

P.S. Affairs seem to be working well in Holland 
notwithstanding the influence and industry of the 
Orange family — I hope the majority of those provinces 
will presently concur in resenting the British insults on 
their commerce — The most powerful have already 
done so, by giving convoy to their Trade — Amsterdam 
& Harlem have already given convoy — Rotterdam & 
Dort were on the point of joining them. 
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TO [HENRY LAURENS] i 


Chantilly July io. 1 779 

My dear Sir, 

I am to thank you, which I do very sincerely, for 
your favor of the 22 & . ult.° — It would give me infinitely 
more pleasure if my friends could inform me that the 
essential parts of business were duly attended to and 
executed. But when these are neglected, and with 
studied delays obstructed, candor itself must impute 
the cause to something else than folly, and something 
worse too. There is not a man in these States but 
knows the necessity of speedy appretiation, and it is 
impossible there should be a man in Congress ignorant 
of the importance of quickly determining on our for- 
eign affairs. Yet, after more than 5 months, very little 
is done in either of these ! It is impossible that such 
conduct can fail to ruin us in the opinion of the Euro- 
pean powers, attentive] 1 2 and sagacious as they are. 
There are some men so artful in garnishing falsehood 
with truth that the varnished tale goes down with, per- 
haps the greater number, who neither are, or 2 will take 
pains to be informed — Goddards Baltimore Journal 
of June 29* & Hall & Sellers gazette N? 2558 con- 
tain Samples of artful misrepresentation — I know the 
knaves who write these things have the advantage, 
because they cannot be completely] 2 exposed, without 
exposing secrets that it would be very unwise to pub- 
lish at present, this the true friends of America will 
not do, and this those Scribblers know well, which 
induces the 2 to come forward with so much effrontery. 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 7. 2 Ms. torn. 
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Yet I think both these deceivers might be handsomely 
scourged without making improper communications. 
There has not been, that America knows, a shadow 
of reason to suppose that G. B. meant to accept the 
proffered mediation of Spain — And when such a me- 
diation took place, was the proper time for the Bellig- 
era[nt ] 1 powers to prepare and offer their terms, upon 
being duly notified by the Mediatorial power — The 
reason is plain, whilst war continues, the events of 
that, may between the proffered and the accepted 
mediation, between the last & the conclusion, have so 
changed the state of things as to derange totally the 
terms proposed by either party — The information 
therefore of feb? last, was no ground for poisoning 
the public mind with assurances of great news , such 
news as would rejoice everybody — &. 

This served only to lull when vigilance & vigor were 
necessary ; to deceive with false hopes where such 
deception might be fatal — The authors of this ill 
grounded propogation are now apprehensive of popular 
resentment, and with their usual effrontery are charg- 
ing others with preventing a peace, a loan & what not, 
because they would not agree so to act, as must in 
their opinion, inevitably loose to America her own 
fisheries, which are so indispensable to the being of a 
Navy — The most essential part of the february in- 
formation was contained in Df Lees letter to Congress 
dated in August last which they had long before 
february been in possession of — Had this letter been 
answered and in a satisfactory manner to Spain, the 
conjecture is too strong not to be entertained that this 
power would eer now have been with the Alliance — 
But those, whom a Writer calls, cc execrable faction* ’ 
had rather that America should be lost than saved thro 


1 Ms. torn. 
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the medium of Mf Lee, and so neither that letter of 
August, nor a subsequent one on the same subject have 
ever been noticed ! Here is the crime, which the 
Criminals cannot answer for at the bar of a judicious 
public — By Mf W- Lees letter to me of 1 december 
the 20, extract of which I had the honor to send you 2 
it is plain that the party had settled their plan of recal 
last Fall, because Mf Deane had written to Europe so 
long before as that his letter was arrived 3 prior to the 
20 of december, informing that Congress had design to 
change all their European appointments, & that he 
was to return in a lucrative employment — Now we 
know that the party have been working to this end 
for many months past. And the Scribbler in the Balti-' 
more journal alluded to, is still working at this lucrative 
employment for Mf' Deane — The very satisfactory 
account already given of his expenditure of the public 
treasure formerly trusted to him, is to be sure a strong 
reason for allowing him to finger more public money. 
But this letter writer would imply that we failed to get 
a loan because M. r Deane was not sent presently back 
to obtain it — Yet, most certain it is, that so long 
since as winter 177 6 when Congress sat at Baltimore, 
Mf Deane & his Colleagues were all empowered & 
directed to obtain if possible a loan of 2 or 3 millions 
of pounds sterling — If it could be done, why had it 
not been done, — But we know that the American 
Commissioners had been and were endeavoring in vain 
to obtain this loan — Yet it is in this letter insinuated 
that Mf Deane could do it — Oh impudentia ! — Mf 
Lovel sends mean extract from a french Newspaper in 
which is inserted a letter of Df Lee's to the printer on 

1 The word “ April ” is here erased. 

2 The ten words preceding are inserted above the line. 

8 Hole in the paper. 
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Deanes Libel 1 of 5 december — Would it not be 
proper to publish in the Phil? papers that letter & a 
translation of it? I have written to Mf Lovel on the 
subject, and pray you Sir to consult with him about 
it — I enclose you two scraps of Purdies 2 3 4 * * * newspaper, 
the one containing Charlestown news, the other our 
late Act of Assembly restraining their Delegates from 
Trade — The former tho not equal to our raised ex- 
pectations, is comfortable, and the latter I think it 
will be well to 2 publish in the Pennsylv? gazettes — If 
this latter should be too troublesome for you, please 
give the paper to Df Shippen Sen- who in his walks 

can step into the Office & get it done 

I shall be happy to receive the letter you propose 
writing to me, and after begging pardon for the length 
of this, 8 conclude by assuring you that I am with very 
great esteem and affection dear Sir your most obliged 
friend. 


TO HENRY LAURENS * 

Chantilly July the 25!!! 1779 

My dear Sir 

The favor that my honorable friend suggested 
would come by express having not arrived, I am 
inclined to think it has miscarried — The post appears 
to me the most certain conveyance, because his route 
is near me, and because I send regularly to the Office, 
with and for letters. We still continue to be flattered 
here w- favorable accounts from Charles Town of 

1 t€ Li in this word is written over other letters. 

2 Ms. torn. 

3 The word ct letter ’ 9 is here erased. 

4 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Corre- 

spondence, No. 8. Addressed to him as “ Member of Congress, /at/ 

Philadelphia. * * 
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Gen. Lincolns success. I wish we could see the con- 
firmation. I have packets from France, with news- 
papers only, to the 9- of february, the written letters 
having been undoubtedly taken out. The papers 
breathe nothing but war — That between the Emperor 
& Prussia is stated as going on, & the English papers 
say that Spain has notified the Court of London of 
her intending to comply with the demand of France 
to furnish her with the troops stipulated by the family 
compact, hoping nevertheless that it would not inter- 
rupt the friendship between London & Madrid ! A 
gentleman of Maryland lately arrived from the W. 
Indies says he came there in a fleet from old france 
that brought over 10,000 troops — These, except the 
German war, are favorable accounts for us, since they 
will probably furnish employment for our enemies in 
other parts of the world. 

I observe the runners for Ministry had reported 
in London, that Georgia & the two Carolinas had 
“ returned to their allegiance ” — this was about the 
time of opening the Budget, in order to have the con- 
tents swallowed with less repugnance — I hope that 
e’er this you will have received good accounts from 
Europe — I despair of wise determinations either re- 
specting finance or foreign affairs — To be disappointed 
in these would make me happy. To be sure there 
cannot be so much depravity as to pay Mr Silas Deane 
any money under the idea of defraying expences, 1 until 
he has settled a fair and full account — I will protest 
against it in all circumstances and in every situation. 
Pray Sir, how much money has already issued for M? 
Presidents table, and does that source of expence 
remain still undefined and uncircumscribed? I hear 
you have lately been relieved by the arrival of 

1 The letter “s ” is concealed by binding. 
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delegates from S. Carolina 1 but I hear nothing of 
Georgia. 

With singular respect and esteem I am dear Sir 
your obliged friend and obedient servant — 


TO 2 


Chantilly July 30* 1779. 

Dear Sir 

It is extremely unlucky for us that Capt. Read 
could not dispose of my certificates in Statia , 3 because we 
are in great want of the linnen they were to have pur- 
chased. However since it is so, be so kind as to receive 
and keep the certificates for me, untill I write you further 
on the subject. I have a very high opinion of our 
friend T. M. and as bad a one of H — r and company. 
The former has already done much good to the cause 
of America, the latter essential evil, and are capable of 
and will undoubtedly execute every villany in the world 
to obtain the object they have in view, which is enor- 
mous wealth. They are, however as artful as they are 
wicked, and as you say under cover of high office will 
pervert every thing to private emolument. They will 
require such a guard as our friend T. M. whose uni- 
versal acquaintance, sound sense and penetration, with 
indefatigable perseverance can alone detect them and 
unravel their subtlety otherwise 4 protected as they are by 
hitherto successful plunderers or the public, they 4 will 
again escape with impunity. I have long thought ex- 

x The letter “a” is concealed by binding. 

2 Ms. copy. Virginia Historical Society, Lee Transcripts, III. 

3 St. Eustatius. A text of this letter is printed in the Southern Lit - 
erary Messenger, May, i860, p. 342. 

4 Inserted in pencil above the line. 
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actly as he does of this transaction and I will venture any 
thing upon the issue of it, that the ostensible cause of 
this purchase comes not here for it. But what then ? 
Flour sells amazingly high in the West Indies, leave 
may be obtained for sending it to the ostensible Cause, 
and when there, sold for private emolument as an article 
of commerce, the public receiving here the prime cost in 
paper money, which by that time may be depreciated a 
thousand p r cent. Pretty business this ? Infinite pains 
and the best information both here and in the West 
Indies will be necessary to detect these bad men. If 
our friend T. M. accomplishes this, (as I really 1 believe 
he will, when once firmly engaged in it) he shall be 
my Magnus Apollo, and he will undoubtedly, by break- 
ing up a nest that will otherwise disgrace and ruin 
America, deserves the thanks of every good man in the 
U. S. I observe 2 that Mf T. M. and M r P — n — e are 
both attacked by a scribbler in your Evening Post, of 
July 9 l . h under the signature of Cato , — a wretch who 
is as much their inferior in every worthy respect as 
virtue is superior to the dregs of vice. You may sup- 
pose by this that I know the author of Cato. I think 
myself as sure of it, as that M 3 * is known at New Tork. 
The peculiar effrontery of the man, his real shallow- 
ness, his dogmatic determinations, and his pedantic dis- 
play of reading, or rather affectation of having read 
much more, than he ever did, are some of the circum- 
stances that point him out, who dictated at least, this 
repeated specimen of his corruption and his impudence. 
This scribbler, uniform in nothing but profligacy, as- 
sumes the name of Cato, tho no more resembling either 
the great men of that name, than an infant is like to 

1 Substituted in pencil for “ freely ’ 9 erased. 

2 Inserted in pencil above the line. 

3 Following “M” these letters, “ orisiana,” over the latter of 

which is written “ania,” are here erased. 
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Hercules, or extreme opposites to one another ; The 
author of this Rhapsody being vice in the abstract and 
the others men of consummate virtue . 1 Let us call 
him then M 2 instead of Cato; He begins with agree- 
ing “that an anonymous detractor is the serpent of 
society ” yet he proceeds immediately to enact this 
very serpent, by grossly traducing some by name, others 
by innuendo, and signs himself Cato. A fulsome 
eulogy of himself, and some others almost as bad as 
himself, marks another part of his production. It has 
been the practice of bad men, deceivers of the public, 
in all ages, to accomplish their nefarious purposes, by 
mixing some truth with much falsehood, by loud mouth- 
ing at times in favor of the public cause and public 
men. Thus Sempronius will be loud for Rome and 
Cato. And M 2 will scribble for the American Fabius. 
He will bluster for peace, be against renewing the cries 
of the widow and orphan, to encrease the number of 
those who groan in Captivity ; to add weight to their 
chains, and aggravate the affictions of the afflicted. 
This milky mildness he supposed, would never be 
imagined to come from one whose heart is known to 
be harder than Adamant, who cares as little for orphans, 
captives or the afflicted, as he greatly cares for and 
glories in every refinement upon vice . 3 M 4 is of 
opinion that “every other our Representatives in Con- 
gress has a right to expect protection, from the virtuous 
whigs of America, while in the execution of his duty. 
He would insinuate by this that a member of Congress 
must necessarily do his duty, and therefore at all events 
deserve protection &ca. This is no doubt a fine doc- 


1 Inserted in pencil. 

u r ania ” 

2 The letters “ orisiana ” are here erased. 

3 Inserted in pencil. 

4 The letters “ orisiana ” are here erased. 
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trine for a Galloway, an Alexander, an Allen, and all 
such as may resemble them. But the doctrine of 
Truth will teach us, that no man deserves protection 
from the “ Virtuous Whigs of America,” whether he 
is in or out of Congress, unless his virtuous, innocent 
or able conduct entitle him to it . 1 2 The cloven foot 
of M 2 is fully exposed to view whilst he labors to per- 
suade that the right of fishing on our own coasts, need 
not be stipulated in a Treaty of Peace. He admits 
that this important right should not be given up in 
the “ most distressful situation of our affairs, — that 
the God of nature has made it a common benefit.” 
For this then we have the great authority of a scribler 
in the evening Post, who at the same time admits that 

Selden , 3 & the King of Great Britain and his 

predecessors, have in divers public acts affirmed the 
contrary. Which then must America rely upon, the 
opinion of this misnamed Cato, or that of Selden and 
the King of Great Britain ? or are we not to conclude, 
that unless our right be stipulated by treaty, the latter 
will continue to assert their exclusive claim, and say 
to us hereafter: “You knew our claims and you also 
knew that this speculative right which you rely upon, 
has ever been esteemed so trifling, that the wisest na- 
tions have deemed it necessary to have both the right 
and the limits of this Fishery fully and fairly described 
in Treaties of Peace. Your silence therefore on this 
subject in a treaty of peace, wherein you specifically 
mark out your rights, is a full and complete cession' 
of the Fisheries in the American seas to those who 
by former Treaties had considered them in the light 
of exclusive property described by certain metes and 

1 Inserted in pencil. 

u r ania ’ * 

2 The letters “ or A isiana” are here erased. 

3 The word “ the 99 is here erased. 
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bounds. By the Treaty which terminated the last war 
between France and Great Britain, altho* the latter 
joined to her claims of <c Mare Clausum ” the much 
better title of North- America to these fisheries, yet 
she deemed it necessary to have the point fixed by 
express acknowledgement in the Treaty. Nor would 
France be satisfied without a description in the same 
Treaty of such parts of the Fishery as she might 
use. All this would have been unnecessary upon the 
principles of this Pseudo-Politician because <c if after a 
peace Great Britain should disturb us in the exercise 
of that right, I conceive (says he) such disturbance to 
be among those lawful causes of war, which would 
justify us in a declaration of it, and in calling upon 
our Allies to assist us.” How ridiculous is this writer ! 
but such is the nature of Error. He thinks it absurd 
to call upon our ally to prosecute the war for this pur- 
pose now, but it would be a very just cause hereafter. 
Now, when our great and good Ally has freely engaged 
not to conclude either Truce or Peace with G. B. 
without the formal consent of his American Ally first 
obtained, it would be unreasonable to desire his aid, 
for the prosecution of our Independence, as well in 
matters of Commerce as of Government ; but here- 
after, when a peace shall have been concluded, and all 
obligation to contend for this Commercial Indepen- 
dence, cease, then it will be a clear right in us to call 
upon our ally to enter into a new war for the attain- 
ment of this branch of our Commerce, which will have 
been tacitly yielded, by an unpardonable silence on our 
part, at the very moment when the practice of Nations 
has evinced the necessity of being unequivocally clear 
and express. Without the aid of a Maratime Power, 
and without a navy of our own, (for we shall thus have 
foolishly given away our only nursery of seamen) we 
must begin a sea-war with one of the greatest maritime 
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Powers in the world. Fine policy this, and well worthy 
of a man who affecting to know all things, really knows 
little of any thing ! These Fisheries were first discov- 
ered by our Ancestors : they are contiguous to our 
Coasts: they have been uniformly enjoyed by our 
Ancestors and ourselves ; they are indispensable to 
our existence, as a people who would carry on an in- 
dependent Commerce. Our good and Powerful Ally 
has declared the object of his Alliance with us to be, 
to ' maintain effectually the liberty, sovereignty and 
Independence, absolute and unlimited of the United 
States, as well in matters of Government as of Commerce , 
and that neither of the two parties shall conclude either 
truce or peace with G. Britain, without the formal con- 
sent of the other first obtained. It has been the policy 
of the wisest nations, to have those rights of fishing 
described in Treaties. In defiance of all these, a Scrib- 
bler in the Evening Post, would persuade us to say 
nothing about it, but go directly to war again with 
Great Britain if she molests us in the exercise of a 
right, which the Author of Nature has made common. 

I am dear Sir, your much obliged friend and obedient 
servant. 

P.S. Surely, the Justice of Congress will incline 
them to give D* Lee's Defence to the Public. They 
cannot mean to keep their Constituents hoodwinked 
on a point of so much consequence as the innocence 
or guilt of the public Servants. 

Dogmatic as M 1 is, his impudence cannot be great 
enough to insist on this as proper, and affrontive as 
he is, he knows himself too well to assume a place 
among those . . . 

1 The letters “orisiana” are here erased. 
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TO [HENRY LAURENS] 1 

Chantilly August i** 1779 

My dear Sir, 

Four days ago I was honored with your favors of 
the i 6 “- & 20- of July with their inclosures, for 
which I pray you to accept my sincerest thanks. I 
am grieved to hear of your illness, not less on the 
public than on your own account, being perfectly satis- 
fied that your bodily feelings are not more injured on 
such occasions than are the public councils by your 
absence. I rejoice exceedingly at our successes both 
in the north and in the south — If we continue to do 
thus, it will not be in the power of the execrable junto to 
prevent us from having a safe and honorable peace next 
winter. In this idea I shall ever include the fisheries 
and the navigation of Mississippi — These Sir are the 
strong legs on which N. America can alone walk 
securely in Independence. For some time before, 
and since the receipt of your obliging favors, I have 
been much indisposed with an epidemic cold which 
prevents me from writing to you by this post fully on 
the subject of my much injured brother A. Lee. These 
no doubt have been great as they are unmerited, but 
this is not all, the public cause has, I greatly fear, suf- 
fered a deep wound, the healing of which will not, in 
my opinion, speedily take place, without a remedy, 
which the vice and power of a certain faction will pre- 
vent the application of — I mean a proper censure of 
M? Deane, and a thorough extirpation of those cancer- 
ous ramifications with which he has overspread our 
affairs in every part. I think it may be anticipated 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 9. 
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with certainty, that the publication 1 of D r Lees defence 
with the vouchers will be denied. It will carry to the 
world so convincing a proof of the wickedness of a cer- 
tain set, that I am persuaded force alone can extort it 
from them — As a Citizen of Phil® I would not hesi- 
tate to be one that should apply this procurer of justice 
to an abused community. It appear [sp to me that 
Mf Austins letter, with M? Livingstons certificate & 
the entry in Grands account of 1700 Livres (I think) 
paid by order to Wharton of L[o] 2 ndon will lead to 
the complete development of the gambling practise, 
and Beaumerchais charge of ^6323. Sterling to the 
U. S. compared with Carmichaels evidence seems to 
fix a truth that I never doubted about, which is, that 
this transaction was a knavish misapplication of public 
money. These instances, with the affair of the cut- 
ters, and sharing in the contracts for army cloathing 
are alone, independent of numerous other affairs, to 
fix indubitably a certain character; and by so doing, 
the propriety of censure, and consequent restoration 
of American honor will follow. I have been long of 
opinion that the Scene which opened upon the public 
on the 5- of december was plotted some months be- 
fore, and the success of it relied upon. These things 
appear in full conviction by the letters received in 
France early in december written by Holker, R. Mor- 
ris, and Dean, proclaiming their triumph, the disgrace 
of their opponents, and the honorable and lucrative 
return of the latter to Europe. Is it possible that the 
accounts of Jonathan Williams can pass, and is he to 
be put into a Consulship, and the public business ? I 
think with infinite contempt, and a good degree of 
detestation of my Compatriot M. S. — If he produces 

1 The “ tl ” is nearly concealed by binding. 

2 Concealed by the binding. 
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papers that can in any manner affect my character, I 
affirm they are forgeries, and thus I have done with 
him. A fine supply of military stores for the use of 
this State has 1 safely arrived, after having been long 
expected. They have been procured by the efforts 
of my two brothers, and will put us into a good pos- 
ture of defence. My brother F. L. L. 2 3 * * * presents his 
respectful compliments to you, and hopes to have the 
pleasure of seeing you at his house in your way to 
Carolina — He lives near to me — It is of much con- 
sequence to my brother Arthur that he should receive 
all the papers that Congress have, shewing the inter- 
ference of M? G — d & H — rin favor of Deane and 
to his, Lees, injury — Some of these are Pacas & 
blackcoats information, Burks d? the letters to Con- 
gress on the subject of sending Ministers & some 
others which leave no doubt about it — If Sir you 
see no impropriety in it, ’twill greatly oblige D? 
Lee to be furnished with these by the first opportu- 
nity. 

1 am, with very particular esteem and friendship, 
dear Sir your most obliged and obedient Servant. 


TO [HENRY LAURENS] 8 

Chantilly August the 7* 1779. 

My Dear Sir, 

I had devoted this day preceeding the going out of 
post, to have written you a long letter, when behold, 

1 Blotted. 

2 Francis Lightfoot Lee. 

3 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 

ence, No. 10. A text of this letter with important variations and 

omissions and without the postscript is printed in R. H. Lee, Memoir 

of Richard Henry Lee , I. 223. 
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the great increase of my cold has compelled me to a 
thi rd bleeding, and has indisposed me so much, that I 
shall be obliged greatly 1 to abridge this letter. _ I can- 
not omit to thank you for your favor of july the 
27- which came duly to hand the 4^ of this instant. 
You will please observe in my letter by the last post I 
foretel that the party would not agree to publish 
D! Lee’s vindication &. c . He must be a very inatten- 
tive observer who does not “ clearly” see on what 
principles these people act, so as on most points 
“ clearly” to pronounce what they will do or not do. 
It is my opinion that if M. r “ clearly out of order ” re- 
mains much longer with his Junto to c order Congress, 
the united states will rue it most bitterly. I am very sure 
that I have heared more talk about order and less 
attention to it, in one week since he came to that 
Assembly than had taken place in 4 years preceeding 
his coming. If you have time to read Sully’s charac- 
ter of young Servin and will please to deduct nine 
tenths of the learning and genius, the rest will furnish 
a fine Portrait of this pretender to every kind of 
knowledge. You suppose that I shall get the vindica- 
tion and the vouchers from the fountain, _ I believe so 
too Sir, were it not for the vice of Folgerism, which is 
disseminated with the partners in most parts of Amer- 
ica and many of France. A large packet came lately 
to me opened at one end and directed in the hand- 
writing of my brother D' Lee. the written papers 1 had 
probably been taken out, as none were there. As 
every Delegate has a right to a copy of this vindica- 
tion and the vouchers, I should suppose no kind of 
impropriety in furnishing me with a copy of the copy, 
for taking which I would most joifully pay a clerk. 
These 1 papers were inclosed to me, and therefore 

1 Blurred. 
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intended for my perusal previou[s] x to that of Con- 
gress, which would remove objection if any existed 
before. As the public will most inevitably be made 
acquainted with the whole proceedings of Congress in 
this affair, I wish most earnestly, for the honor of 
many gentlemen now there, that the journal may dis- 
tinguish properly — To this end, when “order 
clearly ” obstructs not, cant a motion for publishing be 
made, and the yeas and nays taken ? The same on 
the question for compelling Deane to give security for 
settling full and fair accounts, and indeed the same on 
all questions relative to this man. You alarm me 
exceedingly when you say “do I not see at this instant 
a man & c ” can it be possible that the late Commis- 
sioner is to escape with applause ! I would not for a 
thousand worlds have my name to such a vote. — 
Infamy will certainly attend it to the latest posterity. 
I will pledge my life upon this. Capt. Duarte of the 
Portugueze Snow I take to be the Captain and Vessel 
carried to Boston by the privateer belonging to R? 
Morris & Carter Braxton, if so, and our Assembly are 
to determine anything concerning it, "twill be essen- 
tially necessary that all the papers relative to the case 
be sent to that body properly authenticated, and 
among others, Braxtons instructions to the Captain of 
the Privateer when he sailed on his cruise. I think 
this paper is among the Congress files — I shall thank 
you very much Sir for an authenticated copy of these 
instructions, as well as the resolve you allude to in 
your favor of the 27- I am ‘clearly * of opinion with you 
Sir, that if this affair is not properly adjusted in Amer- 
ica, the injury to our cause in Europe will be 
extremely great. And I believe in my conscience that 
some people who have the impudence to hold their 


1 Concealed by the binding. 
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heads high in America, wish for this consequence. 
We are taxing here very vigorously, but Sir, if Con- 
gress does not stop these boundless emissions, and 
cease to depreciate the money by giving the Staff 
bribes to do it, I mean commissions on their expendi- 
tures ; our vigor will signify not a rush. A neighbor 
of mine has a letter in this month from Hillsborough 
in N. Carolina saying that Gen. Lincoln was now 
stronger than the enemy, that Scot was approaching 
with his force, and that they hoped soon to give a 
good account of the enemy. Heaven grant it may be 
so, because, if we are successful in that quarter, I 
believe our enemies will be compelled to equitable 
terms of peace next winter. But I will never call the 
loss of the fisheries and the navigation of Mississippi 
equitable — And I am sure posterity will execrate 
those that do. Pray Sir do you know if my beautiful 
faced quon__m Colleague has taken the Antecommer- 
cial oath directed by our Assembly 1 ? — I shall be glad 
to know this. 

If you (as I hope you do) still determine to honor 
Chantilly with your company as you travel south, I 
pray you Sir to let me know two posts before you 
leave Philadelphia that I may not be from home, for I 
should be extremely concerned were I to be absent on 
an event that I wish so much should take place. 
With my best wishes for your health and happiness, I 
am dear Sir your most affectionate friend and obliged 2 
humble Servant. 

P.S. Cant I be furnished with the Treasury issues 
for M* Presidents Table &? &* & c from december last 
until now ? — 

1 The two preceding words are substituted for “ Congress ” erased. 

2 The letters “ ob ” are written over other letters. 
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TO JAMES SEARLE * 

Chantilly August the 7* 177 9 

Dear Sir, 

An event that seldom happens to me, good fortune, 
is likely to give my friend some trouble. I see by 
Dunlaps paper of july the 27— last, that one of my 
daughters and myself have, each of us, drawn a prize 
of 500 dollars in the late class of Continental Lottery — 
the fortunate numbers are 91,315 and 89,638. You 
will see by the inclosed list that we had 1 1 tickets in 
that class, but we cannot tell the fate of any but the 
above two. The favor I mean to ask of you dear Sir, 
is as follows. That you enquire and let me know the 
fate of our nine other tickets, and that you dispose of 
the two prizes 500 dollars each in purchasing as many 
tickets forthwith in the third class as they will fetch, 
agreeable to the inclosed list. I find that in order to 
get the number of tickets proposed in the list, that it 
will be necessary to add 20 dollars to the prize money, 
which 20 dollars my good friend doctor Shippen Sen r 
will furnish you with on demand. If any of the other 
numbers are prizes, be so kind as continue them in 
the third class independent of the inclosed list. I am 
not aware of any objection to my plan, but if I cannot 
get the new tickets upon the strength of our two 500 
dollar prizes, I suppose Loan Office certificates may 
be had for the prizes, and these last sold for money to 
purchase the tickets with. But the former will be 
the shortest and least troublesome mode. — I do not 
suppose that it will be necessary for me to take any 

1 A. L. S. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Conarroe Collec- 
tion,' p. 43. Addressed to him as “ Member of Congress/Philadelphia.” 
Endorsed “ R? 17. Aug.” Searle was a delegate in Congress from 
Pennsylvania. 
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steps here to verify that I have the tickets which are 
numbered in the inclosed list, since I received nine of 
them from the office in Philadelphia where they are 
entered in the book for the persons stated in the list ; 
and the other two, vidcl N°f 20,710 & 20,714 were 20 
dollar prizes in the first class, which I continued of 
course. I have all the 1 1 tickets here, and if it is 
necessary that I should deliver them up to, and take 
a certificate from the distributor here previous to my 
getting new tickets or the certificates, I will do so on 
your information that it is necessary. 

When you have got the new tickets be so kind as 
deliver them to Dr. Shippen sen r to be contrived by a 
safe hand to me, and let me know the several numbers 
by letter in case of miscarriage. Thus you see my 
dear Sir that my good fortune is likely to occasion 
you some trouble, but I know your goodness too well 
to doubt your willingness to undertake it for me. 
We wait with much impatience here to know the fate 
of the manoeuvres upon North river, and what is be- 
come of the ravaging party that was in Connecticut. 

I understand that the Deneans have been very 
sensibly touched lately by D! Lees proofs of their 
friends atrocious misconduct. But, is it possible Sir, 
that Congress can be so inconsiderate about what 
belongs to their own honor, and so inattentive to what 
the public good demands, as to let Deane go off with- 
out giving ample security for accounting fairly for the 
large sum of public money that he has had the di- 
rection of. Is it supposed' that the public will rest 
satisfied with the secretion of D* Lees vindication and 
his proofs, after the infamous libel published on the 
5* of december last, to deceive and mislead the com- 
munity for purposes most abominable? We have 
had a fine supply of military stores arrived here lately 
from France (and what is wonderful Silas Deane was not 
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there to send them, nor did Beaumerchais or Montheiu, 
or Chaumont furnish them) for the use of this State, 
which will put us into a good posture of defence. 
With my compliments to your good Lady, I am dear 
Sir your friend and fellowcitizen. 


TO [GENERAL WILLIAM WHIPPLE] i 

Chantilly August 8 th 1779 

My dear Sir, 

My indisposition prevented my replying to your 
favor of the 1 I th by last post, and I am now very 
unwell but will no longer delay thanking you. We 
are much obliged to the Marine Committee for their 
attention, I see the frigates have taken and sent in two 
prizes, vessels of war. — The other frigate you men- 
tion would no doubt have been of considerable service — 
I am very apprehensive with you that her freight will 
not be ready for some time — Not until other goods 
come to replace — I hope the goods coming will be 
really good, and not such miserable, pernicious stuff, 
as that to be reproved. Worse goods cannot come, 
so that a change bids fair to be beneficial — God send 
it may quickly take place — Fancy the “ Ugly instru- 
ment” is considerably hurt by the dressing lately 
given by our assembly — The oath anti-commercial 
ordered to be taken — Pray inform me if you can if 
the Base viol has groaned it out. I had thought it 
would stick in the throat not from principal but from 
fear. No doubt “the old Game” will continue to be 
played whilst the old set continue where they are. 

1 Transcript. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Langdon Collec- 
tion. For the reply to this letter see R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard 
Henry Lee, II. ill. Whipple was a member of the Marine Com- 
mittee of Congress. 
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The best and most faithful friends of America must 
be extricated by the best and most faithful friends of 
our enemies ; and this is the clue to unfold much 
of what you see. Did you not enjoy some Phizs’ 
when Dr Lee’s vindication and vouchers were read ? 
Some people will always think it “ clearly out of 
order” to give the public this conviction of their own 
and their friends criminality. But I trust their will be 
majority of virtue to do this justice to the Community 
and to individuals. Shylock should have justice & 
the law — read the law of Moses, “forty save one.” 
I fancy you were not much deceived about the 
budget — I will engage this, that from this opener it 
will be general deception, unimportant or partified. I 
have the most heart felt attachment to our Navy & 
therefore wish to know that the fisheries go on well, 
and that the Marine Committee are attentive. If the 
enemy go on burning in this manner their masked 
friends in will never be able to bring us again un- 

der British bondage, even this finance and foreign affairs 
are trifled with abused & go wrong. Col. F. L. Lee 
is very thankful for your kind remembrance of him 
and sends his respects. He is not well any more than 
myself. It is impossible for us to be so, whilst the 
Cause of America receives such injury from bad men. 
I hope you do not [mean?] to leave Congress soon. 
You know I am happy to hear from you and you are 
too much my friend to deny me the happiness. I am 
yours dear Sir with most sincere affection 

Remember me to Mr Marchant, Mr Ellery & Mr 
Sherman. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE PENNSYLVANIA PACKET 1 

[ Circ. August io, 1779] 

Mr. Dunlap, — The public may now see by the 
printed Journals of Congress, that the Hon. Arthur 
Lee, Esq., continues in high confidential place in 
Europe, under the authority of these United States. 
They may see that there was an extraordinary division 
of sentiment among the Members of Congress, on 
April 3d, in regard to that continuance — 4 to 4, and 
4 divided. They will doubtless conclude that the 
division was chiefly, if not intirely, a consequence of 
Mr. Deane’s publication in your paper of December 5, 
last year. And they may also imagine that the same 
cause will produce, in a degree, a similar effect on the 
minds of many persons in Europe. You have shown 
in your last paper that Mr. Lee apprehended this. 
But you quoted, from the Connecticut Courant, an un- 
correct translation of his letter of February 8th to the 
Editor of the Leiden Gazette, of the 2.3d, which is 
truly as follows : 

“ I pray you, Sir, to give the public the following 
answer to the contents of a letter which hath appeared 
under the signature of Silas Deane, viz. : That I 
declare, in the most solemn manner, that all the accusa- 
tions against me which it contains are absolutely false. A 
particular detail of the proof which will demonstrate 
not only that those accusations are false and scan- 
dalous, but also, that the accuser has, in all reason and 
justice, lost the confidence of the public, is due to the 
Delegates of the United States in Congress assembled, 

1 From the text printed in New York Historical Society Collections , 
The Deane Papers , IV, 49, The letter is signed by Lee, with the pen 
name t€ Rowland,” and is printed in the Pennsylvania Packet of 
August 10, 1779. 
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whose servant I am ; and I cannot give this detail to 
the public without their permission. In the meantime 
I assure myself that a clear and positive denial 
will be regarded by every honest and impartial person 
as a sufficient answer to bare accusation, manifestly 
dictated by the rancour of a man displaced. 

[Signed.] “ Arthur Lee.” 

The letter is introduced by a remark that an affair 
of Mr Deane’s with the Lee family had, more than 
anything else, contributed to give credit to the report 
of a division in Congress. The public, watchful for 
the prosperity of their own affairs, and at the same 
time justly tender of the honor and reputation of their 
official servants, seldom need more than to be fur- 
nished with a true state of facts, to enable them to 
draw the most judicious conclusions, and to distribute 
their praise or blame with conspicuous equity. If Mr. 
Deane’s insinuations against Mr. Lee have a solid basis, 
if his allegations can be supported by good vouchers, 
Mr. Lee ought not longer to hold a confidential Trust; 
but if traduced, the public countenance in his favor 
manifested by their continuing him in office, will at 
once be recompence and glory. An investigation of 
facts connected with this business is but a decent mark 
of respect, due to the people of these United States, 
from every individual who is in any way particularly 
capable of coming honorably at the truth of them. It 
is chiefly from a sense of this duty that I ask a column 
for tomorrow in your widely circulating paper. I have 
an inferior motive, which is a report that Mr. Deane 
will soon leave Philadelphia, being discharged from 
any further attendance on Congress. My patriotic 
endeavors may therefore become depreciated, on a 
delay, by a surmise that I waited for his absence before 
I chose to appear openly to counteract his publication 
above referred to. I would not indeed have rested 
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even till now, if I could have dared to present to the 
public eye only the most glaring presumptions and un- 
controvertible inferences. Facts alone suited me. 

I believe I cannot, without being tedious, furnish 
for this time more than one specimen of the manner 
in which I mean to proceed ; but that one will secure 
for me the public attention hereafter. 

Mr. Deane says : “ Immediately, on the arrival of 
the news of General Burgoyne’s surrender, a treaty 
with France seemed to the British Ministry more near 
and more probable; your Commissioners, therefore, 
were continually sounded, indirectly, — as to their dis- 
positions for reconciliation. About this time Mr. Lee’s 
Secretary went to and from London, charged with 
affairs which were secret to your other Commissioners. 
Conjectures were formed, it is true, and with the more 
reason as Mr. Lee was dragged into the treaty with 
the utmost reluctance. It was agreed that this impor- 
tant matter should be kept a profound secret, yet, a 
few days from the signing, it was pointedly declared in 
the House of Commons by the Hon. Charles Fox, 
Esq., the friend of Lord Shelburne ; this gave addi- 
tional weight to the other circumstances.” 

Here are several insinuations, one fact, and part of 
another. To which I contrast the following: On 
December 4th, 1777, Mr. Jonathan Loring Austin 
arrived in Paris with the Saratoga Convention. As- 
tonishing as it may appear after Mr. Deane’s assertion. 
Doctor Lee had not any Secretary at that time, Mr. 
Sayer having left him the June before at Berlin. He 
did not take another till late in January, 1778, when 
he employed a Major Thornton, who had been chosen 
by Messrs. Franklin and Deane to carry a letter from 
the Commissioners to Lord North, Mr. Lee never 
having before seen or heard of him. On Decem- 
ber 11, 1777, Dr. Franklin writes to Sir Grey Cooper: 
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"We have prevailed with a gentleman, Major Thorn- 
ton (to us much a stranger, but who appears to be a 
man of humanity) to visit the prisoners, and give from 
us some relief. This gentleman remained in London 
part of the 3d of January, as appears by some of his 
letters ; an unlucky letter, as I shall show hereafter. 
I cannot tell exactly the day of his return, but having 
behaved with laudable spirit on this occasion, he was 
sent to England by Dr. Lee on February nth, and a 
second time on April 30th, 1777, for purposes season- 
ably communicated to proper persons in France, and 
known now to Congress. I proceed to the insinua- 
tions of half fact: Charles Fox is made the c friend/ 
while others say he is notoriously the family-foe of 
Lord Shelburne ; and the speech of C. Fox is omitted. 
Why ? Because he declared he had seen a letter of 
Dr. Franklin s, in which that Commissioner of Amer- 
ica says to his correspondent at London, c ten days 
ago the Deputies of Congress signed, with the French 
Ministry, a treaty of commerce wherein all the formal- 
ities customary between nation and nation contracting 
have been solemnly observed/ ” Yid. Courier, de /Eu- 
rope, Feb. 24, 1778. If we suppose Mr. Deane did not 
early know as well as others what C. Fox had uttered in 
February, let it be kept in mind that Mr. Deane did 
not publish till the December following. 

I have only taken up the paragraph of the publica- 
tion now, as connected with the insinuation that Mr. 
Lee had betrayed to the enemy “ an important matter 
agreed to be kept a profound secret/' I leave the 
candor of the public time to weigh the veracity of 
Doctor Lee's accuser as to the facts advanced therein, 
and to assay exactly the value of his current innuendos. 
But it is proper here to mention that the missions of 
the Secretary to London have been insinuated to be for 
stock jobbing purposes ; and that Doctor Lee, disdain- 
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mg the suggestion, has been happy enough to trace out 
a curious scene, in which the crime falls back upon the 
pate of the accusers, as I shall endeavour to shew in 
considering again that letter of Thornton’s which I 
have called “ unlucky.” I shall not[e] what is said of 
Doctor Lee’s being “ dragged into the treaty with the 
utmost reluctance.” And I shall show the very hon- 
orable nature of the only two letters which he has 
written to Lord Shelburne, after parting from him in 
London to become our Commissioner, his Lordship 
not having directly or indirectly attempted to draw a 
third from him. 


TO [THOMAS JEFFERSON]! 

Menokin August the 1 2l h 1779 

Dear Sir, 

A few days ago Ml Ford (late Secretary to D r Lee) 
arrived at my house in 7 weeks from France with many 
letters for Congress, and one packet for the Governor 
of Virginia which accompanies this. My Ford came to 
my house with a design to proceed to Congress with 
the dispatches for that body. They had not heared in 
France when Mf Ford came away of the charges that 
have been exhibited against him. I have advised him 
to discontinue his journey to Congress, leaving the 
transmission of their packets to me, and repair imme- 
diately to Williamsburg, there to request of the Gov- 
ernor and Council a full hearing on the subject of the 
charge against him, that his innocence may be vindi- 
cated in the fullest manner before the most respectable 
Tribunal. That My Ford has enemies is unquestion- 
able, and that these will endeavor to browbeat him, 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Jefferson Correspondence, Letters 
to Jefferson, Ser. 2, Vol. 51, No. 29. 
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and suppress truth and fair enquiry by infusing preju- 
dices, and by various other arts is equally certain. 
But, whilst the protection of innocence is, at least, as 
considerable a duty as the punishment of guilt, the 
respectable Tribunal to which he means to appeal will 
protect him in displaying the means necessary for his 
defence. I have the pleasure to inform you that my 
two brothers have sent to Congress the most full and 
complete vindication of themselves accompanied with 
conclusive vouchers, against M? Silas Deanes libel 
published on the fifth day of december last — Df Lees 
defence has been received by Congress two or three 
weeks ago. M' W2 Lees is now on its way — 

Hear if you please what a genuine whig in Congress 
writes me on the subject of D? Lees vindication — “ I 
did not return from the Conclave ’till 5 °Clock, hard 
duty for an infirm man. I there heard the vindication 
read, but there is a man who can never read distinctly 
& deliberately when he does not like the subject — 
long debates, whether the vouchers should be read, at 
length carried in the affirmative. I received much 
satisfaction, but not so with every body, one seemed 
to be on a gridiron, another in purgatory, another 
attempting to take notes, but the subject was painful, 
he sickened and threw down his pen. one looked to 
be in a situation in which he ought long since to have 
been — , suspended — from his eternal versatility I 
suspect he will become a reconvert. ... I feel myself 
happy in finding I have taken the honest side, and 
that I may therefore congratulate with your families & 
all your friends. I should have crept into an Augur 
hole had it appeared that I had (altho mistakenly) 
been an advocate for a rogue — little as I have left of 
worldly wealth, I would give 500 guineas for Arthur 
Lees company to night in this room, he should not 
leave Philadelphia until he had pointed out the way 
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for obtaining justice to his injured country ; his coun- 
try would not part with him until they had done him 
honor — An honest man’s the noblest work of god. 
If Congress now suffer M* Deane to leave the Ameri- 
can shore, before he shall have settled his accounts, or 
shall have given good and sufficient security to account 
for all the public money which has passed thro his 
hands, we shall have to account for our own conduct 
to the people at large.” I wait to see whether Con- 
gress mean to publish this defence or not, if they do 
not, I most certainly will — It is indeed unhappy for 
my brother, that some very important vouchers must, 
for the present, not be published, least, whilst he is 
vindicated his country should be injured by the pro- 
mulgation of State secrets, which would give displeas- 
ure to foreign courts, enough however can safely be 
given to the public, to shew his innocence and the 
wickedness of his Adversaries — You Sir will be con- 
cerned for the cause of philosophy in one Man — 
Franklin — 

If parts allure thee, think how Bacon shined 

The wisest, greatest, meanest of mankind — 

I turn with horror from this most degrading view of 
human nature — To a more pleasing contemplation of 
the good news that M! John Adams [vjerbally sends 
word he is bringing to Congress — This honest Whig 
is [ei]ther arrived, or near it, in the same frigate that 
brings the Chevalier de la Luzerne Minister Plenepo. 
from France to Congress, who takes the place of 
Mons? Gerard, the latter being recalled — It is sup- 
posed for his factious support of Deane here — I have 
some reason to suppose the good news M r Adams 
brings, is the accession of Spain to our union — The 
preliminaries being signed between the Emperor & 
Prussia, it is not improbable that these Courts will 
presently acknowledge our independency — I rejoice 
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that the States of Holland have at last resolved to 
protect their Trade from the British search, and it 
is said the Northern Courts are coming to the same 
point — It is certain that they begin in England seri- 
ously to debate about treating with us as as Indepen- 
dent Sovereign States — They are in great distress & 
confusion — God grant these may increase, until they 
learn to substitute reason justice & humanity for mad- 
ness, pride, & cruelty — I hope to see you sometime 
in the Fall, when I will shew you all the papers rela- 
tive to the innocence of D* Lee &? and the wickedness 
of others — In the mean time it may not be amiss to 
send you the inclosed, displaying a most wicked plot 
to injure an honest man — It was quashed by the Gen- 
tleman accused insisting on being brought face to face 
with his Accuser — Mons r by S. c Patrick declined it — 
Dr. Franklin lives in the house with this Chaumont 
who is undoubtedly a very bad man — Be so kind Sir 
as present my compliments to M? Page & Col? Digges 
— I should have written to them, but I am very much 
indisposed — Be pleased to preserve the inclosed papers 
concerning Monsieur Schweighauser for me — Should 
any Soldiers be procured by our last Act for laying off 
the Militia into divisions of 25, I am at a loss what to 
do with the Men, how to get them provided for — the 
Act having made no provision, directing only that they 
shall be delivered to the County Lieutenant. 

I am, with very sincere esteem and respect, dear Sir 
your affectionate friend. 
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TO ARTHUR LEE 1 

Chantilly in Va. Aug 12. 1779 

My dear brother, 

Mr. Ford has arrived and delivered safely all his 
dispatches for me and for Congress. An Express now 
waits to carry the latter to Philadelphia — I believe 
but am not certain that the new Minister and Mr 
Adams are arrived — If Congress do not publish your 
vindication & censure Deane I will do the former 
for them, and the latter will sufficiently flow from every 
honest man in the world — I mean to keep back such 
Vouchers as the publication of might offend friendly 
Courts — There is enough without these — I have 
persuaded M? Ford to go directly to Williamsburg 
and demand a public hearing before the Governor & 
Council where he says he can fully vindicate himself 
from the foul aspersions against him — I hope he will 
— I wish our brother William had sent me a copy of 
his vindication, I shall not get it from Congress with’t 
much trouble — Two posts ago I wrote Mr Lovell 
to commence yr suit against Deane, and I have left it 
to your Whig friends in Congress whether to present 
your resignation or not. I am extremely indisposed 
at present, so, with my love to my brother, his lady & 
family, & my boys, 

I am yours sincerely. 

Honorable Arthur Lee at/Paris/ 


1 Ms. copy. Virginia Historical Society, Lee Transcripts, V. 47. 
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TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
[FOREIGN] CORRESPONDENCE! 

[JAMES LOVELL] 

Chantilly August 13, 1779. 

Dear Sir, 

The packets that will be delivered you herewith are 
just put into my hands from France. — I have hired 
an express upon the best terms I possibly could to 
carry them to Philadelphia — He is a sober, honest, 
careful Man, who will I am sure take the greatest care 
of the dispatches. I have agreed that he shall receive 
from you, as Chairman of the Committee of Foreign 
affairs, one hundred pounds lawful, besides his expences 
to and from Philadelphia — He is a very frugal person 
and will moderate his expences by all possible means. 
’Tis 250 miles from hence to Philadelphia, and will 
take 12 or 14 days to go & return — I do not think 
his demand is unreasonable & I could engage no 
other — 

I am dear Sir your obliged & obedient Servant. 


TO [HENRY LAURENS] 2 

Chantilly August 13. 1 779 

My dear Sir, 

I have received so many demonstrations of the ex- 
treme wickedness of a certain set that I can be surprised 

1 A. L. S. Department of State, Loose Mss., No. 78, Vol. 14, p. 
275. Addressed to Lovell, as above, at Philadelphia and sent by “ W m 
Bennet.” Endorsed, “Aug 13* 1779/R. H. Lee/rec 4 2 7 th .” 
The style of the committee was the Committee of Foreign Affairs, as 
is shown in the body of the letter. Here Lee evidently started to 
write “ Correspondence 9 9 instead of “ Foreign.” 

2 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 1 1 . 
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at nothing they do. Otherwise I should certainly 
have been astonished at the rascality of that plot to 
create enmity between M! Izard and yourself — It is 
obvious that the infamous stratagem was planned in 
Philadelphia, that the tra 1 ve 1 sty 1 of Mf Izards letter 
was written there, sent to the partnership at Passi, 
where Bancroft introduced it under a design of having 
it understood to come from the respectable authority 
of Samuel Adams. The Villains reasoned thus — Mr 
Izard is a passionate man, and under the influence of 
passion he may write such a letter as will probably 
create effectual discord between two, whose united 
friendship will entirely obstruct the diabolical views 
we have in contemplation — It is observable that these 
Miscreants, in order to make their deviltry succeed 
the better, do almost constantly graft it upon the stock 
of truth, and in this moral (or rather immoral ) 2 as in the 
natural process, the graft changes entirely the nature 
of the fruit that would have been produced by the 
Stock. It was true that Congress had the letters of 
Mf Izard and that they directed Deane should have 
a copy, but every other idea, and every impertinent 
consequence suggested in the letter S. A. flowed from 
the party themselves — Your judgement is extremely 
wise I think Sir, not to shew them you are disturbed 
at present. The corrupt hotbed of vice at Passi, has 
produced a tall tree of evil, the branches of which 
spread over great part of europe and america, and 
unless it is speedily cut down and thrown 3 away, I 
easily foresee extensive mischief 4 to these States, and 

to the cause of human nature 1 thank you Sir 

for your favor of the 3 ? instant, and its inclosures. 

1 Written over other letters. 

2 The words “ or rather immoral 99 are inserted above the line. 

3 Blotted. 

4 The €< m 99 is written over other letters. 
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M* Izards letter is now returned — My brothers 
Secretary, M r Ford is just arrived here from France, 
he brought the inclosed for the Delegates of South 
Carolina, together with many packets for Congress, 
thro the Chairman of the Committee for foreign 
affairs — I have engaged an Express upon the best 
terms I could to carry them to Philadelphia. I fancy 
you will find them contain further proofs of the infamy 
of Deanes Libel 5 th december, and of some other simi- 
lar productions of that Adventurer — M* Ford would 
have come himself to Congress with these dispatches, 
but when he heared of the charges adduced against 
him he determined to repair immediately to Williams- 
burg, from whence they originated, and demand a 
hearing before the Governor & Council — He says 
that he can demonstrate the falsehood and injustice of 
the charges, and he supposes they have arisen from 
some papers he sent over here for publication shewing 
the misconduct of Deane & his party, which immedi- 
ately roused that nest of hornets — Let this be as it 
may, he is gone to Williamsburg to solicit a hearing — 
He spoke with the frigate Le Sensible off the Western 
Islands — She brings a new Minister from France, Le 
Chevalier 1 de la Luzerne, who is a gentleman, of much 
too high and honorable extraction and sentiment, to 
enter into the dregs of party, thereby injuring the 
Alliance and disgracing his Master. With him comes 
our friend John Adams, with good news he says — I 
hope and believe it is the union of Spain with our 
Alliance. 

I beg of you Sir, for the honor of Congress and 
America, that you prevent all display of compliment, 
and ill placed praise on Mons? G d 2 when he 


1 The “a.” is written over another letter. 

2 Gerard. 
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goes — I can venture to assure you that it will do no 
honor to the praisers, and therefore I wish if such a 
thing is attempted, as I have reason to think it will, 
that it may be opposed, and the yeas & nays taken — 
This is a state act now, of covering misconduct, from 

resentment and from punishment. I wish Mf G d 

to stand upon his own merits and not upon that de- 
lusive kind of security which is derived from over- 
strained compliments which the giver realy means 
nothing by whilst it imposes on the reader — It is not 

a secret now, that Monsf G d has powerfully 

supported the Denean faction, that his support has 
given life, vigor, and effect to their plans from whence 
such extensive injury has arisen to America — Does 
any man doubt, that the single publication of that 
Libel on the 5* of december has done more injury to 
the American cause than 1 a reenforcement of 20,000 
men to the enemies general could have 2 produced — 
If there is such a Man he must be very illy informed 
indeed — Now that Congress are possessed of all the 
papers, when M' Adams comes who knows so much 
of these affairs, ought they not to go into the fullest 
enquiry concerning M' Deane, and call upon Mf 
Adams to declare all he knows, that such a determi- 
nation may be come to and published as will give ease 
and information to the American mind, which at 
present remains distressed and greatly agitated with 
a belief 3 of great misconduct, without knowing the 
evil doers, or seeing any steps taken to find them out 
and pu nish them . Most certainly, if M \ Deane escapes 4 
without proper censure no man who has any character 
to loose, can or will serve Congress abroad. This 

x The letter “t” seems to be erased and “n” substituted for it. 

2 The letter ^v” in this word is written over another letter. 

3 An illegible erasure in ink occurs here. 

4 The letter “c” in this word is written over another letter. 
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Man acknowledges that he was possessed of his recal 
a month before he left Paris — And in that time, altho 
there were other Commissioners properly empowered 
to act, without any authority, for his powers ceased 
on another being appointed to his place he takes 
from the public Treasure ^1700 sterling, and yet his 
personal expenses were left to be paid after he came 
away — Was this not downright robbery — Compare 
this with his written narrative where he boasts of the 
mere pittance he brought away with him — The Brig 
that is now coming in the New Ministers suite is the 
one that he and Williams bought in partnership for ten 
times less than her value at a time that they contrived 
to discourage purchasers by creating a doubt in mens 
minds about who was properly authorised to sell the 
American prizes. Yet this man is not in Trade ! This 
Brig is the fine Vessel that Capt. Nicholson complained 
to the Marine Committee was one of his prizes taken 
by Williams for himself and Mf Deane for private use, 
and let the Seamen have no part of their shares. M? 
Henry & many other gentlemen were present in a 
full Committee just before I came away, when Capt. 
Nicholson made this complaint. See also an account 
of this Prize mentioned in D? Lees vindication — I am 
now waiting to see whether Congress will publish this 
Vindication & the vouchers, such as may be safely 
communicated without injuring us with foreign Courts 
— If they will not, I most certainly will, and assign 
for reason that they deny this necessary information 
to the public — I do not think that any public injury 
can be derived from this, if it does lessen the present 
Congress in the eyes of the people, equal to the 
magnitude of that injury which will inevitably flow 
from these mens succeeding in their extensively wicked 
system — If Congress will not discharge their duty by 
censuring the bad and supporting the good servants 
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of the public, we must pursue the old plan — Provoco 
ad populum — I have now, both of Df Lees vindi- 
cations, that in answer to the Manuscript sent to Con- 
gress by Deane in Oct' & his answer to the Libel 5^ 
december — & I have most of the Vouchers — those 
that I want I shall apply for hereafter — I hope Con- 
gress will render this unnecessary by directing the 
publication themselves — Surely there is some moment 
when <c Clearly out of order, ,,] cannot avail himself of 
the argument from order to prevent your motion from 
being considered — Let us have the yeas & nays that 
the world may judge. The Constituent must have 
some clue to guide his 1 future choice, and know in 
whom to repose confidence — By your favor I have 
the resolve in Braxtons case with the Portugueze, and 
I must rely upon the same goodness to send me copy 
of his instructions to the Capt. of the Privateer. Mf 
Ford says that he was prisoner with Mf Blake in 
Jersey, and he desires (if that gentleman should be at 
Congress) that you will be pleased to inform him that 
My Ford will thank him for a Certificate stating his 
behavior during his captivity so far as Mf Blake 
observed it or knows it. This may be inclosed to me. 
My brother Frank thanks you, with much sensibility* 
for your kind remembrance of him. When Congress 
go into the enquiry concerning Deane, Mf Diggs of 
Maryland ought to be called upon, as knowing a good 
deal of the gambling in the funds, by Bancroft, 
Wharton &c &c — If Congress are not satisfied after 
what they have, and will see in the packets now sent, 
of the extreme misconduct of those who they have 
hitherto protected, and if they do not act accordingly, 
the conclusions which the world will come to are too 
obvious to be doubted about. Our accounts now 


1 Substituted for “ their ’ ’ erased. 
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from the West Indies are very good, and seem well 
authenticated — The Count D’Esteing is undoubtedly 
superior at present and is going pretty rapidly on with 
conquest. 

I continue very much indisposed — My cold abates 
not altho I have been 4 times blooded and taken much 
medicine 

I do most sincerely wish you health and happinesjY] 1 
and tho I want much to see you, yet I shall be concerned 
to hear that you leave Congress before they get into a 
better way than they are at present — Our friend Mf 
John Adams is sensible & honest — He is at the same 
time rather modest than assuming — I fear he will not 
come so forward in his display of truth as the wicked 
affrontery of the times demands — If he is publickly 
called upon, and desired to say all he knows of our 
foreign affairs and foreign servants, I have reason to 
think that he will cc such a tale unfold ” “ as will harrow 
up ” &c — Such information he will give as to prevent 
either <c clearly out of order ” or his profligate Aid 
cf Black Coat” from proceeding longer in the way they 
have done. I was once of opinion that the fame of Df 
Franklin would render it unsafe at present to remove 
him — My opinion is totally changed at present — 
I foresee abuse without end and injury extreme from 
his continuance — The vices that used to croud around 
his heart in great abundance are no longer restrained by 
checks from the cautions of his head — It is the curse 
of man, that the vicious part of his nature outlives his 
reason. 

farewell my dear friend and be assured that I am 
yours with great sincerity and affection. 

1 Concealed by the binding. 
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TO [ARTHUR LEE] 1 

Chantilly, Aug. 14th. 1779 

There is no truth that I am more fully persuaded 
of, than I am that Gerard’s countenance of and siding 
with Mr. Deane and his party has injured the Ameri- 
can cause more than a reinforcement of 30,000 men 
to the enemy’s general could have hurt it. Whether 
he really knew of that libel published on the 5th of 
Dec. before it appeared in the Gazette, I will not un- 
dertake to say, but I am very sure Mr. Deane would 
not have dared to publish it had he not been sure of 
M. Gerard’s countenance. And it was a common ob- 
servation of astonishment that they were so constantly 
seen walking together in the streets. The open coun- 
tenance uniformly given to Mr. Deane by M. Gerard, 
after that publication, demonstrated to all the world 
that he did not really disapprove of it. Indeed there 
is no one point better understood than that this min- 
ister of France was the patron and protector of Deane, 
and the great favorer of his faction. I fancy he will 
not deny offering or causing to be offered a bribe to 
Paine, the author of Common Sense, if he would cease 
writing in Deane’s affairs. Everybody knows that the 
point was whether Deane’s faction should succeed in 
procuring your disgrace. 2 

1 Ms. copy. Harvard University, Sparks Mss., XXXII. ii. 

2 The following comment is appended here by Jared Sparks ; “In 
my papers from the French officers it will be seen that Gerard was 
expressly instructed not to meddle in Deane’s affairs. His inclina- 
tions were probably on Deane’s side, but it is doubtful whether he took 
any part, other than he supposed to be required by the interests of the 
Alliance.” 
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TO [THE EDITOR OF THE PENNSYLVANIA 
PACKET] 1 

\_Circ . August 17, 1779.] 

Mr. Dunlap, — I have said that the news of Bur- 
goyne’s surrender arrived in Paris December 4th, 
1777, when Doctor Lee had no Secretary; and that 
February aist, misprinted by you nth, cannot be 
termed “ about that time,” so as to answer the malig- 
nant purposes of the published insinuation. But Mr. 
Deane himself had an acting Secretary, living under 
the same roof with the Commissioners at Passy, who 
went off express for London the very day the news 
arrived. An appeal for the truth of this is made to 
Mr. Austin, who carried the dispatches to France, and 
to other Americans who were in Paris or in London 
at that juncture. Whatever of infamy was in that 
transaction was charged upon Mr. Lee in common 
with his colleagues, as may be seen by Thornton's 
unlucky letter, long concealed from Mr. Lee. “ Lord 
North told Mr. Hartley last Saturday, the 3d of Jan- 
uary, 1778, that he knew of several persons who had 
come to London from Messrs. Franklin, Deane, and 
Lee ; and that Doctor Bancroft had been sent by 
those gentlemen on stock-jobbing business.” Worse 
may be seen by the following certificate, dated Paris, 
the nth of April, 1778 : “ I do hereby certify, that I 
was shown a letter in London, dated the 27th of Jan- 
uary last, which I was told was written by Doctor Ban- 
croft to Mr. Wharton, informing him, that he might 
depend upon it, he had it from the very best authority 

1 From the text printed in New York Historical Society Collections , 
The Deane Papers , IV. 63. Signed by Lee, with the pen name 
f<r Rowland,” and printed in the Pennsylvania Packet of August 17, 

1 779- 
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that the treaty with the Court of France was to be signed 
the 5th or 6th of February, and desiring him to make 
his speculations accordingly ; in the above words, or 
words to that effect. I do also certify, that I have 
seen Doctor Bancroft’s hand writing on other occasions, 
and that I believe the above-mentioned letter to have 
been written by him.” 

[Signed] M. Livingston. 

Witness, Geo. Digges. 

This certificate is from a gentleman of unimpeached 
character, some time Lieutenant on board the Boston 
frigate, which he • quitted with a recommendation to 
Congress from the Commissioners. He now com- 
mands the Governor Livingston, and is hourly 
expected in America. Here is the secret betrayed 
not after , but before , the treaty was signed. I deal in 
facts. They are other people who throw out insinua- 
tions about Secretary Bancroft’s best authority , and the 
corroborating circumstance of Samuel Wharton’s draft 
of Feb. 17, 1778, for 19,520 1 . 14 s. on Mr. Silas 
Deane. 

I will finish this business quite, now it is on hand. 
Thornton was unlucky in telling Mr. Deane and Doctor 
Bancroft about Doctor Bancroft’s and Mr. Deane’s 
speculations in the stocks. There were soon whispers 
that Thornton had been concerned. Mr. Lee taxed 
him with it, but was satisfied, by the sight of a letter 
ffom Mr. Wharton, that tho’ strongly solicited, 
Thornton would not hold a correspondence with him. 
The whispers grew stronger during his absence. Droll 
arts were used, but in vain, to deprive him, while 
innocent, of Mr. Lee’s confidence. At length the 
right mode was pursued. The man was inveigled into 
delinquency; and being called to render an account, 
he absconded. These things appear by letters from 
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Mr. Lee, and other papers. He writes to Thornton, 
May 17th, 1778. “ I received yours of the 7th and 

the newspapers. I mentioned to you the charges 
against you here of stock-jobbing. You must avoid 
giving any foundation for them. You know the 
quarter from which the accusation comes. It would 
be doubly improper for any one employed by me to 
be doing that which in itself is wrong, and which I 
am censuring in others.” He writes to a friend in 
London, July 25th, 1778. cc As Mr. T’s conduct 
has appeared to you suspicious, I shall be obliged to 
you for any information that may be relied upon rela- 
tive to his proceedings, which are . the more to be 
watched as he has staid a long time contrary to my 
orders, alledging sickness.” It is needless to give other 
extracts. What satisfied Mr. Lee was Mr. Austin’s 
testimony that he had seen a note of Mr. Wharton to 
Mr. Thornton for 500 1 . payable on condition that 
war should be declared before a certain day. 

I promised to show the honorable nature of the 
only two letters written to Lord Shelburne by Doctor 
Lee after he became our Commissioner. 

“Dec. 18, 1 776. 

cc My Lord, — A very few hours after my last 
letter to your Lordship, brought me the desire of my 
country to serve here in a public character. Your 
Lordship, I hope, thinks too well of me to suppose I 
could hesitate a moment. In fact, almost the same 
moment saw me bid adieu, perhaps forever, to a 
country where, from choice, I had fixed my fortunes, 
and to a people whom I most respected and could 
have loved. But the first object of my life is my 
country ; the first wish of my heart is public liberty. 
I must see, therefore, the liberties of my country 
established, or perish in her last struggle. 
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“ In truth, I have long despaired even of a struggle 
for liberty in England. I will not insult Scotland 
with the idea. It is not the subtle Wedderburn 
poisoning the fountain of public security ; nor the 
ruthless Thurlowe, deliberately butchering the liberties 
of his country, that makes me despair; but — and yet, 
perhaps, the people are only not virtuous, and 
America may yet, with a sort of filial piety, reanimate 
her expiring Constitution. 

“ Our pater patriot, with whom and Mr. Deane, I am 
joined in power, is in good health and spirits. If Fate 
will have it that America, as she has reared her tem- 
ples and her altars to Liberty, must furnish her vic- 
tims too, I know not where she can find a sacrifice 
more respectable. 

“ Should the event of this measure be found fatal to 
England, it is the perfidy of her Ministers, which 
would never offer anything that could be trusted, which 
compels it, and to which the consequences are justly 
imputable. 

“ I beg your Lordship to remember me as one who 
can never cease to have the most perfect esteem for 
you. I have communicated to the Abbe Raynal all 
the facts I could collect, in answer to his questions. 
He will write to you soon. 

“ May I beg to be remembered to our friends in 
the College, and to those out of it, who, I hope, will 
always do me the honor of remembering me — Col. 
Barre, Mr Dunning, Doctor Priestly, Doctor Price, 
& c. 

“ I have the honor to be, &c.” 

“Dec. io, 1777. 

“ My Lord, — I have the honor of enclosing you 
the copy of a letter, transmitted at the same time, to 
the first Lord of the Treasury. The honor of the 
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nation and the rights of humanity are too much inter- 
ested in the object of it, not to receive your Lordship’s 
advocation. The enclosed papers contain the principal 
transactions between the northern armies. The burn- 
ing defenceless towns and everything before him, as 
General Clinton has done, will probably draw upon 
him and his the vengeance which such enormities 
deserve, in spite of all the endeavors of Congress to 
prevent any hasty retaliation. The South-Carolina 
Gazettes mention the arrival of an American Captain 
who had been taken by Captain Jarvis, and who men- 
tions with the highest praise the generous and humane 
treatment he received from that officer. We have had 
from other prisoners accounts equally to his honor, 
which I am sure will give your Lordship pleasure. 
Capt. Jarvis may be assured that such conduct will 
command from us the praise and esteem which is always 
due to a generous enemy. 

“The necessity which has made us enemies for a 
time, and separated us forever from the same govern- 
ment, has not altered the esteem felt for the good and 
wise in England. Among these I hope your Lord- 
ship and your friends will accept an assurance of my 
respect and friendship. I condole most sincerely with 
the family at Coombwood for the misfortune at New- 
York. 

“ I have the honor to be, &c., 

“A. Lee.” 

I must not now send you counter proofs to the insinu- 
ation that Doctor Lee was “ dragged ” into the Treaty, 
because I shall, perhaps, fancy to give extracts from 
all those of his public and private letters written about 
that period which have come to my view. I cannot 
close, however, without noticing the insidious use of 
the singular number. There were two treaties. Did 
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he not joy and rejoice at the treaty of Alliance? He 
objected to one single article in the treaty of commerce, 
which the equanimity of France readily abolished upon 
a suggested wish of Congress. 


TO HENRY LAURENS i 

Chantilly 2 iff August. 1779 

My dear Sir, 

Before this reaches you I hope you will be very 
comfortably placed in your new lodging. I do not 
know how it will be in other respects, but I think the 
neighborhood must be better than the one you left, 
unless you should have fixed anywhere in the neigh- 
borhood of ^ d° not suppose. W. 

H. D. is still daubing the News papers with filth I 
see — A piece in our papers addressed to Sf Henry 
Clinton K. B. This nonsense is too dull even 1 2 3 to be 
laughed at, — ’Tis strange the vanity of this scribbler 
should be so great as not to see what all men see, that 
every body but a few designing knaves, consider his 
publications as disgracefully stupid. How Congress 
can answer to their constituents for suffering Deane to 
go off without giving security, after the charges that 
have been exhibited against him by Df Lee vouched 
as they have been, is to me inexplicable — I fear the® 
yeas & nays will not illucidate this matter properly to 
the public. A certain set of men have so managed, 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 12. Endorsed as received August 30, and acknowledged 
August 31. 

2 The word “ even ” is written above the line. 

3 Written over other letters. 
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that altho they have partly 1 failed in a most nefarious 

2 yet the world will be puzzled to trace them, 

and properly to know their conduct. But to pay a 
man for misconduct is shocking indeed. There is 
nothing better known than that this mans misconduct 
here since [h]is arrival from france has done more injury 
to the cause of the united states [than] 40,000 such men 
exerting all their talents to serve it, could have done it 
good. Congress have but one thing more to do, and the 
piece will be, perfect — Bedaub his friend and supporter 

G d with praises on his going away — They know 

the use that has been made here of the praises Deane 
brought with him. The farce may be repeated — And 
the whole misconduct will recoil, and fix on Congress — 
Dreadful misfortune to befall the representative coun- 
cil of young and rising republicks, the capital support- 
ers of whose system should be virtue and wisdom ! 
These will of course detect, abhor, punish not praise 
and reward vice. I had the honor of writing to you 
on the 13- instant by the express that carried dis- 
patches to Congress from france, I hope you received 
that letter safe with its enclosures, and that e'er this, 
the new Minister who is a gentleman, and our worthy 
friend M£ Adams will have arrived safely in Philadel- 
phia — If the latter is called upon by Congress to say 
what he knows of the late & present conduct & con- 
ductors of our affairs abroad, it may be of essen- 
tial service to the U. States — The appointment of 
a person to settle the accounts in france may be a wise 
or a wicked measure as happens to be 3 the person ap- 
pointed for the purpose. Send a man from here 
vested with proper powers, and let him be skilful in 


1 The word “ partly ” is written above the line. 

2 A blank in the Ms. 

3 The three words preceding are substituted for “is.” 
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business, firm, and of unimpeachable integrity in no 
manner whatever concerned with any of the parties 
having accounts to settle — After all, I will suppose 
Deane in France or Holland and refusing to settle, 
where is the coertion ? Observe if attempts are not 
made to have a M? Johnson Merchant in Nantes to 
settle these accounts — The very circumstance of his 
having been already proposed by Deane for this pur- 
pose 1 is an argument why he ought not. 

My cold, with fever, continues so to persecute me 
that I will add no more at present than my assurance 
of being, dear Sir, with the most respectful attachment 
your obliged friend and very humble servant. 

M* Deanes friendship for Johnson of Nantes is 
evident from the former 2 having proposed the latter 
either for a consul, or for settling accounts, or both : 
which may be seen in some of the papers on the files 
of Congress. 

Honorable 

Henry Laurens, esquire 

Member of Congress 
Philadelphia 


TO [THE EDITOR OF THE PENNSYLVANIA PACKET] 3 

[ Circ. August 24, 1779.] 

Mr. Dunlap, — Mr. Lee “was dragged into the 
treaty with the utmost reluctance,” says S. Deane. I 
shall make it appear that, from the moment the treaty 
was taken up by the French Court, Mr. Lee was anxious 

1 The words €t for this purpose ” are inserted above the line. 

2 Substituted for “ latter ” erased. 

3 From the text printed in New York Historical Society Collections , 
The Deane Papers , IV. 73. Signed by Lee, with the pen name 
«« Rowland/ ’ and printed in the Pennsylvania Packet of August 24, 
1779. 
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for its conclusion, rejoiced in the event, and expressed 
most sanguine expectations from it. The success at 
Saratoga reached France December 4, 1777. On the 
1 8th the Commissioners jointly , with equal warmth of 
expression, communicated to Congress the assurance 
of a speedy alliance. On the 19th, Mr. Lee writes to 
his brother Richard Henry : “ Our joint dispatches will 
inform you how near we are to a conclusion of what 
must settle the question between Great-Britain and the 
United States for ever. I see no reason to doubt the 
good faith of what they promise here, and much to 
admire the substantial wisdom of it” On February 
5, 1788, to the same: “The delay of our dispatches 
enables me to add this to my former, and to assure 
you that the business has gone on with all possible 
dispatch, and that in all human probability my next 
will inform you of its happy conclusion.” On the 
9th, to his brother Francis : “ I congratulate you, with 
all my hearty on the treaties which Congress will 
receive by the frigate that brings this.” On the 17th, 
to the Hon. S. Adams : “ Let me embrace you, my 
-dear friend, on the accomplishment of all our labors 
by the treaties which will accomplish this, in which the 
Liberty, Sovereignty, and Independence of the United 
States are secured. I thought it absolutely necessary 
that we should urge the insertion of Sovereignty, that 
there might not hereafter be any question on that 
head, as there was long in the case of the United 
Provinces and the Swiss Cantons.” On the 28th, to 
the Chairman of the Committee of Foreign Affairs : 
“ Our general dispatches will convey to you the bills 
as they are now passing in the Parliament of Great- 
Britain, for appointing Commissioners to negociate 
with their deluded subjects, and declaring in what 
manner they will be graciously pleased in future to 
exercise the right of taxing us . It would not be do- 
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ing justice to their bills to attempt any comment on 
them upon them. They speak for themselves, and 
loudly, too ; but the Ministry of England give out 
that they have dispatched half a million of Guineas to 
pave the way to a favorable reception of their proposi- 
tions. And I know from the best authority here that 
they have assured Count M. of their being sure of a 
majority in Congress. By such base arts do they 
endeavor to cover their nakedness and sustain their 
desperate cause. France has done us substantial bene- 
fits — Great Britain substantial injuries. France offers 
to guarantee our Sovereignty and universal freedom of 
commerce. Great Britain condescends to accept our 
submission and monopolize our trade. France de- 
mands of us to be indepen [den] t. Great Britain, trib- 
utary. I do not comprehend how there can be a 
mind so debased or an understanding so perverted as 
even to balance between them.” On March ist, to 
the same : “ I was in hopes today’s post would have 
brought us news from England, and the acts for nego- 
ciating with you. If we may judge of them from the 
bills, they will be an everlasting proof of the feebleness 
and folly of our enemies. I trust their Commissioners 
will return as they came, unless they have power and 
do acknowledge clearly and fully the Sovereignty and 
Independence of America as an indispensable prelim- 
inary.” On the 19th, to the Hon. Henry Laurens, 
P.S. : “ Tomorrow we are to be presented to the King 
of France, and the English Ambassador quits this 
Court without taking leave. War must immediately 
be the consequence, as these movements have been de- 
termined upon from the treaty of amity and commerce 
which we have concluded with this Court having been 
announced in form to that of London. The conse- 
quence of this, in relieving our country from the chief 
weight of the war, cannot but follow, and I congratu- 
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late you upon it most sincerely.” On April 4th, to 
the same: “I trust he (Mons. Gerard) will conduct 
his negociation agreeable to what appears to me to be 
the disposition of the Court and Ministers here — fair- 
ness and generosity.” I restrain myself from adding 
extracts of what Mr. Lee has written to Governor 
Henry and others, tending to illustrate the point of 
his sanguine expectations of the consequences of the 
alliance with France ; having proved that he wished 
for it, and rejoiced at its completion, no one can doubt 
concerning the true ground of that wish and that joy. 

It is proper here to notice the insinuations respecting 
an improper connection between Dr. Lee and Dr. 
Berkenhout. The ideas of the former as to an ac- 
commodation with Britain being a good appendix to 
the anecdotes of his strong attachment to our present 
allies. Dr. Lee not only communicated to his col- 
leagues a part, as Mr. Deane says, but all of the corre- 
spondence alluded to, which concerned them jointly. 
He went further. He laid it before the French 
Ministry, and his answer was made by their unanimous 
consent. Very unlike this was Mr. Deane’s conduct 
in two cases, which may be hereafter mentioned. Nor 
was Berkenhout’s correspondence with Mr. Lee broken 
off by “ Howe’s success,” but because the English 
Ministry understood there was a difference between 
Dr. Franklin and Mr. Lee, which rendered it useless 
to" treat with them. This report had been propagated 
industriously both in France and England, during Mr. 
Lee’s absence at Berlin, indubitably by the man and 
the tools of the man who thought himself “ saddled ” 
with a colleague of strict honor and just economy. 
Mr. Deane tells that Berkenhout said, after his release 
from prison here, “ that he had letters to the Hon. 
R. H. Lee, Esq. from the Hon. Arthur Lee, Esq. 
This falsehood may possiby have originated with 
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Berkenhout. Mr. Lee not only did not write a 
line by Berkenhout to his brother or any other person 
in America, but neither he nor Mr. Temple ever 
apprized Dr. Lee of their intentions of going. He 
was informed of it by others, just about the time 
of their sailing, and had some correspondence concern- 
ing it. A good American Whig, now in France, 
and the author of some late interesting notice to Con- 
gress, wrote to Dr. Lee from London, May ist, 1778 : 
“ I hope you are satisfied about Temple and Berken- 
hout ; the doubts are great here. If you think they 
are right, let me know, that I may satisfy myself and 
others.” To which an answer was given. May nth, 
“ T. and Dr. B. never apprized me of their going. I 
thought well of their intentions in general, but this ad- 
venture gives no proof of the soundness of their judg- 
ment. I am of opinion they will not be suffered to 
land without taking the oath of allegiance ; and it 
seems to me that their errand is somewhat dangerous 
on their part, and very foolish on that of their employ- 
ers.” This shews what he thought ought to have been 
the consequence of their coming. It seems one of 
the men is yet in employ, for Dr. Lee writes, January 
5th, 1779 : “ The inclosed copy is of a letter from Dr. 
Berkenhout, by which Congress will see how much our 
enemies are distressed, and yet how inveterate they are 
in their persuasion that because everything is venal 
among themselves, therefore it must be so among us. 
It looks like a visitation upon the King of England 
and his advisers, that experience never makes them 
wise. They see and have seen, or rather feel, the 
necessity of making peace. They have tried all undue 
means in vain, and yet they still persist in dishonoring 
and disgracing themselves by a repetition of ineffectual 
attempts, and neglect the only obvious means pointed 
out to them by Congress for obtaining upon honorable 
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terms the pacification for which they will shortly be 
obliged to sue most humbly. 

Xmasday, ’78. 

cc Once more (as Ranger says) safe to the temple ! I 
hate all your bloody-minded rogues on both sides the 
question. Peace, everlasting Peace, is my hobby-horse 
and my pride ; illam Coluisse artem quae humanum genus 
conservare docet . I dreamt last night that you and I 
met somewhere on the Continent of Europe ; whether 
it was at Paris, at Spa, at Bruxels, or at Aix la Chapel, 
I am not certain. I thought I had ten thousand things 
to communicate ; that we entered deeply into several 
important disquisitions ; that every obstacle vanished 
before us ; that we restored the jarring world to har- 
mony, and that emoluments and honors were the rewards 
of our labour. If you have had any dream of this 
sort, tell me so, and I will meet thee at Philipi, be 
that where it may. 

“These are times, my friend, when much may be ex- 
pected, because much may be done. Do not treat this 
matter lightly. Tell me only that I may come with 
safety, that you wish to see me, and that, notwith- 
standing all you may have heard, you believe me when 
I swear by our ancient friendship that I am 

“ Semper Eadem.” 

Mr. Lee as before, communicated his intended reply 
to his colleagues and to the Ministry. His letters to 
and from Mr. De Vergennes do him much honor, as 
well as the following answer sent to London : 

Paris. January 7 , 1779. 

“Your favor of the 25th did not reach me so soon 
as by the date it should have done. I congratulate the 
ladies very sincerely on your safe return from an ex- 
pedition the fruitlessness of which I could easily have 
foretold. My waking opinion is, that a meeting any- 
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where will be equally fruitless on any other plan than 
that marked out by Congress ; that without the con- 
currence of our allies, no Conference will be held or 
treaty made ; that you will come with safety and effect, 
if armed with adequate powers, to acknowledge the 
Sovereignty of the United States, and are content with 
terms consistent with the most perfect good faith to 
our allies. 

“ On these conditions our jarring worlds may har- 
monize again ; and I am persuaded that delay will 
only add to these demands, and render the blessed 
work of peace more difficult. However we may 
lament the calamities of war, we are determined it shall 
not end but in permanent peace and safety. 

“ You have always known me to be sincere, and you 
may be most assured that I never was more so than at 
present. Adieu.” 

I fear I have already engrossed more than the 
portion you promised me of your paper. 

TO [THE EDITOR OF THE PENNSYLVANIA PACKET] 1 * * * 

[C/nr. August 31, 1779.] 

Mr. Dunlap, — My plan has been to notice in order 
such parts of Mr. Deane’s address of Dec. 5, 1778, as 
called in question Doctor Lee’s fidelity to America and 
to her ally, intending afterwards to make some remarks 
upon other passages less material to the public. I 
think I have gone thro’ with the first class, except a 
single instance. Mr. Deane told the world that “ a 
gentleman of character told him that his correspondent 

1 From the text printed in New York Historical Society Collections , 

The Deane Papers , IV. 79. Signed by Lee with the pen name 

<( Rowland ,’ 9 and printed in the Pennsylvania Packet of August 31, 

1912. 
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in England had seen a letter from the Hon. Arthur 
Lee, Esq., dated the very day on which the treaty was 
signed (tho’ it was not finished until near nine o’clock 
at night) in which were nearly these words : This day 
the new partnership was signed and sealed, and the 
new house will begin to do business immediately : If 
the old house means to have anything to do further, 
and means honestly, they must make their proposals 
immediately.” Had Mr. Deane named this gentle- 
man of character or his correspondent, Mr. Lee or 
any other person could have traced and refuted the 
falsehood. But as it was contrived, Mr. Lee could 
only place his denial against Mr. Deane’s affirmation ; 
and though the public mind might not decide abso- 
lutely, yet it would be tainted with the suspicion that 
there must be something in the accusation, or a man 
would not hazard his name to it. Mr. Lee has been 
more fortunate than Mr. Deane intended, as may be 
seen by the following letters : 

COPY OF A LETTER FROM THE HON. ARTHUR LEE, ESQ., 
TO MR. SAMUEL PETRIE IN PARIS, Dated Paris, April 
8 , 1779 - 


Sir, — It appears, by a letter lately published in the 
London papers, that Mr. Silas Deane has desired his 
correspondent in Paris to obtain from you “ a copy of 
the letter which you received in March last from 
London, which gave the information of the signing 
the treaty.” 

It is probable you are not unacquainted with Mr. 
Deane’s having accused me publicly of being the author 
of that information so given, of the signing of the 
treaty, and this (as he says) upon the authority of a 
respectable person in Paris, who had received such a 
letter as he writes for a copy of from you. 
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I therefore beg that you will do me the justice to 
inform me explicitly whether you gave Mr. Deane the 
information upon which he founds his accusation, and 
who the person is in London who pretends to have 
seen a letter written by me, giving intelligence of the 
signing of a treaty with France, and dated the night 
it was signed. 

I am sorry to trouble you on such a subject, but 
you must be sensible, Sir, how necessary it is that an 
untruth of this nature, whether lightly or maliciously 
asserted, should be traced to its author. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

[Signed] Arthur Lee. 


EXTRACT FROM MR. PETRIE’S ANSWER 

Arthur Lee, Esq. 

Sir, — In compliance with your request, in your 
letter of yesterday, to be explicit, I now inform you 
that I do not recollect ever showing any letter to Mr. 
Deane that I thought had any reference to you but I 
well remember reading to him a paragraph out of a 
letter received from London, stating that intelligence 
of the signature of the treaty with France had been 
transmitted there the very night on which it was signed, 
expressed in terms which could not have been misun- 
derstood ; and which intelligence, from a concurrence 
of circumstances, appeared to have been communicated 
by your brother, the Alderman. Of this fact I cannot 
suppose you ignorant. 

When I showed this letter to Mr. Deane, I meant 
only jocularly to upbraid his secresy respecting a 
transaction which I understood your brother had 
unreservedly communicated several weeks before, but 
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I had no idea of bringing censure upon any person 
whatever. 

[Signed] S. Petrie. 

Paris, Rue St. Anne, 

Friday Morning, April 9, 1779. 

THE HONORABLE A. LEE’s ANSWER 

Paris, April 9, 1779 

Sam. Petrie, Esq. 

Sir, — I had the honor of receiving your answer of 
this day’s date to mine of yesterday. It is entirely 
satisfactory as to myself. But I cannot help believing 
your correspondent was mistaken as to my brother’s 
having been the writer of such a letter, because I did 
not inform him that the treaty was signed till long 
after, and I am most sure he did not know it at the 
time he is supposed to have given the intelligence. 

I am obliged to you. Sir, for the readiness with 
which you have given this satisfaction, and beg you 
will believe it was with much regret I gave you the 
trouble. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

[Signed] Arthur Lee. 

Besides infidelity, Mr. Deane wishes the world to 
have an impression of Dr. Lee’s incapacity for execut- 
ing a political commission. For he says that “ by 
a- wanton display of his errand, Mr. Lee gave great and 
just cause of distrust to the Court of Madrid,” and 
hints that, therefore, he was restricted to the city 
of Burgos. He says, also, that Mr. Lee “was so 
unfortunate as to do nothing at Berlin, unless, indeed, 
we may give the name of business to the loss of his 
papers, by which a discovery was made of the secrets 
of his colleagues, and the British Ministry enabled to 
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counteract the measures taken for the benefits of 
America/’ Here I am staggered in my first inten- 
tions. I was to give facts. I am prompted to supply 
their place by the highest wrought execrations upon a 
man who knew that he was delivering in both instances 
the most downright falsehoods, which no one could 
prove by producing vouchers without running into an 
indiscretion, greatly criminal, both in regard to Spain 
and Prussia. Have I not produced enough on other 
points to show that I can command the most authentic 
papers ? Will not a sensible public readily conceive 
that the disposition of Spain and Prussia is to be 
declared by themselves in their own time. I shall only 
now assert that Dr. Lee was, in both cases, an able, 
judicious Agent. The time may come when I may 
tell what great things Mr. Lee had done within the 
compass of Mr. Deane’s knowledge at the time of his 
publication. 


TO CHARLES LEE i 

Chantilly August 31“ 1779 

Dear Sir, 

I am much obliged to you for your favor of the 24- 
past with its enclosures, both which, with your letter 
for the Squire, I shall send to him shortly. I con- 
gratulate you with great sincerity on your brothers 
address and success. It was a soldierly performance 
and will do him honor. The declaration - of Spain 
effectually secures the downfall of G. Britain. A dread- 
ful example to wicked princes, and people abandoned 
to luxury. A mighty empire quickly crumbled to 
dust — An empire that five years ago terrified the 

1 A. L. S. Lenox Library, Ford Collection, Addressed, <£ Charles 
Lee esquire / in / Philadelphia . ’ 9 Marked ** Keep,” 
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world, and trampled under foot the rights of humanity, 
and the principles of justice. The ways of heaven are 
just as they are inscrutable. You say that the cc enemies 
of my family wish he (Majf Lee) bore another name ” — 
I am contented that they wish what pleases them 
best — I shall be allowed I hope in my turn to rejoice, 
that these enemies have no other cause for their enmity, 
but an inflexible adherence, on our part, to the inde- 
pendence, the happiness, and the interest of our country. 
To this Tory cause of enmity in many, you may add 
if you please, a contemptible envy in a few. Every 
virtuous man will agree with Leonidas, that honor, 
gratitude, and good faith, bind us strongly to France in 
the first place. But it would be insanity to go the 
lengths he intemperately advises. There is however 
this reason in favor of such hyperbolic writers, that they 
may put people into some train of thinking, and thereby 
prevent the danger of lapsing too far into British 
systems of any kind, which antient partialities and the 
present predilection of many, might otherwise endanger. 
The true policy of the U. S. I apprehend to be uni- 
versal peace and friendship with the whole world. 
Whatever excess may be shewn of friendship for any, 
it should be for France. 

My brother D r * Lee in his letters to me expresses 
much friendship for, and a high opinion of Mf 
Ingersolls abilities — He has written pressingly to have 
an Action of Libel immediately commenced against 
Silas - Deane for his publication of December the 5S 
And he desired that Mf Ingersol might be retained and 
employed in this suit. The doctor sent his powers to 
Mf Lovell Col? F. Light. Lee & myself — I have 
written repeatedly to Mf Lovell 1 desiring that my 

1 James Lovell was sick, and on August 31, 1779, answered Richard 
Henry Lee’s letter of August 22 in regard to the controversy. For 
Lovell’s letter see R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , I. 231. 
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brothers request might be immediately complied with — 
I had some money in the hands of old Df Shippen, 
which I proposed should be employed this way. Pray 
have you heard anything about it, or has the suit been 
commenced. Df Lee desires that very heavy damages 
may be laid, in order properly to punish the most 
false and wicked Libeller that ever disgraced human 
nature — In the defense and Vouchers sent by D* Lee 
to Congress he has refuted to demonstration every 
part and parcel of that infamous publication. But 
Deanes faction in Congress will not suffer these papers 
to be published — Nothing more clearly proves the 
rotten bottom of this wicked faction — they dare not 
stand the test of the public eye — I hope you will con- 
tinue your agreeable correspondence, and present, if 
you please, my compliments to Mf Ingersol. 

I am dear Sir your 

affectionate kinsman. 


TO [WILLIAM WHIPPLE] i 
My Dear Sir, Chantilly, Sept 4* 1779 

I am infinitely obliged to you for your very friendly 
letter of the 3rd last, and I assure you that while I live 
I shall never fail to retain the most affectionate remem- 
brance of you. My health I thank you is well restored, 
and my spirits not a little enlivened by the discomfiture 
of those wicked ones whose detestable arts have pre- 
vailed much too long for the interest of that cause 
which we have labored so much to promote and 
secure. I believe the Confederacies frieght will be a 
very guilty one, and the Sooner we are quit of it the 

1 Transcript. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Langdon Collec- 
tion. This letter must be to Whipple, for his letter of September 1 8 
mentions it. See R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 1 12. 
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better. I think the Companion of M 1 Adams to be 
the very worthy one he describes him, and such an one, 
will honor his Country & not distract this, I can feel 
with force the satisfaction that good men must have 
received and the chagrin that bad ones felt when Dr 
Lee’s papers were read. But how my dear Friend will 
the honor of Congress stand if they allow that wicked 
insulter and injurer of America — Silas Deane, to go 
on uncensured. 

Already you find by his memorial that your silence 
is constructed into approbation of his conduct, and this 
idea will be pushed thro the world to his plaudit, and 
the indelible dishonor and disgrace of Congress. Yet 
it is most certain upon the estimation with which man- 
kind regard Congress does the future interest and suc- 
cess of the United States depend most essentially, 
Biddle is the most Contemptible wretch in the world, 
and if he takes the oath and remains in Congress I am 
much misinformed if he will not have deep cause to 
rue it. You have certainly been exonerated of abun- 
dance of filth lately from Congress — does not an 
Augean Stable yet remain. I hope however that it will 
be cleansed at last. If you do not get a wise and very 
firm friend to negotiate the fishery, it is my clear opin- 
ion that it will be lost, and upon this principal, that it 
is the interest of every European power to weaken us 
and strengthen themselves. Mr. Ford is gone to 
Williamsburg to demand a public hearing before the 
Governor & Council that he may, as he says he can 
clearly do refute to the charges brought against him in 
his absence — Long ere now I suppose you have re- 
ceived the Dispatch he brought, which I forwarded by 
Express, I believe they contained more proofs of the 
wickedness of faction. Dr Lee informs us that he will 
return to America as soon as the treaty with Spain is 
accomplished. I submit my opinion concerning his 
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resignation to the wise judgment of his and American 
Friends. It gives me pleasure to hear that you do not 
mean to quit Congress soon — It is very agreeable to 
me to hear that our little fleet has fallen in successfully 
with the Jamaica fleet, I am always rejoiced to hear 
that our Navy is fortunate. I am dear Sir your most 
sincere affectionate friend. 

TO HENRY LAURENS i 

Chantilly Septf 5!!! 1779 

My Dear Sir, 

I was duly honored with your favor of the 10- and 
three days ago with that of the 24- of August, but I 
am surprised that you received no letter from me by 
the post that arrived on the 23?, since I wrote to you 
by the mail that went from hence on the 15- of Au- 
gust which 1 2 ought to have arrived on the 23? following. 
As I had sent an express with Mf Fords dispatches 
for Congress, by which express I had the honor of 
writing to you, the post following carried no letter 
from me, nor that which went hence last week. I 
think that I have regularly received the letters that 
you have been pleased to favor me with. In a letter 
from Df Lee to my brother F. L. L. is the following 
paragraph “I expected W. H. D. would take pre- 
cisely the part he has. His character is too much of 
the Catilinarian cast, for him to remain long among 
honorable men. Turbidus, inquietus, atrox — he 
should be always 3 dealt with as one, who, tho your 
friend to day, may betray you tomorrow. But I am 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 13. Endorsed as received September 13, and answered 
September 14. 

2 The initial letter of this word is written over another letter. 

3 The word t€ so ” is here erased. 
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mistaken if his State dont put a mark upon him.” 
Can anything fit more exactly than fC foul, restless, 
wicked”? no glove ever fitted his hand better than 
this character does the Man — I find that Deane is 
resolved not to quit Congress until he has brought 
that Assembly into utter and indelible disgrace — 
Under the idea of defraying expences, I understand 
he has rec? money from the Treasury — He now by 
memorial informs congress that he construes their 
proceedings into an approbation of his conduct, and 
solicits that his expences may be born [sic\ to France 
& whilst there (to settle his public accounts) by the 
Congress — To what does all this apparently lead — 
The attrocious misconduct of this man is coming be- 
fore the public with demonstrable proofs, of which 
proofs Congress are in possession, — They part with 
him, not only without censure, but with evident marks 
of approbation : — Paying him money, sending him 
back, and maintaining him abroad at the public expence ! 
It is impossible but that the world will join M? Deane 
in construing this an approbation of his conduct by 
Congress — What then — The proofs of his miscon- 
duct coming out, the whole censure will fall on Con- 
gress, and Mf Deane escape all blame under the cover 
of general resentment against so high a body as Con- 
gress — Thus, instead of respect & veneration, cen- 
sure & disgrace will fall on a Council with whom is 
lodged the vital interests of the United States — Upon 
my word Sir this is a most serious affair & I hope will 
be maturely attended to. I hear with great concern 
the attack made on your health by the Sciatica — Why 
in the name of goodness cannot these evils attack the 
foes rather than the friends of America ? I hope how- 
ever that your care and the skill of your physician will 
soon enable you to attend Congress, from the delib- 
erations of which I am sure you can be illy spared. 
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We have not been able to learn here what has finally- 
become of the enemies army that invaded Georgia & 
South Carolina — I hope this part of their force has 
been compelled to go to the defence of their Islands. 

I am much rejoiced to hear that so good and able a 
Man as the new Minister of France is come to that 
Office — It would have been happy for America had 
he come here io months ago. I am, with the most 
cordial affection and respectful esteem, dear Sir your 
obliged friend. 

Honorable Henry Laurens esquire 
Member of Congress 
at 

Philadelphia 


TO [THOMAS JEFFERSON] * 

Dear Sir, Menokin Septf 6. 1779 

The Chevalier D’Armour who will have the honor 
of delivering you this letter, having been lately ap- 
pointed Consul of France for this State, as he before 
was for Maryland, comes now to pay his respects to 
you. I have had the pleasure of being acquainted 
with this gentleman since early in the year 1777 and I 
have found in him the same unshaken attachment to 
our cause in times of its great depression as others are 
willing to shew in the day of its prosperity. The 
goodness of the Chevaliers head is by no means in- 
ferior to that of his heart, few men having more knowl- 
edge of books and the world than he possesses. It 
gives me pleasure to introduce such a person to your 
acquaintance — 

I am yours dear Sir with most affectionate respect 
and esteem. 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Jefferson Correspondence, Letters 
to Jefferson, Ser. 2, Vol. 51, No. 6. 
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TO [HENRY LAURENS] i 

Chantilly Septem? 12. 1779 

My dear Sir, 

I had the honor of writing to you by the last post, 
since which I am favored with yours of August the 
3d 1 2 for which I thank you. I have long since ceased 
to wonder at any determination of the Conclave, and 
I shall continue in the same state of mind until I hear 
that a certain set have quitted, or been removed from 
that assembly. It would otherwise have been a matter 
of surprise to me that a body of men representing that 
kind of government the corner stone of which is virtue, 
should discover so shameless a partiality as to commit 
for consideration the insulting memorial of a guilty 
man, and refuse the same respect to the application of 
the faithful servants of the public ! And not only so, 
but to compliment guilt with a present of 10500 dollars 
of the peoples money. I shall be much obliged to 
you Sir for a copy of the ayes & nays on this money 
business. It is impossible that the industrious sensible 
part of the community can continue to submit to such 
abuse of their property. The account you give me of 
the sick bed calls to my mind the observation of Df 
Young 

“ A fever argues better than a Clarke.” but alas Sir, 
how quickly with returning health do bad men return 
to their vicious courses, forgetting the wise admonitions 
of a sick bed ! I wish we could hear that the enemy 
have been compelled to quit Georgia, & this I doubt 
not will soon 3 be the case, if it be true, as the papers 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 14. 

2 For this letter see R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee, I. 
234 - 

* The initial letter of this word is written over another letter. 
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inform us, that 2000 men from the Havannah were to 
attack Florida. We have it reported here that Count 
D’Esteing has taken Antigua — This is a great affair, if 
true, and must directly settle the business against our 
enemies on that quarter. At the same time that I 
cannot but regret your leaving Congress, I reflect with 
great pleasure on the happiness of seeing you here. 

I am, with the highest respect and esteem my dear 
Sir your affectionate and obliged friend. 

I understand that Braxton is gone to Congress — 
Surely a mere pecuniary compensation to the injured 
Portuguese cannot compensate for the injury offered 
to our national character in the eyes of foreigners — 


TO HENRY LAURENS 1 

Chantilly Sept? 19* 1779 

My dear Sir, 

I had the honor of writing to you by the last post, 
w— I am informed by the delay of the rider went no 
further than Fredericksburg, and will therefore not 
reach you sooner than this will do. Perhaps this may 
be the last letter that will find you at Philadelphia, 
unless the death of Mi Drayton should oblige a longer 
stay. Indeed, tho I much wish the pleasure of your 
company, I cannot help regretting your absence from 
Congress. By a variety of causes the ranks of the 
wicked have been lately thinned, and if the virtuous 
friends of the community continue together, we may 
hope a revival of that fame which I grieve to think 
has been so much tarnished by late misconducts. I 
think that the accession of Spain, with the naval vic- 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 1 5. 
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tory and successes in the W. Indies, the capture of 
so many Jamaica men, with the loss of the enemies 
hopes to the west & south, must be more than enough 
to humble their pride, and procure peace the ensuing 
winter, without the loss of either of our legs. You 
know my meaning, the Navigation of Mississippi & 
the fishery. I hope Congress will make a point of 
M? John Adams coming to Congress and furnishing 
them with an exact detail of their affairs abroad 1 The 
rectifying of past errors & misconduct does eminently 
depend upon a clear, full, and thorough knowledge of 
men and things. And surely, after what has already 
passed, no manoeuvring can prevent the appointment 
of an honest, capable, disinterested, and spirited char- 
acter to superintend, and vouch the settlement of the 
public accounts abroad ; or procure the appointment of 
a person not fully known, and who may have secret 
connections with some of the money lingerers. To 
save the virtuous & the blameless from future censure, 
I [w] 2 ish a motion were made to compel Silas Deane 
to give security before his departure from America, for 
a fair settlement of the public accounts, and for refund- 
ing what shall appear due from him upon such a set- 
tlement: and the ays 3 — & nays 3 taken up on this 
question — I took the liberty of requesting you would 
be pleased to furnish me with the copies of some pa- 
pers in the possession of Congress, which request I 
beg leave to renew. A vessel that lately arrived in this 
river from the West Indies brings an account of the 
taking of Antigua by the Count D’Esteing — This is 
a capital stroke as it possesses our friends of all the. 
[arjmies naval stores, and their only refitting place in 
the West Indies. Do you not think that these events 

1 Partially concealed by binding. 

2 This letter is written over erased letters. 

3 The letter s ” is practically erased by a stain. 
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will produce some wholesome Axe work in England ? 
I wish there may be some immolations upon the Alter 
of expiring freedom & empire in that Country — I am, 
with the most sincere esteem, and affection, dear Sir 
your obliged & obedient servant. 

Honorable Henry Laurens Esq? 

Member of Congress 
at 

Philadelphia 


TO [THOMAS JEFFERSON] 1 

Chantilly Sept? 20. 1779 

Dear Sir, 

I have the honor of enclosing you a letter that Mf 
Mazzie formerly sent to me, and which having been 
mislaid among a number of papers, prevented me from 
returning to him so soon as he desired. It is at his 
request that I send it to you. I find by a letter that 
I received from Philadelphia by the last post, that 
some person has been representing a part of my letter 
to you by Mf Ford in a manner not altogether fair . 2 
This freedom with your letter has been taken in your 
absence. It was by no means intended as a public 
letter, but written to my friend — and tho I am sure 
there is no sentiment in it that I will disavow, or fact 
that I did not believe on good ground ; yet, if the 
letters of one friend to another are to be subjected to 
malicious misrepresentation, there must be an end to 
all friendly correspondence, and the office of Governor 
will indeed be a painful pre-eminence, if he is neces- 
sarilly excluded from the communications of his friends. 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Jefferson Correspondence, Letters 
to Jefferson, Ser. z, Vol. ji, No. 8. 

2 See Lee’s letter of October 13, 1779, to Jefferson, post. 
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That letter was written when I was from home and no 
copy of it kept. I shall be greatly obliged to you for 
a copy of it. 

I congratulate you on the accession of Spain to our 
warfare against great Britain — without a miracle now, 
the Tyrant and his friends must quickly and humbly 
sue for peace. Three of our Continental frigates have 
taken io Jamaicamen, of which 8 are safely arrived to 
the eastward with upwards of 5000 hhds of Sugar and 
rum. This capture will be sufficient to humble the 
british 1 Merchants like falling ninepins, the loss of 
the enemies hopes to the west and south are additional 
circumstances [wc! 1 ?] promise the best consequences. 

I am, with very affectionate esteem and regard, dear 
Sir yours sincerely 


TO THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA 2 

[THOMAS JEFFERSON] 

Chantilly Sept? 23. 1779 

Dear Sir, 

I had the honor of writing to you a few days past 
by MT Booth, to which I beg leave to refer. This I 
expect will be delivered to you by Mess" Loyeaute & 
Le Maire — the latter is realy unfortunately circum- 
stanced as he states his case — the house with which 
he engaged it seems have so contrived as that all his 
private effects on board the ship he came in are de- 
tained until this State shall ratify his bargain with them 
for freight, and cost of the stores she brought over, 
this his situation renders it of consequence to him that 

1 The word “ british’ ’ is inserted above the line, 

2 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Jefferson Correspondence, Letters 
to Jefferson, Ser. 2, Vol. 51, No. 7. Addressed to him at Williams- 
burg as <€ Governor of Virginia ” and sent by Colonel Loyeaute. 
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his business with government should be quickly deter- 
mined that he may return to Boston and secure his 
own effects — It would be very unlucky for us to loose 
the Stores now at Boston, and the risk will be consid- 
erable, unless government can prevail with Congress 
to order a Continental frigate to bring them round. 
I think that when the large proportion We pay out 
of the general expence is considered, it would not be 
very civil to deny this request if it shall be made. 

We are now well provided with Artillery, and if we 
were as well possessed of the knowledge how to use 
it, we should be in a good posture of defence so far. 
Can no method be fallen upon to avail ourselves of the 
skill and zeal of Monsieur Loyeaute in this branch 
and for this country ? I am persuaded it would make 
him happy to put our Artillery on a respectable foot- 
ing, and I realy believe that we cannot find better 
ability] or more industry to accomplish it. I should 
suppose that some method might be adopted to recon- 
cile joinft] command and dispute about rank, by a 
select Corps for Mons* Loyeaute being detached from 
the rest and referred to his sole direction, and under 
whose instruction we might hope to have soon, a well 
served respectable body of artillery. The worthy Gen- 
eral Loyeaute, father of this gentleman, has been so 
kind an[d] so active in procuring the best Cannon & 
Artillery Stores for us, that it would be, I think, a 
genteel and agreeable return to him, that his son 
should have the forming of a Corps to use them — 
It seems to come well authenticated that part of Count 
D’Esteings fleet with 5000 men has arrived at Charles 
Town and are in a fair way to Burgoinade our enemies 
in that quarter — Heaven grant it may prove so. 

I am, with very particular regard and esteem, dear 
Sir your most affectionate and obedient Servant. 
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TO [JOHN ADAMS] i 

My DEAR Sir. Chantilly. October 8th 1779 

I congratulate you most sincerely on your safe 
return to your family and your country. I hope you 
found the former in good health and the latter I am very 
sensible will be at all times benefitted by the assistance 
of so able a citizen, and the more especially at this time, 
when the most important of all sublunary things is 
under consideration, the establishing of Government. 
Independent of general principles of philanthropy 
I feel myself much interested in the establishment 
of a wise and free republic in Massachusetts Bay, 
where yet I hope to finish the remainder of my days. 
The hasty, unpersevering, aristocratic genius of the 
south suits not my disposition, and is inconsistent 
with my ideas of what must constitute social happiness 
and security. It is not long since I received your 
favor of feb. 13 from Paris. So far as immediate per- 
sonal ease and happiness is the object, it is beyond 
doubt that the life of a private Citizen is more desir- 
able than any public character whatever, and such 
especially as call us far from home. But my friend 
we must consider that individual happiness flows from 
the general felicity, and that the security of the whole 
is the safety of particulars. What must become of the 
American cause and character, if her councils at home 
and abroad are to be filled and conducted by half 
Tories, weak, ambitious, avaricious, and wicked men? 
These considerations induce me to wish that you may 
not give up the thoughts of public service until our 
affairs are better settled. I wish with all my heart 

1 Adams Papers. Copy from the original supplied through the 
courtesy of Mr. Charles Francis Adams. A text of this letter, with 
variations and dated “ October 7th / 9 is printed in R. H. Lee, Mem- 
oir of Richard Henry Lee , I. 226. 
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that the Chevalier de la Luzerne and Mons. de Mar- 
bois had originally come here — I do assure you that it 
would greatly have benefitted the cause of the Alliance 
and the United States. Such scenes of wicked intrigue 
have been exhibited as I never expected would take 
place in America, until maturity of times and luxury 
with its concomitant train of vices had ripened us for 
destruction. You will no doubt be fully informed by 
others concerning the proceedings of a faction danger- 
ous to our country and very disgraceful also. Octo- 
ber 13 1779. I had written thus far and stopped, 
having no opportunity of immediate conveyance, 
when my friends from Philadelphia informed me of 
the crowning work of more than a year’s intrigue — 
that malice is at last glutted even to satiety — it seems 
however, that the party have been under the necessity 
of suffering one proper man to be employed, and I am 
well pleased to see, even the wicked sometimes com- 
pelled to do right. I heartily wish you success in 
your negotiation, and that when you secure one valu- 
able point for us (the fishery) that you will not less 
exert yourself for another very important object, the 
free navigation of Mississippi, provided guilty Britain 
should remain in possession of the Floridas ? I totally 
despair of the navigation from any other advocation. 
Before this reaches Boston you will no doubt have 
heard of Count d’Estaing’s arrival on our coast. 
Should fortune favor us, with this aid we may expect 
to remove our unprincipled enemies from N.York & 
R. Island — To this if we can add Nova Scotia, we 
may be pretty indifferent about the future operations 
of Great Britain. I shall be at all times happy to 
hear from you, and in return will furnish you with 
such intelligence as this part of the world produces. 

With singular esteem and affection I am dear Sir 
most sincerely yours. 
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TO [THOMAS JEFFERSON]i 

Chantilly October 13. 1779 

Dear Sir, 

I am very much obliged to you for your favor of the 
28 of September and for the trouble you took in writ- 
ing a copy of the letter I wrote to you by Mf Ford, 
I was well apprized that nothing in it which is mine 
could be made an ill use of, but to remedy this, some- 
thing not mine, and not in the letter, is substituted for 
the purpose of misrepresentation. As thus — that 
“ R. H. Lee had written to the Governor of Virginia 
that Mons? Gerard was recalled because he opposed 
D? Lee” — My expression is “ the latter (Gerard) being 
recalled — it is supposed for his factious support of 
Deane here” A very proper reason too, and which I 
verily believe to be true, and which would be as true 
altho Df Lee existed not. it is [sjufficient that there 
is no such thing, as is asserted, in my letter, and it 
[sjerves further to shew that a certain Set neither regard 
truth or any thing else when opposed to their calum- 
nious bad designs. I beg your pardon my dear Sir for 
having given you a moments trouble on this occasion, 
I did not mean to do so, my design was only to prevent 
in future this mode of misrepresentation, and it is 
effectually done by your information that writing 
“ private ” on the letters intended to be so, would pre- 
vent public inspection. 

I hope when the Assembly is preparing a system of 
law for [o]ur future felicity, that they will not neglect 
that noble and best foundation for public liberty, 
general diffusion of knowledge for which you had left 
with the House so excellent a System. By the last post 
[I] am informed from Congress that an Embarkation of 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Jefferson Correspondence, Let- 
ters to Jefferson, Ser. 2, Vol. 51, No. 9. 
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Troops from N. York had taken [pjlace with Teams &- 
supposed for a secret Southern expedition — In the [l]ast 
Baltimore paper it is said, that a Fleet for the Southward 
with Troops [h]as returned to N. York — I took this 
account to mean the embarkation mentioned to me 
from Congress, and that if they had put back, it was 
in consequence of hearing that Count D’Esteing was 
upon the Coast — I am satisfied that nothing else but 
his being here will prevent our being visited this Fall 
by these Devils (for I can call by no other name Men 
desperate in evil) from N. York. I wish we were 
better prepared to meet them. Mr Le Maire told me 
that there were 8000 stands of Arms belonging to our 
State in Nantes. They would be a glorious acquisition 
if we had them — There is already one Continental 
frigate in France (the Alliance) another (the Confeder- 
acy) will soon be there, would it not be possible to 
obtain from Congress an order that one or both of 
these frigates should bring these arms over and to Vir- 
ginia ? Such is the tardiness of people to engage in 
the Military that we have yet obtained but two men 
in Westmoreland upon both the acts “for raising a 
body of Troops & c ” and that “concerning Officers, 
Soldiers, Sailors & Marines ” — The one obtained 
under the former law is delivered to me and I have 
prevailed with a Man to find him rations ’till further 
orders — I think there was in the Gazette some time 
ago an Advertisement from the Board of war mention- 
ing Urbanna as the place of Rendezvous for this Coun- 
ty — Would it be proper for me to order these two 
men there, or wait until we see if more can be obtained ? 
It will be some expence to get the men conveyed 
thither, and this will be nearly as great for one as for 
20 . I think that the accession of Spain to our Union 
must quickly close the Scene with our enemies — ’Tis 
merry enough to see how the s [c] ene is changed already 
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with them — The British kings proclamation to the 
Wardens of the Cinque ports to be watchful to drive 
away the Stocks &° from the Sea coasts as he learns an 
invasion of the kingdom is meditated — 

He begins to taste the unpleasantness of that treat- 
ment which he has been so long inflicting upon us. 

I have the honor to be with particular esteem dear 
Sir your affectionate friend. 


TO [HENRY LAURENS] i 

Chantilly October the 15* 1779 

My dear Sir, 

I should not so long have denied myself the pleasure 
of corresponding with you in this way had I not expected 
daily a more agreeable personal communication of 
sentiments, and I am the more reconciled to my 
disapointment by the consideration of your being prob- 
ably to remain longer in Congress — I thank you Sir 
for your favor of September the 28*, which by an 
interruption of the post I did not receive until 4 days 
ago. It seems that the Rider between Leeds and 
Fredericksburg is stopped because the postmaster at 
the former place is two quarters in arrear to the Rider 
and he has written- to Philadelphia upon the subject, 
but can get neither letter nor money in answer — Will 
you be pleased Sir to speak to Ml Baynton and M' 
Hazard about this that I may again have the pleasure 
of corresponding with my friends. It is true that this 
route, altho it communicates between three of our 
trading towns does not now pay the expences of the 
Rider but is this not the case with almost every 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 16. Endorsed, “ Rec d by Co! 0 Loyaute the 26*} , /answ d 
i« Novem ” 
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post in the United States? When others become 
valuable by the restoration of peace and commerce this 
will also, and in the mean time the Post is an expence 
defrayed by all the Citizens of the United States, and 
it is not fair that so many as live in the lower parts 
of the Northern Neck should be deprived of its 
benefits. Whilst many of the States send to Congress 
such stuff as they do, I shall despair of se[e]ing virtue 
encouraged and protected, or vice frowned upon and 
punished, it is therefore Sir that I think the report 
that you have with great justice proposed in Deanes 
case will stand a poor chance of being adopted 
However, individual, if not congressional honor, may 
be saved by taking the yeas & nays on the question. 
I have received many messages from Mi* Cabell about 
the depositions that he sent so long since as last 
december concerning a M r Penns misconduct in public 
trust. Mf Cabell is a very honest, worthy country 
gentleman, and having no conception that Congress 
can ballance a moment about reprehending the mis- 
conduct of their immediate servants, he may conjecture 
illy concerning the manner in which I have acted with 
those papers. Is it impossible Sir that Congress 
should censure offence or Offenders of any kind ? — I 
judge of the contents of those papers which your honor 
prohibited you from sending, since a Mf Francis (agent 
for Beaumerchais) has informed Williamsburg that Df 

Lee is and that Jay is to go Minister to Spain — 

The party, glutted even to satiety with revenge, have 
vomited those things which the hushing dose of honor 
could not keep down — It is realy a very laughable 
business this obligation of honor as used in Congress, 
for generally the very men impose it who resolve to 
disregard it, and use it to restrain the virtuous, whilst 
the wicked ones communicate as they please, and in 
such a manner as to do ten times more public injury 
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that [than] the most 1 unreserved publication would do. 
In short I believe our affairs will not go on well until the 
plotting secret Divan is converted into an open Assem- 
bly of the peoples representatives. It was a thing of 
too much moment for the whole race of Defaulters & 
Plunderers, 2 not to be told that Congress had by their 
treatment of one man given the most instructive lesson 
to all the public servants in their power, that the faith- 
ful discharge of duty and presuming to complain of 
public peculation, were not to be admitted in a Con- 
gressional servant, but surely to draw after them ruin 
& disgrace. ’Tis therefore that the news flies on 
Eagles wings to the remotest 3 parts where the business 
of Congress is transacted — There is one comfort in 
all this, which is, that when things get to their worst 
they must mend — that Crisis is now at hand, and 
therefore we may hope that the Navigation of Missis- 
sippi, the subsidy from Spain and the most faithful 
application of the money, the fisheries, and every 

other good will result from the late Manoeuvres 2 

One thing more is necessary to be done, it is to take, 
in a whisper, Deanes nomination of the person or 
persons who is to settle his accounts for the expendi- 
ture of 3 millions — whence will result the clearest 
proof that it is not necessary to order in the most 
peremptory manner that all the moneys borrowed 4 in 
Europe shall be immediately placed in the hands of a 
most approved Banker and not one livre of it to be 
touched but by draught of Congress, and the Banker 
to send quarterly accounts to Congress of the state of 
their bank, always paying the usual interest where 
money lays uncalled for. I say. that a judicious well 
chosen Denean would, by settling M* Deanes accounts 

iThe word “most” is inserted above the line. 

2 Blotted. 3 Torn. 

4 Substituted for “Co 11.” 
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prove this to be unnecessary — but Sir, until this is 
done, will it not be wise, considering how experience 
points, to adopt this precaution — especially as our 
holy religion teaches us to pray “ Lead us not into 
temptation.” I had almost forgot to mention how 
very important it is to select most wise and virtuous 
men as Secretaries to the Embassies — I think you 
have had experience of one or two in Congress who 
have displaied such 1 intergrity, candor and disinter- 
estedness that it will be st[ra] 2 * * * nge if you do not force 
these appointments upon them. 

Until I hear that the Leeds rider is restored, be 
pleased Sir to direct your letters for me to the care of 
James Hunter Esq r near Fredericksburg — Certain 
intelligence that a fleet of 30 large Ships has entered & 
anchored within Chesapeake Bay — it was not known 
what they were when my letter came from Williams- 
burg— 

I am with the sincerest esteem and affection my 
dear Sir Your much obliged and obedient servant. 


TO JAMES SEARLE 8 

Chantilly October 15. 1779 

Dear Sir 

Since I was favored with yours of August the 20- 
which I fully answered by the return of post, I have 
not had the pleasure of a line from you. I now take 
the liberty of enclosing you by Col- Loyeaute all the 
tickets that we had in the second class of the Conti- 
nental lottery. Among these you will find the fortu- 

1 Torn. 2 Blotted. 

8 A.L.S. Haverford College Library, Charles Roberts Autograph 

Collection. Addressed to him as “ Member of Cong. / at / Philadel- 

phia” and sent by Colonel Loyeaute. 
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nate numbers of 91,315 & 89,638 which are 500 
dollar prizes each; also 64,510 which is a thirty 
dollar prize. Let me now beg the favor of you to 
take out new tickets for me in the third class to the 
full amount of both these prizes of 500 dollars agree- 
able to the list sent in my letter of August the 7* last 
past which list is herein again repeated to wit 

Tickets dollars 


R. H. Lee & Co 3 90 

Annie Lee & Co 3 90 

Mary Lee & Co 1 30 

Mary Lee in her own right . . . 1 5 450 

Hannah Lee & Co 1 30 

Hannah Lee in her own right . . 2 60 

Nancy Lee & Co 3 90 

Nancy Lees former ticket continued 1 30 

Harriot Lee & Co 3 90 

Sally Lee & Co 90 


35 1050 


dollars 

2 500 dollar prizes is 1000 

1 thirty dollar prize 30 

Df Shippen Senf for] 20 

20 dollars 


1050 

With respect to the new numbers I am indifferent 
whether they be the same or new ones. Be pleased 
Sir to give the Tickets when taken out to Df Shippen 
the elder to be transmitted by some safe hand to me — 
In the meantime I will thank you for a copy of the 
Numbers by post directing your letter for me to the 
care of James Hunter esquire near Fredericksburg in 
Virginia — You have been so kind as already to under- 
take this business for me, therefore I need not now 
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apologize for giving you the trouble — I hope you 
will soon have the Count D’Estaing at N. York & 
R. Island, and that by our joint aid we may remove 
our enemies from those strongholds — I think that 
Congress have by their treatment of Df Lee given a 
very instructive lesson to future Ministers — that zeal, 
ability, and integrity are qualities which they do not 
intend their servants shall practise without incurring 
their utmost displeasure. I must confess that I feel 
myself compelled to entertain a bad opinion of 
any man who will serve Congress while such senti- 
ments are suffered to exist in that body. I re- 
joice with you Sir in the success of our cruise 
against the Jamaica fleet — What say now the most 
sagacious politicians who were for totally laying 
aside our Navy ! This is of apiece with the rest of 
their wisdom, and their treatment of Df Lee & 
Deane shews their profound attachment to justice and 
detestation of Knavery — It will give me very great 
pleasure to hear that Mf? Searle has benefitted by her 
trip to the seashore — I am dear Sir very sincerely 
your friend and humble Servant. 

TO [NATHANIEL SCUDDER] » 

Chantilly 2 Novf zj 1779 

Dear Sir, 

I regret extremely, as well on public as on private 
account, that concurrence of accidents which has hith- 
erto prevented, and will for sometime prevent me from 
seeing and conversing with you — I had intended 
myself this pleasure at your own house in September, 
and since at Williamsburg but have not been able yet 

1 A. dr. L. University of Virginia, Lee Papers, reverse of No. 
329. Scudder was a delegate to Congress from New Jersey. 

1 Substituted for “ Menokin ” erased. 
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to accomplish my wishes . 1 I am well aware that the 
present state of our affairs is distressing, and that 
the wisest are puzzled to point the way to relief. 
In this state of affairs, we know that the human mind 
^ most liable to adopt systems without due exami- 
nation Systems 2 w- may indeed be productive of 
much private emolument, but with certain public in- 
jury. If our affairs are badly situated, they demand 
the strongest exertions of wisdom & virtue to rectify 
them, and with care to avoid whatever may increase 
the evil. Great as is our debt, it has hitherto been 
our happiness & our safety, that this debt (a very 
inconsiderable part excepted) is due to our own Citi- 
zens — In most urgent situations, certainly foreign 
loans may and must be attempted, but reason and 
experience prove that these had better be obtained from 
Republics, than from Monarchies — The former are 
more apt to negotiate differences, and patiently to expect 
satisfaction by peaceable means — The latter with strong 
and quick hand to secure what they claim. Of the two 
Creditors every wise man w d choose the former. It 
does not lessen the danger because the contract is with 
Individuals of a foreign state, for 3 the government 
may 4 truly say that the subject has a right to demand 
the protection of the State 5 in just claims, and that a 
Contract with our Assembly being a contract with 
Government, justice cannot be obtained in Courts of 
law but must be sought for thro the medium of power — 

i The following sentence is here erased : “ A gentleman of worth 
and understanding lately from Williamsburg has informed of a plan 
projected below and exhibited with much affectation of wisdom, gravity, 
and [ 'illegible ] which plan as it is understood here hath given great 
uneasiness to good men.” 

2 The word “Systems” is inserted above the line. 

3 Substituted for “because” erased. 

4 Substituted for “will ” erased. 

5 Substituted for “government” erased. 
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This is an awful consideration and demands our most 
serious attention 1 before we adopt engagements that 
may involve the most pernicious consequences — If I 
am not misinformed, there is now a letter shewing in 
Town from Mr. Beaumarchais which contains pas- 
sages strongly corroborating this doctrine as I under- 
stand that Gentleman threatens in high tone to seize 
American Vessels if the demand he makes against the 
United States is not quickly 2 paid. I will notnowgointo 
the nature of that demand, but I possess irrefragable 
documents to shew it in its true light. This instance 
is adduced to prove 3 in what manner our 4 * Country 
may be exposed to the most dangerous insults by 
inconsiderate engagements. I enclose you a paper 
concerning Mr. Beaumarchais 6 with this short observa- 
tion — Mr. Williams is in known connection with some 
of 6 those who promote Mr. Beaumarchais views, which 
gives great force to his accounts of that person, and 
Monsf Montaudinne is known to be a Merchant of the 
first respectability in every point of view — Perhaps 
you may draw some lights from the inclosed reflections 
upon a Contract now existing with the Famous Gen- 
eral — And I pray you to preserve the paper for me, 
as I have no duplicate of it. Every schoolboy can 
state a debt, and the annual payments necessary for its 
extinction, but an able Financier alone can point out 
resources that are adequate, that are most easy, and 
that consequently will be paid with the greatest cer- 
tainty. Heaven would bestow a great favor upon us 
by furnishing this Country with such a Man, and Hell 

1 Substituted for “ consideration ” erased. 

2 The word “quickly” is inserted above the line* 

3 Substituted for “ show ” erased. 

4 Substituted for “ this 99 erased. 

6 The words “ which may farther render 99 are here erased. 

6 The words ** some of” are inserted above the line. 
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a certain curse by pulling one forward 1 who should, on 
principles of private gain avail himself of the present 
distress to procure the adoption of measures that may 
hereafter plunge the community into the most fatal 
mischiefs . 2 It has never lain in my way to search 
deeply into the learning of finance, perhaps there are 
none here who have done so. Being lately in conver- 
sation with a very sensible gentleman, he 3 supposed 
that good effects might flow from calling in all the 
Plate in this State and paying interest to the Proprie- 
tors of it — To lodge this in the Treasury 4 


TO [THOMAS JEFFERSON ?] * 

Falmouth i ® 1 dec? 1779 

Dear Sir, 

Being thus far on my way up the country I have 
received a letter by post from Phil*, in which a 
Member of Congress thus expresses himself “there 
is undoubtedly a capital embarkation on foot (meaning 
from N. York) I fear for Savannah, Charles Town, or 
your Neighborhood .” I could not omit giving you this 
intelligence, that with? alarming, measures may be 
taken to prevent injurious surprize, and to be in the 
best possible posture to prevent insult — I have al- 
ways been of opinion that if part of the french fleet 
did not winter here that our enemies, rather than re- 
main inactive at N. York this winter, would attempt 

1 The phrase “ (if any such there sh 4 be) ” is written above the 
line and erased. 

2 Substituted for “ consequences ” erased. 

3 The words “he suggested to me the consideration of” are here 
erased. 

4 The Ms. ends here with the page. 

6 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Jefferson Correspondence, Letters 
to Jefferson, Ser. 2, Vol, 51, No. 31. 
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something Southward, in order to get a better peac[e,] 
if peace was their object, or if war was their design, to 
raise the national pulse by some successful stroke — 
Since the evacuation of R. Island, I understand the 
whole force at N. York to be between 12 & 16 thou- 
sand men — Of these they may spare 6000 to try 
experiments — 

I am dear Sir sincerely yours. 


TO [SAMUEL ADAMS] 1 

Chantilly in Virg4 Jany iS. 1780 

My dear Friend 

I send you the inclosed pamphlet, 1 2 not to give you 
any information, or to remove any doubts that you can 
be supposed to have, or to fix in your mind a greater 
detestation of those wicked men, whose base arts we 
have long seen and much lamented ; but that you may 
see a necessary step hath been taken here to disabuse 
the generality of mankind. The printer hath done his 
part most vilely, but you will correct his errors as you 
read, and I hope you will approve the caution of not 
inserting such things, as if made public, might offend 
our friends among the great in Europe. This omis- 
sion has rendered the refutation less complete, but there 
is enough to carry conviction to every candid mind. 

The faction have however gained their point of 
removing the man they feared and hated — some of 
them are above the apprehension of disgrace, and some 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Samuel 
Adams Papers. 

2 Lee had five hundred copies of his brother Arthur Lee’s letter of 
February 10, 1779, to Congress, answering Silas Deane, printed and 
distributed in America. See post, letter of April 24, 1780, to Arthur 
Lee. 
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are below it. S. Deane has avoided the consequences 
of a suit brot against him in Philadelphia by D* Lee, 
and has fled to France, upon discovering that the want 
of fixed damages in an action of slander will prevent 
Bail from being accountable. This pamphlet has given 
me information in one point, wherein I own that I was 
before deceived — I mean concerning Berkenhouts mis- 
sion — The artful knave had imposed on me a belief 
that he came here with a view to seek a convenient set- 
tlement for himself and his family in a land of liberty — 
I was taken with the generous sentiment — his tale 
was plain & probable — I knew he had been in the 
esteem of my brother, and to rivet the whole his 
pamphlet was delivered, contending with good force 
for the independence of our country. But however 
guilty the man realy was, this not appearing, the Mag- 
istrate of a free State should say ; de non apparentibus, 
et non existentibus, eadem est ratio. Whigs always let 
proof precede punishment but the Tories have usually 
substituted imagination for proof and excess of punish- 
ment for that degree of it which is necessary only for 
prevention & example. This mission however proves 
to what extremity of folly the extreme of wickedness 
will carry men. No man with his heart and head prop- 
erly regulated, could, or can devise a color of substan- 
tial good that would possibly flow from such a mission, 
at such a time, and in such a state of things. It is 
then no wonder that where other things conspired to 
induce a belief of good-sense and goodness in a man, 
that it was not presently suspected that he was come 
upon an errand compounded of folly and knavery. I 
may be mistaken, but I have long thought that I saw 
in this whole Denean faction the foul finger of British 
politics — I make no doubt but that it was contrived 
by Paul Wentworth at Paris, and that Deane knew per- 
fectly what this State Doctor was at the moment that he 

1 6g 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 

arrived 1 in Philadelphia — His silence at the rime, the 
knowledge he confesses that he had, and the use that 
he made of this Phenomenon after it disappeared, all 
conspire to place Deane near the bottom of the Sys- 
tem, after taking into the account the conferences that 
he held with Paul Wentworth before he left Paris. 
The thing itself too, seems to be confounded of Scot- 
tish fraud and the peculiar character of Deane for 
st [ r ] atagem and wickedness — These base arts have 
here however answer'd the little business to our enemies 
of gratifying their revenge on two men who have with 
invariable zeal and good success opposed their system 
for enslaving America — And the Deneans or Com- 
mercial plunderers have obtained their point of remov- 
ing the capital obstructions to their views of public 
rapine. I write this letter under a fit of the gout, & 
now affection for my friend supports me as well when 
writing to you, as pride formerly did the Stoic philoso- 
pher when disregarding the gouty pain he conversed 
with a great man of Antiquity — Indeed when I write 
to you, I seem as it were to be present with you and 
giving free scope to my mind, I restrain none of its 
operations — Policy may seem to forbid this in a letter 
that is to travel so far, but being satisfied that my 
sentiments of men and measures are justly founded, I 
am not apprehensive of ill consequences from imperti- 
nent curiosity. After a relaxation of i x months, I 
think of returning to public business next spring by 
going into our New Assembly, for I shall continue to 
think in the American cause, that “ Nothing is done 
whilst any thing remains to be done ” I expect that 
the hard Winter has saved us the trouble and expence 
of meeting Gen. Clinton in the field, which we have 
been taught to expect without fail, and for which pur- 
pose one third of our Militia are in readiness. I grieve 
1 Substituted for “was” erased. 
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exceedingly for the poor of Boston in this rigorous Sea- 
son and would willingly spare them part of my abun- 
dance of fuel if I could contrive it to them — I thank 
you Sir for your civility to M? W2 Lee — he is the son 
of my old friend some years ago deceased — the youth 
was my Ward and went many years ago to England 
for education under the care of his Uncle Fairfax. 

I expect my brother D? Lee with my Son will do 
themselves the honor of visiting you in the Spring in 
their way home from France. The pamphlet inclosed, 
if you approve, you will shew to such worthy Men in 
Boston as you choose. 

I have sent one to M? Hancock and one to M? R. 
T. Paine as Members of Congress with whom I have 
long served — 

Mr? Lee joins me in presenting best respects to Mr? 
Adams and wishing you both most cordially the return 
of many happy years. It will make me happy at all 
times to hear from you, and it will be very agreeable 
to be informed of any interesting news whether foreign 
or domestic — You live in the high road of intelligence, 
and I am situated in a very retired spot. The post 
comes pretty regularly as usual to Leeds Town (in the 
County of Westmoreland) where I send for letters 1 
constantly. 

Farewell my dear Friend. 

P.S. My little Son of 5 months old, whom I have 
christened Cassius, grows apace, & seems already to 
look as if he would be no Lover of Tyrants — 

I shall be glad to know if you continue in Congress 
and if so, when you propose visiting Philadelphia ? 

1 Illegible erasure. 
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TO GOVERNOR [JONATHAN] TRUMBULL i 

Chantilly in Virginia Jany. 22d. 1780 

Sir, 

Altho I am fully satisfied that your wisdom and 
goodness were incapable of being imposed on by the 
Libel published at Philadelphia on the 5* of decem- 
ber 1778, yet you may not have imagined that it was 
so completely groundless, nay, that the Libellers (for 
there were more than one concerned in this wicked 
business) were themselves practicing the very vices 
that they charged upon others. When your leisure 
permits you to read the pamphlet 2 which I have the 
honor to enclose you, you will be surprised and con- 
cerned that such principles should have found their 
way into the breasts of our young Republicans, where 
Virtue as the great Essential, should be the prime 
Mover! And your wonder will increase when I 
assure you that these materials more dilated, and full to 
the purpose, with most authentic documents to vouch 
every part of them, were all in the possession of Con- 
gress at the moment that they rewarded the Libeller 
and dishonored as much as they could the Man whose 
fame had been already injured by a cabal for diligently 
adhering to the honest duties of his station ! These 
things should satisfy every State how very considerate 
they ought to be in their choice of Members of 
Congress — When once the Great Council of America 
shall dwindle into a factious herd, and become the 
Abettors of Vice, it will be time to look seriously into 
our affairs. 

The printer of this little work has made many mis- 
takes which your good sense will correct as you read. 

1 A. L. S. Massachusetts Historical Society, Letters and Papers, 
I 777-i78o, p. 146. Governor of Connecticut. 

2 See p. 168, note 2, above. 
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It will give me pleasure to know that this letter with 
its enclosure hath got safely to your hand ; for which 
purpose a line directed to the care of the Post Master 
at Leeds Town in Westmoreland County Virginia will 
come safely. 

I have the honor to be with the highest respect and 
esteem Sir your most obedient and very humble Ser- 
vant. 


TO ROGER SHERMAN 1 

Chantilly in Virginia Jany. 22. 1780 

Dear Sir, 

The very high sense that I entertain of your sound 
and virtuous patriotism will by no means suffer me to 
pass you by when I am distributing a pamphlet 2 which 
I think it imports the friends of America to know the 
contents of. I apprehend that the faction in Congress 
would long since have made the most essential parts 
public, had not concealment been necessary to cover 
their own misdeeds. It was certainly due to the honor 
of Congress as well as to that of Individuals, that the 
public should be disabused in points of great moment 
wherein they had been most boldly and wickedly mis- 
led. ^ 

You may observe Sir that I have taken care to omit 
such parts, as would if published, have tended to 
offend States that are now friendly to us. These things 
would have rendered the work much more complete 
to prove the vileness of that libel published on the 
5* of december 1778, but I am sure there is no per- 
son injured by that, but who would rather choose to. 

1 A. L. S. Massachusetts Historical Society, Letters and Papers, 
1777-1780, p. 150. 

2 Arthur Lee’s letter of February 10, 1779, to Congress in answer 
to Silas Deane’s accusations. See p. 168, note 2, above. 
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continue suffering such injury than to expose it by 
means that would be hurtful to the Community. 

It gave me great concern my friend to hear that you 
are not in Congress. I lament for the public good 
which I am sure is injured thereby. My mistake is 
great indeed if there ever was a time when more wis- 
dom and virtue were wanting in the Great Council of 
America. I hope dear Sir that it will not be long 
before you are again restored to that Assembly. Be 
so kind as present my best respects to Mr. Hosmer and 
Mr. Ellsworth and let them have the reading of this 
pamphlet. 

It will give me pleasure to know that this letter with 
its enclosure has reached you safely — for this purpose 
a line directed for me to the care of the Post Master at 
Leeds Town in Westmoreland County Virginia will 
find me. 

I am dear Sir, with high esteem and great affection, 
most sincerely yours. 


TO [THOMAS JEFFERSON]i 

Chantilly Feby 7!^ 1780 

Dear Sir, 

I am much obliged to you for your favor of Jan- 
uary the 2? with its enclosures which came to hand 
two days ago, kept back I suppose by the post. The 
Bearer who is Under Sherif of our county, will receive 
and bring me the Registers you are pleased to mention. 
A variety of preventions have concurred to delay my 
trip to Williamsburg, but I yet hope to have the 
pleasure of seeing you when the gout and weather will 
permit. I thank you Sir for your hint concerning 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Jefferson Correspondence, Letters 
to Jefferson, Sen 2, Vol. 51, No. 10. 
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Richmond, it will confirm a preconceived design I had 
of writing in time to secure lodging, as I do intend to 
go into the next Assembly. I hope the southern 
news is true, for such is the pride and obstinacy of 
our enemies that nothing but sound drubbing seems 
likely to bring them to reason. I have a letter from 
D* Lee dated 28 Sept? “The combined fleets of 
France & Spain will soon go out again, & as M. 
D’Orvilliers is dismissed from the command for M. 
Duchaffault, a more fighting Admiral is in his place, 
it is expected we shall have a better account of the 
English fleet this cruise, than the former ” — by this I 
should conjecture that the combined fleets had re- 
turned to port without coming to action with the 
enemy & by extracts from the english papers, it 
would appear that Sf Charles Hardy is vindicating 
himself to the nation for flying from the combined 
fleets, by pleading his orders — perha[ps] 1 the British 
fled, and the Allies did not press upon them with ap- 
proved vigor. My brother says, that “as he stands 
pledged for 300,000 livres for the State of Virginia, 
he is in doubt whether he will be permitted to come 
away ’till that is paid I hope Sir, that this business 
will not be suffered to add to the other persecutions 
of that ill-used gentleman ! 

I am, with much esteem and regard, dear Sir 
your friend & Servant. 

TO [ARTHUR LEE] 2 

[Dear Brother?] 2 4 th r 7 8 ° 

It being very uncertain whether this letter will reach 
Europe before you have quitted it will prevent me 
from writing so fully as I would otherwise do — Yet 

1 Concealed by binding. 

2 A. L. Harvard University Library, Lee Mss., VII. 17. 
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I foresee the letter will not be a short one upon the 
idea that you may possibly not be come away The 
bearer of this is George Mason, Esq. eldest, son of 
Col? George Mason, whose good sense and friendship 
for the family renders him worthy of esteem. The 
young gentleman had intended for France last year 
but was disappointed — The same reason induces him 
to make a second effort, hope of reestablishing his 
health by the Sea air and the fostering climate either 
of Italy or the South of France, as you shall advise 
him is most salutary for relieving him from the con- 
sequences of a severe chronic Rheumatism I have 
no doubt but that you will give Mr. Mason every 
friendly assistance in your power. 

Your letters of August 21-17 &. 28 of September 
I have received with the enclosures in that of the I7 th > 
since the receipt of which the Assembly of this State 
has not met — they will do so in a week from, this 
time, when the friends of you and their country will be 
consulted concerning the propriety of presenting your 
Memorial, and measures pursued accordingly. I 
have much pleasure in assuring you that my infor- 
mations from many parts of the United States confirm 
that Deane & his Abettors are fallen into universal 
contempt and reprobation. For my part I believe a 
wickeder set never sprung from the corrupt compost 
of avarice, ambition, envy and fraud. I caused 5 00 
copies of your letter to Congress dated Feb. 10—1779 
answering Deanes Libel to be published and dispersed 
thro North America, leaving out such parts as might 
offend by communicating the secrets of Courts friendly 
to America 1 — this I am sure your patriotism will 
approve, altho such withholdings prevented your 
merit from being so fully displaied — This publication 
has had every good effect that could be wished — 
1 Written in cipher. 
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When you arrive in America you may find it necessary 
to prevent further injuries to your country by some 
nefarious possessor of 1 to open public men and their 
measures more fully to the community, as fully as 
may consist with Union the great principle of our 
Countries safety. Deane was arrested in Philadelphia 
at your suit in an action of slander damage ^*200,000 — 
he gave appearance bail, but as the law would not 
compel special bail in such actions, he has made his 
escape before judgement — So that now he may not 
be found to answer the damages that may be awarded. 
I formerly proposed to you that it would be very 
proper for you in your way to Congress to pass if 
possible thro New hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 
Rhode Island & Connecticut, there to visit Gen. 
Whipple, Mr. Sam. Adams, Gen. Warren, M r Ellery 
& M r Merchant, and Governor Trumbull, with many 
other virtuous friends of their country and you — I 
still hope you may do so. Our worthy & learned 
friend, Geo. Wythe esquire is now Professor of Law 
in W m - & Mary College — his lectures are greatly 
admired, and it deserves your consideration whether 
your nephew Ludwell would not be greatly benefitted 
by attending his lectures whilst he is reading the laws 
of Virginia and getting a competent knowledge of the 
Attorney’s practise — his father thinks so and if you 
approve it & can spare him, he may come presently 
here for the above purpose. There is now a fine open- 
ing for Able Lawyers at the Gen. Court Bar, and the 
sooner the [he] commences with propriety the better. 
Your friends think that Boston or Philadelphia will be 
the best Theatres for the display of your Law powers. 
They are certainly much superior places to this country 
in that Line. After the very ungrateful treatment 2 

1 Several words in cipher here follow. 

2 The remainder of the manuscript is missing, 
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TO [DOCTOR WILLIAM SHIPPEN, JR.p 

Richmond. May 7* 1780. 

My Dear Sir. 

I arrived here six days ago, to give my attendance 
as a member of this present General Assembly, and 
here I received your favor of Ap! x 6^ 1 2 on the 5 *. h In- 
stant, for which be pleased to accept my thanks. You 
ask, must the wicked enemies of our Country still 
prosper and go unpunished ? I answer they probably 
will, untill virtue learns to be as industrious as vice, 
and men in general come to prize the former more 
than the latter. The stimulated industry that marks 
your persecutor strongly demonstrates, that some 
other quality than mere virtue influences his con- 
duct. The bitterness of revenge, working on dis- 
appointed ambition and avarice, is plainly perceptible 
at this distance of time. I cannot recollect the par- 
ticular Complainants against Df Morgan out of Con- 
gress ; but I remember perfectly well, that in Congress 
M* Chace did most warmly oppose Df Morgan's 
longer continuance in the Directorship, saying repeat- 
edly, that not a Soldier would be obtained from Mary- 
land, if the director was not changed. I remember 
M5 Chace, his mentioning particular instances of his 
misconduct which appeared strong at the time. I 
make no doubt but that you may get the information 
you want from M r Chace, and be availed also by his tes- 
timony. If there were any written complaints they no 
doubt may be found upon the files of Congress. 

1 Ms. copy. Virginia Historical Society, Lee Transcripts, III. 
See The Letters of Richard Henry Lee , I. 166, note 2. 

2 Dr. Shippen wrote to Lee for evidence to disprove allegations of 
Dr. Morgan that he had sought to displace Morgan as Director Gen- 
eral. See a printed text of Shippen’ s letter in the Southern Literary 
Messenger , May, i860, p. 344. 
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Having had the pleasure of a great share of your 
confidence and correspondence, and having been a 
member of Congress at the time, it seems more than 
probable that if you had excited clamors against the 
Director, with a view to succeed him, that I should 
have heard or known something about it, and yet 1 I can 
■declare before God and Man, that I neither knew or 
heard of any such thing. 2 I believe there is scarcely 
a gentleman who was then a member of Congress, who 
does not well remember, how great and general the 
dissatisfaction was at that time, against the Director 
General ; insomuch that I solemnly affirm, it appeared 
to me, as I know it did to many others, that the 
change in the Directorship, was indispensable to the 
collecting of another army ; — the former having been 
chiefly disban[d]ed in the fall of 1776. It appears to 
me a new mode of Judicial proceeding for the prosecu- 
tor to be the evidence taker, — altho’ the defendent be 
present. Because if they differ concerning the pro- 
priety of any insertion, who is to determine ? or is 
either of the parties to determine for himself against the 
other? In such a case an individual, whether he was 
able or otherwise, must be considered as an atom com- 
pared with N. America, the safety of which depended 
absolutely on an army, and one speedily obtained. I 
heartily wish you a successful discharge [?J from perse- 
cution, as I do most firmly believe that your services 
have greatly availed the public. I am once more 
•engaged in the busy scene of politics. Col. Frank 
too is elected both for our Senate and House of Dele- 
gates; he is not yet here, but will be in a few days. 

1 The word t€ yet 99 is written above the line in pencil. 

2 The following sentence is here erased; “J well know that 
before Df Morgan’s appointment to the Directorship, you expressed 
yourself against undertaking the Office, and that it plainly appeared to 
Congress.” 
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My best love attends M r . s Shippen and my cousins. 
Whatever letters you favor me with after 1 5 1 ’ 1 June 
next, must not be directed to this place, but as usual 
to Chantilly. I am yours, my Dear Sir, most sin- 
cerely and affectionately, 


TO HENRY LAURENS 1 

Richmond in Virginia May 1 6. 1780 

My dear Sir, 

I arrived here on the first of this month a member 
of our general Assembly, and at this place was honored 
with your favor of the 5— instant which is the only one 
that I have received since we parted. To you I should 
most certainly have paid my respects very frequently 
if I had not believed that you had sailed for the West 
Indies in your way to Europe, the account you have 
favored me with of the southern operations is the only 
full and sensible one that I have seen — it is to be 
lamented that our intelligence from Charles Town is 
so irregular, slow, and uncertain. I do greatly lament 
the loss of Col? Parker both for public and private 
reasons, nor am I in the least surprised at your feel- 
ings for the consequences of things in the South, you 
who have so many more powerful reasons than I have, 
when myself have felt so much anxiety for the fate of 
Charles Town and its brave garrison. In ten minutes 
after our House was formed (which unfortunately was 
not until the 9*) I moved for a bill to embody militia 
for the relief of S. Carolina, and one will pass to morrow 
for sending with all possible expedition 2500 men to 
your assistance, we have given such large pay in 
tobacco, and other encouragements, that I hope the 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 17. Addressed to him "at Wilmington, in North Caro- 
lina.” 
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number will soon be obtained, and they are to go on as 
fast as a Battalion is collected, should they not come in 
time to save Ch. Town, which yet I hope, they may be 
in time, with others to controul the further operations 
of the enemy. The Maryland line of Continental 
troops is coming on and part are already arrived at 
Petersburg where our government has been making 
every necessary exertion to facilitate their speedy prog- 
ress to the Scene of action. Col? Porterfield with our 
last State regiment, about 500 men, and MajF Nelson 
with 60 horse left Petersburg about 10 days ago for 
Ch. Town, and at the same time went on from thence 
Col? Armand with his Corps. We have about 300 
good men remaining at Williamsburg who will march 
South in a day or two — yesterday our house voted 
that the Governor should spare all the Arms from our 
Stores that could be done, and this was done in conse- 
quence of a requisition from N. Carolina for Arms to 
put into the hands of their Militia. By this the Gov- 
ernor is authorised to supply the Arms wanted in N. 
Carolina which I think he will immediately do, and 
leave us enough to arm the Militia going south and 
yet to provide our Eastern frontier with proper de- 
fence which is next to the relief of Charles Town 1 
our diligent object. To this is to be added that our 
enemies are now stimulating an active war upon our 
Western frontier which calls for immediate defence, 
and which prevents so full and strong aid as our wishes 
incline us to, from being sent to S. Carolina ; and 
which 2 I hope will prevent our sister state from think- 
ing that we have been unwilling to give them more 
powerful support — The truth is that we have, and 
that we mean to furnish every assistance in our power 
' We shall probably continue sitting here until 

1 An illegible word is here erased, 

2 The words “in good se[as]on” are here erased. 
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the middle of June and I shall be very thankful to 
you for frequent information of the progress, and as 
you conceive, of the designs of the enemy. I lodge in 
the house with a few good whigs, among whom is Mf 
Page ; heretofore a member of Congress, who particu- 
larly desires to be remembered to you — The Marquis 
Fayette is arrived at Boston certainly, and thence I 
suppose that our Ally means some active operation on 
this quarter — perhaps you may have heared the report 
that a french squadron was expected at N. York. 
Gerard & Jay have arrived thro much peril of storms 
at [and] tempest at length in France. 

I pray you Sir to believe that I have the highest 
friendship and esteem for you, and that I am with the 
greatest respect most sincerely and affectionately yours 


TO [JOHN ADAMS] i 

Virginia. May the 17th 1780 

My dear Sir. 

I should have paid my respects to you before now 
had I known where to have directed my letters, for at 
this time I have no other method than to inclose the 
present to our friend Mr Lovell at Philadelphia, who 
I trust will know the best manner of conveying it. 
The enemy appear to have abated very little of their 
pride; however much their power may be lessened. 
It may be expected nevertheless that the former will 
shortly be compelled to yield to the very great abat- 
ment of the latter, and therefore that you will next 
winter have something to do in execution of your 
commission. It would seem by the present maneuvres 

1 A. L. S. Adams Papers. Copy from the original supplied 
through the courtesy of Mr. Charles Francis Adams. 
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of the enemy, that they mean to possess themselves 
of as many strongholds in different States as they can 
in order to go full handed to a treaty, with this view 
they are now making great efforts for Charlestown in 
South Carolina, and our Portsmouth in this State is 
next threatened. We are now opposing them at 
Charlestown with great vigor, and we shall endeavor 
to disappoint their views upon us, but the events of 
war are uncertain — from the number and spirit of our 
troops at Charlestown I am persuaded that they will 
not get the place, but at a very great expense of blood 
— it is strongly fortified and powerfully protected. 
Our foes indeed, have great advantage in their com- 
mand of the sea, as they can with canvas wings fly 
swiftly from place to place with success, whilst great 
delays on our part do necessarily arise from long 
marches thro’ this wide extended continent. A few 
Line of Battle Ships would do unspeakable good. 
Should the fate of war give them Portsmouth in this 
State, I think that the powers of Europe that wish our 
independence on commercial principles will not agree 
that they shall continue in that possession after a peace, 
as it will effectually command the entrance into Chesa- 
peake Bay and controul the commerce of the two only 
tobacco producing States, Virginia and Maryland, the 
small quantity of Tobacco that grows in North Caro- 
lina, and indeed a great part of their commerce in other 
articles passes through the Capes of Virginia, these 
States are also among the first for their export of 
wheat, flour, and Indian corn, exclusive of many other 
articles. It will therefore be indispensable to the free- 
dom of this commerce that the British possess not 
Portsmouth altho’ the chance of war should put it 
accidentally into their hands. Delegates from Georgia 
have lately passed thro this State to Congress from 
whom we learn that the enemy possess only Savannah 
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and its environs in that State — the independent gov- 
ernment being fully exercised in other parts of that 
country. There will be a general effort this summer 
to restore our money to its proper value, which we 
hope may succeed — the plan recommended by Con- 
gress is to call in with taxes April 1781 — 180 millions 
of dollars, which is to be destroyed and a twentieth 
part issued in a new kind of paper which is to be 
funded, redeemable in 6 years with specie ; whilst the 
war is to be chiefly supported by specific aids from 
every state according to its produce and commercial 
ability, this would seem to be effectual, if we can come 
up to such very extensive taxation, for which I believe 
every nerve will be strained. Col. Francis and myself 
are recommencing our tour of duty in the Assembly of 
this our native State, it will make us happy to hear 
from you whenever it is convenient for you, and it will 
certainly delight us much to know that you are likely to 
succeed in your mission. I hope your efforts will not 
be wanting to secure us the free navigation of Mississippi 
— I expect much more I own from such efforts than 
from any other — without this free navigation our vast 
back country will be so distressed as to lay the foun- 
dation of future wars and dissension from the necessity 
of having an outlet to market. Our State hath already 
dispossessed the English of their hold on the river 
Illinois, we have great numbers of people settled on 
the Ohio, and we are now taking a post at the mouth 
of that river at its confluence with Mississippi — all 
these places being within our Charter limits. Remem- 
ber me with much esteem to my friend Mr Dana. I 
am dear Sir your most affectionate and obedient Servant. 
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TO HENRY LAURENS i 

Richmond May the 29* 1780 

My dear Sir, 

Since my last I have been honored with your favors 
of the 4— and 13- of May. Your kind solicitude for 
M T . Parker does great honor to your philanthropy, and 
I have not neglected what you so properly suggest in 
your letter of the 4-. 

There is no change in things here since I wrote to 
you by last post, except it be that our Act is sent to 
the Counties called upon for militia, and I hope the 
2500 men will be obtained as soon as the nature of the 
thing will admit. We have directed an hundred 
horses to be immediately purchased to mount that 
number of light dragoon recruits now at Petersburg 
that they may proceed south, where I fear they are 
extremely wanted since Col° White’s very unlucky 
affair. Nothing will give us more pleasure at Chan- 
tilly than to see you there, so that if you should pass 
thro Virginia I hope you will not forget us. I do 
certainly pertake much in your good or adverse for- 
tune, and therefore I feel very sensibly for the change 
wrought in your affairs by the enemy in South Caro- 
lina & Georgia, but I assure you that I am not yet 
without hope that things will 1 2 be set right in that 
quarter, altho perhaps not without some loss, yet that 
it will be by no means so great as 3 present appearances 
threaten. M? Lovell writes me from Philadelphia on 
the 15 of this month that the news from France is 
very good \ but he does not mention what it is, being I 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 18. Addressed to him “at Wilmington in /North Caro- 
lina/’ and sent by Mr. Pringle. 

2 The word “ yet 99 is here erased. 

3 The word “ the 99 is here erased. 
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suppose a secret for the present. He also informs 
that Ml Izard & Dl Lee were in Paris feb. r 5 — that 
the former had been to Holland to get a passage to 
America but was disappointed, and that Di Lee was to 
sail in the Alliance the first of march — probably Mr 
Izard will come with him. The first division of 
Maryl? Troops I hear marches to day from Peters- 
burg. I am with great and most affectionate esteem 
and respect your obliged friend. 

It may not be amiss to frank your letter by Post. 

P.S. 30 May — An Express from Congress calls upon 
us for immediate aid to cooperate with a powerful 
assistance in Ships & Land Army expected every 
hour from our good Ally to assist in driving the 
British power from our Union — We are making 
ready with great diligence & I hope we shall yet have 
the happiness soon to see our country rid of these 
hostes humani generis. 


TO HENRY LAURENS 1 

Richmond July the 10 th 1780 

My dear Sir, 

We are still detained here, but I hope the Assembly 
will rise in four or five days — We have passed an Act 
to adopt the resolutions of congress on finance, of the 
18 March last when a majority of the States (ex- 
cluding Georgia & S. Carolina) shall have absolutely 
or conditionally adopted them — so that I consider them 
as in fact already Adopted in this state — We have a 
bill under consideration for revising the Tender law, 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 19. Addressed to him as “ Member of Congress/at/Phila- 
delphia.” Endorsed, "Reed’ 24 th ” [July]/“ Ans d 1 Aug'.” 
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and one for giving very ample powers to the executive 
for drawing out the force and resources of the State 
during the recess of the general assembly, and we have 
confirmed the agreement of the commissioners con- 
cerning the boundary disputed between this common-r 
wealth and Pennsylvania. A law is also passed for 
permitting our distressed bretheren of S. Carolina and 
Georgia to bring their Slaves here and to exempt them 
from tax for a year. Thus amidst many mistakes 
some good has been done. Our last accounts from 
the southward inform us that Cornwallis remains at 
Camden with a post above and below him where he 
seems to be busied at present in laying up magazines 
of provision — I suppose to be ready for action when 
the summer quarters are over — Gen. Gates left this 
place yesterday afternoon and proposes to proceed 
without delay to Baron de Kalbs camp, who we under- 
stand is now determined to go to Cross Creek, and 
where G. Gates expects to find him. Gen. Weedon 
& Col? Morgan are coming on — Gen. Gates intends 
to select a proper Corps for Morgan without delay — 
it is a wise measure and will probably suppress the 
enemies ravage with decisive effect notwithstanding 
they are so strong in horse, for we learn that Tarleton 
has 700 under his command — Gen. Gates seems to 
possess a thorough understanding of the business he 
is going upon, and he is proceeding with a wise and 
well considered system — if he is properly supported 
— I have little doubt but that he will restore our affairs 
in that quarter. I should suppose, from the Resolves 
of Congress which I have seen, that they mean not to call 
for men from this State to go North expecting that our 
efforts this way will be necessary in the South — And 
this indeed is fact, that all the men we can procure 
will be required in the South, yet many here suppose 
that our efforts in this way are to be divided between 
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the Northern & Southern Armies — in which case I 
am inclined to think they will be feeble to both. Gen- 
eral Huger of your State had arrived here in his way 
north ; but meeting with Gen. Gates at this place he 
has returned with him to the southw? I see that the 
southern military chest must either be supported by 
this State or not at all — but how shall we do it with 
an empty Treasury? The resolusions of March 18- 
will not begin to operate here until the last of Sep- 
tember at soonest, and no money from taxes will come 
in before that time — We are then driven by necessity 
to a new emission — at present we talk of issuing 
JC 50,000 to go forth 1 as hard money, or an equivalent 
thereto at 40 for one to issue as the present money 
declaring in the latter case that the money issued will 
be redeemed at 40 for one — our funds will be a hard 
money tax upon Tobacco exported, upon rum & su- 
perfluities imported; and a tax upon windows, with 
some few others that will render them in the whole 
ample and sufficient for redeeming the money now to 
be issued in 5 or 6 years. We have no other possible 
expedient but this to supply the necessary demands of 
the southern war. I think that the decided superior- 
ity of our Ally in the west indies must presently pro- 
duce some good effects in that quarter — We do both 
hunger and thirst after good news, so that if you can 
favor us with anything of that kind it will be very 
acceptable, this assembly will rise, and of course we 
shall return home this week, so that the letters you 
honor me with hereafter may be directed as formerly 
via Leeds Town 

Present if you please my respects to my Carolina 
friends. 

I am with great affection and regard, dear Sir your 
obliged friend. 

1 The three preceding letters are written above "issue ” erased. 
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TO COLONEL CHILTON i 

Chantilly, July 'the 18^ 1780. 

Sir, 

I arrived here yesterday evening very much indis- 
posed by a severe cold and fever . 1 2 The two 3 Packets 
that accompany this I received a day or two before I 
left Richmond and take this earliest occasion, to trans- 
mit them — They contain 4 the Provision Act with a 
letter from the Governor, pointing out the manner of 
executing that law. Permit me. Sir, to observe, that 
upon the quick and successful execution of this measure , 5 
the most important consequences to this and the other 
United States, do eminently depend. The law has 
been dictated by 6 necessity, but there is much reason 
to hope that the measures taken by the last session 7 of 
Assembly, to supply the public treasury in future, will 
prevent returns of such necessity. If we may be at 
liberty to reason from causes to effects, it is very fair 
to conclude that if we join our allies, in making ade- 
quate and proper efforts this campaign to defeat the 
ambitious views of G. B., we shall see her compelled 
before next summer, to submit to a 8 peace safe and 
honorable for the United States and their friends . 9 The 

1 A. dr. L. University of Virginia, Lee Papers, No. 345. A 
text is printed in the Southern Literary Messenger , January, i860, 
p. 16. 

2 The two preceding words are written above “ caught at Rich- 
mond ” erased. 

3 Substituted for “inclosed” erased. 

4 Substituted for “ cover” erased. 

5 The words “ the greatest possible consequences ” are here erased. 

6 The words “ necessity the present” are here erased. 

7 The three words preceding are substituted for “this” erased. 

8 The word “ safe” is here erased. 

9 The words “ The avarice and unjust ambition of our enemies is ” 
are here erased. 
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efforts of our Enemies, stimulated by the bad principles 
of revenge, avarice and unjust ambition are such this 
year , 1 as must inevitably leave them 2 at the end of it in 
a state of political lifelessness from which it will be ex- 
tremely difficult to recover — Our great and good Allies 
wisely discover this, and whilst their powerful efforts 3 
give them a decisive superiority at Sea, upon that ele- 
ment where G. B. until now hath triumphed the imperi- 
ous mistress, They reasonably expect from us such 4 
coexertion as our own honor 5 safety, & happiness de- 
mand. We know with certainty that his most Chris- 
tian Majesty 6 hath determined to assist us immediately 7 
against our enemies, this campaign with a consider- 
able land and sea force, which calls for direct 8 and 
large supplies of provisions to feed the armies of co- 
operation, both in the north and the south. Under 
[t] hese circumstances, and with these veiws, the General 
Assembly, doubting not the virtue nor the generosity of 
their Constituents, have fallen upon such means as ap- 
peared to them most effectual, for bringing men & 
provisions into the field with that expedition and cer- 
tainty which so great a Crisis demands. The care of 
the Meat house is here the female province, so that 
much depends on their cheerfulness in part of this 
necessary business — I am sure that the women of 
Virginia yield not to any in patriotism and 9 love for 

1 The words “but so very great [?]” are here erased. 

2 Substituted for “ him 99 erased. 

3 The words “ under their decisively see ” are here erased. 

4 The word “ efforts 99 is here erased. 

6 The word “honor ” is inserted above the line. 

6 The incomplete sentence “ intends that a powerful land and sea 
force shall assist us this summer in driving the British from their po- 
session within the states and render it ” is erased. 

7 The word “immediately” is inserted above the line. 

8 Substituted for “ immediate. ’ ’ 

9 An illegible erasure follows this word. 
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the happiness of their Country, and 1 that whilst the 
armies of America 2 have received great and generous 
assistance from the industrious collections and dona- 
tions of the virtuous women of Pennsylvania, we shall 
see our Ladies extremely solicitous to 3 furnish all the 
provisions that they can possibly spare, to relieve the 
wants of these brave men who[se] 4 lives are daily haz- 
arded for their security. 

If to this we add the consideration of those great in- 
ternal divisions, which threaten even a revolution in G. 
B : the manly resolution of Ireland to be discharged 
from B. Tyranny ; and the vast national debt, now 
not less than 200 millions, sterling ; a once commercial 
nation, with her commerce nearly ruined ; and under 
their accumulated pressures, not one Ally ; the Powers 
of Europe veiwing as with one eye, and approving as 
with one mind, the downfall of a power that has been 
exercised with insult and oppression to almost every 
nation upon earth. 

If this sentiments can be of any service to you or 
your colleagues in the execution of this necessary col- 
lection , 5 it will make me happy, they are certainly 
formed upon the best information & closest attentions 
to things — 

I am &c 6 * * 

To Col. Chilton, 

* Commissioner of the Money tax. 

1 The words “it will ” are here erased. 

2 The words “ that are barely fighting for their security ,’ 9 

3 The words “ relieve the ” are here erased. 

4 The words “are bravely fighting” are here erased. 

6 Substituted for “ business ” erased. 

6 The Toll' owing note, in Lee’s handwriting, evidently refers to prices 

fixed by the Provision Act mentioned in the letter : Pickled Beef 

24/. py lb./, — Salted Pork 30/Bacon 48/ Indian Corn^ 7. py bushel. 

Wheat 20 — Rye 12 — Oats 5 — pease^S. Superfine flour 
j£ 60 py hund. w* — Co[mmon] d° £ 50. Ship Stuff ^40 py Q, 
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TO HENRY LAURENS 1 

Chantilly, July 27* 1780 

My dear Sir, 

I had the honor of writing to you from Richmond 
some time before I left that place, and hope you have 
received my letter. Nothing new had occurred when 
our Assembly adjourned — Cornwallis was still at 
Camden, busied in collecting provisions — Baron Kalbs 
force had moved on to Pedee in order to be in a pro- 
vision country — Besides the 2500 militia that our 
Assembly had ordered, they have impowered the 
Governor to call out 20,000 more if necessary, and 
orders are given to purchase horses to remount 
Whites & Baylors dragoons to 150 each — A law has 
passed to get 3000 regulars for the quota deficient of 
this States Continental troops by indiscriminate draft 
which is shortly to be executed. We have prospects 
of getting the necessary provisions by means of a pro- 
vision bill that passed the last Session for taking the 
surplusage of each persons meat house after allowing 
a reasonable supply 'till december next. I hope that 
the 3000 men to be obtained by our draft law will be 
ordered South, being persuaded that if general Gates 

White biscuit 75 pf Cf, brown do jQ 60. W. I. R[um] £ 30 pf 
Gallon, Taffia -jC 20, brandy 25 Corn Spirits 15, Alum Salt ;■£ 40 
py bushel, French or fine Salt ^30. 

Authorized to take the surplus of Salted Beef — pork — Bacon — 
And of I. Corn half the surplus, after leaving sufficient for the use of 
the family, or those in his or her service to the first day of december 
next. Of Wheat, rye, oats, flour, rum, & other spirits the surplus, 
leaving as aforesaid to the first day of Septy 1 78 1 — Also a sufficient qty 
of such grain for seed — Not exceeding one half of Biscuit, salt, rum 
& other spirits for sale — 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 20. Addressed to him as, “ Member of Congress /at/ 
Philadelphia .’ 9 Endorsed, “rec’ d 7 th August — answ d 8 th .” 
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be properly supported/ he will soon compel the 
enemy to shelter behind the works of Charles Town, 
from which refuge the fleet of our Ally may hereafter 
assist us in driving them. The times are growing big 
with events, and I shall thank you Sir for a continu- 
ance of your former goodness in 2 informing me as 
these events are brought forth — I was extremely cha- 
grined to learn since my return that you my worthy 
friend had in this county lodged at an Ordinary — 
You would have made my family infinitely happy to 
have entertained you at Chantilly, and I had hoped 
that you would not have passed this way without 
giving this family that pleasure. The Ordinaries in 
general in this country are so vile, that they are in no 
respect qualified to entertain a gentleman, which is an 
additional reason for not neglecting your friends as 
you pass — After the drawing of every class of the 
continent Lottery heretofore they published a small 
pamphlet containing a list of the prizes — I suppose 
they have done the same of the third class lately fin- 
ished — You will do me a favor Sir by inclosing me 
p r next post one of these little pamphlets with in- 
formation when the 4 - class will begin drawing — Be 
so kind Sir as fill up and forward the inclosed letters 
for me, as I am uncertain where the Gentlemen may 
now be — It is probable that D. r Lee & M5 Izard have 
arrived in the French fleet — There ought to be some, 
if there are not, in & about Congress extremely ashamed 
to look them [those] injured gentlemen in the face — 
The family here desire to be respectfully remembered 
to you, as I do to IVL Rutlidge, M* Bee &. c & c 

I am my [dear] Sir with the most perfect esteem 
and regard your obliged friend and obedient 3 servant. 

1 The word “that” is here erased. 

2 This word is writtten over an erased word. 

3 The first two letters of this word are written over other letters. 
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TO HENRY LAURENS i 

Chantilly July 30* 1780 

My dear Friend 

In the letter which I expect you will receive with 
this I had forgotten to mention an affair to you in 
which your friendship may avail my sons — I expect 
that they are arrived from France in the fleet now at 
Rhode Island, and I expect that they will find great 
difficulty in getting their baggage safely transported 
from thence to this place — Young and of course too 
confiding they may leave what is at this time very im- 
portant, all their baggage with some worthless low 
Quartermaster by which it may be plundered or lost — 
Should it come in this line, your interference with 
some one of the principals in that department may 
secure the safe conveyance of it to my brother in law 
D? Shippen in fourth street Philadelphia — Or perhaps 
it might get more quickly and safely to the same place 
by means of the Ships that will I suppose be frequently 
coming to the Delaware from R. Island for provisions 
for the fleet. A line from the Minister would secure 
that — And indeed it would be in every respect the best 
way for my Sons to get to Philadelphia — if Sir you 
should hear of my sons 1 2 arrival at R. I. will you do me 
the favor to write to them, or either of them on this sub- 
ject, and give them your advice and direction — Both 
them and myself will be highly obliged to you for so 
doing. A relation of mine, Mr William Lee, who 
landed at Boston in the course of last summer, com- 
mitted his baggage to the Quartermasters department 
to be brot to Philadelphia, but he has never heard of it 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Corre- 

spondence, No. 21. Addressed to him as, f< Member of Congress / 
at / Philadelphia . 9 9 Endorsed, rec’d 7 th August Answf 8*.” 

2 The two preceding words are substituted for t€ their 99 erased. 
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since, and he is in much distress for want of his cloaths — 
it will be a great favor to him if you can assist him 
to recover his baggage by your application to some of 
the Generals in that line. You observe I apply to you 
with that little reserve that a man will always do to a 
person on whose friendship he relies implicitly. I pray 
heaven Sir, that the same fortune which has lately 
been so injurious to you, may shortly make you ample 
restitution — I should be confident of succeeding in my 
wish if this Diety were not blind — As it is I hope 
there is a good chance — 

I am, with the sincerest esteem and regard my dear 
Sir your affectionate and obliged friend. 


TO HENRY LAURENS i 

My dear Sir, Chantilly August the 12. 1780 

A letter that I received from our friend M? Bee a 
fortnight past was the first notice that I had of the 
probability of your speedily sailing, and caused me to 
apprehend that you would have left Philadelphia before 
my last letter from hence reached you — Your favor of 
the 1 ? instant setts that matter right, and from the usual 
delay in our marine matters, I am induced to think that 
these my thanks for that favor will yet find you in Phil- 
adelphia. When you do go, for public reasons and from 
private affection, I do most sincerely wish you health, 
happiness and success — I have no doubt but that I 
shall hear from you when your leisure permits, and if 
you will favor me with your address I shall do myself 
the honor to inform you how we go on — The goodness 
of providence has caused good to spring from evil, and 

1 Transcript. Long Island Historical Society, Laurens Correspond- 
ence, No. 22. Addressed to him as, “ Member of Congress j at / 
Philadelphia.” Endorsed, “Reed. 1 6^ Decern 178 2/ 5 
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in human affairs I think that good is generally derived 
from great extremities of ill — Here let us rest our hopes, 
and I will expect to inform you e’er long that men and 
things are mended much — in truth I think we do mend 
in this quarter — It will be with infinite pleasure that I 
shall inform you of your most substantial property in the 
south being ravished from the hands of its present rude 
possessors. I observe with great satisfaction in the 
Baltimore paper of . the i s -£ that Jamaica is certainly 
attacked with 36 sail of the Line & 26,000 men — 
Success against that important Isla[n]d will probably 
bring our enemies to reason, and open their ears to 
honorable peace. M? Lovell has not favored me with 
a line for many weeks past — I began to fear he had 
left Congress — but now I shall inclose this to him least 
you should be gone — I am dear Sir, with the sincerest 
affection your obliged friend. 

No news here. Turn over. 

P. S. If the sturdy beggars you speak of insist upon 
their point, I would not hesitate to send them a dis- 
mission and appoint to their places so many Colonels 
who I doubt not would do to the business full as well. 


TO ARTHUR LEE* 

Chantilly August 31!! 1780 

My Dear Brother, 

After more than four months from its date your let- 
ter from Orient, of April the 3* reached me at this 
place. I very much approve the plan you propose to 

1 A. L. S. University of Virginia, Lee Papers, No. 337. Ad- 
dressed to him “ at / Philadelphia, / j Care of Mff Shippen. * ’ A 
copy of this letter with variations is in the Cabell Transcripts in the 
Virginia Historical Society. 
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pursue on your arrival at Philadelphia — to obtain 
from the present Congress a full justification of your- 
self is highly proper, and it is most justly due to you 
upon the strong principles of your public services, and 
the injuries you have received from cf public acts ” 
which in consideration of the former, ought to have con- 
veyed honor and favor, not co [u] ntenance to the false, 
wicked, and vile insinuations and arts of your aban- 
doned enemies. When this full and unequivocal jus- 
tification is obtained, some repose may be necessary, as 
it is certainly due to your long and active services. 
But in a cause like ours your patriotism will suggest 
that c whilst any thing remains to do, nothing is 
done ’ — At all events I hope we shall have the happi- 
ness of seeing you here when you have done with 
Congress — But previous to your coming, might it not 
be well to consider upon, and fix with your friends 
your future residence at the best for practising the law. 
This profession you may depend upon it, entered 
on and practised with reputation, will presently secure 
to you the influence you deserve, and enable you to 
command what you please in the state where you live. 
Philadelphia or Boston seem to me to be the only 
Theatres for great Actors to play upon. Our most 
worthy and wise friend Samuel Adams Esq!; can advise 
you respecting the latter ; and intelligence of the for- 
mer may be well obtained from Chief Justice McKean, 
the Attorney General, M? Sergeant and President 
Read — The first of these gentlemen is your friend, 
and he is one of those few whom I have known in 
Congress from its commencement in 1774, and whom 
I have found uniformerly firm, sensible, and attached 
to the cause of America upon the best principles. I 
recommend that gentleman to your particular atten- 
tion. M- Sargeant is popular, of republican princi- 
ples, and very industrious in pursuit of his objects — 
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his information and services may be useful, . . You 
know President Reed and his family — he is in gen- 
eral esteem, and from his knowledge of men and 
things in Pennsylvania, I should suppose he can give 
you the best advice concerning the practise of law in 
Philadelphia — Surely where such a flutterer upon the 
surface as Governeur Morris can live at all, that you 
may greatly profit by the pursuit of law. With 
respect to the obtaining of your full justification from 
Congress, altho it is so justly your due, and so neces- 
sary to be obtained, yet you know that Men are such 
things as renders it wise to take measures even for 
coming at justice — You are too well acquainted with 
human nature not fully to feel the wisdom of Polonius s 
advice to his son, “give every man your ear, but few 
your voice ” — I would not seem to know who were 
my enemies in Congress — but you will know your 
friends — the latter will have your voice, whilst the 
former have only your ear. M* Samuel Adams may 
be 2 “grappled to your soul with hooks of steel — his 
friendship for you, his knowlege of men, and his wise 
penetration can and will wonderfully assist you with 
regard to men and measures. Most of the Eastern 
Delegates were your friends. M! Vandyke from 
Delaware is very sensible, honest, and much your 
friend. Governor Bee of South Carolina, is a gentle- 
man of worth and sensible of the injustice you have 
received — But your friend Izard can inform you 
exactly concerning the South Carolina gentleman. I 
must confess that I was surprised, you had so far put 
your return to America in the power of D^ Franklin 
as to commit yourself to the Alliance — the conscious 
guilt of that old man and the wicked enmity he has 
practised and encouraged against you, must conspire 

1 A sentence partly in cipher is here omitted. . 

2 The words “ a proper person ” are here erased. 
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to make him fear your arrival here, and instigate the 
fullest exertion of his art and malicious cunning, sup- 
ported by his present power to procure your detention 
in Europe. A thousand plausible pretexts would not 
be wanting to effect that purpose — It will give me 
infinite pleasure to learn that you are removed fro[m 
within.] the sphere of that wicked old man’s power 
and influence — and therefore I hope you will give me 
the earliest notice of your arrival at Philadelphia — If 
Ludwell is not useful to you there, I think he may , 
benefit himself by repairing to Williamsburg and fin- 
ishing his law studies under M? Wythe, who is now 
most worthily employed in the character of Law pro- 
fessor at Willi- & Mary College — which professorship 
he discharges the duty of with wonderful ability both 
as to theory and practise. The sooner therefore that 
Ludwell gets under his tuition the better! meaning 
always that he must remain with you so long as he is 
useful to you. The times are amazingly expensive, 
more so by far than my means to hold pace with the 
general extravagance — IT Shippen can inform you 
whether Ludwell cannot conveniently get a passage 
for himself and baggage down the Delaware by water 
to Christeen in the passageboat, and so hire a convey- 
ance over from thence to the Head of Elk — From 
thence he may readily get a passage to Annapolis by 
the way of Baltimore. At the latter of these places 
my friend M- Purveyance (either of the Brothers) will 
advise and assist his further progress. Governor Lee 
of Maryland is his relation, If he passes thro’ Annap- 
olis let him wait on the Governor, & Col? Lloyd, if in 
Town. When he is at the head of Elk or Baltimore, 
if he can get certain intelligence that the Bay is clear 
of the enemies’ privateers, and that our Vessels of war 
are in the Bay, he may then come by water from those 
places with his baggage either to Potowmack or Rap- 
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pahannock — But on no account let him venture this 
water passage unless he is informed certainly of both 
the above circumstances, because the small armed 
Boats 1 of the enemy are incessantly pushing in and 
out of the Bay, and they take many of the small ves- 
sels going down and use the people ill — this risk 
must not be encountered by Ludwell — if he comes 
by land from Philadelphia let him call on my friends 
Jacob Giles at Susquehanna, M? Purveyance at Balti- 
more — M? Diggs or M* West near Upper Marlbor- 
ough, and Squire Lee at Cedar Point. 

I am my dear brothers most affectionate faithful 
friend. 


TO [SAMUEL ADAMS] 2 

Chantilly Septf io— 1780 

Mv dear friend. 

It has given me great pleasure to hear that you are 
once more returned to Congress. That perseverance 
which can patiently encounter so many obstacles for 
the attainment of public good deserves great applause, 
and must surely in the end be crowned with success. 
There are two things that in my opinion deserve 
present and close attention. I mean the confederation, 
and restoring the credit of our paper money. The 
powers of Europe (to say nothing of our own quarrels) 
ambitious, avaritious, and unprincipled as they are, 
may be induced to consider us as easy & therefore fair 
prey, so long as we continue in the discordant, jarring 
and unorganized state in which we now are. The con- 
federation alone can give us system, strength, and re- 
spectful consideration — 

1 Substituted for “ Vessels 99 erased* 

2 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Samuel 
Adams Papers* 


200 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 


This necessary coalition has been hitherto ostensibly 
prevented by the claim of Virginia to all the western 
lands within her charter on this side the Mississippi. 
The present time appears to me to be a favorable 
crisis for Congress to open a treaty with Virginia upon 
this subject. I hope that a cession of the fine country 
northwest of Ohio may be obtained from this State on 
the following easy conditions. That the ceded lands be 
sold fairly, and the purchase money bona fide applied 
to the extinguishing the Continental debt — that not 
fewer than two or three States be there established — 
And that Virginia be reembursed the expence she has 
actually incurred in wresting that country from the 
British possession by her arms alone. These appear 
to me very equitable conditions, and as far as I can dis- 
cover the sentiments of the most wise and virtuous 
men amongst us, I am inclined to think that if Con- 
gress makes these propositions to our ensuing Assem- 
bly, the consent of that body may be obtained to them. 
If therefore you and your friends approve the plan, no 
time should be lost in having it settled in Congress. 
When this is agreed to, Maryland can have no just 
objection to signing the Confederation — Should she 
refuse after this, I realy think that it behooves the 
other states to take care of themselves by confederat- 
ing without that refractory sister. My reason for 
pressing the proposition during the next session of our 
Assembly arises from my apprehension that some able 
friends to the scheme will retire from the Assembly at 
the end of this year, which may render its success 
doubtful hereafter. Our Assembly meets the 2.1 of 
next month, and will probably not rise before the end 
of November. 

To restore the credit of our currency is indeed of 
great and necessary consideration — So far as I am able 
to judge, the plan of Congress recommended the 18 - 
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of March for that purpose, is as good a one as our 
actual circumstances admit of — but unfortunately the 
whole race of Tories, Speculators, and those who mean 
to defraud creditors are combined against it — You 
may have heared with what difficulty an acquiescence 
was obtained in this and some other States — Our act 
adopts the plan when “a Majority of the United 
States of America (except Georgia & S. Carolina) 
have actually or conditionally approved of and acceeded 
to the said resolutions of Congress ” &• If therefore 
it is deemed of consequence that this State should 
effectually adopt the plan, I must entreat you Sir to 
procure me authentic documents against the io^ of 
October, if it can be done so soon, or as soon there- 
after as possible, what the States north of Maryland 
have certainly done in this business. I have a letter 
from one American gentleman to another in France, 
dated Novf 26-, wherein is the following passage “ Dl 
Franklin, Chaumont, & Dr Bancroft, have held a Court 
of enquiry on Capt. Landais, & the report of this 
respectable board, it is said, is to be laid before 1 Con- 
gress. The Owner of a french privateer (Chaumont) 
sits in judgement upon the Captain of an American 
ship of War for disobeying the orders of the Captain 
of that privateer; nothing can be more consistent 
with the dignity of a sovereign state, or tend more to 
promote our Marine and render it respectable.” 

How long my dear friend must the dignity, honor, 
and interest of these United States be sacrificed to the 
bad passions of that old man under the idea of his 
being a philosopher? That philosophy which does 
not rectify the heart is not the kind of wisdom which 
it befits republicanism to cherish and to confide in. If 
this man must be retained in the public service with all 
his imperfections on his head, let him be sent to some 
Court, causa honoris, where he can do neither good 
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nor harm — the Emperors for instance, or her of all the 
Russias — But to let him remain, immersed in indo- 
lence & inattention (to say no worse) with such prime 
Ministers as Chaumont, Bancroft, Petrie &? &? about 
him at the very centre of most active and interesting 
politics, is really a burlesque upon all policy, & may 
finally produce most fatal mischief to our cause. I 
fear that you are not now in the Marine Committee, 
and my friend General Whipple is away, so that this 
dishonorable and degrading manner of treating our 
Navy Captains, by submitting them to the command 
of privateers, will probably be not only overlooked, 
but applauded. Col? Geo. Mason who is as wise and 
worthy a man as any we have requests me to recom- 
mend Mf Richard Harrison a native of Maryland, 
now a Merchant in Cadiz, to the office of Consul for 
Spain — Col? Mason knows Mf Harrison to be a Man 
of integrity, and Commercial ability, and he esteems 
him a very fit person to discharge the duty of Consul 
for America in that Kingdom — I beg leave Sir to 
recommend Mf Harrison to your friendship and the 
patronage of your friends in Congress. Give me leave 
now to return you my thanks for your civilities to my 
cousin and ward Mf William Lee — the young gentle- 
man is very grateful for your kindness which rescued 
him from much distress. 

I hope you left Mf? Adams and your family well — 
How does Gen. Warren and did he receive Df Lees 
pamphlet that I sent him on Deanes libel ? Be so 
kind as deliver the inclosed, and present my thanks to 
Mf Lovell for his favor, laconic as it was, by the last 
post — I shall return him my thanks under my own 
hand next post — With the warmest sentiments of 
friendship and the truest esteem I am my dear Sir 
your very affectionate. 
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TO DR. NATHANIEL PEABODY i 

Chantilly in Virginia 

September 24 1780 

Sir, 

I do not think myself the less obliged to you for 
having not sooner answered your kind favor of Nov. 
the 22 ? — It was rather improper to interrupt your 
attentions at Camp with reading my much less impor- 
tant letters. I have lately heared that you were returned 
to Philadelphia. I fear the season is much too far 
advanced for any decisive operations to be attempted 
against N. York this campaign, but if the second divi- 
sion of our Allies fleet should arrive & give a superior- 
ity at Sea in this quarter, may not the winter be most 
profitably employed in retaking Charles Town & re- 
covering the two Southern states from our enemies ? 
With a superiority at Sea the attempt may not only be 
made, but I think we shall have the fairest prospect 
of success — After which, a return to N. York in the 
spring may present an opportunity of doing something 
there. 

I wish to see the heavy ships of our Allies removed 
from the boisterous latitudes to these southern ones, 
before that season of the year arives which may expose 
them to a disaster like to that which Clinton met with 
last winter in his passage from North to South. This 
State will presently send forward to the Southern Army 
a reenforcement of 4000 men, that is 3000 recruits for 
the Continental army & 1000 good western militia, 
but we must be supplied with arms by Congress, the 
late disaster in S. Carolina having prevented us from 
arming these men. And if it were possible to furnish 

1 Transcript. Virginia Historical Society, Leffingwell Collection. 
Addressed to him as €t Member of Congress / at / Morristown. ** 
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Tents likewise it will be highly proper, as we are des- 
titute of that article also. In short we must recover 
Charles Town and the Southern States this ensuing 
winter whilst our Allies are here — This recovery can 
only be obtained by victory, and let us say with Philip 
the father of Alexander the great cc Victory is to be 
purchased by money , and that money must not be 
spared at the expense of victory”. I have the pleasure 
Sir to be most perfectly agreed with you in opinion 
concerning the cc Jesuitical partisan” you mention — 

I think you may depend upon it that nothing good 
for America will come from that quarter — If I mis- 
take not you begin to discover this in the plausible 
difficulties that oppose the views of America, & the 
affected desire to remove them, all which will probably 
end in the sacrifice of the interest of these States to 
others — You are certainly right Sir, that a proper 
“ Satellite ” is indispensable — Why then is not such an 
one appointed without delay? — The interest of our 
country is paramount to all other sublunary considera- 
tions — Will not the enlightened Court of our Ally 
plainly see how miserably we are represented & will 
not men argue from thence to the want of some great 
essentials in the people who suffer such representa- 
tion ? — 

I fear the consequences & wish the causes removed. 
Great Britain will probably persist in her obstinacy 
whilst she sees us conduct our affairs without wisdom 
& reposing confidence very improperly. 

Where is my much esteemed friend Gen. Whipple, 
& is he in good health — pray remember me to him 
with great affection. 

I was in hope that Dr. Lee might have had time to 
have visited his worthy friends in New Hampshire — 
My respects, if you please to my friends in Congress, 
particularly Mr. Adams, Mr Lovell & Mr Sherman, 
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Mr M c Kean & Mr Yandike — I have the honor to 
be Sir 

Sincerely your friend. 


TO ARTHUR LEE 1 

Richmond 29^ Oct? 80. 

My dear Brother, 

I am happy to hear of your safe arrival in Phila- 
delphia, & I hope to be made more happy by seeing 
you at Chantilly as soon as you have finished at Con- 
gress — As I suppose my sons are on their way home 
I shall say nothing of them. It is to be hoped that 
you will find in Congress now more justice, impar- 
tiality and patriotism than I left it possessed of — If 
you meet with sensible, patriotic, & candid minds in 
Congress, I have no doubt but that our affairs in 
Europe will be put into abler & more honest hands 
than some of them are at present. 

My fears are great indeed, least the sagacity of 
European observation should see, or think they see 
too much depravity and weakness in America, arguing 
from the manner in which our affairs beyond the 
water have been conducted, to merit an honorable 
connection with them — 

The last Assembly directed that our Delegates in- 
Congress should send here an exact account of all the 
monies heretofore received by any Delegates from this 
State to Congress jointly or severally from the Treas- 
ury of the United States vouched by sd. Treasurer, 
and also an account of the expenditure of all pub. 
money entrusted to the Delegation — These 

accounts have not been sent. Enquire of Colo. Bland 

1 Transcript. Virginia Historical Society, Leffingwell Collection. 
Addressed to him “in Philadelphia .’ 9 
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if he has seen this Resolve of the Assembly & per- 
haps he may be able to give a reason why this has not 
been complied with. 

It will be usefull to the public that these accounts 
be forwarded without delay, in the manner desired by 
the Assembly, . . 

Our state is at present invaded and some accounts 
say powerfully, but we have nothing authentic yet 
concerning the force or the designs of the enemy — I 
think that the best put together place their number 
about 3000 land Troops, besides the Marine force — 
the whole would be a tolerable good hall if a french 
fleet was to enter our Bay — Ten thousand Militia are 
ordered out, & the general alacrity with which all 
Classes turn out seems to denote that the enemy will 
not long remain here — We want arms and Tents. 
The Militia appear determined to heal their wounded — 
The defeat of Majr. Ferguson with 1000 & more 
men who are all killed wounded & prisoners, was 
effected under the conduct of a Virginia Militia Colo- 
nel with a mixture of North Carolina & Virginia 
Militia — This was really a well fought battle — the 
Militia were fewer in number than the enemy, and the 
latter strongly posted upon the top of King’s Moun- 
tain — The Assailants were divers times repulsed, but 
a brave perseverance at length gained them a complete 
victory. 

This and some other successes in the South have 
compelled Lord Cornwallis to depart with great pre r 
cipitation for Charles Town — 

He is hotly pursued, but it is feared he will escape 
as he was within 80 miles of Charles Town when we 
last heard of him — With the aid of a fleet, it will be 
no very difficult matter to rescue Charles Town from 
its present possessors before next spring — We are 

1 T wo sentences partly in cipher are here omitted. 
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very apprehensive that our brother 'William & his 
fam ily will be much distressed for want of remittances 
from his estate here but how to make such in the 
present state of things we do not know. I have Loan 
Office certificates of his for between 20 & 3° thousand 
pounds, which I am told will sell well in Philadelphia 
for bills of exchange — Some of these certificates draw 
sterling interest and most of them are of old dates — 
Enquire if you please whether bills that are good can 
be so purchased & if you think it proper the certifi- 
cates shall be sent to you for the purpose of remit- 
tance — 

What were our brother Williams views when you 
left France ? My compliments to Mr. Lovell & tell 
him that I shall thank him for the last published Vol. 
of the Journals of Congress if any has been published 
since the last that I have which ends with the year 

1777 — 

I have not heard either from Mr. S. Adams or Mr. 
Lovell for some time, altho I have often written to 
them both — perhaps my letters have miscarried — 
Ask them if you please — 

My friend M r . Adams seems to have forgot me 
quite. Love to my sister & the family — Farewell — 


TO THE [ODORIC] BLAND 1 

Richmond October 31?* 1780 

Dear Sir, 

When I propose to you a correspondence between 
us, I do not mean to interrupt your attention to more 

1 A. L. S. Maine Historical Society, Fogg Collection. Addressed, 
« Honorable The. Bland esquire / Member of Congress / at / Phil- 
adelphia/ * Endorsed, Hy Lee’s / Letter / Answered.” 

Bland was a member of Congress from Virginia from 1780 to 1783. 
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weighty matters — but it seems to me Sir that such a 
correspondence may eventually produce good to our 
common country. It is now sixteen days since our 
Assembly ought to have met, and yet to this day we 
have not members enough to make a house, altho the 
invasion of our country calls loudly for legislative aid. 
The enemy have been plundering in the neighborhood 
of Hampton and in Princess Anne & Norfolk coun- 
ties, they are at present as high as within 8 miles of 
Smithfield — A great spirit appears among the people 
of all ranks and much zeal to engage the enemy, but 
the extensiveness of the country and dispersion of the 
people occasions delay — I am sorry to say that neither 
the Artillery or small arms are in proper order, and 
will be the source of much hinderance. Gen Muhlen- 
berg with 1000 men is about 10 miles from the enemy — 
his party is constantly increasing, so that a battle or 
a retreat must quickly take place — We have an inter- 
cepted letter from Cornwallis to Clinton requesting 
that he would cause a post to be taken at Portsmouth 
with 2500 men to favor, as the former says cc his favor- 
ite project ” — Whatever may have been this “project” 
Col? Campbell with a few brave militia of N. Carolina 
& this State seems to have effectually defeated it by the 
destruction of Majf Ferguson & his party of about 1 100 
men — It appears that since the defeat of Ferguson 
Tarleton came with his Corps upon Campbell in order 
to release the prisoners he had made, but the former 
got drubbed and lost 70 of his men upon the spot — 
Col? Campbell is a member of our house, and is, I be- 
lieve, now in pursuit of Cornwallis who is, with great 
precipitation urging his way to Charles Town — an offi- 
cer of our Militia who was wounded in the battle of Gen 
Gates is just come here from Camden from him we learn 
that Cornwallis was marching down on this side the 
Wateree with Gen. Sumner attending him on the other 
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side, and Gen. Davison & Col? Davie with the horse 
pushing & greatly distressing his rear — Col? Marianne 
with the force that took George Town in his front 
Thus stands our intelligence from the South and from 
the enemy in this State — perhaps before the post goes 
out we may get further news, and if we do you shall 
have it. I shall thank you Sir for inclosing in that 
journal which contains the proceedings respecting Dr. 
Lee since his arrival at Philadelphia, and also the Table 
of depreciation published by Congress 
Novf 3. I have given you the accounts which have 
been brought here under the first date of this letter, 
but a gentleman who arrived here yesterday from N. 
Carolina makes it doubtful whether Cornwallis is not 
yet in the neighborhood of Cambden, so that we re- 
main in suspence until authentic information shall set 
us right. Our invading enemy has certainly retreated 
from Suffolk upon the approach of Gen. Muhlenberg 
and have retired to the fastnesses about Portsmouth 
after plundering the country indiscriminately — Be so 
kind as deliver the inclosed to D? Lee — I am dear Sir 
your most affectionate and obedient. 

No House yet, be [but] we expect one on Monday next. 


TO [SAMUEL ADAMS] 1 

Richmond November 10. 1780 

My dear Sir, 

I was yesterday made happy by your favor of 
the 30- current — I say made happy because every 
recognition of our friendship is extremely agreeable 
to me. I always imputed your silence to causes 
very different from an abatement of esteem, because I 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Samuel 
Adams Papers. 
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believe that friendship founded on virtue is not easily 
changed by time or place — I wish not to form many 
new connections with members of Congress, because I 
know few of them well enough to induce me to it. 
People who view us at a distance may suppose from 
mistakes and mis [s] tated causes that this State has much 
fallen from its original attachment to the American 
system, but, if you will except the general injury done 
to morality by the superabundance of money, I think 
there is no great cause for censure. The war being 
distant & money plenty had produced a vicious kind 
of apathy which the enemies invasion seems to have 
roused us from, as the spirit of resistance is very 
active — The militia collect in numbers, and with great 
alacrity — The men are good and in high spirits — but 
alass we want a sufficiency of Arms, of ammunition, 
tents blankets & other covering for a winters Cam- 
paign — The enemy have however retired from our 
advancing troops, and covered themselves with the 
most intricate defiles about Portsmouth, where water 
and morasses render a few secure against numbers 
unaided by marine force . The enemies water strength 
is one 44 a frigate & a Sloop of war — Our present 
land force aided by one ship of the line with our Con- 
tinental frigates in the Delaware could easily secure 
the enemies whole powers here — What pity is it that 
this stroke cannot be silently and rapidly struck ! Can 
it not be — Cannot our Ally furnish the Line of 
battle ship & we, (the Congress meaning) the frigates. 
Cannot this be done by silent & judicious concert? 
It deserves much consideration, because it is I think 
practicable, and because it would very assuredly ruin 
the enemies views upon the Southern States — We 
have intercepted letters from Leslie to Cornwallis 
which inform us that the former was taking post at 
Portsmouth where he waited for orders from the latter — 
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Since Col? Campbells defeat of Ferguson upon 
Kings mountain, we have reason to think that Corn- 
wallis finds his affairs in a very embarassed situation, 
which would be rendered much worse than that if what 
I have already suggested could take place — We have 
this day resolved to raise our quota of Continental 
troops for the war, and I assure you the difficulty of 
accomplishing it will be great, but the determination is 
to overcome every difficulty 1 — To this end a further 
emission of money is indispensable, but it will I trust 
be as guarded as possible — I am happy that D? Lee 
continues to meet your esteem, and I wish for the honor 
of Congress and the encouragement of virtue that he 
had not been treated as he has — I pray you Sir to 
remember me affectionately to M” Adams and if you 
correspond with Gen Whipple tell him that I hope to 
continue among the number of his friends — I am 
under many obligations to M? Lovell, and wish to be 
remembered to him — Farewell my dear friend. 


TO [GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON ?] 2 

Chantilly Jan. 7. 1781 

* * * I left Richmond on the 3 d Inst, in the After- 
noon & in the Evening I received a Letter from the 
Governour informing me, that Arnold with Six Ships, 7 
or 8 Brigs & 10 other Vessels, with from 1500 to 2000 
Men on Board was as high as Jamestown, & making 
Sail up James River. The Design of this Party is 
certainly to plunder & interrupt our Attention to the 
Southern War. Their Ships present them a sure Asy- 

1 The two preceding words are substituted for illegible words 
erased. 

2 Copy of an extract. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington* 
XLV. 40. 
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lum whenever we come upon them with a superior Force 
which in our dispersed Manner, is some Time collect- 
ing ; & then they sail to another River & so on keep- 
ing us in continual hot Water. Altho this pitiful Way 
of warring puts them not a Jot nearer to their Point of 
Conquest, yet it may interrupt, & thereby prevent their 
Ruin, in another Quarter. In their present State one 
Ship of the Line with a Frigate or two, coming into 
our Bay would be a Means of speedily & easily appre- 
hending the whole Band of Plunderers, remove our 
Embarassments & give free Course to our Southern 
Operations. The Ships that effected this Service 
might be gone away before the Enemy could get Notice 
& come with a superior Force by Sea. Besides I do not 
think they would venture much to relieve the Collec- 
tion now here. The Success of such a Plan would de- 
pend much on its Secrecy & Quickness. Cannot the 
Minister [ ? ] be consulted [ ? ] on this Point; & the 
French General & Admiral at Rhode Island thro 1 2 Gen. 
Washington. I am satisfied that the Sea Force men- 
tioned already would do the Business & go away before 
the Enemy could know that it was in Agitation. If 
you should think with me on this Subject I make no 
Doubt but that you will take instant Measures to en- 
force its Adoption with the Zeal that is necessary. * * * 


TO SAMUEL ADAMS 2 

Chantilly february 5th 1781. 

My Dear Friend 

Your favor of the 15 th post, was duly delivered to me, 
by my brother, who with my eldest son arrived safely 

1 The word looks something like “this.” 

2 From the text printed in Collections of the Massachusetts Histori- 
cal Society, Second Series, I. 186. 
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here a few days ago. The many just and excellent 
observations, with which your letter abounds, I shall 
reply to hereafter ; at present, my design is to be con- 
fined, chiefly, to the consideration of the cession, made 
to the United States, by this Commonwealth, at our 
last session of assembly, of all the country North- 
West of the river Ohio, which is contained within the 
charter limits of this country. The country. thus 
yielded, is greater in extent, than that which. remains to 
us, between the Ocean, and the Ohio, and in point of 
climate and soil, it is far preferable — the terms of ces- 
sion, so far as I can judge are perfectly reasonable. 
Notwithstanding this, there are powerful reasons, which 
I clearly see, will obstruct, if not defeat the acceptation 
of this cession by Congress. It will be a means of 
perfecting our Union, by closing the Confederation 
and thus our Independency will be secured in a great 
measure. It will bar the hopes, of some powerful 
confederated Land jobbers, who have long had in 
contemplation immense possessions in this ceded coun- 
try, under pretence of Indian purchases, and other 
plausible, but not solid titles. It is plain therefore, 

that personal interest, and political views Toryism, 

British interest, and Land-jobbing views, combine 
members without and within doors, to reject this prof- 
fered cession. — The modes and methods, which these 
artists pursue, are well understood, by the judicious, 
attentive friends to the Independence of these States — 
They pretend great friendship and concern for the 
Indepen [den] cy, the U nion , and Confederation of Amer- 
ica, but by circuitous means, attack and destroy those 
things, that are indispensible to those ends. Hitherto 
the avarice and ambition of Virginia, has prevented 
Confederation — Now when Virginia, has yielded half, 
and more than half her Charter Claim, the argument 
will be applied to the terms as improper, and for certain 
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purposes perhaps it may be said, that the quantity 
ceded is not enough — in short anything that can 
operate the delay and defeat of a measure, calculated 
to sever us completely from Great Britain, and to pre- 
clude the avaritious views of certain Land mongers, 
will be industriously pressed. But my dear friend, 
cannot virtue for once, be as active as vice — Can we 
not by effectual industry, contrive, to have a plan 
adopted, by which our great bond of Union may be 
secured — Let me observe here, that our assembly is 
luckily called again to meet, before our annual dissolu- 
tion, and if this great business can be considered and 
determined on by Congress, in season for us, so that 
we may know the result before the next meeting of 
assembly passes away, I think that it will greatly con- 
duce to the general good and happiness of the United 
States — after that, which the uniform friends of Amer- 
ica have already done, if they can be happy enough to 
complete this great bond of union, strength, confidence, 
and credit, the Confederation, they may reasonably be 
contented, with the fair prospect, that will then open 
upon them for future happiness and security. Our 
assembly is called by the Governor, to meet on the 
first of next month, and the Session will not be long. 

Mr. who drew the bill you mention is at present 

on a journey up the country, but you may be assured, 
that my exertions will be applied to get the bill imme- 
diately and honorably discharged. 

I am dear Sir most sincerely 

and affectionately yours. 

Honorable Samuel Adams, Esq. 

Member of Congress at Philadelphia. 
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TO [GENERAL DANIEL MORGAN] i 

Richmond March the 21. 1781 

Sir, 

It is with peculiar pleasure that I execute the order 
of the House of Delegates in transmitting to you their 
sense, and thro them, the sense that your country 
entertains of the many signal services performed by you 
in the various victories that you have obtained over the 
enemies of the United States, and more especially in the 
late well timed total defeat given to the British troops in 
South Carolina. I am directed to request of you Sir 
that you will convey to the brave Officers and Troops 
under your command in the action of the 17 th of 
January, 1 2 the sense entertained by the House of Dele- 
gates of their valor and great services upon that mem- 
orable occasion. 

Having thus discharged my duty to the House of 
Delegates, permit me to lament that the unfortunate 
state of your health should deprive the public of those 
eminent services in the field which you are so capable of 
performing, and let me hope that it will not be long 
before a return of health will restore you to the army 
and to your country. 

I have the honor to be with very great respect and 
esteem. Sir your most obedient and very humble servant. 

1 A. L. S. Lenox Library, Myers Collection. 

2 Battle of the Cowpens. 
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TO THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA i 

[THOMAS JEFFERSON] 

Williamsburg March 27, 1781. 

My dear Sir 

I have had an opportunity of conversing with the 
worthy Baron at this place, and he communicates to me 
a plan of joining his force with Gen. Greene, or so to 
cooperate with him as to render a junction of the 
British force with Cornwallis difficult if not impossible — 
The Barons plan appears to me to be one of those 
Master strokes which are productive of great effects, 
but which if neglected lay the train for 2 much future 
evil — When the Carthagenian General was all powerful 
before Rome the genius of Scipio caried him to Carth- 
age — Comparing small things with great, this plan 
may save Virginia, by a previous defeat, of Cornwallis — 
Besides, the Pennsyl? Line is coming on — the troops 
of the Marquis may also be so, and with these no great 
mischief can happen here whilst a great stroke may be 
stri[c]ken against the capital foe and the planner of all 
the southern evils which now distress us. I sincerely 
wish that the Barons plan may be approved — I wish 
you happy and I am most sincerely yours. 

1 A. L. S. Pennsylvania Historical Society, Dreer Collection, II. 
66. This letter was sent to Jefferson by the hand of Baron Steuben. 

2 Substituted for “of” erased. 
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TO SAMUEL ADAMS i 

[Circ. April I ? 1781.] 

My dear and much esteemed friend 

A great variety of engagements have prevented me 
from writing to you lately, and I presume that the 
same cause has deprived me of the pleasure of hearing 
from you. 

We neither of us mean to distress the other, or to 
interrupt attention to the public business. From the 
latter I have claimed some respite by withdrawing, for 
the present, from our Assembly — but I assure you 
that our hands are full upon this river with the fre- 
quent calls made upon our shores by the piratical ves- 
sels of the enemy. I am at present lamed by my horse 
falling with me in a late engagement we had with the 
enemy who landed under cover of a heavy cannonade 
from three vessels of war upon a small body of our 
militia well posted — After a small engagement we had 
the pleasure to see the enemy, tho superior in number, 
run to their boats and precipitately reembark having 
sustained a small loss of killed and wounded. It seems 
that Lord Cornwallis has finally reached Wilmington, 
after having smarted severely for his rash attempt — 
G. Greene says, “ if the Militia of N. Carolina had 
done half their duty the victory would have been com- 
plete ” meaning the termination of the battle of Guil- 
ford — Gen. Greene, like Scipio, has left Cornwallis in 
N. Carolina and pushed into S. Carolina — intending 
no doubt to compel the British general to relinquish 
his prospects this way, or find his southern conquests 
wrested from- him, if he does not return, to defend 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Samuel 
Adams Correspondence, 1780-1782. Addressed to him as "Mem- 
ber ofCongress/at/Philadelphia,” and sent by Arthur Lee. 
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them. It will be a misfortune if this worthy General 
is not well supported in his measures which are realy 
wise. He is certainly a Man of Talents. Hitherto 
the weight of the Southern war has fallen almost en- 
tirely upon Virginia — At present, with an Army of 
the enemy under Philips & Arnold pushing into our 
Country, and the hostile Vessels plundering along our 
extensive shores, being pierced by deep rivers in every 
part, we can execute but partially any law for recruit- 
ing the Army, and our Militia is constantly on foot, 
so that I fear the consequences resulting from neglected 
Agriculture. And to add to otlr misfortunes, we want 
arms, & ammunition. In this real state of things, an 
effectual marine aid from our Ally is indispensable, and 
much more assistance from the United States than has 
yet, so far as I know, been contemplated for the South 
— In perfect ease, the Northern States may have fur- 
nished their quotas of Troops to the Army, in which 
case I judge the number produced north of Pennsyl- 
vania will be near 16000 men exclusive of 5000 french 
Troops — Is it possible Sir that all these can be nec- 
essary in the North, when the enemy are making their 
last vigorous push in the South ? It should be con- 
sidered that Georgia & S. Carolina are not a help but 
an expence to us now, & that N. Carolina is rather an 
instrument in the hands of our enemies than of much 
utility to us. If I am not mistaken much in this way 
of reasoning, we should expect not only a marine aid 
from our Ally, but more assistance from Congress. If 
the enemy are baffled in their Southern prospects we 
may expect an honorable peace quickly after, for most 
assuredly this is the last hope of our wicked enemies. 

My brother D* Lee will pay the money that you 
kindly procured for M? W- Lee — it has been paid 
by M? Lees friend here in a manner that I hope will 
be satisfactory. I shall be ever happy to hear from 
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you, because I shall not whilst I continue to be, be 
other than my dear Sir your faithful friend and affec- 
tionate hble servl 


TO [THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA ?]* 

[thomas jefferson] 

Chantilly April 13 th 1781 

Dear Sir, 

Since I had the honor of writing to you by the 
Express that brot the "acts of assembly, one ship and 
a brig additional to the enemies force on the day of 
our rencontre with them, have joined and all proceeded 
together up to Alexandria — we have heared of their 
passing by the mouth of Occaquon — Being thus 
reenforced, it is not improbable, that in resentment 
for what happened here on the 9* instant they 
will attempt to do us injury as they return down the 
river — Upon this idea, the Officers opinions concur- 
ring with my own, I have sent this Express to solicit 
ammunition and flints, that we may not be found in- 
capable of making defence. The powder and lead 
that you were pleased to give me an order for in 
January last, being so far exhausted, that we have not 
two cartridges a man left, and no flints that are good 
for any thing. I am informed that there are two or 
three barrels of powder for sale in this neighborhood 
which have lately arrived, if your Excellency will 
authorize me to purchase and draw>upon government 
for what shall be necessary, you may be assured that 
the trust shall be executed with discretion. And after 
this, we shall want lead and Cartridge paper, with 
which, some of our soldiers can form the cartridges. 

1 A. L. S. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Dreer Collection, III. 
No. 57. 
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I expect that the Bearer will be provided with the 
means of bringing some flints and cartridge paper from 
Richmond, or flints with ready made cartridges, which 
latter will suit us well if the attack should come quickly 
upon us. By the number of Vessels that are now 
here, and by the concurring accounts of deserters and 
of our own people who have come from the enemy, 
it appears that Potomac river will be much the scene 
of their predatory war this summer. Rob? Carter esqf 
late of the council has had 25 negroes taken off a few 
nights ago from a quarter close by the river side, and 
from Ceder point Warehouse in Maryland they have 
lately taken a considerable quantity of Tobacco in 
open day, besides burning a house or two, and plunder- 
ing largely. If you have any late news from the south 
I shall be very thankful for it, as well as for your order- 
ing this Express to be paid what is usual — the distance 
74 miles, and two ferries, himself & his horse — the 
same returning. In our late brush with the enemy 
we saw opportunities of doing excellent service with 
a light piece of cannon or two — even a swivel might 
have conveyed much injury to the enemy — We have 
a swivel, but we want ball, grape shot, & powder — 
An order for some of these on Fredericksburg will 
avail us much. I find that M r Parker has transmitted 
to M? Webb an accepted order on Congress to be 
applied in purchasing some Tob? for the relief of his 
captive Sons in Charles Town — they are very worthy 
Officers, and government will of course benefit valuable 
citizens if this order can be so used as to execute the 
fathers intentions. The inclosed advertisem? seems to 
be of a public nature — if your Excellency should be 
of that opinion you will order the printer to publish it 
in the Virginia Gazette — 

I have the honor to be Sir your most obedient and 
very humble Servant. 
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TO THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA 1 
[thomas jefferson] 

g rR [May io, 1781.] 

A letter from Gen. Weedon of the 10- instant giv- 
ing us reason to expect the enemies army presently in 
this quarter, has been the subject of consideration in a 
council of our Militia Officers, and it has called our 
attention closely to the singularity of our situation, 
which exposes us an easy prey to such a force as lately 
visited James river. — This has produced the in- 
closed determination, which I have now the honor to 
inclose your Excellency by order of the Council. We 
pray your attention to it, as thereby a tract of country 
an hundred miles in length and abounding with Slaves, 
Stocks, and much Tob- both public & private may be 
saved from the hand of ravage and destruction. I [f] 
you will please to cast your eye upon the Map you 
will see how easy a matter it is for those who com- 
mand the Water, with 2000 Men to sweep expedi- 
tiously from Fredericksburg to Fleets Bay, whilst the 
people inclosed on this ground are in a manner cut 6 ff 
from the assistance of their friends and not even pos- 
sessing the means of escaping from a superior Enemy. 
— The Militia appear willing to defend themselves, 
but the means are wanting, as is truly stated in the in- 
closed paper. So long only as there is just cause to ap- 
prehend the hostile visit do we wish for the residence 
of a Genl Offi- and a few regular Troops as a body to 
Countenance and for the Militia to resort to. — By the 
advice of Gen! Weedon we are forming a Body of 

1 L. S. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Dreer Collection, II. 67. 
The signature, place and date, postscript and signature, and super- 
scription are in Lee’s autograph. Addressed to him “ at/Richmond.” 
Endorsed, “May* io, 8 1 /From R. H. Lee Esquire respec/ting the 
enemy’ s/visiting us according/to Genf Weedons Letter.” 
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Horse, & expect to collect about 50 in this Country — 
We wish to know if they may expect to be found for- 
age by the public for their horses in case of actual ser- 
vice, and whether the specific provision may not be used 
by the Militia — when in such service — I lately wrote 
to your Excellency informing you that I had purchased 
some powder for the use of the Militia of this county 
agreeable to your desire — it is by no means a suffi- 
cient quantity, and as yet I have been able to get but 
little Lead — Soon I hope to purchase some more of 
this latter Article — I requested that you would be 
pleased to send me some blank Militia Commissions 
for Officers of different ranks, I have again to repeat 
that request. — In the Year 1775 ^ was appointed 
Lieutenant of this County being the oldest Colonel 
after the death of my late Brother Col- Phil. Lud. 
Lee. By the frequent moving of my Papers to get 
out of the way of the Enemy whilst I was at Congress 
my commission has been mislaid, and as occasion for 
taking the field seems to be approaching, when a Com- 
mission may be necessary in case of falling into the 
enemies hands, I beg the favor of you to send me one 
— There may possibly be some difficulty about the 
date, which being of the present time might expose me 
to be commanded by some very weak brother of late 
creation — What can with propriety be done on this 
occasion I am sure you will do — I should suppose 
that there would be no incongruity in this case, if it 
bore date from the first of your administration which 
will be long after I was actually in the Office — This I 
leave to you with pleasure, the principal consideration 
being a Commission in case of coming under the power 
of the Enemy. 

I am with great respect and esteem, Sir, Your Ex- 
cellency’s most Obedient Servant. 

Chantilly May 10, 1781 
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P.S. May not Gen. Spotswood be sent to these 
lower parts of the Northern Neck so long as there is 
cause to apprehend the enemies army coming to 
Potomac ? 


TO ARTHUR LEE » 

Epping Forrest May 13. 1781 

My dear Brother, 

You may observe by the place from whence I write- 
that Chantilly is no longer our place of residence. Since 
you left us we have been taught to expect, and we have 
been vigorously preparing to receive properly on 
Potomac the hostile visit that has lately done so much 
damage upon James river. It seems more than probable 
that the enemy intended here after they had burnt most 
of the great Warehouses on James river, because they 
had descended as low as J ames T own, where meeting with 
despatch vessels from below they returned with great 
quickness up to Hoods, landed, and proceeded South- 
ward — the Marquis crossed James river and pursuing 
them, they have turned about and have again approached 
James river, that of Appomatox being between them 
& the Marquis who cannot cross the latter river without 
putting it in the power of the enemy to push up James 
river & destroy Richmond before he could recross Ap- 
pomatox and arrive to prevent them — this is the cruel 
mischief that attends our want of marine force — with a 
tenth of our land power they can baffle and injure us 
most essentially having the command of the water — 
At this moment, if their water force in James river was 
put into our hands, their Army would be so likewise in 

2 A. L> S. Boston Public Library, Chamberlain Collection, E 9. 
16. Addressed to him at Philadelphia. 
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a few days — We understand that Cornwallis is at 
Hallifax in N. Carolina looking this way — that Gen. 
Green has given a capital defeat to Lord Rodden near 
Cambden, and that our affairs in the South wear a good 
aspect — Can we not get a fleet to come here, it will 
produce most salutary consequences. — 

Have Congress seen the very artful and dangerous 
proclamation lately published by Arbuthnot & Clinton. 
It is published at N. York the 27 th ofdecemberand is now 
most diligently circulating in the Southern States, whilst 
we have no Press & no means of counteracting its malig- 
nity — Surely Congress will publish such an answer as it 
easily admits of and cause a sufficiency of Hand bills to 
be printed for dispersion, especially in these southern 
parts where a want of Presses renders us in a great meas- 
ure a prey to such artifices as this proclamation — I 
think that no time is to be lost in doing this — I en- 
close you now an accurate list of my Tickets in the 4 th 
class of the Cont 1 Lottery — I find that there is one 
Ticket more than I had in the third Class and of a 
number different from any that I had in that Class. It 
was among the number of those Tickets that my most 
worthy friend D r Shippen the elder sent me when you 
came to Virginia — the number is 13*687 and it may 
be one of his own Tickets sent me by mistake — Speak 
to him on the subject & let him know that the Ticket 
is here with me. — Be so kind as inform me of the fate 
of my Tickets, and get for me the pamphlet commonly 
published by the Managers after every Lottery shewing 
the fate of all Tickets — Pray bestir yourself, get us a 
french fleet here, and a good answer to this insidious 
proclamation — 

God bless you and make you as happy as I wish 
you to be — Our love to fourth Street & my respects to 
my old Whig friends in Congress. 

Unalterably yours. 
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I hope Mf Izard is well recovered from his illness — 
it will make me happy to know it 1 


1 The following is appended to the Ms. as a sort of postscript : 
f ‘ List of the French fleet / at Martinique the I st May / 1781./ 
Citoyen 74 De Thy / Glorieux 74 Des Cars / Languedoc 80 Baron 
D’Aros / Souverain 74 De Glandevez / Diademe 74 De Montecler / 
Auguste 80 De Bougainville. 

Blue 

€€ Marseilles 74 De Castellane / Vaillant 64 De Marigny / Bourgogne 
74 De Charitte / Cesar 74 D Espinouse / Hercule 74 De Turpin/ 
Pluton 80 D’Albert/St. Esprit 80 De Chabert / Victoire 74 St. 
Hippolite / Solitaire 64 De Cice Champion / Reflechi 64 De Boades / 
Caton 64 De Frammond. 

Frigates 

Ci Medee 36 de Bouquet / Diligent 32 de Mortimert / Aigrette 32 
de Traverse. 

Cutters 

“ L’Alerte Chabonne / Pandour De Grasse. 

Flutes 

“ Minotaur 74 / Union 64 / Fier 64 / LTndien 64 each. 

€t Experiment 50 Martilli. 

Frigates 

“ Indiscrete / Sensible / Dedaigneuse / Eagle 1 8 Sloop of War 

May 1 

c< At Fort Royal /Le Zele 74 Preville/Le Scipion 74 Claveille / 
Northumb d 74 Brigueville / Ville de Paris 100 St. Cesaire, de Gras / 
Sceptre 74 Vaudreuil / L* Hector 74 D’ Alains / Magnan 11 ?* 5 74 Le 
Begue. 

cc Mem dm Gen. Knox told / me that on trying the / Gun Barrels sent 
from / France for the public, / 90 in an 100 burst. / These were the 
Maga / Zine for w ch Mf / Deane paid 200,000 /livres & were sent / 
over by Mf Williams / after a great expense / in fitting them up. /" 

On the reverse of the Ms. are the following notes : “ A Hint to 
those intrusted with Supreme Power. 

Julius Caesar being desirous of engaging the chief Cities of Gaul in 
alliance with the roman People, to assist him in his enterprise upon 
Britain & for that purpose a Convention being to be held, he sent Cotta 
to the Supreme Council of the principal Nation to propose to them that 
Certain Persons whom he named & who he knew would be directed by 

226 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 

TO GENERAL [GEORGE WEEDON] 1 

June 2 the if, 1 1781 

Dear General 

Your favor of yesterday is this moment delivered to 
me and I will transmit the original to the next County 
Lieutenant to be read & forwarded — I judge that the 
4* of the Militia of these 4 lower counties will not 
exceed 420 men — With you I think that Westmore- 
land Court house will be the most centrical for the 
double purpose of looking to the lower parts and also 
being ready to march upwards for the assistance of 
your neighborhood — I shall therefore propose that 
for the place of rendezvous for the draughted militia 
of these 4 lower counties in. my letter accompanying 
yours to the lower Officers, there is no one County 
that will send more than a Majors command, and yet 
when assembled they will be enough for that of a 
Colonel, and too much for the abilities of our Militia 
Majors — I wish we had been so much attended to as 

him should be appointed their Ambassadors at the Convention. To 
this request the Supreme Council returned the following Answer. 

“ Libenter se facturos quod vellet Caesar. Eum autem obsecrabant ut 
primo exemplum afferret ubi unus inter Socios pro altero Legatos ele- 
gerat. Quippe quod prima facie indignum id suprema potestate conce- 
dendum et servitus speciem videretur. Responsuros se esse suis, et 
cavendum esset ne res inusitata et indigna suspectos se apud suos redde- 
ret et in vitae discrimen duceret. 

« They would willingly do what Caesar wisht. But they besought 
him to furnish them first with an example in which one Ally had 
named the Ambassadors of another. Since this appeard unworthy of 
an independent Power to allow & lookt like Slavery. That they were 
answerable to their Constituents for their conduct & must take care 
least a proceeding unexampled & disgraceful shoud render them sus- 
pected & endanger their lives.’ , 

1 A. L. S. American Philosophical Society, Weedon Papers, No. 

97 - 

2 Written over “ May.” 
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to have had a proper Commander sent to remain in 
those lower counties so long as the war ragecj. in these 
parts — I had heared of the detatchment st*nt down 
James river and concluded that it was designed for 
Potomac, but it being many days since & the fleet not 
appearing in Potomac yesterday, or to day that t\have 
heared, I was willing to hope that they were forced 
southward by the successes of Gen. Green there joineid 
to the apprehension of a french fleet, the slow advance 
of Cornwallis, or as we have been informed, his point- 
ing towards Charlottsville, seemed to denote that he 
would not advance to the northern pa[r]ts of Virginia — 
’Tis most clear that a few days will determine it, 
because it is certain that Cornwallis will not come 
north without having his ships in Potomac — This 
may be all otherwise when events come to be disclosed, 
however so it appears at present. We are in this 
county much better off for ammunition than any of 
our neighbors, and we have not ten rounds a man for 
our Militia — I dare say the people w? be very glad 
to get their property in a secure retreat, but where 
that will be if the enemy land in force in these lower 
parts I am sure I do not know — We have no 
Artillery, little ammunition, and as yet no Cavalry — 
And not an Officer of experience among us. Yet we 
must do the best — It seems pretty certain that a fleet 
for N. America sailed from Brest on the 2t s * of 
March, so that we may expect aid from that quarter 
daily — Surely Gen. Wayne will be joined to the 
Marquis in a day or two, when I hope they will be 
able to make head against the enemy since they have 
divided their force — I am dear Sir sincerely. 
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TO GENERAL [GEORGE] WEED ON * 

June 2 4 1781. 9 °Clock Saturday 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of yesterday by Express, 
and shall immediately call our whole Militia together 
and draw out one half of the armed men — I suppose 
they may amount to 200 or 250 men — Your letter shall 
instantly be transmitted to the Lieutenant of Richmond 
to be forwarded — I am not yet determined on the 
place of rendezvous, but I think at present that our 
first Station will be Prices ordinary or K. George Court 
house — however, I shall direct the Officer command- 
ing detatch! to inform you of the place where he is fixed 
at first — Plunder & revenge now direct the councils 
and conduct of our enemies as you justly observed. 

I have the honor to be Sir your most obedient 
Servant. 


TO ARTHUR LEE 1 2 

Epping forest, June 4 th 1781 

My dear Brother, 

Having just written largely to Mr. Izard and in- 
closed him my last letters & Intelligence from the 
Marquis Fayette I refer you to him for an accurate 
knowledge of our present state — The enemy are 
within 30 miles of Fredericksb? & our army a little 
above them on their left flank but too weak to ap- 
proach — No news of the Pennsylv? Line. We shall 

1 A. L. S. American Philosophical Society, Weedon Papers, 
No. 98. Addressed, “Honorable General Weedon / at / Fredericks- 
burg //by Express.’ ’ 

2 Transcript. Virginia Historical Society, Leffingwell Collection. 
Addressed to him “ in/Philadelphia ” and sent by Colonel Loyeaute. 
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receive all the injury possible before aid is sent to 
us _ What will become of these lower parts heaven 
knows — AVe and our property here are now within the 
power of the enemy — Greater objects may perhaps, 
carry them upwards, but our situation is a very dis- 
agreeable one — We just hear that 17 00 men have 
landed in Gloucester county — some of the last arrived 
reinforcement I suppose, as the chief part of that at 
Portsmouth — The enemies design seems to be by 
great distress and much delusion to bring over the 
minds of the people — it must be confessed that they 
have the fairest opportunity, for we have no press in 
the country, we have received next to no assistance 
from our Sister States or from our Ally, whilst our 
vetran regulars have been all sacrificed in the common 
cause, and a considerable part of our force, being the 
greatest part of Gen. Green’s strength, now in S. 
Carolina — 

The people feel their pressures, find themselves 
abandoned, and they are exposed to the infinite acts 
& fraud of our enemies and of our internal Tories — 
The consequences may be very unpleasing to sound 
& sensible Whiggism. Shew this to Col? Bland & it 
will surely rouse him to exert all his powers in Con- 
gress to procure us assistance & that which may be 
effectual — The enemy affect to leave harmless the 
poor & they take everything from those they call 
the rich — Tis said that 2 or 3000 negroes march in 
their train, that every kind of Stock which they cannot 
remove they destroy — eating up the green wheat & 
by destroying of the fences, expose to destruction the 
other growing grains — they have burnt a great number 
of Warehouses full of Tob? and they are now pressing 
on to the large ones on Rappahanock & Potomac 
rivers and the valuable iron works in our northern 
parts. — 
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The fine horses on James river have furnished them 
with a numerous and powerful Cavalry — ’tis said to 
consist of 800 — I hope that these afflictions are in- 
tended to do away some of our overcharge of wicked- 
ness, and that we shall be relieved in due season — 
Cornwallis is the Scourge — & a severe one he is — ■ 
The doings of more than a year in the South are un- 
doing very fast, whilst they rush to throw ruin into 
other parts. 

I have got your keys from Richmond — Half of 
our Militia is this day to be drafted for the Marquis, 
but how to get at him I know not, as the enemy are 
between us and him — 

Affectionately and Sincerely yours 

farewell — 

P.S. 

If you should get Ml Parker’s money he is willing 
that you should apply a part of it to getting Miss 
x Matildas things — My Bark is almost gone & then — 
I shall go too — 


TO GENERAL [GEORGE WEEDONp 

June 7* 1781. 

Dear General 

Immediately on receipt of your letter last Saturday I 
dispatched messengers to call our militia together on 
monday last — and your letter was forwarded to the 
Officers of the lower counties. Our militia met last 
monday, & were drafted to the number of 259 rank, 
and file — 96 march’d this morning from our court 

1 A. L. American Philosophical Society, Weedon Papers, No. 
no. The handwriting, particularly after the first eight lines of the 
manuscript, evidences great haste and perturbation, some words being 
almost illegible, but the letter seems to be in Lee’s autograph. 
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house for prices ordinary where I expect they will be 
join’d by as many more as will amount in the whole 
to 200 well arm’d men at least — they will march 
forward to join you at Falmouth under the command 
of Col. A John Wash? Richmond has drafted 120 
men — diffidences must be expected, they march to- 
morrow. It is report only that tells us the Northum- 
berland, & lancaster Militias are in motion, but we do 
not know their numbers. I do conclude upon the 
whole you may expect 500 men from the 4 lower 
County’s. & I hope they will be well arm’d, & pro- 
vided. 

Capt. Sael agreed with me in opinion, that it was 
better for our men to proceed to y* Camp, as they 
amountd either fully, or very near to a Batt* than to 
wait for the uncertain numbers of the lower Countys. 
We understand that the Enemy have taken a strong 
post on Gwin’s [?] Is* & that they are very active 
in taking off Rappahanock Pilots especially, but that 
they allso take away all the other Inhabitants they can 
seize on. What they mean by the last I cannot tell. 
The Pilots denote a push up Rappahanock. I sup- 
pose to burn the wharehouses that are approachable, 
this moment a messenger arriv’d t[o] inform me, that 
a Ship & two small Yessells were at the mouth of 
Nominy in Powtomac. with the same views I sup- 
pose, as I have conjectured they mean to pursue in 
Rappah n ? k burning, and plundering, we could but 
barely prevent this when all together, but how it will 
be now, when we have detatch’t so many of our men 
& many of our best Officers, time must tell. I appre- 
hend we shall be a good deal distres’t. I hope that 
the encreas’t force of the Marquis will enable him to 
expell the Enemy without much risk. Coll. Wa[sh]- 
ington is to be here this Evening. & I shall deliver 
him your letter by Cap. Sael. (?) 
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TO [GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON] 1 

Chantilly June 12. 1781 

My dear Sir, 

Altho our correspondence has been long interrupted 
I hope that our friendship never will, notwithstanding 
the arts of wicked men who have endeavored to create 
discord and dissention among the friends of America. 
For myself, having little but my good wishes to send 
you, it was not worth while to take up your attention 
a moment with them. The contents of this letter will 
I am sure require no apology, because you always ap- 
prove that zeal which is employed in the public service, 
and has for its object the public good. The present 
state of our country Sir is such as to demand the most 
immediate and most effectual interposition to prevent 
the numerous resources of Virginia from becoming 
means in the hands of our enemies for subduing the 
liberties of North America. 

For tho the efforts of this State have been not quite 
so strong as its abilities warranted, yet when it shall be 
placed under the sword of a Conqueror, such resources 
will be found, and such powers drawn from it, as will 
put the liberties of North America in eminent peril. 

My following opinion is not founded upon vain 
apprehensions, but upon good materials and attentive 
observation. Virginia it is true has nine times the 
number of men that now threaten its ruin, but they 
are dispersed, unarmed, without system, government, 
and very little probability at present of the Legislature 
assembling. The enemies army is in the heart of the 
country, employing with exquisite industry every engine 
that force and fraud can move to effect a conquest of 
the whole or far greater part immediately. I think Sir 
that they will succeed if adequate prevention be not 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, L. 66. 
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presently applied. "When the enemies army began to 
move after the junction of their troops, in force much 
superior to the Marquis, the Assembly adjourned to 
Charlottesville, where they were never able to collect 
members sufficient to form the Legislature before they 
were dispersed by 500 of the enemies light horse with 
as many light infantry mounted behind as we learn 
from some of the flying delegates. The Governor had 
resigned his office, but no successor had been appointed, 
and Mr Digges the Lieut. Governor it seems has been 
made a prisoner and released upon parole, whilst there 
is in the present state of things 1 little chance for a meet- 
ing of the Assembly to apply the feeble remedy which 
their choice of a Governor would amount to. 

Thus, we remain without government at a time when 
the most wise and most vigorous administration of 
public affairs can alone save us from the ruin deter- 
mined for us by the enemy. I have taken the liberty 
of communicating my thoughts on this subject to M* 
Lovell in a letter, copy of which I have now the honor 
to inclose you, together with a letter from your brother 
who agrees perfectly with me in sentiment, and I verily 
believe there is not a good citizen or friend to the 
liberty of America in this state who does not wish that 
the plan proposed may be immediately adopted. I 
have written in the same manner to Col? Bland and 
M? Jones our delegates in Congress, It would be a 
thing for angels to weep over, if the goodly fabric of 
human freedom which you have so well labored to 
rear, should in one unlucky moment be levelled with 
the dust. There is nothing I think more certain than 
that your personal call would bring into immediate 
exertion the force and the resource of this State and its 
neighboring ones, which directed as it would be will 

J-The words “in the present state of things 99 are inserted above 
the line. 
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effectually disappoint and baffle the deep laid schemes 
of the enemy. By seizing the fine horses on James 
river they have mounted a gallant and most mischievous 
Cavalry of 5 or 600 in number. We have plenty of 
horses left to be sure, but we are deficient in proper 
accoutrements, tho I understand that the Marquis is 
endeavoring to mount a thousand men as quickly as 
possible to controul the boundless ravage of the 
enemies horse. Some of the dispersed delegates re- 
port it as extremely probable that our collected Stores 
in the north fork of James river have fallen into the 
enemies hands, as their cavalry were a little above, and 
the main body of their army not far below directing its 
course to the north fork, which was guarded only by 7 
or 800 new levies under Baron Steuben 

Our country is truly Sir in a deplorable way, and if 
relief comes not from you it will probably come not 
at all — I have heard it reported in this country that 
Gen. Wayne dislikes being commanded by the Mar- 
quis — if this should be unhappily true, the conse- 
quences will be obvious to you. 

I have the honor to be with sentiments of the most 
perfect esteem dear Sir your most affectionate friend 
and most obedient Servant. 


TO QAMES LOVELL]i 

Chantilly June 12^ 1781 

My dear Sir, 

After acknowledging the receipt of your favor of 
May 29~ h last I beg you to accept my thanks for it — 
It is now a long time since I have been of opinion that 
our plan of secrecy in Congress was productive of con- 

1 Ms. copy. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, L. 68. 
Enclosed in the foregoing letter to Washington. 
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sequences fatal to the American Cause and fertile of 
good to its enemies only — For whilst good men obey* 
the injunction of secrecy, bad ones communicate with- 
out reserve such intelligence to our enemies as benefit 
them whilst the friends of America by being kept in 
the dark are exposed to ruin eer they are aware of dan- 
ger — I have not been able to explain your enigmat- 
ical Letter by any communications that our delegates 
have made so far as their informations have reachd 
me. My mind is therefore perplexd with an infinity 
of doubts without having any certain clue to guide me 
thro’ the Labarynth — I have not seen the Gazette you 
mention & therefore want my “ pole ” — but it is impos- 
sible for a person so attentive as I have always been not 
to know that the final & fierce designs of our Enemy’s 
are levelled at us, and thro’ us, I apprehend at the lib- 
erties of North America — for however feeble the re- 
sources of this Country may have been under republi- 
can Government, if once it is placed under the Sword 
of a Conqueror such efforts and such resources will 
appear as to put the liberties of the rest in very eminent 
peril. I love liberty and wish that the whole human 
race enjoy’d it ; and I have a peculiar affection for that 
of the eastern part of this Union. Let me entreat you 
therefore Sir, & your worthy Associates from the east, 
not to slumber a moment over our present actual State ; 
dicision, dispatch, and much wisdom are indespensably 
necessary, or I verily believe we shall soon be lost to 
ourselves and to you. I do not write under any influ- 
ences of vain apprehensions, but from the cool, consid- 
erate dictates of judgment, founded upon good materials. 
A very great majority of the people of this Country 
are good whigs & very determined to maintain their 
independence, and being so, how they came into their 
present state of thraldom is beside my present purpose 
to enquire. Like good physicians the Congress will 
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consider that the inordinacy of the symptom must be 
subdued, before application can with safety be made to 
the cause. The fact is, the enemy by a quick collec- 
tion of their force, & by rapid movements, are now in 
the center of Virginia with an army of regular infantry 
greater than that of the compounded regulars and mili- 
tia commanded by the Marquis & with 5 or 600 excel- 
lent cavalry — that our new assembly has from various 
causes not yet convend — that before the Legislature 
had fully assembled at Charlottesville in the very heart 
of our Country they were dispersd by the british Cav- 
alry 500 in number with as many mounted infantry — 
that Governor Jefferson having resignd, and no suc- 
cessor appointed, and the next to him in authority 
Digges having been made prisoner, this Country is, in 
the moment of its greatest danger without government, 
abandond to the Arts & the Arms of the Enemy, both 
which are push’d with the greatest zeal & clearly see 
that in this State of things that wanting a rudder in the 
storm, the good Ship must inevitably be cast away — 
Congress alone can furnish the preventive — The tem- 
per of the people here, and a thousand other consider- 
ations point to the remedy — Let Gen. Washington be 
immediately sent to Virginia, with 1 or 3000 good 
Troops — Let Congress as the head of the Federal 
union, in this crisis, direct that until the Legislature 
can convene and a Governor be appointed, the Gen- 
eral be possessed of Dictatorial powers, and that it be 
strongly recommended to the Assembly when conven’d 
to continue those powers for 6. 8 or 10 months as the 
case may be. And the General may be desired instantly 
on his arrival in Virginia to summon the members of 
both houses to meet where he shall appoint to organize 
and resettle their Government — You may be assured 
Sir, that if this is quickly done, and Arms & Amunition 
forwarded that the Enemies possessions in the South 
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will be very fe w, and the prospects they may propose to 
themselves from a Truce thus renderd abortiv e. Whilst 
this system is pushed, it will be of great consequence 
to press hard for a superior marine force to coyer these 
Southern waters — I well know your philanthropy, and 
I am sure that you will exert every power you possess 
to prevent the immediate ruin of this State an>d of 
course the danger that will ensue to the rest — Let riie 
friends to the South, and the eastern wise Men be? 
assembled, and consider of this plan — let it be pro- 
posd and pushd into immediate execution in Congress — 
The time is short, the danger presses, and commen- 
surate remedies are indispensable. The influence, th(2 
judgment, & the experience of General Washington 
will command infinite exertions here — but then hie 
ought to be well supported with all that Congress ca n 
do. We have some reason to fear that our collected 
stores in the North forke of James River under pro- 
tection of Baron Stuben with 7 or 800 Men new levied 
have been seised and destroyed by a superior force of 
the enemy — You advise me to use all my f Oratory * — 
I have exerted every influence to secure my Coun- 
try, and those among whom I live are sufficiently Zeal- 
ous, but the people of this Country are dispersed over 
a great extent of Land and unhappily we have no 
press in the State, as we hear that the last remaining 
one has been destroyed near Charlottesville — God 
bless you — Let other business sleep until this is put 
in a full and fair way. 

Sincerely and affectionately yours. — 
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TO GENERAL [GEORGE WEED ON] i 

My dear General J une 2 5 - l 7 Sl 

Agreeable to your call the one half of our militia are 
ordered to march tomorrow, amounting to 259 men 
rank & file, better armed and supplied in other respects 
than is usual with militia — the Officers in general are 
good, and assure me that they will remember the honor 
of Westmoreland and the good of their country — This 
will be delivered to you by M! John Monroe of this 
county — the young gentleman had the honor of a 
command in one of our minute corps at the beginning 
of the war, and deserves a much better situation than 
that of a private centinal — I know your disposition 
to befriend merit, nor. do I doubt your friendly inclina- 
tion to oblige me, and I assure you that I shall be 
singularly obliged by your kind attention to Mf Mon- 
roe — he wishes to serve his country, and in a way 
more suitable to his past command than that of a rank 
& file man — I am sure that if you can contrive it, you 
will, in such a manner that he may be put to Service 
in a way more worthy of him — And that for this pur- 
pose he will have your own good will and that of your 
friends in the army — I have the honor to be my dear 
General your friend & obedient Servant. 

TO DR. THOMAS THOMPSON 2 
g IR June 30*1781 

His excellency the Gov! having received information 
that a number of men have deserted from the Army 

1 A. L. S. American Philosophical Society, Weedon Papers, No. 
139. Endorsed with an erroneous date Westmoreland 5 June,” 
For Weedon’ s reliance on Lee, see Weedon’ s letter in R. H. Lee, 
Memoirs of Richard Henry Lee , II. 205. 

2 Ms. copy. Virginia Historical Society, Lee Transcripts. Thomp- 
son was keeper of Nominy Ferry, and this letter was written to him in 
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and Navy of his most Christian Majesty in America, 
whom the Commanding Officers are very anxious to 
have apprehended ; and his Excellency having charged 
me to give orders at the several Ferry’s in this County, 
that all foreigners offering to cross at them having the 
appearance of soldiers or seamen, shall be examined 
with great strictness, and if there be good reason to 
believe them to be deserters that they be stopped 
and secured, You are hereby directed to observe a 
conduct conformable to the Governor’s orders in the 
premises at your Ferry, and to cause persons of the 
above description to be secured and delivered to the offi- 
cer of the Guard upon the Canoes at Nominy Ferry, 
who is hereby commanded to receive all such into his safe 
keeping under a military guard, untill he shall inform 
me thereof, or the Commanding Officer of the County, 
and receive farther Orders concerning such prisoners. 

I am Sir your very humble servant. 

TO GENERAL [GEORGE WEEDON] i 

My DEAR General Chantilly July i - .78 1 

By a letter that accompanies this you will see that I 
had written to you with design that my letter should 
go by Col® Nelson, but the Colonel had left Leeds 
before the letter reached there — I am now to ac- 
knowledge & to thank you for your last favor — Our 
lookouts are directed to be vigilant and give immediate 
notice of the appearance of a hostile fleet, which in- 
telligence shall quickly be conveyed to you after it 
comes here — I shall this day write to Col® Gaskins 2 

pursuance of an order of Governor Jefferson to Lee as County Lieutenant 
of Westmoreland, sent May 29, 1781. Lee signs as “ C. L. W.” 

1 A. L. S. American Philosophical Society, Weedon Papers, No. 147. 

2 The reading of this word is uncertain. 
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requesting that Lookouts may be placed on the Bay 
shore and notice given — this precaution seems now 
the more necessary, as well as a diligent preparation on 
our part, from the present situation of the enemy — 
The inclosed letter from the Marquis will shew you 
how things were three days ago — I judge that when 
the enemy can no longer make head in the field against 
our army, that they will retire to some stronghold from 
whence strong detachments will be Water borne to 
harrass, distress, and ruin the Country as much as 
possible — this is in perfect coincidence with the vile 
accrimonious enmity they bear us. And renders it 
necessary I think that we should be armed at all points. 
I wish that Lord Cornwallis may have many more and 
more powerful similar reasons for a vehemence of ex- 
pression — We are told here that M? Jenifer of Con- 
gress has written to his brother that N. York is 
certainly evacuated by the enemy, their cannon spiked 
&c. — is this true — if it is, either the Southern war 
is to be pushed at all hazards and with their whole 
force, or else they mean to quit the 13 States — the 
last is hardly a supposable case when we consider the 
Bull dog nature of our enemies. I have no gun- 
powder & our people scantily provided with car- 
tridges — they waste them immoderately — I furnished 
10 rounds a piece to those men lately drafted & they 
did not return three of them — Can I have powder, 
and Cartridge paper With a few good arms ? It is 
unfortunate that our Counties have not a Field piece 
or two — If you have an Express going in a day or 
two to Philadelphia be pleased to send the inclosed by 
him, but if no Express goes so soon, be kind enough 
to send the letter by the next post. 

I have the honor to be yours sincerely. 

Have you any views ? 

Chantilly, July. 
vol. n — R 


241 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 


TO WILLIAM LEE 1 

Virginia July 15* 1781 

My dear B. 

Your letters of July & August 1780 & feb? 81 are 
but just come to hand, the two former near a year after 
date — It is this length of time before letters arrive, 
the uncertainty of their arriving, and the few oppor- 
tunities that occur here which discourages writing, or 
you sh d ‘ certainly have heard from me as often as you 
would choose. I thought it necessary that you should 
know as soon as possible in what manner you have 
been affected by the military operations of the enemy 
in this State wf 1 you will see by the enclosed account 
from Valentine your present Stewart who succeeded 
upon the death of Ellis — All that I can say is, that 
every precaution for security was taken that could have 
been which has occasioned your loss to be so much 
less than that of others in similar circumstances of 
situation &c. 

Your neighbors Col? Taliaferro & Col? Travis lost 
every slave they had in the world, and Ml Paradise 
has lost all his but one — This has been the general 
case of all those who were near the enemy — The 
information given of enemies designs by Le Baron De 
Guern has been verified most exactly, but the intelli- 
gence came too late. Had it come sooner it would 
have been next to an impossibility to have prevented 
your loss for reasons that you shall know hereafter. 
The enemies Generals here appear to carry on the war 
much more upon views of private plunder & enriching 
individuals, than upon any plan of national advantage — 
This seems to be demonstrated by Lord Cornwallis 

1 Ms. copy. Virginia Historical Society, Copies of Letters to 
TAnrlrm Carter. Addressed to Lee “at Bruxels to the/Care of.” 
Endorsed, “Rec* jo Mar. 1782/Ans? 11 Do. Do.” 
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quitting all that he had been laboring for in the south 
during more than a year, and leaving all that he had 
been doing to be undone by Gen. Greene ; which has 
been rapidly and effectually executed by this General 
of the United States, — whilst the British General has 
been traversing an undefended part of Virginia, with 
an army employed in taking off Negroes plate &c 
& destroying Corn, Cattle, & Tob° — Our regular force 
had been sent south, and so soon as our Militia could 
be collected and joined by a few regular Corps from 
the Army, his Lordship rapidly retreated in search 
of safety between the wide rivers where his Ships were 
ready to take him out of the way of danger. 

Our light parties came up with him at y r Holwater 
plantation and again between G. Spring & James 
Town where warm rencontres ensued, to the British 
loss of between 4 & 500 in killed & wounded, on the 
American side about 150 killed, wounded, & missing. 
Immediately after the last action, the enemy crossed 
James river in the night of the 7- instant, and we learn 
are marching to Portsmouth, where we understand 
they mean to embark for N. York leaving a garrison 
in that Defile — This is a curious kind of war to wage, 
and worthy to be sure of the honor of a great King & 
a powerful Nation. O Britain how art thou fallen ! 
When our brother Dr Lee returned to Phil* in April, 
I gave him Con. Loan office certificates of yours for 
68100 dollars, 1600 of which carried interest payable in 
Paris — I requested him to sell these upon the best 
terms he could & remit you the money — if it can be 
done, he will do it. 

The interest in sterling that has accrued due upon 
the 1600 dollar certificates I had received bills of 
exchange for from the Continental Loan Office for 
Nine hundred & sixty Livres Tournois, which bills I 
delivered to our brother Arthur to be transmitted to 
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you from Philadelphia, which I have no doubt but he 
will do. — The enemy have not injured your crops at 
the different plantations which are at present very 
good — 

In their first visit they took 60 head of Cattle away. 
With our best love to our Sister & Cousins I am your 
affectionate brother & faithful friend. 


TO [COLONEL WILLIAM DAVIES ?] i 

Epping Forest August 22? 1781 

Sir, 

I am this moment honored with your letters of the 
6- 14* 15^ & 16- instant, with their inclosures, which 
I shall give due attention to, and more fully answer by 
another opportunity, as the express is in haste. 

The returns of our men, arms, & ammunition shall 
hereafter be made in the form that you desire. The 
arms that were formerly supplied, added to 55 stands 
which I lately received from Gen. Weedon, 1 2 have well 
armed our militia in Westmoreland. I wish we were 
as well off for ammunition, experienced officers, can- # 
non, and cavalry. Perhaps you may soon have an 
opportunity of sending ammunition to Gen. Weedon 
at Fredericksburg by some return Waggons, and we 
can readily get it from him. if the powder & lead is 
unfixed, we shall greatly want cartridge paper. 

Unless we had public furbishers & a public maga- 
zine, the public arms that we have received from time 

1 A. L. S. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Dreer Collection, 
HI. No. 58. Davies was Commissioner of the War Office. He 
had been recommended to Congress for this position by Governor 
Thomas Jefferson, March 26, 1781. H. A. Washington, Works of 
Jefferson, I. 301. 

2 See his letter of August 2, 1781, to Lee, printed in R. H. Lee, 
Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 206. 
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to time, must have been spoiled. And therefore I 
have heretofore delivered them to the captains taking 
their receipts, and directing a receipt from each man 
who received a public arm, and frequent inspection 
into the condition of them — When future deliveries 
shall take place I will endeavor to follow your ideas 
respecting the securities. Whenever the Commission- 
ers shall apply to me I will certainly give them my 
best advice, and when any thing shall pass under my 
observation that I think deserves your notice I will 
do myself the honor to communicate to you. Most 
certainly, such specifics as cannot in due season be 
brought into use at the army had better be sold than 
spoil as frequently hath been the case to the injury of 
the public and so as to have produced reflections upon 
the inattention of Government — There is nothing 
here, so necessary, in my opinion, for each county to 
be furnished with from such sales, as military Stores, 
arms, ammunition, & field pieces, with drums, colors 

&c &c At present I do not recollect any person 

with us more fit for the office of recruiting Officer than 
Lieu* George Garner of our militia, but I do not 
know that he will accept the appointment — perhaps 
the best way would be to send me a blank commission 
and I will fill it with the best man I can get — By let- 
ter from the Marquis of the 20- instant I learn that 
the enemy, leaving but a feeble garrison in Portsmouth, 
have collected their whole force in Gloucester county 
near Gloucester Town, having left the York side — he 
expects shortly a strong attempt upon some quarter — 
That the Northern neck may be that quarter is not 
very unlikely — many objects are on Potomac river — 
It must be confessed that we are here in a very poor 
condition to meet such a storm, altho some of us have 
long foreseen it, and have endeavored to be prepared, 
but our unaided efforts have been insufficient. Gen. 
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Weedon was lately here after passing thro the 
lower counties of this neck, and we formed a plan of 
defence, which, if it were supported by government 
would enable us to stay a little the progress of evil, 
until we could get assistance. Northumberland & 
Richmond have already a Troop of horse by govern- 
ment sanction, had we that sanction & commissions in 
Westm? Lancaster, & King George, we sh d in the 5 
counties have 90 horse, which with one half of our 
Infantry amounting to 1100 pretty well armed as we 
can arm them, if supplied with ammunition & the 
whole conducted by an experienced gen. Officer on 
the spot, & with some field pieces, would place us in a 
tolerable posture — Gen. "Weedon promised without 
delay to lay this plan before government, & I beg 
leave to recommend it to your patronage that it may 
receive such speedy consummation as the vicinity of 
the enemy demands. 

I have the honor to be with singular esteem & 
regard Sir your most obedient humble Servant. 

P. S. I lately wrote to the Governor for some 
blank Militia commissions of which we are in great 
want, but hitherto I have received no answer. Will 
you be pleased to remind the Governor of it ? 


TO THOMAS McKEAN 1 

My DEAR Sir, Chantilly in Virginia Aug! 25. 1781 

I am greatly obliged to you for your very friendly 
letter of the 13- instant by my brother. The nature 

1 A. L. S. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, McKean Collection, 
I, 92. Addressed, “His Excellency / Thomas M. Kean Esq 1/ of 
Congress / Philadelphia/’ McKean was President of Congress in 
^781. 
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of the business that now demands your attention is 
too well known to me to admit a supposition that your 
friends can be made happy with long letters from you — 
for my own part, I shall be contented & thankful, for 
hearing from you now & then when a good opportu- 
nity, and most leisure permits. It gives me real pleas- 
ure to find you among the very few of those original 
patriots whom the gratitude of Congress has distin- 
guished. I hope you will continue to be rewarded 
with the honors and the esteem of your country which 
you have so well merited. We have had a full share, 
I believe more than a sixth part, of the calamities of 
war, and much more, it seems, is intended for us. I 
dont suppose that our enemies intend by this to do 
us honor, but abundant in malice as they are, it may 
be concluded that they proportion their resentment to 
the merit of those they aggrieve. When it is consid- 
ered that almost the whole burden of the southern war 
has lain upon Virginia, that many of her people are 
now actually defending South Carolina, I hope we shall 
not be left to struggle alone against the principal efforts 
of the enemy. Congress will no doubt consider this as a 
valuable member of the union, and govern themselves 
accordingly with respect to the timely and effectual aid 
that they give us. It is now no secret that the enemy 
mean to employ their greatest efforts against Virginia 
this fall and next winter. I suppose that Spain, as 
usual, will come in very late in the eleventh hour. I 
wish she felt some of our distress, I think it would 
stimulate to greater & quicker exertions. 

Holland is an immense heap of Mammon, where 
every weakness prevails consequent upon excessive 
wealth. 

I hope Congress has seen the propriety of cultivat- 
ing with assiduity the Courts of Berlin & Petersburg. 

The Emperors subjects are certainly capable of 
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being benefitted by a trade immediately with North 
America. One observation more and I have done. 
Great Britain (or rather its Ministers) 1 delude the 
people of Europe with an infinity of falsehoods con- 
cerning the successful progress of their arms in 
America — It is probable that if the true state of 
affairs here were carefully and quickly transmitted to 
Europe, and diligently circulated in the best European 
papers, that money for the war could not be raised by 
the English Ministry, and thus their malice being com- 
pelled to yield to their necessities, we might be happy 
in a safe and honorable peace. Cannot a few packet 
boats be continually going with 2 authenticated accounts 
of military events. It ought to be soon and well 
m^de known in Europe, that instead of conquering 
the southern States this Campaign, our enemies have 
nearly lost all that they had gained by 18 months war. 

I am dear Sir, with the sincerest esteem and regard, 
your faithful and affectionate friend. 

P.S. 

My brother Francis thanks you for your kind 
remembrance of him. 


TO [WILLIAM DAVIES?] * 

Westmoreland Septf 3 5 1781 

Sir, 

Your favor of the 31?! Ultimo is this moment put 
into my hands, and fortunately our whole militia is to 

1 The words in parentheses are inserted above the line. 

2 The word c * the,” following this word, is erased. 

3 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Ford 
Collection. Endorsed, Septf 3? 1781 /From Colo R. H. /Lee in- 
forming that the Militia of Westmoreland / are on their march, Sc / pro- 
posing a plan / to secure the naviga / don of our Bay Sc rivers j & re- 
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meet tomorrow in consequence of former orders, so 
that as little time as possible will be lost in sending 
forward our militia to the Camp in Gloucester. I am 
no stranger to the fortunate event which has rendered 
this call necessary, and I hope that the spirit of our 
countrymen will be roused to exertions adequate to the 
great purposes that an oportunity is now presented of 
accomplishing. I know that all the ideas which I am 
now going to suggest, come not properly with in those 
of your department, but I cannot help here throwing 
them out that you may take occasion to mention them 
to the Governor and Council. The widows mite was 
once acceptable, and in our system, the giving atten- 
tion to all hints that may be offered, will probably be 
productive of consequences very salutary on many 
occasions — 

We have two very important points to manage — 
the recover of our finances, and the secure navigation 
of our Bay — It seems to me that the arrival of the 
fleet of our Ally and the probable consequences thereof 
will put it in our power to do both — The capture of 
armed Vessels of different kinds, and Transports from 
the enemy, may enable us immediately, by securing 
some of the former, to take and keep the secure navi- 
gation of the Bay — And the possession of a proper 
number of Transports & their being quickly loaded with 
public Tobacco and immediately dispatched to Holland 
may lay the foundation of a Loan of Specie sufficient 
to purchase up the greater part, if not the whole of 
those paper bills that constitute so great and oppressive 
a part of our national debt — My design of being so 
quick in the transportation of Tob? to Holland is, 

ducing the quantity / of paper money in cir / culation. / Answ* 1 Oct r I? 
1781. The letter could scarcely be to General Weedon. See his let- 
ter of €C 20 Sept., 1781 ** to Lee in R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard 
Henry Lee, II. 200. 
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that the State may avail itself of the present & of the 
rising Market before individual Traders under a free 
navigation can fill the foreign markets — -1 should 
suppose that there would be no difficulty in obtaining 
from our Ally 1 2 a frigate or two to convoy these Tob? 
loaded ships off the coast — And above all it is indis- 
pensably necessary to exclude totally from this operation 
all private jobs and private views of every kind — Let 
the person trusted with this business in Holland be a 
man of sure probity of character, of discretion, knowl- 
edge of Trade, secrecy, and activity, and of undoubted 
affection to America. Some States by a prudent con- 
duct of this kind, have already freed themselves from 
the expenses of the war, and their people will bless 
their Rulers as they find themselves at the end of a 
long war free, happy, and discharged from oppressive 
taxes and ruinous systems — Willing to discharge your 
express immediately I have written in great haste, but 
I think the principles laid down are good, and that in 
good hands they may be improved to great national 
benefits, — 

I am, with much esteem. Sir your most obedient 
humble Servant. 


TO [COLONEL WILLIAM DAVIES?] 2 

Epping Forest Sept? 5^ 1781 

Sir, 

My son will have the honor of delivering you this 
letter — he comes to Richmond upon some business of 
his Uncles, and by him I take an opportunity of pay- 
ing my respects to you. The ideas that I had the 

1 The words “from our Ally” are inserted above the line. 

2 A. L. S. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Dreer Collection, 
in. 59. 
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honor of suggesting to you in my letter by your return 
Express relative to the security of our Bay shores and 
navigation, as well as the means of retrieving our ruined 
finances, I beg leave again to press upon your mind, 
that they may in time be considered by the Executive. 
It seem very probable that many Vessels will be cap- 
tured from the enemy by the french fleet that may be 
purchased from them, and which will suit admirably 
for cruising in the Bay and within the mouths of our 
rivers to suppress the piratical practices that will un- 
doubtedly commence again so soon as the french fleet 
goes away. I am well informed that several companies 
are forming on the eastern Shores of this State & Mary- 
land & on the Tangiers to carry on this infamous and 
distressing plan of plunder. And they will certainly 
do great injury in this way before our State can build 
& equip vessels to suppress them — And by building 
alone it can be done, if this opportunity of getting cap- 
tured vessels from our Ally should be lost — I think 
there are two or three very handsome Vessels ready 
armed for the purpose at Frazers ferry that were cap- 
tured by the French 74 gun ship in the winter. I 
pray you Sir to press this business upon the govern- 
ment with all the earnestness that a plan deserves which 
must secure our extensive shores from endless plunder, 
our trade from molestation, and the public from the 
great constant expence of Militia guards along the 
Shores of the Bay & rivers. In fact it is for the honor 
of government as well as greatly for the interest of the 
people. I am not aware of any sound objection to the 
plan proposed for retrieving our finances, unless it shall 
be said that Seamen cannot be got for the purpose — 
But I should suppose that an active, intelligent person 
in this way, going to Baltimore & Philadelphia, might 
procure Seamen enough for the purpose — Can no 
method be fallen upon to introduce a cautious, checked 
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system for granting discharges to Soldiers from the 
army. And this system printed & sent to the differ- 
ent County Lieutenants, that they may be able to judge 
properly when discharges are rightly given ? From my 
own experience I know that the difficulty at present is 
so great that I am frequently perplexed to determine 1 
what judgement to form in cases that come before me — 
I have been informed that in the European armies, sys- 
tems of this sort have been carefully introduced from 
the numberless abuses that had there taken place — 
And that besides numerous checks, none but high offi- 
cers are permitted to grant discharges. It seems to 
be very necessary here where we get men at so great 
expence and with so much difficulty — There was lately 
a deserter brought before me who will be sent imme- 
diately to the army, and who informed me that he cer- 
tainly knew one William Perry to be a deserter — that 
he had enlisted for the war, and that he now keeps 
Tavern at Rocky Ridge — Perry belonged to Cap' 
Fitzgeralds company the 5- Regiment of our Conti- 
nentals — Will it not be well to enquire into this, as 
the man lives near you — I had lately the honor to 
inform you that I was in great want of blank Militia 
Commissions, their being many Officers lately Nomi- 
nated by the Court & who are now going to the 
Gloucester Camp with? Commissions & who complain 
heavily that they have them not. — You Sir will know 
the propriety of having them, for many reasons, but 
especially in case of captivity. Be so kind Sir, if it be 
possible, to let me have some by the return of My 
Son, who will take charge of any commands you may 
have for me — I am, with much esteem. Sir your most 
obedient and very humble Servant. 

Three companies of 68 men each rank & file well 
1 Substituted for <e know erased. 
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armed will march from hence next friday morn for the 

Gloucester camp The Marquis sent me a verbal 

message by a Gentleman the other day, desiring that 
all the Flour that could be got might be sent round 
to James river for the Army, as the mills in that part 
were stopt for want of water — I fear that this article 
may be wanted, and I think that a few hundred bushels 
of wheat might be quickly put into flour here and sent 
round, if I had Government powers to impress wheat. 
Mills, & Vessels to transport it. 

I have not the Continental Articles of War nor do 
I know the present legal Ration for the Militia. 1 2 


TO THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE ARMIES 
OF THE UNITED STATES 2 

[GEORGE WASHINGTON] 

Epping Forest 17^ Sept? 1781 

Dear Sir, 

I had the honor of replying to your polite and 
agreeable letter of July the 15- by my son Ludwell 
who expected either to wait on you with it in Virginia 
or to get the letter forwarded by the Marquis de la 
Fayette. 

Altho I am at this time laboring under a severe fit 
of the gout, it is impossible to refrain from congratu- 
lating you, and rejoicing with our country, on the 
present happy and glorious prospect before us. The 
very judicious and decisive step that you have taken 

1 This paragraph is written, after the signature to the postscript, in 
six lines on one side of the Manuscript. 

2 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LII. 149. 
Addressed, i€ His Excellency / General Washington, Commander in 
chief of the Armies of the United States / and of the Allied forces near 
] York j j favored by M? Lee.” 


253 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 

in coming here, seems to put it out of the power of 
fortune to prevent the enemy in this state from falling 
into your hands. At least my mind can reach but to 
two preventatives, the coming of naval aid from Europe 
which is hardly possible ; and the want of provisions 
for our good Allies and ourselves, which cannot be 
probable. A proper watch will surely be kept upon 
marine motions in Europe, to prevent the repetition 
of such scenes as the relieving of Gibralter ; and it is 
inadmissible that in this land of abundance so disgrace- 
ful a thing should happen as the dispersion of a force 
collected for our salvation for want of provisions which 
now the country abounds with ! I assure you Sir, the 
Commissaries and Quartermasters departments in this 
state, so far as I have observed them, have in every 
thing been the reverse of right, insomuch that I have 
been well informed the few troops with the. Marquis 
have frequently felt distress for want of provisions l — 
At present, the land and sea force that may come to 
lean on these broken staffs will probably reach to 45 
or 50,000 men. We have now a good character at the 
head of our State War office, and I make no doubt but 
that he will exert all his powers with diligence — To 
prevent however the greatest of misfortunes, want of 
success from want of provisions, cant we add some 
methods not destructive of the present plans, and 
which may aid their deficiency ? Suppose immediate 
notice were given to the possessors of good, merchant 
mills, that they should be paid with specie for the flour 
they brought to your army and the navy, and a better 
price for it the sooner it reached ; and wherever a com- 
petent person would undertake in a reasonable time to 
deliver a proper quantity, let his mill and waggons 
have protection from the destructive talons of Impres- 
sors — Upon these last let me make one observation 
for all — Their gripe generally squeezes the best citi- 
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zens and leaves the rest, and is always executed for the 
greater ease and profit of the Impressor : so that now 
the people in general are exerting their wits to elude 
and hide their property from these characters. To 
prevent this plan from being executed with partiality, 
and upon views of job, some men having knowledge 
of the country, of honor, integrity, and diligence, 
should be employed to ride thro the upper counties, 
and see as much flour dispatched as possible. With 
regard to the hard money, I suppose that our Allies 
will furnish a sufficiency for their own supply, which 
will leave no great matter for us, and this, if we are 
rightly informed here, our Congress Financiers might 
furnish since the return of Col? Laurens from France. 

The present mode of getting beef from the several 
circles would answer if diligently executed — but to aid 
this, for health as well as plenty, suppose that an active 
Justice of the peace, first Militia Officer, and one of 
the delegates, in each county ; or any two of the three 
were by government immediately empowered and ex- 
horted to proceed with diligence and take one half of 
the bacon and salt beef in possession of every family, 
and dispatch it in pressed waggons. Carts, or Vessels 
immediately to the army. The season now is, when 
persons in the country may find many resources besides 
salted meat to subsist upon. In short victory must 
not be prevented by want of victuals, and these must 
be obtained at any rate. Altho I have seen the bane- 
ful influence of these impresses, yet upon this great 
and apparently final occasion, it seems admissible to 
extend a little under proper direction, not to destroy 
the present system. I mean in this exigence to aid not 
to annihilate now the old imperfect plan. I should sup- 
pose that if specie pay were promised, that the fleet 
might be well furnished with vegetables from the water 
bound counties. I assure your Excellency that I should 
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not have troubled you or roused from my present state 
to make these observations, if it were not because of 
my great anxiety lest we should fail of the happy end 
before us for want of provisions. And upon this prin- 
ciple I am sure of your pardon. But now that I am 
thus engaged, permit me to make a few observations 
upon the negroes now with the enemy in case of the 
surrender of the latter — I have been told that it is 
fixed, but whether by civil or military power I know 
not — that the owners, or any other person may have 
the Slaves, on paying ^5 specie into the public treasury 
for each. It would seem that the unfortunate owners 
should be relieved upon terms as easy as possible — 
The Admiralty has some regulations upon subjects 
taken within their province, but how they apply to this 
case I see not. And I believe that the singular manner 
in which Great Britain has conducted this war against 
America, leaves no clue to direct us in former practise, 
force, fraud, intrigue, theft, have all in turn been em- 
ployed to delude these unhappy people, and to defraud 
their masters ! My brother William has lost sixty five, 
among whom are about 45 valuable grown slaves and 
useful Artisans. I would say nothing in his favor 
from his many other losses, or the personal injuries 
that have befallen him from his attachment to his na- 
tive country — General systems will be applied to gen- 
eral subjects, and I shall be content with those that 
you establish — I would only observe that he is now 
upon the Continent of Europe, where he has been 
detained by the disagreeable consequences that might 
follow the committing his wife and children to the sea 
in these precarious times, and the necessity of his pres- 
ence with them in a foreign land, where he is suffi- 
ciently distressed for their support — the profits of his 
estate here having been all put into the Loan Office 
and his numerous debts in England not recoverable at 
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present — He has now no day in their Courts and no 
lawyer has been found that would bring suit for him. 
Perhaps it will be thought equitable, if any salvage is 
demanded, to allow Absentees a reasonable indulgence 
for payment. I have the honor to be with the most 
perfect esteem Sir Your Excellencies most affectionate 
and obedient Servant. 

favored by ) 

Mr Lee j 


TO 1 

Westm? Oct r 5. 1781 

Dear Sir, 

I am favored by M? Monroe with yours of yester- 
day and a letter from Col? Parker. My brother Df 
Lee is at present in Prince William County so that he 
is deprived of an opportunity of writing by you — 
Since my brother left England I have no Correspond-' 
ents there, nor have I many upon the Continent of 
Europe — To my brother William, to Mf John 
Adams the Amer. Minister in Holland, and if you 
judged it expedient to M T . Schweighauser Merchant in 
Nantes, I could write with pleasure, but at this moment, 
as Mr Monroe is in haste, I have not time — If you 
could do me the pleasure of a visit in a few days I may 
have an opportunity of writing to these gentlemen, 
and also of answering my friend Col? Parkers letter — 
I am dear Sir your most obedient and very humble 
Servant. 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Ford 
Collection. 
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TO [COLONEL WILLIAM DAVIES ?] 1 
g IR Westmoreland OctT 7* 1781 

I am honored with your favors of Sept! the 25- and 
October the if!, for the latter I thank you & I will dis- 
charge the duties of the former to the utmost of my 
power. I am not unapprized of the distressed state of 
our finances, but extraordinary exertions must be made 
or they will grow worse, even to ruin. My plan con- 
sisted of two parts, the one for the restoration of our 
finances, the other, for the security of the people, and 
of course for the honor of government. The last 
would not probably be productive of very great ex- 
pence, at least the expence would probably not be com- 
mensurate to the benefits, which at once comprehend 
security to the people and safety to the commerce of 
the State. I mean the proposal to purchase ready 
fitted Vessels to cruise in our Bay and entrance of our 
rivers to suppress small privateers and piratical vessels 
that have obstructed Commerce, plundered the shores, 
and created great expence of Militia to give ineffectual 
security. I admit with the Commercial Agent (of 
whose diligence & ability I have a high opinion) that 
the difficulty of getting Seamen will be great, but he 
will agree with me that the two difficulties are greater 
than one ; that we may more easily get Seamen than 
build vessels and get Seamen besides — The fact is, 
that if we do not mean to have our trade destroyed, 
our shores evacuated and destroyed, we must exert 
every effort to obtain some marine security. The 
difficulties I know are great, but I apprehend not so 
great as to be unsurmountable by zeal, wisdom, and 

1 A. L. S. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Dreer Collection, III. 
60. Endorsed « OctT 7-1781 ^/From Col® R. H. Lee/recom- 
mending the/purchasing prize vessels/for the security of our/Bay and 
rivers — ” 
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well directed industry. The plan of transmitting our 
Tobacco for the purpose of a pledge to borrow money 
upon for the redemption of our ruined finances is a 
greater object ; and will require much wisdom in the de- 
sign/ and very great integrity, celerity, and secrecy in the 
execution. But experience has proved that it is not 
impracticable. In public as well as in private life I 
dislike being in debt, but in both cases debt may with 
advantage be incurred ; and here perhaps we may find 
a singular instance of being indebted to a foreign power 
with advantage 2 for the purpose of accomplishing the 
two beneficial purposes that I have suggested — But 
then, the disadvantage of foreign debt, especially be- 
tween State & State, can only be compensated by wis- 
dom in the purpose and honesty in the execution — 
When I came to retirement from Congress in 1779 I 
found our Militia in a very weak & defenceless condi- 
tion — I applied to the then Board of War for materials 
of defence, they kindly furnished some things and de- 
sired we would procure others and rely upon the public 
support — Encouraged by this, our Officers prevailed 
with workmen to make Cartridge boxes where they 
could not otherwise be obtained, and lately the Auditors 
have refused paying for some of these — I applaud the 
circumspection of the Auditors, but where they throw 
difficulties in the way of our defence in a state of war, 
I fear that they misapply their caution and aid the 
enemy to effect our destruction — for surely such checks 
must discourage the efforts of those who mean firmly 
& effectually to resist the variety of wickedness with 
which we are encompassed. 

I understand that the Assembly will adjourn to 
N ovf, before which time I shall endeavor to comply 
fully with your Official directions. 

1 Substituted for “plan” erased. 

2 The words ts with advantage 99 are inserted above the line. 
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I have the honor to be with great esteem Sir your 
most obedient and very humble Servant. 


TO THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE ARMIES 
OF THE UNITED STATES i 

[GEORGE WASHINGTON] 

Chantilly October the 12^ 1781 

Dear Sir. 

I had the honor of addressing you last by eldest 
son who went to camp about four weeks ago. since 
that we have had the pleasure of hearing that your ad- 
vances against York go successfully on. by this time 
I hope his Lordship begins seriously to repent the 
Quixote part that he has been acting in America. 
Surely the rage of despotism must be cooled by the 
total defeat of those great hopes which has been enter- 
tained of southern conquest, tho realy, in all the out- 
rage of passion that history presents, we see nothing 
equal to the tyrannous and senseless rancour of the 
british king and counsels against America, this dis- 
position may continue a hopeless ruinous war. I see 
that Arnold, in the true spirit of apostacy, is burning 
and wasting his native country, the malice of that 
man, his wickedness, and his avarice, render him a fit 
instrument for such employers, his former success in 
this state, his restless search after gain however 
obtained, and the general languor that will be found 
here after the present exertions are over, will most 
likely be persuasives — with gen. Clinton and himself 
to cause the coming of this unprincipled person with his 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LII. 309. 
Addressed, “His Excellency General Washington/Commander in 
Chief of the Armies /of the United States/York//favored by / Col? T. 
A. Washington.” 
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1500 or 2000 plunderers to Virginia when the fleet and 
army shall be gone, the learned and judicious Polybius 
was of opinion that the principal inducing motive with 
Alexander the great for invading Persia, was the little 
resistance that the 10,000 grecians met with in passing 
thro that great empire, weakness joined with the pos- 
session of property are certainly strong temptations to 
ambitious avaricious men. how best to prevent Rich- 
mond from experiencing in November the same dis- 
graceful visit that it did in january, your wisdom can 
best determine. Perhaps two strong frigates under pro- 
tection of a small and well fortified garrison at the Town 
of York, with Gen Spotswoods & Col° Meads legions 
made complete by the addition of some regular soldiers, 
might operate to discourage such attempts with the 
force that can be prudently spared from the garisons of 
N. York & Charles Town. Or if attempted, might be 
sufficient with militia aid to repel the invaders. It is 
not easy to conceive the distress and injury that have 
been derived to this state from the number of piratical 
plunderers that have infested the shores of this coun- 
try since our gallies were laid down ! And such has 
been the success and benefit attending this wicked 
practise, that we hear of small crews forming in va- 
rious parts to go plundering along the shores, in the 
actual state of our affairs it will be long before we can 
build and fit vessels to stop these pernicious and dis- 
graceful practises ; but I should suppose that our gov- 
ernment might have credit enought to purchase from 
among the captured armed vessels at York, some 
ready fitted swift sailing Cruisers for the purpose of 
scouring our bay and rivers, and suppressing these pi- 
ratical proceedings, if such a plan should meet your 
Excellencies approbation, your recommendation of it 
will secure its adoption. I know there will be diffi- 
culty in getting seamen — but since the security of 
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our country renders marine defence indispensable, and 
since the single difficulty of getting seamen, is far less 
than getting them and building and fitting the vessels 
besides ; it would seem prudent to get the^ Vessels, 
and diligently apply at the ports of neighboring states 
for a few good seamen, less than a third of which de- 
scription, with the rest landsmen, would well answer 
our purpose. I cannot help thinking that this method,, 
aided by a well conceived law for the speedy and cap- 
ital punishment of such offenders, would contribute to 
lessen greatly, if not to suppress a practise extremely 
injurious to those who live near the water, and de- 
structive to the commerce of the State. We are 
anxiously waiting for the rejoicing time to come when 
L? Cornwallis & his people will be your prisoners. I 
am dear Sir, with particular esteem and regard your 
affectionate and obedient Servant. 

TO [THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA] 1 

[THOMAS NELSON] 

c Chantilly October the 28^ 1781 

OIR, 

Immediately upon receiving your Excellencies letter 
of the 12- instant by express I put the two warrants of 
impress inclosed in your favor of Sept? 18 th into the 
hands of discreet active men to proceed along the 
shores of Potomac & Rappahanock rivers as high as 
Leeds on the latter and upper Matchodique on the 
former, to impress all the old corn and fodder that 
could be spared convenient to navigation for the pur- 
pose of forage so much wanted by the army, these 
gentlemen have already secured upon Potomac boo- 
barrels of old corn & 3 1 500 bundles of blades ; upon 

*A. L. S. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Dreer Collection^ 
III. 61. 
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Rappahanock 7 65 barrels of corn, 60 bushels of oats, 
87000 bundles of blades, & 30,000 pounds w! of hay 
— all which remains yet with the respective owners, 
except a small quantity of the late impressed corn 
on Potomac that will be added to the specific corn & 
meal now loading on board a vessel sent up for forage. 
The capitulation of York has occasioned me to desire 
that this business shal stop until I hear further from 
your excellency. By the removal of the army from 
York I suppose that forage is not wanted there, and 
the Squire tells me that for the purpose of supplying 
the wants of the ravaged counties near York, that the 
abundant crops up James and York rivers will furnish 
plenty at much less expence of carriage being nearer. 
As this business of pressing does give great and general 
uneasiness, I have thought it most advisable to desist 
from the further impressing 1 of forage and from the 
execution of that part of your letter of the 12 th which 
directed that all the corn hay & fodder might be col- 
lected for public use that this part of the country can 
spare. If it shall be your opinion that it is unnecessary 
to proceed under the present circumstances, and that 
the articles already impressed may be disposed of by 
their owners you will please to inform me by the first 
opportunity — but if no opportunity occurs that will 
certainly deliver your letter, to avoid the expence of 
an Express, I will if you please, consider it as your 
desire that the impressing shall be discontinued and 
that the articles already impressed & remaining with the 
Owners shall be given up if I do not hear anything to 
the contrary from you in ten days from the date of this 
letter. 

Since my arrival from Congress in 1779 I have used 
every possible means to get the militia of Westmore- 
land well armed, as the people were exposed for 40 

1 Substituted for ** collection 99 erased. 
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miles along the shores of Potomac to be plundered 
and injured by the small piratical vessels of the enemy 
& of the Tories — This was happily effected, and the 
militia was well armed when the orders of government 
lately came to detach a part for the Gloucester camp. 
Two hundred men were ordered from this country, 
and our best arms were put into their hands they 
were directed to serve two months, and consequently 
remained in Gloucester until the siege of York was 
ended. It therefore became unnecessary to disarm 
them, and yet under pretence of executing an order of 
government for stopping the public arms of returning 
militia, which was plainly designed only to apply where 
the men were departing before the siege ended, our 
militia have been disarmed ; at least such as have al- 
ready come home, and thus the labor of more than 
two years has been frustrated, and the people here left 
exposed upon the water in a defenceless condition ! I 
hope Sir that you will have the goodness to order this 
matter to be rectified, and to direct that we may have 
a like number of good arms returned to us for those 
that have been taken from us. It evidently must 
operate to the discouragement of Officers and men, if 
the former who take pains to get their men armed, 
and the soldiers who keep their arms in order, shall 
find them taken away, and perhaps left at last in the 
possession of negligent officers and careless men — 
Besides, the exposed state of our shores demands the 
security of arms, as I apprehend there will be much 
ravage and distress. Militia commissions are and have 
been long wanted in this county, perhaps the press 
may now be in condition to furnish them, if so, I shall 
be thankful if your excellency will send me some 
blanks to be filled up with the names of Officers nom- 
inated by the Court. I am Sir your Excellencies most 
obedient and very humble Servant. 
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TO THOMAS McKEAN i 

Chantilly November 22? 1781 

Dear Sir, 

My eldest son will have the honor of delivering 
you this letter. Having business at Philadelphia I 
have prevailed on him to remit, if he can receive it, 
the money that has been due from the United States 
to my brother William Lee for more than two years. 
It appears to be a partiality not reconcilable to com- 
mon ideas of justice, that one man shall be fully paid 
and on demand too, when another for the same ser- 
vice and professedly as well performed, is neglected, and 
payment delayed. I am realy concerned to trouble 
you or any other friend upon a subject of this kind, 
because I may expect that your efforts in support of 
the plainest justice will not prevail against that spirit 
of faction which in the case of both my brothers has 
so largely returned evil for good. I do not suppose 
that Mf W- Lee regrets having served his country and 
the cause of liberty at the expense of loosing situations 
honorable and profitable, but he must feel not well 
when he reflects upon the cruel returns that he has 
met with. He quickly obeyed the call of Congress to 
go into their service, and thus he left large debts in 
London which for the present are not recoverable, and 
in Virginia a very considerable estate ravaged by the 
armies of friends & foes, so that little or no remittance can 
be made for the support of himself & family shaken off 
by Congress in a foreign land, and not finding it eligi- 
ble to commit themselves to the sea during war. The 
vote of Congress for paying him will I fear be ren- 

1 A. L. S. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, McKean Collection, 
VI. No. 69. Addressed, His Excellency / Thomas M’Kean 
esquire /at Philadelphia// Favored by M[ Thof Lee.” McKean 
was President of Congress. 
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dered useless by the word convenient which is unfortu- 
nately interjected, unless your friendship will suggest 
for my son some mode of proceeding by which his 
Uncle may obtain speedy justice 

Do you not think my good Sir that our successes at 
York will go far towards procuring us an independent 
peace in the spring? The immense expense of 
G. Britain and unsuccessful too in every quarter, must 
clip the wings of ambition and compel avarice to be 
content 

I shall be ever happy to hear from you and particu- 
larly so to know that you are in health & spirits. 

I am dear Sir with great esteem & regard your most 
obedient & very humble Servant. 


TO COLONEL [WILLIAM] DAVIES i 

Chantilly January 29^2782 

Sir, 

I was honored at the same time with your two favors 
of October the if* 1781 &of Jan? 5- 1782 — Nothing 
can be more obvious from reason and experience than 
that the surest way to procure speedy and honorable 
peace is to be well prepared for war. And this certain 
rule is at no time so strong as after great successes, 
which whilst they imbitter the mind of one of the 
parties, are too apt to throw apathy and neglect into 
the bosom of the other. I wish that we may conduct 
ourselves rightly upon this occasion. The last As- 
sembly appears to have done what they could — if 
money can be borrowed, the great point of filling and 

1 A. L. S. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Dreer Collection III. 
62. Addressed to him as, cc Commissioner of the War Office/ 
Richmond.” Endorsed, “JanY 29 th 1782/From Col? Richard/ 
H. Lee respecting/that the arms /taken from his/militia might be/ 
returned.” 
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furnishing our Line will depend chiefly upon the wis- 
dom and vigor of the executive, supported by the 
fitness of the recruiting officers. Talents of a peculiar 
kind are found to be most successful in recruiting, and 
do you not think Sir that the European accompagne- 
ment of musick and money, with a suit of clothes for 
each recruit, would wonderfully promote success. Such 
numbers have been disappointed of their promised 
clothes, that all confidence is lost, and now nothing 
but the actual delivery of them will do. The times 
are productive of wonders, or else it would surprise 
that any jealous genius should be found to deny you 
the powers necessary for preservation of the constitution 
for fear that the constitution should be injured — for 
the same good reason these sprightly folks may dis- 
cover the danger of giving powder and muskets to the 
soldiers least they should shoot themselves and the 
members of assembly ! I am obliged to you Sir for 
the attention that you have been pleased to pay to the 
application for restoring our arms, and the payment of 
the money demanded for cartridge boxes. The last is 
not the only instance, where I have been concerned, 
of the attention of the Auditors — I commend them 
for their care of the public treasure — Where so much 
is trusted; great understanding, vigilance, integrity, 
firmness, and impartiality are necessary — It may be 
worth the while of these gentlemen to take care, at the 
same time that they carry the vessel of the state clear 
from Charybdis, that they do not wreck it upon 
Scylla — that ill-timed 1 parsimony, or ill judged ap- 
plications of the public money, may not destroy and 
discourage the necessary defences which can alone se- 
cure both public and treasure — I believe it is true 
that many low and lawless people have encouraged 
public expence without propriety, without necessity, 
1 The word Cf judged 9> is here erased. 
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and even for wicked purposes — but whilst it is highly 
proper to put an instant stop to such wrong doing, is 
it therefore right to deny an officer so highly trusted 
as the Lieutenant of a county the paltry privilege of 
charging the public with a few cartridge boxes when 
necessary, and for the making of cartridges, without 
which, defence against an invading enemy cannot be 
made? Where danger comes quickly on, does its 
business, and suddenly retires — the defence must be 
circumstanced accordingly ; and if the government will 
not lodge arms and proper ammunition in the counties, 
it is absurd and vain to suppose that the country can 
be protected ; if the commanding Officer of the county, 
and even councils of war, cannot direct such necessaries, 
at the public expence, as are deficient yet indispensable. 

When I came here from Congress in 1779, I found 
the militia unarmed, and unwilling to make resistance 
against the depredations of the enemy that surrounded 
us, and that we were constantly exposed to. I applied 
with care and constancy to government until we were 
furnished with arms, powder and lead — it was neces- 
sary that the latter should be made into cartridges, and 
I procured it to be done — Since we have been armed, 
I have seen the militia repel the enemy with spirit and 
alacrity, so as to do honor to themselves, and to gov- 
ernment But now alas, we must fall into the old and 
too common contemptible imbecility — the government 
have taken away our arms, and the Auditors say, 
make cartridges or cartridge boxes at your peril, these 
are lawless doings and the public treasure shall not be 
applied to such vanities ! We must therefore submit 
to rapine until some shall be sent here with powers to 
persuade the people that it is better to oppose an armed 
enemy, without arms on the part of the defendants, 
and that they are mistaken when they say that this is 
leading them to disgrace and ruin. The poor man 
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who worked honestly upon the cartridges tells me that 
his claim was rejected with some marks of harshness — 
there is sometimes a grace in denying that is more 
agreeable than even the compliance of others — but in 
this case perhaps it was necessary to support dignity 
and correct troublesome applicants — And besides, 
great republicans are naturally proud — but then it 1 
used to be shewn to Kings and the slaves of Kings, 
not to fellow citizens . 2 In April last, the Militia had 
exhausted their cartridges in an engagment with the 
enemy at Stratford Landing — I applied to the then 
governor for powder, lead, cartridge paper & c , he had 
none of either, but desired me to purchase — I did 
purchase powder & lead but no paper was to be 
bought — I furnished some of my own for which no 
charge is made, but I thought it reasonable that the 
man who made the cartridges should be paid — the 
more especially as his charge was so reasonable, that 
for many days work he would not have received, had 
his demand been paid, enough to buy a gill of whisky. 
But this it seems is unlawful and a squandering of the 
public treasure, so that if legislative wisdom gives not 
redress, we must be content with wishing for better 
times and better things. As for the cartridge boxes, I 
could have sent an affidavit or two to prove that we 
were desired by the board of war when at Williams- 
burg to get them made and that the public would pay 
for them, but I thought that for so small a matter, and 
for an article apparently necessary, the certificate of the 
county Lieutenant might give sufficient authenticity. 

I observe that the Act of May last respecting your 
office, directs that militia commissions shall come thro 
you — I have formerly represented to the two late 
governors, and I think that the same was done to you 

1 The word “ sh? ” is here erased. 

2 The words “ but this is” following are here erased. 
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in some of my former letters, that blank commissions 
were much wanted in this county. It used to be the 
custom to lodge such with the county Lieutenant, if 
the same custom continues, and you have commissions 
prepared, be pleased to furnish me with some. There 
is a Lieutenant-Col? Major, Captains & subs without 
commissions, that have for some time been nominated 
by the Court — Be so kind Sir as forward the inclosed 
packet by the first Messenger that goes Southward, and 
excuse me for the liberty I have taken to desire my 
friends there to send their letters for me to your care, 
trusting to your goodness that you will forward them 
quickly and safely as possible — We still rely upon 
your good offices for having our arms restored to us, 
and may I add, that the necessary services realy per- 
formed for the public, shall be paid to the honest men 
who have done them ? 

I have the honor to be with great esteem and regard 
Sir your most obedient humble Servant. 


TO [THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA]! 
[benjamin harrison] 

Westmoreland July 9* 1782 

Sir/ 

I am well informed that a party of the Enemy, 
amounting in white & black people to an hundred 
armed men, landed last friday at the plantation of M. r 
Motram Ball on Potomac River in the adjoining 
County & having marched to the late Col. Presley 
Thorntons house about three or four miles into the 
Country robbed M r Ball (who now lives in that house, 
his own being lately burned) and the Stewart of Col. 

1 L. $. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Dreer Collection, III. 63. 
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Thorntons estate of all their moveables with eight 
Negroes, declaring they shoud soon return to the 
same business as they well knew the Militia to be 
without arms — They set fire to Col. Thorntons house 
but extinguished it again on being informd that it be- 
longed to a person in England — I have thought it 
my duty to give your Excellency this intelligence, to 
the end that such measures as the wisdom of the 
executive may adopt, & the power of Government be 
equal to, may be applied for preventing the public & 
private injuries that shall, & otherwise certainly will 
flow from these piratical incursions ; and that neither 
myself nor my brother Officers may be exposed to 
censure for not preventing what it is certainly not in 
our power to prevent. 

The Militia of these lower & exposed Counties are 
in effect disarmed, by their best arms being taken from 
them whilst in Gloucester by order of Government, 
& those that remain being of indifferent quality : & 
much dispersed by the dispersion of the people in 
whose hands they are placed — Some ammunition we 
have but not enough for an hours engagement & we 
are without flints. 

In the course of this month I suppose there will be 
of public property arising from the late revenue Law, 
& from payments heretofore made under former Laws, 
not less than three hundred Hogsheads of Tobacco in 
the several Warehouses of this County, which by such 
a force as robbed M- Balls, may in one day be destroyed 
under our present disarmd, defenceless state — In the 
very same exposed situation will be the public revenue 
Tobacco of those water coast Counties above & below 
us — To this we may add the specifics collected & 
collecting under the act of last fall. 

It is not to be presumed that the enemy are un- 
acquainted with the collection & exposure of revenue 
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property, & since they know already that the Militia 
are disarmed, it is of all things most probable that they 
will aim at disarming Government by destroying its 
revenue ; and to injure Government in the sentiments 
of the people who while they feel the pressure of heavy 
taxes, find not the benefit of protection, & see the 
property which they have with difficulty spared de- 
stroyed without producing benefit to the Community. 

Col. Davies informed me he had ordered Mr Dick 
of Fredericksburg to furnish this County with an 
hundred stand of arms — this number tho much 
short of our wants, would help us considerably, but 
they are not arrived & our use for them may be the 
next hour — fixed ammunition woud for us be better 
than that which is not made up, as we have no Cartridge 
paper or person now here acquainted with the business 
of making Cartridges. 

After all, supposing the Militia well armd, your 
Excellency’s perfect knowledge of this matter will 
instantly satisfy you how very inadequate to this kind 
of defence is the best armd Militia — their dispersion 
admits not the guarding against the sudden incursions 
of a quick moving enemy — It is by a water defence 
alone that aggression from the water is to be guarded 
against along an extensive & open coast — These 
pirates are daily growing more formidable by their 
new adopted plan of arming black men, & if effectual 
care be not taken to prevent them, whilst in a state of 
infancy, it requires no great penetration to discover 
that this beginning may end in very extensive con- 
sequences — It woud surely be of most important 
benefit if the Cormorant with that Barge lately taken 
at Richmond from the Eastern Shore could be im- 
mediately sent up the Bay to scour the Tangier 
Eastern shore, & some distance in the mouths of the 
wide Rivers. 
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By this time I suppose the french troops are gone 
& of consequence the frigates they had in our Bay, 
which latter circumstance renders it of infinite con- 
sequence that those hordes of pirates shoud be broken 
up, dispersed & destroyed before a water protection 
may come superior to ours to cover their ruinous 
depredations. 

Your Goodness will pardon me Sir for saying so 
much on a subject to which your own judgement is 
far more compitent, & I hope you will ascribe it to 
my anxiety for the interest & honor of our Country & 
its government 

1 have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 
esteem & regard 

Sir Your Excellencies most Obedient 
& humble Servant — 

P.S. 1 

Indisposition obliged me to employ an Amanuensis 
thus far, and just now authentic intelligence has come 
that these pirates in attempting to take a flower loaded 
brig in St. Marys for Boston ; were repulsed with the 
loss of ten men killed, several wounded, and some pris- 
oners, the latter of whom declare that these pirates have 
contracted in N. York for the delivery of 500 Negro 
men in the course of this summer, and that they mean 
to effect their purpose by arming Negroes as they get 
such as are fit for their warfare 2 — their whole crew 
was Americans and Negroes except two Scotch irish, 
& one frenchman — they were commanded by Whal- 
ing & Penny , two most notorious Pirates. Upon St. 
Georges Island they left some wounded Men who 
inform that these fellows parted with them determined 
to bring up a greater force to continue their operations. 

iThis entire postscript is in Lee’s handwriting. 

2 Substituted for “ purpose ” erased. 
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This Messenger is a hired Express who receives his 
Masters pay & whom I hope y* Excellency will order 
to be paid. He can bring us a few flints. 


TO [GENERAL WILLIAM WHIPPLE ?] 1 

Chantilly Virginia July ij tlx 1782 

My dear Friend 

Judging of your heart by my own I cannot suppose 
that either of us will conceive ourselves neglected by 
an interrupted correspondence in the present state of 
things. It must certainly be some other cause than 
neglect which can produce such an effect between two 
persons whose friendship is founded on virtue tried in 
severest times — For my part I must cease to live 
before I cease to love those proved Patriots with whom 
I early toiled in the vineyard of American liberty. 
The same reasons that I find had prevented you, have 
also discouraged me from writing, and nothing more 
so than the uncertainty of conveyance. It is dis- 
agreeable to write to a friend when the mind is 
cramped, and a free communication of sentiments 
prevented. Capt Simpson safely contrived to me 
your letter with the very agreeable present of Fish, 
for both which I return you many thanks The fish 
were fine and 'furnished me with frequent opportu- 
nities whilst I regaled my friends here, to reco[g]nize 
the worth of the bounteous hand by which we were so 
delightfully fed, But I was never made so happy as 
to see either Capt. Simpson or your relation They 
came not on my way or I in theirs. I sent one of 
my sons to entreat the pleasure of their company, but 
he was not fortunate enough to meet with them. I 

1 Transcript. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Langdon Collec- 
tion. 
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was in great hopes that the Major would have honored 
me with his Company here whilst Capt Simpson’s 
business detained him in the Country. We have in- 
deed as you have observed suffered our share of the 
calamities of War, and I hope it may furnish us with 
that best kind of improvement which is furnished in 
the school of adversity — You may see by the last 
published Resolves at New York that the 1 of our 
Assembly published that the last arrived delusion at 
New York is not likely to make a greater impression 
than the old ones had done. I fear Poor Weaks has 
gone to the bottom of the Sea with a very valuable 
Cargo and every Soul but one who was supported 
three Days on a ladder before he was picked up. An 
attempt is said to have been made to Assassinate Dr. 
Franklin who is only Slightly wounded on the ribs. 


TO THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA 2 
[benjamin harrison] 

Chantilly, Septem. 6th 1782 

Sir 

I have now the honor to transmit to your Excel- 
lency an account of the manner in which the act of 
last session for recruiting the Army has been executed 
in this county. The militia having been laid off into 
classes according to Law, our number amounted to 38 
and you will see by the list inclosed how each class 
hath as yet acquitted itself. Not a man has been 
found, but jT 259. 5.3^- specie has been paid to me, and 
I have reason to expect the ballance daily. When the 
collectors have made returns of defaultees, warrants 

1 The transcript shows no indication of an omission here. 

2 From the text printed in Calendar of Virginia State Papers , III. 
391. 
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have issued in the nature of executions against such 
defaultees. Nothing as yet can be done with the col- 
lectors failing to make return, until a meeting of the 
Court shall present an opportunity of making motions 
against them. I am now to request that your Excel- 
lency will direct an officer to come and receive this 
money, for it remains here at very great risk from the 
pirates that infest this river and the bay. A stout 
Barge of the enemy was off the mouth of Coan (about 
1 5 miles below this) a few days ago ; and they contrive 
to get such accurate information of the state of things 
on land, that I have not the least doubt but that they 
know long ere now, that the houses of the County 
Lieutenants are the depositories of the Soldiers Tax 
and will consequently exert themselves to get posses- 
sion of the money. This indeed suggests the propri- 
ety of quickly removing this collection from all the 
counties contiguous to the Water, for tho’ there is no 
danger from attempts in the open day, where pains 
have been taken to arm & Encourage the militia, yet 
nothing is easier to these pirates, as every days experi- 
ence proves, than to land in the night and to plunder 
houses two or three miles from the Shore and return 
with safety to their vessels before day, or any force 
can be collected to punish them. It is greatly unfortu- 
nate for this country that no exertions are made to defend 
its honor and interest upon the water within the very 
bowels of the State. It is not only the more general 
and open commerce that is destroyed, but even the 
small interior trade is ruined, so that no possible 
channel is left open for the industry of the people to 
collect money for their produce, and therefore no 
possible means left for the future payment of taxes. 
The soldiers tax with the land tax, will glean up the 
Specie so effectually from this county, that I verily 
believe not five pounds will remain within it, nor any 
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method of getting more that now presents. It may 
not be amiss to apprise the officer coming for this 
money, that almost the whole is in Silver, very weighty 
and bulky and rendering it necessary that he should 
come provided with suitable means for carrying it off. 

I have the honor to be your Excellencies most 
obedient humble Servant — 


TO [DR. WILLIAM SHIPPEN, JR.?]i 

[January 7, 1783] 

Report — That there is a British Party on the con- 
tinent at the head of which are Mr. S. Adams, Messrs. 
Lees and Mr. Laurens. 

Resolved Unanimously that no part of the commu- 
nications before the Committee of privileges & elec- 
tions does in any manner touch the public or private 
conduct of M. R. H. Lee or induce the most distant 
suspicion of his want of attachment to the interests of 
this country ; but that on the contrary this Committee 
do bear testimony to the World that the uniform rec- 
titude of his public conduct entitles him to the fullest 
confidence and warmest approbation of his country. 

N. B. this passed in a Committee of the Whole 
House and was confirmed by the House. 

Chantilly, January 7* 1783 

My dear Friend, 

It may seem strange to you that my letter should 
be prefaced as this is — but as you may possibly have 
heared something of the operations of faction here 
lately, it is enough that cc the antidote should go along 
with the poison/’ as the most learned, most wise, most 

1 Copy for the text kindly presented by Dr. J. Franklin Jameson 
and Mr. Waldo G. Leland. 
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virtuous, and most admirable Judge Mercer says — 
The rest of this delectable and Honorable business 
will be communicated to you by our brother A who 
has had the Honor, for certainly it is an Honor to 
have been a principal object of this faction. I was 
going to congratulate you on your being removed from 
the ways of faction, but I believe factions are found 
in physicks as well as politics. However I know that 
you have wisdom to despise these, and to proceed 
onward to the attainment of those rewards which are 
due to the eminent and the diligent in your profession 
It would considerably add to my happiness if our 
situations admitted of sometimes seeing each other, 
when the delights of friendly social converse might 
compensate for the wicked things and wicked men 
that we see abroad. 

How comes on your grandaughter Livingston — I 
have a little Frank Lightfoot full as mettlesome as she 
can be, & who will not refuse a challenge from any 
fair one, whether begotten, or born, upon the North 
river — So that the little damsel must be very modest 
and very reserved when Frank is present. 

I was going to write a word or two about politics 
but — Mum for that — Some penetrating eye may see 
it, or curious ear may hear of what I have written ; 
and with lengthened face, shrug’d shoulders, and im- 
portant air, whisper “an enemy to the French Alli- 
ance.” It must be very hard tho, if they will not let 
us say, that a War for nothing ought to have at least 
one years duration less than that which was waged for 
the fairest 'woman in the World. Do not let my 
Sister see this part, nor show it to any zealous politi- 
cian, least it bring on my devoted head a storm both 
of religion and politics. 

Remember me with much affection to the old Doc- 
tor, to my Sister & Cousins — farewell. 
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TO GEO[RGE] WYTHE i 

Chantilly feb? 28^ 1783 

Much respected worthy Sir, 

My son Ludwell comes again to put himself under 
your patronage in his Law studies, from whence we 
both regretted that he was compelled to remove by the 
necessities of the times. Independent indeed of the 
powerful consideration of your friendship for himself 
and me, I feel strongly the propriety of preferring giv- 
ing preference of encouragement to 1 2 the Institutions of my 
own country to those of other states, and I am happy 
to be informed that sensible men in the neighboring 
Countries, 3 entertain a proper sense of the benefits to be 
derived from your benevolent 4 attention to the in- 
struction of youth ; as I understand that young gentle- 
men now of Philadelphia 5 propose to finish their studies 
with you. My son will in all things follow your 6 
friendly advice and be grateful to the bestower for giv- 
ing it. 

As far as we may judge at present, it would seem 
that we are not far removed from the possession of that 
blessing which you have so uniformly [and] so ably con- 
tended for — the Independence of the United States 
appears by the King of England’s speech to his Parlia- 
ment, to be granted by him, and many other corre- 
sponding accounts render it more than probable that 
a general peace has already taken place, upon which 

1 A. dr. L. S. University of Virginia, Lee Papers, No. 390. A 
text, with variations, is printed in the Southern Literary Messenger , 
May, i860, p. 350. 

2 (< Preferring ’ ’ is written above the words in italics. 

3 Substituted for cc States 99 erased. 

4 Substituted for €t humane labors ? ’ erased. 

5 The five preceding words are substituted for te youth in ” erased. 

6 The word ce directions 99 is here erased. 
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favorable prospect I do most heartily congratulate 
you. 

Lee presents her compliments to your Lady, 
and I beg to be continued on the roll of your best 
friends. I am with the most perfect esteem & regard, 
dear Sir, your much obliged & obedient. 

Honorable 
Geo. Wythe, Esq? 


TO SAMUEL ADAMS i 

Chantilly in Virginia 6i h April 1783. 

My dear Friend. 

May I now congratulate you on the fair prospect of 
obtaining that which we long together labor’d for the 
accomplishment of? I wish most sincerely that the 
full possession of wisdom and virtue may make our 
common country the United States Independent in- 
deed, not of one only, but of all the nations upon 
earth. As I cannot but despair of ever seeing you 
here, I shall be compelled to visit Boston before I end 
my days, that once more I may have the pleasure of 
passing some hours with you. If you are in corre- 
spondence with Gen. Whipple, be so kind as to remem- 
ber me to him with great affection. 

The principle design of this letter is to request your 
good offices with the house of Tracy in Newbury to 
receive under their patronage and mercantile tuition 
Master George Lee a son of my dear deceased brother 
Thomas Lee. This youth is in his fifteenth year, very 
diligent in his studies, and of fine disposition, his 
mother would breed him to commerce, and the house 

l A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Sam- 
uel Adams Papers. Addressed, Honorable Samuel Adams /in/Bos- 
ton.” 
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of Tracy is recommended to her as the best in 
America. 

We shall be very thankful for knowing from you 
whether Mess? 5 Traceys will receive Master Lee into 
their Counting House, and upon what terms. Your 
letter being sent to my brother D? Lee at Philadelphia 
will be quickly & safely conveyed to me Retired ab- 
solutely to private life I am now busied in the important 
concern of taking care of a large family. Taking care 
of, and providing for nine children is really a very im- 
portant concern. But in every situation of life I shall 
certainly be my dear Sir your faithful friend and 
affectionate Servant. 


TO [R. WORMLEY CARTER] i 

Richmond June 3^ 1783 

Dear Sir, 

If any thing had passed here of sufficient importance 
to engage your attention from your private affairs I 
should have communicated it ; but as usual, much is 
talked of & but little done. You know that our ports 
have been opened to the British Trade, and an Act 
has passed to suspend the Sherifs power of distraining 
for the years revenue until the 20- of next November. 
A Tobacco law upon the old plan, previous to the 
revolution, is now engrossing — Very animated but 
very injudicious attacks have been made on our lower 
warehouses, which for this time we have parried. We 
have some imaginations not less heated than the last 
Assembly produced, as you will agree when you know 
that all those people whom the Statute Staple drove 

1 A. L. S. Virginia Historical Society, Lee Papers, IV. 121. 
A copy of this letter is among the Copies of Letters to Landon 
Carter ” in the Virginia Historical Society. 
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from this country, are forbidden, by a bill now in 
Committee of the whole house, to return here under 
penalty of being hanged; and so are all residents of 
this country however long since, who since the War 
have either resided within the teritories of Great 
Britain, or who residing here formerly have born arms 
against us in the late war ! You may be sure that this 
mad, murder working bill, will be properly pruned be- 
fore it passes into law, if any part of it should, so pass. 

The measure that I most apprehend mischief from, 
is the renewed attack of R° Morris for the 5 P- Cent 
impost, on imported goods of all kinds — With all 
the dangerous train of concealed circumstances, this 
system presents ease in paying taxes, and plausibility 
in other respects, that will be very apt to delude and 
take in those minds that trouble not themselves to in- 
vestigate consequences, or trace effects in their causes. 
Besides the danger to liberty that it threatens, I much 
fear that it will strangle our infant commerce in its 
birth, make us pay more than our proportion, and 
sacrifice this country to its northern brethren. There 
is talk of altering the Revenue law, but the particulars 
have not transpired — A Militia bill is ordered in, and 
one has already appeared for establishing Circuit courts, 
and also for funding all our debts — But whether these 
conceptions will ever issue into birth I cannot tell — 
Many of them will probably sleep with their Ancestors, 
the former projects in this way — If I could envy my 
friend anything it would be his happiness in being at 
home — For added to the other causes of complaint 
for being here, the noxious water & air of this filthy 
place, have deprived me of health for several days 
past — My respects to the Lady, & my best wishes 
for the family of Sabine Hall 

farewell. 
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TO [GENERAL WILLIAM WHIPPLE] i 

Chantilly in Vir. Pot. River I st July [1783.] 

My dear Friend, 

I was unfortunate enough to be from home, attend- 
ing our General Assembly, when Capt Palmer did me 
the honor to visit this place with your favor of April 
the 17 th , and the fish you were so kind as to send me. 
The Captains obliging manner of executing this busi- 
ness gives me a high idea of his polite attention, and 
was very pleasing to his family — I hope that Capt 
Palmer will favor me again with his Company when he 
comes to this River, for I shall now be certainly 
more at home than the late tempestuous season per- 
mitted. It is very true that I much like your Fish, 
but it is also true that I receive it with infinitely more 
pleasure when it comes as a token of friendship from 
a Gentleman who I shall never cease to respect and 
esteem, whilst I live. For I am very sure that if my 
labors in the vineyard of Liberty have contributed to 
the glorious success of our Common Country, that yours 
have done none less so — And if the Friendships of 
the world being too often confedericies in vice or leagues 
of pleasure, are but short lived ; the duration of ours 
will be as certainly lasting as it is certainly founded on 
the certain principals of virtuous love for our Country. 
There is no Circumstance in life that would make me 
happier than to see you at Portsmouth and our old 
Friends in Boston. I hope to do so, if the necessary 
attention to a numerous family (for I have nine chil- 
dren) Does not prevent me. 

1 Transcript. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Langdon Collec- 
tion. Though the letter is not signed or addressed, it is evidently a 
reply to the letter from Whipple printed in R. H. Lee, Memoir of 
Richard Henry Lee , I. 238. 
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But will you suffer me to hope also that we shall see 
you here, for there is not a limb of my family but 
what will rejoice at it. What think you of the late 
address of Congress to the States on the subject of 5 
per cent impost ? 1 To me it seems, and I am sorry to 
be compelled to think so, too early and too strong an 
attempt to over leap those fences , 2 established by the 
Confederation to secure the liberties of the respective 
States. Where the possession of power creates as it 
too frequently does, a thirst for more, plausible argu- 
ments are seldom wanting to persuade acquiescence. 
Thus the excellent plan of the Confederation which 
leaves the apportioned sum “ to be laid and levied by 
the authority of the Legislature of the several States 
&c ,J is to be gradually sapped and the all important 
power of the purse, vested (under arguments, some 
only of which are plausible) in an Aristocratic Assembly. 
For, give the purse, & the sword will follow, and with 
these the wheel of rotation so much relied on, will 
presently be trashed, to use the phrase of Mr. Har- 
rington, and that liberty which we love and now 
deserve, will become an empty Name. Let us be 
cautious how we introduce such radical defects into our 
system, as may furnish the most distant pretext for 
foreign troops to interpose in favor of Government 
against the people , as hath lately happened in Geneva ! 
So long as the question shall be for increasing the 
power of Congress, I would answer with the change of 
a word only, as the discerning men of old did, when 
the Imperial Law was proposed to be introduced upon 
the ruins of the Common Law. “Nolumus leges 
Confederationis mutare. ,> 

1 Whipple’s answer, September 15, 1783, favoring the impost, is 
printed in R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 1 13. 

2 The portion of the letter from this point to the end is from a copy 
of an extract in Harvard University Library, Sparks Mss., LII. ii. 
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The General Assembly of this State adjourned the 
other day, without adopting the plan of Congress pro- 
posed in the address. But in their Law for appro- 
priating the Public revenue, they have appropriated 
from the Land & Slave Taxes 400,000 Dollars annu- 
ally for the Treasury of the United States, which is 
the sum demanded of us by the address. 


TO [ARTHUR LEE] 1 

Chantilly July 6. 1783 

My dear Brother, 

When the first Continental ships of war were fitted 
out at Philadelphia under the command of Commo- 
dore Hopkins in the last of 1775 & the first of 177 6, 
the first object was, to surprise and take Lord Dun- 
more with his Associates then at Norfolk — To affect 
this purpose, the then Marine Committee desired me 
to write to Col? Harrison, then a Member of Congress 
sent to Baltimore for the purpose of executing some 
business relative to this naval expedition, to desire that 
he would procure and send to Philadelphia from Vir- 
ginia two pilots well acquainted with the navigation of 
the Chesapeake, and men who could be relied upon 
for their attachment to our cause — Col? Harrison 2 
(the now Governor) made application to Virginia 
accordingly, in consequence of which two of our best 
Bay pilots came up to Phil? soon after Christmas 1775 — 
Edward Cooper and W— Ballard were the men — 
After waiting some time in Phil? for our fleet to get in 
readiness, the arrival of the Liverpoole & the Roebuck 
into Chesapeak put an end to that expedition, and the 
Pilots were discharged, as they now say, without any 

1 A. L. S. University of Virginia, Lee Papers, No. 202. 

2 Benjamin Harrison. 
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pay — And they do at this time demand pay from the 
present Governor — We wish you to have enquiry 
made concerning this matter, and to get the men paid 
if they have not already been so — M? Matlack was at 
that time Clerk of the Marine Committee, and can 
inform where the books of that committee are, which 
will show the circumstance of these men being sent for 
& whether they were paid upon being discharged — 
It is not improbable that M* Timothy Matlack gave 
all these papers to his Successor Clerk of the Marine 
Committee — He was a M* Brown in my time, and 
being a man of business, he can readily search into this 
matter & see what was done — The pilots waited some 
time in Phik & as they say suffered in other respects 
by this journey — At all events, if they have not been 
paid, they ought to [be] reasonably compensated. I am 
not yet recovered from my Richmond indisposition 
but I am better, and hope that a proper attention to 
medicine and regimen will restore me quick. 

I am your Affectionate brother and friend. 

TO [JAMES MONROE] i 

Chantilly January 5* 1784 

Dear Sir, 

I have duly received the letter that you were pleased 
to favor me with on the 16- of december last, and I 
am very sensible of your kind sentiments respecting 
my health. I am indeed restored beyond my expecta- 
tions, but yet very far from being so circumstanced as 
to promise hopes of being soon in a state to venture 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Monroe Correspondence, VIII. 
819. A text with variations and omissions is printed in R. H. Lee, 
Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 222. Monroe’s letter to which 
this is an answer is printed under the erroneous date “ 1683,” ibid . , 
II. 221. 
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again on the stormy sea of politics & public business. 
Few, I believe, feel more sensibly than myself, how 
much our unhappy country suffers, and is likely to 
suffer from the want of those qualities, and such con- 
duct as is certainly indispensable to the success and 
wellbeing of Society. It would seem that such feel- 
ings are natural to a man who has the misfortune to see 
his country likely to loose those blessings of liberty 
that he has so long and so strenuously labored to secure 
for it. You do me much honor in asking my poor 
opinion concerning the great Congressional questions 
that are stated. They are of much consequence no 
doubt, and I heartily wish that they may finally receive 
proper determinations. You are perfectly right Sir in 
your observation concerning the consequence of a 
standing army— -that it has constantly terminated in 
the destruction of liberty — It has not only been con- 
stantly so, but I think it clear from the construction 
of human nature, that it will always be so — And it 
is realy unfortunate for human freedom, safety, and 
happiness, that so many plausible arguments are ever 
at hand to support a system which both reason & ex- 
perience prove to be productive of the greatest human 
evils, Slavery — But it may well be questioned, why, 
to avoid possible ills, should we adopt measures which 
in their nature produce the highest evil? The spirit 
of the 4^ section of the 6- h article of the Confederation 
plainly discourages the idea of standing army, by the 
special injunctions concerning a well regulated militia, 
which is indeed the best defence, and only proper 
security for a free people to venture upon. To guard 
our frontiers from Indian invasion, to prevent irregular 
settlements, and to secure the possessions of foreign 
powers from the encroachments of our people which 
may provoke foreign or indian wars ; seem to be the 
reasons assigned for the adoption of this mischief work- 
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ing system, a standing military force. But surely it 
is the business of other powers to secure their own 
possessions and punish the violators of them — And it 
would be as new as it would be improper to keep a 
standing army to prevent the encroachments of our 
own citizens upon foreign states — it will ever be suf- 
ficient to disavow such proceedings and to give 
the Culprits up to justice, or punish them our- 
selves. As to the protection of our own frontiers, it 
would seem best to leave it to the people themselves, 
as hath ever been the case, and if at any time the 
frontier men should be too hard pressed, they may be 
assisted by the midland militia. This will always 
secure to us a hardy set of men on the frontiers, used 
to arms, and ready to assist against invasions on other 
parts. Whereas, if they are protected by regulars, 
security will necessarily produce inattention to arms, 
and the whole of our people becoming disused to War, 
render the Curse of a standing army Necessary. In 
this light the Indians may be considered as a useful 
people, as it is surely fortunate for a free community 
to be under some necessity of keeping the whole body 
acquainted with the use of Arms. 

Should the fear of Indians in some measure check 
the settlement of that country, in [it] can be no incon- 
venience to a people already inhabiting much too 
thinly the land they possess. Irregular Settlers, I 
think may be kept away by timely and judicious 
proclamations of Congress forbidding such settlements 
and declaring that no Titles shall ever be given to 
such settlers, and perhaps also, by having a few persons 
near the Scene authorised to give notice of this to all 
Goers there upon their first appearance. If at last the 
horrid evil of a standing army must be encounterd, it 
is clear to me that such forces had better be placed in 
fortifications judiciously chosen to give protection to 
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our own commerce & that of foreigners. But I must 
confess that I would infinitely rather see this last 
valuable purpose effected by the more safe, and more 
effectual measure of a Navy, which I sincerely hope 
will be the constant unremitting object of Congressional 
attention. And both the building and manning of 
this Navy, should be, as much as possible, diffused 
throughout the 13 States. With respect to Trade its 
combinations are so many and so various, that it is not 
easy to say much with propriety on that subject has- 
tily — One sentiment respecting it admits not of much 
doubt — it is, that the free nature & genius of com- 
merce abhors and shuns restraint, and that in young 
commercial States, to embarrass Trade with heavy 
imposts or other clogs, is effectually to demolish it. 
How grieviously do I lament that this is fully & 
fatally the case in our unfortunate country. In our 
actual circumstances it is difficult to meet and check 
effectually the illiberal commercial conduct of European 
States, which seems to be by counter and similar 
restraints — but the want of men and vessels for the 
purpose of our own transportation renders this difficult 
if not impossible at present. A wise attention to the 
raising of Seamen and building of Ships may in time 
cause those States to repent their selfish policy. It 
appears to me that Congress would do well to recom- 
mend strongly to the different Legislatures the adop- 
tion of every legal means and encouragement for raising 
Seamen — It is a most important object, and much, 
too much neglected. Do you not think that it would 
be well for Congress to regulate and bring to uniformity 
the business of weights and measures throughout the 
U. States, and also to establish a uniformity in the 
value of Coins of all sorts ? Our country in par- 
ticular is suffering great loss for want of the latter 
regulation. My respects, if you please, to your Col- 
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league Hardy and tell him that I shall be very 
happy to receive a line from him now & then when 
his leisure permits — I will thank you much for pro- 
curing for me the Constitutions of the respective 
States as they are collected & published in one pocket 
Volume. 

I am dear Sir, with much esteem and regard, your 
most obedient & very humble Servant. 

P.S. If the Danes & Dutch have not gone upon 
the plans of England & France to prohibit our bring- 
ing W. India produce home in our own bottoms — 
Will it not be well to try if these more liberal States 
can be prevailed with to establish Free ports in their 
Islands, thro which the trade both with the British & 
French Isles may be carried on to the entire defeating 
of their Selfish policy ? 


TO GEORGE TURBERVILLE, SENA 

Chantilly May 14, 1785 [1784] 

Dear Sir, 

When last you wrote to me, you supposed that if 
your Counter petition got to Richmond by the first of 
June it would be soon enough — 

My advice is, that you send it as soon as you can, 
because, it is not improbable but that the Assembly 
may go upon such business early, in which case you 
might be too late with your opposing petition. We 
will call at Pecatone, if possible, in our way to North- 
umberland the last of next week. We all here send 
love to Pecatone & I am dear Sir your affectionate 
relation. 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library ( Lenox Foundation), Ford 
Collection. Of “ Pecatone ,’ * Virginia. 
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TO [GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON ] 1 
Dear Sir, Chantilly July the 2 z 4 1784 

The letter that you did me the honor to write to 
me on the i 2 - h of June last, I did not receive until 
two days ago. I impute this to my having been obliged 
to leave the Assembly, by the ill state of my health, a 
fortnight before it was adjourned. 

The very great respect that I shall ever pay to your 
recommendations, would have been very sufficient to 
have procured my exertions in favor of 1 VP Paine, in- 
dependent of his great public merits in our revolution. 

I have a perfect knowledge of the extraordinary 
effects produced by that Gentlemans writings, effects 
of such an important nature, as would render it very 
unworthy of these States to let him suffer anywhere ; 
but it would be culpable indeed to permit it under 
their own eye, and within their own limits. I had not 
the good fortune to be present when M* Paines busi- 
ness was considered in the House of Delegates, or 
most certainly I should have exerted myself in his 
behalf. I have been told that a proposition in his 
favor miscarried from its being observed that he had 
shewn enmity to this State by having written a pamph- 
let injurious to our claim of Western Territory — It 
has ever appeared to me that this pamphlet was the 
consequence of M* Paines being himself imposed upon, 
and that it was rather the fault of the place than of the 
Man. 

This however, was but a trifle when compared with 
the great and essential services that his other writings 
have done for the United States. 

I am, with the most unfeigned esteem and regard, 
dear Sir Your most obedient and very humble Servant. 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LX VI. 
326. 
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TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN]! 

Trenton, io^ of November 1784 

My dear Cousin, 

I thank you for your care and punctuality in send- 
ing my Snuff, which I received in good order this 
morning. 

I also wish that you were acquainted with M? 
Hardy, because from similar possessions, I am sure 
you would have pleasure in the company of a Man of 
Talents and virtue. I wish you could have informed 
me that your mother was recovering her health and 
spirits again — We have not yet a Congress — perhaps 
it may be the next week before we get members 
enough. Strange insensibility this, to public duty ! 
You will greatly oblige me my dear Cousin by attend- 
ing to M* Hilkeimer now & then, to quicken as much 
as is prudent the sale of my horses — for the longer 
they remain unsold, the less probably will be the neat 
proceeds. When they are sold, and M* Helkeimer 
satisfied, I would have the ballance paid to the 
Coachmaker and his receipt taken expressing that it is 
for a Chair to be made by him for me. The hundred 
& 20 dollars that he demands with my old Chair to 
boot, is a high price, and demands on his part that he 
delivers to me a very complete Carriage, in every 
respect fitted for duration as far as consists with a rea- 
sonable neatness, and the Chair to have a moveable 
inside lining (over the Cloth) made of some handsome 
striped Manchester stuff The Trunk sufficiently 
large, lined with Green Bays and secured with a good 
lock & strong hinges. If you will inculcate this 
now & then, I shall probably have at least as good a 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. Thomas Lee Shippen was Lee’s 
nephew. 
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Chair, as the former one has been, by means of your 
worthy father & my good friend. As far as I can 
judge, from the conversation here, if Congress moves 
from this place, Philadelphia stands the fairest chance 
to be the seat of its future residence. 

Give my best love to your father, mother, & Sister — 
and when you see the old Gentleman, do not forget to 
let him know how sincerely I esteem him. 

God bless you, farewell. 

P.S. When the horses are sold, let me know, & 
for what. 


TO SAMUEL ADAMS 1 

Trenton in N. Jersey Novf 18. 1784 

My dear Sir, 

The same cause that deprived me of the pleasure of 
hearing from you sooner in answer to my former let- 
ter, has in great degree prevented me from sooner 
acknowledging the receipt of your favor of Sep* 23 d 
17 83 ; which I received in the following winter, when 
laboring under a long continued, severe illness, that 
had nearly ended my days. I thank God that I am 
now pretty well recovered. Insomuch, that I have 
been prevailed on, once more to take a seat in Congress ; 
my brothers three years having ended with this federal 
year. I am much grieved my dear friend, to observe 
the wonderful lassitude that prevails in public affairs. 
It is now eighteen days since Congress ought to have 
assembled here, and as yet we have but five States — 
It surprises me that these five are all Southern. None 
but the worthy Df Holten from your State being yet 
arrived from the eastward ; whence, formerly we used 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Samuel 
Adams Papers. 
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to derive most punctuality, alacrity, and judicious dis- 
patch of public business. Yet there are many subjects 
of great importance, that demand the speedy, temperate, 
wise, and firm discussion of Congress. We have seen 
here the late report of a Committee of the Privy Coun- 
cil in G. Britain upon the petition of the W. India 
planters and merchants, soliciting an open and liberal 
trade with these United States. In this report, all the 
illiberal & senseless principles of commerce that are 
scattered thro Lord Sheffields book, are taken up and 
recommended — The report was laid upon the Table 
of the House of Commons — But it seems that the Par- 
liament is prorogued without touching the subject of 
their Commerce with us. So that it remains on the old 
ground of proclamation, interdicting our trade with the 
B. West Indies, but thro the medium of British Ves- 
sels. It is not difficult for an attentive and diligent 
enquirer to discern the old Leaven working in the 
British councils. The same men still rule in secret, 
the same measures are wished to be practised upon — 
Nor does it signify much whether a Pitt or a North 
comes forward upon the Stage. The Nation too, like 
a strong, proud, & sullen Man angry from unexpected 
defeat, and imputing misfortunes to Casualties, would 
seem not averse to a second trial. I remember when 
once I detested the moderate character. At this mo- 
ment I think that moderation, wisdom, firmness, and 
attention, are the principles proper for our adoption : 
and highly becoming the dignity of our successful situa- 
tion. Being always prepared for the worst the best 
events will not be unpleasing. It is observable that 
great hopes are entertained beyond the water from the 
expectation of discord, disunion, & apathy on our part. 

I sincerely wish that they may be disappointed — We 
understand that Silas Deane & Arnold are in frequent 
conversation with the British Ministers — And it is 
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said that the 1 former composed part of the book adopted 
by Lord Sheffield. Indeed the principles of that book 
are precisely the same with those contained in one of 
M? Deanes intercepted letters in 1781. What kind of 
conduct are we to expect from G. Britain, when its 
councils are mixt with gall, and when the acrimony of 
blasted ambition and avarice is permitted to insinuate 
itself? 

I shall be extremely happy to be aided by your 
counsels during my residence in Congress — Our let- 
ters may, in this direct line of post, be secure — 
especially as the times are not so inquisitive as formerly. 
I beg that my best respects may be presented to Mr? 
Adams, and remember me, if you please, to Gen. 
Warren, to M 5 Gerry & M? Lovell. 

I am dear Sir most sincerely and affectionately your 
friend. 

Honorable Samuel Adams. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] 2 

Trenton, Novf 19. 1784 

My dear Cousin, 

This mornings post put into my possession your 
favor of the 17- instant, and I thank you for it with 
great sincerity. I am very happy to hear that M r 
Reed is in your delegation, and I should have been 
much more so, if your worthy father had been there 
likewise. It greatly smooths the rugged paths of poli- 
tics, to travel them with men of ability, integrity, and 
candor. We are as remote from having a Congress, as 
we were 19 days ago — with the southern delegates at 
Philadelphia and those of your State inclusive, we have 

1 The word “ latter ” is here erased. 

2 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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but Six States and a half represented. But one 
delegate as yet from the eastward, whence formerly 
proceeded the most industrious attention to public 
business — I do not like this lentor, this strange lassi- 
tude in those who are appointed to transact public 
affairs. I am here placed in the house of a Mr Howe, 
where I have a good warm bedchamber, and other 
conveniences to my satisfaction — The Streets of the 
Village in this rainy season, are most disagreeably wet 
& muddy — How long we shall remain here, it is not 
in my power to say — » Mr Wdolcot, one of the Com- 
missioners for the Indian treaties has come here with 
a Treaty concluded very satisfactorily with the Six 
nations. He says that the other two Commissioners 
are gone to Pittsburg to treat with the Western 
Indians, and he apprehends that they will accomplish 
their business on that quarter with facility — I am a 
good deal distressed about my horses — if they go to 
vendue, they will sell for nothing — if they remain 
unsold, they will eat more than they are worth — At 
this place I think they would not sell because here are 
so many for sale — If they were in Virginia, I should 
have no doubt of being able to sell the two for 40 or 
50 pounds — In this state of things I can devise no 
mode of proceeding but the following, which by your 
friendly offices may perhaps be accomplished — My 
namesake M 5 Lee of the Indian Queen, is a good 
natured, obliging person, and I understand that he has 
something to say with the Stage that goes to Virginia — 
But tho’ this last should not be the case his interpo- 
sition with Twining’s Stage may obtain what I want; 
which is, that my horses be received to work their 
way to Alexandria in Virginia so as not to injure them, 
but only to travel them reasonable distances at a time 
and giving them due rest & food — Which will at 
once save their Cavalry, and accomplish my purpose 
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of getting my horses to Virginia. At Alexandria they 
are to be delivered to Mr Fendall (with the inclosed 
letter) who lives about half a mile from the Town and 
is well known there. If Mr Lee will undertake the 
affair for me, I shall certainly succeed, & my horses 
will not be injured in going back — Which latter may 
happen by overdriving — not properly resting, & prop- 
erly feeding — Will you be so kind as try your talents 
at negotiation with Mr Lee — Julius Caesar shewd his 
ambition as much when he preferred being the first 
man in a small village to the second in Rome ; as when 
he grasped the Imperial purple. — So evidence may be 
given in small negotiations of superior fitness for great 
affairs — I will inclose you a letter for Mr Fendall to 
go with the Horses, upon a presumption that your ad- 
dress will be surely successful — lam glad to know that 
M r Quanier promises well, and I expect he will remem- 
ber that the promises of a Man of honor are sacred — 

Present my best love to your Father, Mother, & 
Sister — and when you see the Old Gentleman do not 
forget me with him — 

I am my dear Cousin your affectionate Uncle and 
sincere friend. 

Will Mr Hilkheimer be so kind as to have atten- 
tion paid to my horses backs while they stay — They 
sh d be put to Oats & dry hay 2 or 3 days before they 
Travel — 


TO GENERAL [GEORGE] WASHINGTON 1 

Trenton* New Jersey, November 20th, 1784. 

Dear Sir — I should sooner have done myself the 
honour of writing to you, if it had been in my power to 
have communicated any thing agreeable ; but I could 

1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 48. 
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only have informed you, that we had not, and that we 
cannot say when we shall have, members enough . to 
make a Congress ; as yet, we have but four states con- 
vened. This lassitude, in our public councils, must 
afflict our friends, and encourage the hopes of our 
trans-Atlantic foes, who look at us with an evil eye, 
Mr. Wolcott arrived here yesterday, with the treaty, 
made at fort Stanwix, with the Six Nations; and he 
informs us, that the other two commissioners have pro- 
ceeded to Pittsburg, to treat with the western tribes. 
He thinks, (from the satisfaction that appeared among 
some Shawanee chiefs, who were at Fort Stanwix,) that 
the commissioners will not find much difficulty in their 
treaty with the western nations. I have the honour to 
enclose you a copy of the northern treaty, and shall be 
happy to know your opinion of it. I understand, from 
Mr. Wolcott, that the commissioners of the United 
States met many difficulties, thrown in their way by New 
York, which they overcame, at last, by much firmness 
and perseverance. It is unfortunate when private 
views obstruct public measures, and more espe- 
cially when a state becomes opposed to the States ; 
because, it seems to confirm the predictions of those 
who wish us not well, and who cherish hopes from a 
discord arising from different interests. Colonel Mon- 
roe, of our delegation, who is lately returned from a 
tour to Montreal, Niagara, and Lake Erie, informs us, 
that he learnt, in his journey, that the western posts 
were to be detained from us ; and, that the reason as- 
signed, was, because of the conduct of New York and 
Virginia ; the former for pushing the law of confisca- 
tion beyond the terms of peace, and Virginia for not 
repealing the laws impeding the recovery of British 
debts. The governor of New York, told Colonel 
Monroe, that it was a mistaken charge upon them, for 
that they had not confiscated since the provisional arti- 
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cles; it is to be lamented, that any pretext should be 
furnished for injuring us in the essential manner that 
the detension of these posts will do. The Parliament, 
it seems, is prorogued, without touching the subject of 
their trade with us, although a committee of the privy 
council, upon the petition of the West India merchants 
and planters, had reported an approbation of all the 
silly, malignant principles of Lord Sheffield, respecting 
our trade with the British West Indies. This book of 
Lord Sheffield, has been very ably answered, by several 
writers, in Great Britain. My respects, if you please, 
to your lady ; I hope that she has recovered her health. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

General Washington, Mount Vernon. 


TO [JAMES MADISON] 1 

Trenton November 20. 1784 

Sir 

I wish it were in my powers to give you the satis- 
faction that I know it would afford you to be informed 
that Congress was assembled and proceeding well with 
the public business. Unfortunately, we have not yet 
a Congress, & altho twenty days are elapsed since the 
time appointed for its meeting, but 4 States have been 
convened. No doubt Col° Monroe has informed his 
Correspondents of the intelligence he received on his 
Tour to Montreal, Niagara & c that one reason as- 
sign’d for detaining the western posts from the United 
States was, because Virginia had not repealed her laws 
that impede the recovery of British debts. It is sin- 
cerely to be lamented that our State should be so 

X A. L. S. Library of Congress, Madison Papers, XIII. 139. 
A text with variations is printed in R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard 
Henry Lee , II. 50. 
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charged, and it is much to be wished that the advocates 
for retaining those laws w d . no longer insist upon fur- 
nishing pretext for detaining from the U. S. posses- 
sions of such capital importance to the Union as these 
posts are. I have the honor to inclose you a copy of 
the treaty lately made at Fort Stanwix with the six 
nations. It was brought here by Mr Wolcott, who 
informs us that the other two Commissioners were 
gone to Pittsburg to hold a treaty there with the west- 
ern nations — he apprehends (from the content that 
appeared at fort Stanwix among some Shawanese 
chiefs) that the commissioners will not find much diffi- 
culty in treating with the western Indians . 1 The 
accounts that we daily receive of the powerful emigra- 
tions from our State to Georgia, to North & South 
Carolina, & from the interior parts to Kentucki, are 
very alarming — The causes assigned are two — the 
desire of removing from heavy taxes, and the search 
after land. It certainly becomes our Legislature to 
consider this point with great attention, and to remove, 
or lessen the causes that effect the depopulation of the 
country. Do you not think Sir, that the Taxes might 
be considerably lessened by funding all our debts, 
both foreign and domestic — And then, by imposing 
such Taxes only as will most punctually pay the inter- 
est & sink the principal by very slow degrees 2 and for 
support of the civil list ? This would satisfy the public 
creditors, because the certainty of receiving the interest 
will render the principal vendible on good terms — It 
seems to me, that by this mode, the tax might be con- 
siderably lowerd from its present enormous height. 
I think that I may venture safely to say, that our 
Revenue, Certificate, and all other taxes, amount in 
the aggregate to a heavier taxation than prevails in any 

1 Substituted, for “ nations ’ 9 erased., 

2 The word tc only 99 is here erased. 
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part of the world ! Upon this circumstance, I find 
some British writers founding the hope of our depopu- 
lation. It surprised me a good deal that our last 
Assembly did not take up and adopt, for the ease of 
our fellow Citizens, the Facilities given by Congress in 
their Act of the 28— of April last. By this Act (which 
I understand is before the Assembly) one fourth of 
the federal demand against us, may be discharged with 
Certificates of interest for money loaned the U. S. or 
for interest on liquidated debts of the U. S. If these 
certificates were by law made receivable in the Revenue 
tax, it would certainly & considerably facilitate the pay- 
ment of that Tax. 

It seems that the parliament of G. Britain was pro- 
rogued without any thing being done respecting our 
Trade with them, altho a Committee of the privy 
Council, upon the petition of the W. India planters & 
merchants for a free trade between them & the U. S. 
had reported an approbation of all the silly, malign 
commercial restraints upon our trade with their W. 
India islands, that are to be found in Lord Sheffields 
book on the Commerce of the two countries. 

I have the honor to be, with much esteem and 
regard. Sir your most humble Servant. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPENp 

Trenton Nov 5 22<J 1784 

My dear Cousin, 

I wrote to you very fully by yesterdays post in 
answer to your favor of the 17-, and I beg your atten- 
tion to that letter. By the return of Col® Mercer 
you may, perhaps, be enabled to give me some account 
of your negotiation with M. r Lee, and whether my 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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horses can probably go to Virginia safely in the Stage. 
Will you be so kind as to get your Taylor (now be- 
come mine also) to procure for me a pattern of the 
very best black silk Net breeches — with Silk garters, 
proper buttons, sewing silk, and every material, lining 
excepted, (which I can get here,) necessary for making 
up the breeches. The Taylor from having seen me 
may well guess at the size 1 ? pattern that will fit me — 
Thighs long but not large — I wish the silk to be fine, 
stout, & strong — for I have seen some of these pat- 
terns that I would not give one Copper for. I will 
send the Taylor his money immediately on receiving 
his bill of cost, and thank him to boot for making a 
good choice of a Pattern. 1VP Barthol should make 
the breeches for me in preference to any other Man, 
if J were not apprehensive that having never measured 
me, he could not fit me, and I am very particular 
about my breeches — So that I must content myself 
with getting them made by an inferior hand here, as I 
am in present want. Col 1 Mercer will be so obliging 
as to bring up the parcel for me. 

My best love is presented to your father, mother, 
& Sister — Remember me to the old Gentleman, and 
to M- Blake. 

I am my dear Cousin Your most affectionate Uncle 
& friend. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] i 

Trenton November 24^ 1784 

My dear Nephew, 

Your very obliging attention to my affairs deserves, 
as it certainly receives, my best thanks. The horses, 
I find are in a good way of getting back to Virginia, 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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and I best like the Mode of their returning with the 
good [Gen] Aleman you mention, as promising less 
mischief to the[Ho] 1 rses — But, should they not be 
put to dry food a day or [two ] 1 at Mf Heilkeimers ? — 
Now for the Breeches — Oh the Breeches — I must 
have a pair of black breeches — they suit my years, 
my station ; and above all, they please my inclination. 
Plague on the fashion, it will be trenching on the 
plans of gravity, and disturbing its operations — But 
tho this same fashion will not suffer me to wear black 
Net Silk, perhaps it may permit black of some other 
kind — Consult my friend Mf De Bartholt upon this 
point — and since important points should not hastily 
be determined — that this may have the weight that 
wise deliberation may give it, I wish that my good 
brother your father and yourself may supervise Mf De 
Bartholt in this business. The question for consider- 
ation is shortly this — Will the fashion permit an old 
grave Member of Congress to wear black breeches ; 
it being remembered always that he means to accompany 
the black breeches with black Silk Stockings & white 
Shoe & Knee buckles — If this should be answered in 
the affirmative (which I very much hope) the next 
question is, what sort of black — for black Silk Net 
it cannot, must not be — Remember again, that except 
black cloth, black plush, or too thin black Silk — Any 
black Material that is Neat, genteel and warm, and 
durable will suit me — Must I add, fashionable — Let 
this last be as shall be tfhouPght proper in Council — 
Now my dear Cousin, [when ] 1 this weighty matter is 
determined — I will then thank Mf De Bartholt for 
sending me the Material resolved upon, with the apen- 
dages for making up as mentioned in my last, by the 
first safe opportunity — They may be put up in a small, 
close, & convenient package, so as not to be of incon- 

iMs. tom. 
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venient Carriage — Joeing apart, I realy want the 
Breeches very much — And will be obliged by your 
friendly attention to the subject — 

My love always attends the family — 
God bless you, farewell. 

P.S. I have sent a letter for my brother Arthur, 
which please to send only by a very safe & sure Con- 
veyance — 


TO [JAMES MADISON] 1 

Trenton November 26. 1784 

Dear Sir, 

I received your agreeable letter the day after mine 
of the 20- h instant had been dispatched. I thank you 
Sir for the very particular, and satisfactory information 
that you have favord me with. It is certainly com- 
fortable to know that the Legislature of our country is 
engaged in beneficial pursuits — for I conceive that the 
Gen. Assessment, and a wise digest of our militia laws 
are very important concerns ; the one to secure our 
peace, and the other our morals. Refiners may weave 
as fine a web of reason as they please, but the experi- 
ence of all times shews Religion to be the guardian of 
morals — And he must be a very inattentive observer 
in our Country, who does not see that avarice is ac- 
complishing the destruction of religion, for want of a 
legal obligation to contribute something to its support. 
The declaration of Rights, it seems to me, rather con- 
tends against forcing modes of faith and forms of wor- 
ship, than against compelling contribution for the 
support of religion in general. I fully agree with the 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Madison Papers, XIII. 140. A 
text of this letter with variations and omissions is printed in R. H. Lee, 
Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 51. 
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presbyterians, that true freedom embraces the Mahome- 
tan and the Gentoo as well as the Xn 1 religion and 
upon this liberal ground I hope our Assembly will 
conduct themselves. I believe there is no doubt but 
that the population of our country depends eminently 
upon our Revenue laws, they therefore, demand intense 
consideration. It is natural for men to fly from op- 
pression to ease, and whilst our taxes are extremely 
heavy, and North Carolina & Georgia pay little or no 
tax it is not to be wondered that so many of our people 
flock to these States & unfortunately they are carrying 
to Georgia & South Carolina the Cultivation of To- 
bacco. I do not mean by this, that we should suffer 
ill example to prevent us from honorably and punc- 
tually paying our debts. But I think that we may 
fairly practise here, as other Nations the most honest 
do — I mean exactly to pay the interest, and slowly to 
sink the principal. An attempt to do the latter too 
suddenly, will ruin, by depopulating, the country. 
The only mode appears to be, a funding of the whole 
debt, so as certainly to pay the interest, and slowly the 
principal. Cannot a sinking fund be brought to bear 
upon the latter, by throwing all overflowings of taxes 
into a Reservoir for gathering interest upon interest ? 
I suppose that at all events, the facilities offerd by Con- 
gress in their Act of the 28 i h of April last will be 
among the amendments to the Revenue law this Ses- 
sion. 

The people have certainly sufferd much hitherto 
by not knowing in season what taxes are lawfully de- 
mandable from them — For want of this information, 
numbers are compelled to submit to the extortion and 
abuses of Collectors. The Treasurer used formerly 
to publish annually in the papers what were to be the 
Taxes of the year, and this practise was then very use- 

1 Christian. 
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ful — But at present, the dispersion of newspapers is 
so uncertain, that information thro that channel would 
reach but few. A Statement from the Treasury printed 
in the way of Hand bills, to be put up at the Court 
Houses & churches, might perhaps furnish the requisite 
information, & save the people from extensive abuse. 
I am very happy to know, for the honor of our coun- 
try, that there is a probability of the impeding laws 
being again taken under deliberation. What I wrote 
to you in my last upon this subject, is a most serious 
consideration, and the inclosed paragraphs, taken from 
a late paper, will shew you how quickly the fame of 
our proceedings travels, and the effect likely to be 
produced upon our Commerce ! 

By the 5- article of the Confederation, the annual 
meeting of Congress is to be on the first Monday in 
November, and by an Act establishing one yearly 
meeting of the Assembly on the third monday in Octo- 
ber ; you will see Sir, that there is very little proba- 
bility of Virginia being represented in Congress for 
some time after its federal day of meeting. So that it 
becomes necessary to consider this matter. I suppose 
that either the Assemblies time of meeting must be 
altered, or the Delegates for the ensuing federal year 
be chosen this present Session. We have not yet 
made a Congress but we have some reason to expect 
eight States on Monday next. I understand that Spain 
means to insist upon the exclusive navigation of the 
Mississippi, which will render the exploring our west- 
ern waters of the greater importance. 

I am dear Sir, with great esteem and regard Your 
most obedient and very humble Servant. 

P.S. If the election of Counsellors is not over, may I 
be permitted to suggest what I realy believe will im- 
prove and fortify the counsels of that Board — It is, 
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that Major Gen. Gates be appointed a Member of it — 
He has a pretty good estate in Berkeley, is a single 
Man & therefore not withheld from due attendance by 
domestic considerations — But above all, he is a Man 
of great worth, solid judgement, and sound Attachments 
to America. — A propos — It is by many here sug- 
gested as a very necessary Step for Congress to take — 
The calling upon the States to form a Convention 
for the Sole purpose of revising the Confederation 
so far as to enable Congress to execute with more 
energy, effect, & vigor the powers assigned it, than it 
appears by experience that they can do under the pres- 
ent state of things — It has been observed, why do 
not Congress recommend the necessary alterations to 
the States as is proposed in the Confederation ? The 
friends to Convention answer — It has been already 
done in some instances, but in vain. It is proposed to 
let Congress go on in the mean time as usual — I shall 
be glad of your opinion on this point, it being a very 
important one. 

TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] i 

Trenton Dec? 3? 1784. 

My dear Cousin, 

I have received your kind letter of the 28- ult? 
with the materials for breeches, all in good order, and 
I return you & the Council my very grateful acknowl- 
edgements — But how has it nappened that Mr de 
Barthold has omitted to say what I owe him for these 
materials — Men of address in his way can find means 
* to signify such things without giving offence. It is 
unlucky that my letter missed the favorable opportu- 
nity of going by Col? Johnston — But since it is so, 

1 A. L. Shippen Collection. 
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be so good as retain the letter until an opportunity 
equally good shall offer. I rely very much upon your 
goodness to contrive my horses back to Alexandria 
for me as quickly as possible, but why have you lost 
sight of the sending them by the Stage, if my friend 
Lee will interest himself about them ? I do most sin- 
cerely wish that the old Gentleman could be prevailed, 
on to come to Congress — Wisdom & firmness will 
not hurt that honorable body, wise as it is — 

My best love always attend the family 
God bless you 
farewell — 


TO THE MARQUIS [DE] LA FAYETTE i 

Trenton Decem£ 1 1 " 1784 

The Marquis La Fayette 
My dear Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose you a letter for the 
Minister plenipotentiary of the United States, at the 
court of his most Christian Majesty, which covers a 
letter to our great and good Ally, a copy of which I 
have also the pleasure to enclose for your satisfaction. — 
I assure you my dear friend that I feel myself 
singularly happy in observing the unanimous disposi- 
tion that prevails in Congress to promote your glory, 
for I do most sincerely wish you every felicity that 
this world can afford. 

I am, with unfeigned esteem and regard. My dear 
Sir, 

Your affectionate friend. 

1 Copy. Library of Congress, Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, XVI. 315. 
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[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO THE AMERI- 
CAN MINISTER TO FRANCE i 

[RICHARD HENRY LEE] [BENJAMIN FRANKLIN] 

Trenton Decern! n' f 1784 

The Hon ble 

Benjamin Franklin Esq- 

Minister plenipotentiary from the 
United States of America to his most Christian Majesty 

Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency; a 
packet for his most Christian Majesty containing a let- 
ter from Congress to that Monarch, recommending an 
able and active friend the Marquis la Fayette to his 
royal favour. The Marquis’s former and recent ser- 
vices to America, deserve and have secured to him the 
warmest Attachments of these United States. 

I have the honor to be with Sentiments of the high- 
est respect and esteem, Sir, 

Your Excellency’s 

Most Obedient & very humble 
Servant. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPENp 

Trenton dec? 13. 1784 

My dear Cousin, 

I replied to your kind letter conveying the materials 
for the breeches very soon after I received it — Since 

1 Copy. library of Congress, Papers of the Continental Congress 
(Letters of the Presidents of Congress), XVI. 315. This letter was 
evidently inclosed in the preceding letter. Lee was elected President 
of Congress November 30,1784. 

2 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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that I have not had the pleasure of hearing from you. 
The affairs of this world are wonderful thro-out 
their whole Ramifications — but I would not interrupt 
your improving studies by calling your attention to any 
subject less interesting — 

As a matter of mere information I may inform you 
that upon a question to remove the Session of Con- 
gress from hence it was not determined in the affirma- 
tive. 

My best love always attends your house — farewell. 
Are my horses gone to Virginia? 


[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO THE POST 
MASTER AT NEW YORK 1 

RICHARD HENRY LEE 


Trenton December 14" 1784 

The Post Master at New York 
Sir, 

I am directed by Congress to desire that [you] will 
immediately on the receipt of this, yourself deliver the 
enclosed packet to the Marquis de La Fayette who is 
now in New York with design to sail to-morrow — 
The business requires punctuality and dispatch, there- 
fore you will please loose no time in delivering the 
packet. 

I am Sir, your most humble Servant. 

1 Copy. library of Congress, Papers of the Continental Congress, 
XVI. 316. 
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[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO THE MARQUIS 
[DE] LA FAYETTE i 

RICHARD HENRY LEE 


Trenton Decern? 14" 1784 

The Marquis La Fayette 
Sir, 

In the name of Congress I am to request that you 
will be so kind as to deliver the enclosed letter to the 
Minister plenipotentiary of the United States at your 
Court, as soon after your arrival as may be convenient. 

• I heartily wish you my dear Marquis a pleasant 
Voyage and that you may find everything to make 
you happy on your Arrival in France. 

I have the honor to be with Sentiments of the truest 
esteem and regard 

dear Sir, 

Your affectionate friend and Obedient Servant. 


[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO BENJAMIN 
FRANKLIN 2 


RICHARD HENRY LEE 


Trenton DecemI 14" 1784 

His Excellency 

Benjamin Franklin Esq2 

Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency a 
resolve of Congress passed this Day, the arrival of 
which in due season to prevent the signing of the con- 

1 Copy. Library of Congress, Papers of the Continental Congress, 
XVI. 316. 

2 Ibid. 
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vention alluded to, until an Opportunity of recon- 
sidering it in full Congress may be had, will be very 
agreeable to that Body — 

I have the honor to be with the highest esteem and 
regard, Sir, 

Your Excellency’s 

Most Obedient Servant. 


[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO WILLIAM 
DUERi 

RICHARD HENRY LEE 

Trenton Decemf 14", 1784 

William Duer Esq- 
Sir, 

Your letter of the io- h Inst, was this day received 
and laid before Congress — no immediate Order was 
taken upon it, if I may be permitted a conjecture, I 
would suppose that the enclosed resolve upon the sub- 
ject of your letter was considered as the sense of Con- 
gress on that point — Should this not correspond with 
your idea, you will please to signify your opinion upon 
that point in a subsequent letter. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble Servant. 

TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] 2 

Trenton decern? 15, 1784 

Mv dear Cousin 

Your very kind congratulations on my appointment 
have, as they deserve, my cordial thanks; and it is the 
more grateful to me, since I find that my success oper- 

1 Copy. Library of Congress, Papers of the Continental Congress, 
XVI. 317. 

2 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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ates on your mind as an incentive to still greater 
exertions on your part to fit yourself for great em- 
ployments. That will to me be a more valuable 1 
good than any other that I expect to derive from my 
present honorable post. I am happy even in the con- 
templation of the satisfaction that I shall receive from 
seeing your father & yourself here in the course of the 
winter — Suffer me now to turn your attention to the 
affair of my Horses, and permit me to request your 
friendly aid in the disposal of them — Whether it be 
to sell them in Phil* or to send them to Virginia — At 
Alexandria the two will sell for £35, or 40 pounds our 
money — but how to get them there is the question. 
I believe from what you write, that the Stage will not 
do — Is it then possible, by the favor of the Post 
Master General to get them on by the Post upon my 
paying for their feeding as they go, and to the persons 
who convey them for their trouble in carrying them & 
taking care of them ? If that plan fails, would it 
do to send the Presidents Coachman who is now at 
Philadelphia & who will not be wanting here probably 
in 10 or 12 days, at my private expence to carry them 
to M r Fendalls near Alexandria, and return in the 
Stage after delivering them — the propriety of this last 
mode depends much on calculation — the expence of 
his going with the two horses to Alexandria & return- 
ing by Stage will be at least £ 6 — or £j which, sup- 
posing the horses to sell afterwards for £3$ will reduce 
their value to £2$ — 

Then the question will be, wont the two sell even at 
auction in Phil? for £28 — if they will the trouble of 
sending may be avoided. In fact I had rather take 
£23 our money for the two than be at any further 
trouble & expence about them — If it should be 
thought advisable to send them to Virginia under all 

1 The two preceding words are substituted for “ greater ” erased. 
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the difficulties attending the business — You are 
already in possession of a letter from me to Ml Fen- 
dall to be carried with the horses. Whichever way 
you determine will please me, but of all the .Modes I 
like that plan the least which proposes to send the 
Coachman with them — If Ml Hazard, or the next 
principal Manager of the post would send a ticket to 
the different postmasters, they would impress on each 
Postrider the propriety of taking care of the horses. 

It will give me much content to know that this busi- 
ness is well settled. Ml Heilkeimer is a very know- 
ing man in these affairs, he can advise well, and I 
should suppose that if he would take a little pains 
might sell them reasonably — I will readily pay him 
& thank him for his trouble — 

My best love to the family, and my sincerest wishes for 
your health and prosperity — God bless you, farewell. 
Late at night & in much haste. 


TO [THE] GOVERNOR [OF VIRGINIA] 1 * * * * 

[PATRICK] HENRY 

Trenton, Dec. 18, 1784- 

Dear Sir, 

We are placed now, I think, pretty nearly in the 
same political relation under which our former corre- 
spondence was conducted ; if it shall prove as agreeable 
to you to revive it, as you were then pleased to say it 
was to continue it, I shall be happy in contributing 
my part. The intelligence from hence cannot now be 
so interesting as formerly, because important events 

l From the text printed in William Wirt Henry, Patrick Henry, 

III, 247. A text of this same letter with unimportant variations and 

addressed to “ Hon. E. Pendleton / Virginia ’ 9 is printed in R, H. 

Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 53. 
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can be expected to occur but seldom in these times. 
It is, however, not unpleasant to know how things are 
going, and likely to go, in the world ; that part of it at 
least in which we are in any manner interested. The 
courts of Spain and London do not seem to be upon 
such cordial principles with the United States as we 
might wish, the former seeming to be intent upon 
possessing, with a strong hand, the exclusive naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi, and the latter has actually en- 
croached already upon our peace boundary on the river 
St. Croix, and they detain the western posts ; assigning, 
for reason, that we have violated the peace by riot 
repealing the laws that impede the recovery of British 
debts ; the court of London seems also willing to 
injure its own possessions in the West Indies, rather 
than not wound our commerce with British Isles. 
Much of this mischief arises from the want of a proper 
understanding of each other, and from the active 
industry and acrimonious misinformation that the 
exiled tories and refugees are constantly inculcating 
and asserting, without much danger of contradiction in 
having the truth fairly displayed. A well informed 
gentleman, in our ministry abroad, therefore, lately 
wrote us, that we could much better have dealt with 
these people among ourselves, than we can counteract 
the evils now resulting from their conduct abroad. 
This temper of the two courts will, however, produce 
the necessity of sending to each a well informed proper 
minister to negotiate commencing difficulties, and 
thereby prevent the evils of renewed war. It seems 
yet to be a matter of much doubt, whether the impe- 
rial determination to open up the long closed navigation 
of the Scheldt, and restoring Antwerp to its former 
splendour as a commercial city, will not light up a 
general war upon the continent of Europe. I hope 
that our dispute with Great Britain may be previously 
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settled. Our commissioners have concluded a peace 
with the six nations, and are now on their way to 
Cayahoga, on Lake Erie, to meet the western nations 
and to make a treaty with them also. I present you 
the compliments of the approaching season and assure 
you that 

I am with great regard and esteem, Dear Sir, 

Your Most obedient and very humble Servant, 

To Gov r Henry. 


THE PRESIDENT OF ‘CONGRESS TO [THE GOV- 
ERNOR OF VIRGINIA] 1 

RICHARD HENRY LEE PATRICK HENRY 

Trenton December 24^ 1784 

Sir 

I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency an 
ordinance of Congress passed yesterday for fixing the 
permanent and temporary residence of that body. 

1 The text is from a copy made by the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington. The original could not be located in the Virginia State 
Library. Signed by Lee as “ P.” [President]. 

A transcript of the circular letter sent to the governors of the States 
is in the Library of Congress, Papers of the Continental Congress, 
XVI. 318, and is as follows : 

Circular Trenton Decern! 2^ 1784 

Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency an Ordinance of 
Congress passed yesterday for fixing, the permanent and temporary 
residence of that body. 

With sentiments of great regard and esteem, I have the honor to be. 
Sir, 

Your Excellency’s 

Most Obedient Servant 
Richard Henry Lee” 

In the letters for New Hampshire, Connecticut, Delaware, Mary- 
land Sc Georgia, the following was added : “ I am desired by Con- 
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With Sentiments of great regard and esteem I have 
the honor to be Sir your Excellencys Most obedient 
Servant. 

His Excellency 

Patrick Henry Esq' 


[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO [GEORGE 
WASHINGTON] 1 

RICHARD HENRY LEE 

Trenton december 26 ? 1784 

Dear Sir, 

I had the honor to receive your obliging letter, of 
the 14* instant, seven days after its date; and I thank 
you Sir for its friendly contents and sensible communi- 
cations. Your ideas concerning the western country 
are wise and just. They will certainly have great 
weight when that business shall be discussed in Con- 
gress : and that will probably be the case soon after 
we know the success of our commissioners at Cayahoga. 

Much time hath been taken up in debate upon the 
permanent and temporary residence of Congress, and 
finally it is determined that the former shall be on the 
banks of the Delaware, not exceeding eight miles above 
or below this place, and on either side of the river that 
may be fixt upon by commissioners to be appointed for 
the purpose of superintending the foederal buildings. 
New York is to be the temporary residence, and Con- 
gress stands now adjourned to meet in that City on 

gress to request that you will be pleased to urge the Delegates from 
your State to repair to Congress as speedily as possible, to the end that 
the very important business now under consideration may receive the 
fullest, earliest and most mature deliberation. ,, 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LX VI. 
350. A text of this letter with variations is printed in R. H. Lee, 
Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 54. ' 
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the ii* of January next — when I hope that we shall 
diligently put forward the public business. Spain 
seems determined to possess the exclusive navigation 
of the Mississippi, which, with the bickerings that 
appear already on that quarter, will oblige Congress to 
send an able Minister to Madrid. And one also to 
the Court of London, that we may, if possible, nego- 
tiate commencing differences, before they have pro- 
ceeded too far. The western Posts are with-held, and 
an encroachment already made on our north-eastern 
boundary. An ambiguity in the Treaty arising from 
there being two rivers named Croix that empty into 
Passamaquady Bay has encouraged the British to settle 
the country between them — thus determining in their 
own favor the right to an extensive and valuable 
country — The fact is, that the eastermost of these 
rivers is the true S' Croix, the same name having been 
of late date only, applied to the westermost of these 
waters. The very unfriendly commercial principles 
entertained by the B. Ministry and the disputes con- 
cerning debts and removed Negroes, are points of 
consequence also ; which together form a field for able 
and ample negotiation. 

The Marquis Fayette had embarked for Europe 
before the letter for him that you enclosed came to my 
hands. I should be glad to know your pleasure con- 
cerning it — whether I am to send it on to France 
after him, or return it to you ? 

My respectful compliments attend your Lady, and 
wishing you and her the compliments of the season ; 
I am, with very great esteem and regard, dear Sir your 
most obedient and very humble Servant. 
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[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO [JAMES 
MADISON]i 

RICHARD HENRY LEE 

Trenton dec! 27. 1784 

Dear Sir, 

Your favor of the 1 1? 12 reached me ten days after its 
date and after the post had gone out for that week, so 
that I fear this letter will not get to Richm? before the 
adjournment. The proceedings of last Assembly re- 
specting B. debts have not yet been before Congress, 
because they have not arrived at this place — It seems 
that they were deposited in M! Hardys Trunk which 
a variety of accidents have prevented him from getting 
brought here before the adjournment of Congress, 
which took place on the 24-^ They have determined 
to make New York the place of their temporary resi- 
dence, & the permanent one is to be on the banks of 
Delaware within 8 miles of this place, where the foed- 
eral buildings are to be erected as soon as possible — 
The new Congress meets on the first Monday in 
Nov! annually — Now it is plain that since the meet- 
ing of our Assembly is not until late in October, and 
as they seldom convene until long after the stipulated 
time, there is no probability of Virginia being repre- 
sented for a considerable time after the foederal time 
appointed — North Carolina in the same situation, and 
to avoid the inconvenience has already sent forward 
her choice of Delegates for 1786 to take their seats on 
the 2? monday in Nov! 1785 — The Confederation 
says, to meet ON i* tS Monday, yet the Credentials of 
most States, & ours among the number, has it From 

1 A. L. Library of Congress > Madison Papers, XIV. 3. 

2 This letter is printed in R. H, Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry 
Lee , II. 218. 

3 Substituted for the figure C( 2 ” erased 
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the i? Monday, which inaccuracy has caused some 
debates in Congress and is fitted to exclude Members 
for one day, and thereby, in some instances may be 
productive of inconvenience — this should be alter’d 
in our next form. I think the Assize law will improve 
much the dispensation of Justice in our Country, a 
thing devoutly to be wished — I am very apprehensive 
that a war with the Southern Indians will take place — 
Land Speculators, & Spanish jealousy will probably 
force it on, before our treaty with them can take place. 

We have such momentous concerns with the two 
courts of Madrid & London, that we shall be obliged 
to send special Ministers to each of them, or else a war 
may be the consequence of neglect. Mf Madison has 
been nominated for Spain, and is much approved by 
the Southern States — The conversation concerning a 
Continental Convention has ceased for some time, so 
that perhaps it may not be revived again. The pointed 
manner in which Spain insists upon the exclusive navi- 
gation of Mississippi renders it of more important con- 
sequence to explore & improve the navigation of the 
waters running thro our States. In a few days I pro- 
ceed for N. York, having given a little time 1 for fit- 
ting a Presidents House there — The Members of 
Congress, except two or 3, are already departed for 
N. York & Philadelphia. 2 

TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPENp 
My dear Cousin, Trenton dec' 29* 1784 

I am very greatly obliged to you for your favor of 
the 24— instant and for your care of the horses — I 

1 Substituted for “ few days 99 erased. 

2 The space of about five lines including the signature is here cut 
out and the Ms. patched. 

3 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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hope they will arrive safe and in good order. If 
M* Harrison is not disappointed, he will pay you 
eight pounds 4/6 for M* de Barth olts demand and for 
the 14 dollars due on account of transporting the 
horses. Your worthy father has given me reason to 
hope for his company here a few days before I go to 
N. York (which will be next Wednesday) and when he 
comes, let me entreat that you may accompany him — 
I keep a fine Saddle of Yenison for you — My best 
love to him, to my dear Sister & Cousin Livingston — 

God bless you, farewell. 

H dol? ^5.5.0 
Taylors bill f 
for breeches ( 2.19.6 

H 8.4.6 

[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO [GENERAL 
GEORGE WASHINGTON]! 

New York Jany io. 1785 

Dear Sir, 

I had the honor of writing to you last by the post 
that left Trenton just before I quitted that place, and I 
should not so soon have troubled you again, if it were 
not to furnish you with the very excellent pamphlet 
that accompanies this letter — Doctor Price has lately 
sent over a few of those pamphlets to the President of 
Congress and left the disposal of them to him — I am 
very sure that I shall gratify the Doctors feelings as 
well as my own, when I request your acceptance of 
one of them — 

We have no news here, except the account, brot by 
the packet from England just arrived, and which is 
current in Town — That the war between the Emperor 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LX VII. 17. 
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& Holland has certainly commenced A small engage- 
ment, near Lille upon the Scheldt, has taken place, in 
which a Dutch regiment is said to have lost 20 or 30 
Men — Prussia is said to have taken part with Hol- 
land, & the Empress of Russia with the Emperor — 
It is probable that this quarrel, if it proceeds, will 
embroil the greatest part of Europe — I hope Great 
Britain will find herself compelled to engage. 

My best respects attend your Lady. I am dear Sir, 
with the truest esteem & regard sincerely yours. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPENR 

New York JanY 17. 1785 

How has it happened that My dear Cousin hath not 
yet informed me how he and his companion the good 
Doctor escaped the perils of that dreadful frost that 
enveloped all nature when they left Trenton. I sup- 
pose that contemplating the Belles of Philadelphia 
kept the heart in such vigorous motion as to coun- 
teract all the severity of winter — 

I have twice seen my sweet little Cousin Peggy 
Livinston since my arrival here — She is very pretty 
and very chatty, & loves her Uncle mightily — She 
promises to come to see me often when I get in the 
Presidents House, which will be this week, having 
hired M~ Franklins house in the street where little 
Peggy lives — 

It is a very elegant House, and provided with every 
accommodation — I think that little Peggy is very 
much like her picture in your fathers House — 

M r . De Barthold has by this time I suppose rigged 
me out in such a manner as to convert the old Presi- 
dent into a young Beau — Very well, if for the good 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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of my Country I must be a Beau, why I will be a 
Beau — Col? Monroe is returned, and is now in this 
City, & so is Col? Spaight, so that I shall probably 
not get my clothes soon unless the kind Doctor is so 
good as to bring them — 

My best love attends your father, Mother & Sister — 
God bless you — farewell. 


TO THE MINISTER FROM THE NETHERLANDS TO 
THE UNITED STATES * 

[peter] van berckel 

New York, January 20, 1785. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to send your excellency two 
letters that came under cover from France. ’Tis with 
pleasure I learn from Mr. Adams, that it is probable 
the negotiations of this winter may prevent the prog- 
ress of hostilities in the spring, between the United 
Netherlands, and the emperor. And also that the 
spirits of your countrymen suffer no dejection, but 
that on the contrary, they are with much diligence 
and wisdom composing party quarrels, and preparing 
for the defence of the republic. Be so good as to 
present my compliments to your son, and be assured 
that I am, with every sentiment of esteem and regard 
sir, your excellency’s most obedient servant, 

His Excellency Mr. Van Backle, 

Minister Plenipotentiary from the 
United Netherlands. 

1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee> II, 55. 
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TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPENji 

N. York 20* Jan' 1785 

My dear Cousin — 

I am very thankful for your attention to my clothes 
which arrived safe yesterday. Having not yet tried 
them on, I cannot say how they may fit — I observe 
that the price is much higher than you supposed, for 
I think that you said yours cost 10 or 11 pounds — 
Mr. de Barthold is a man of honor and he can account 
for this difference — I do every day expect remittances 
from Virginia, and when they come, I shall take the 
earliest opportunity of sending Ml De Barthold his 
money. 

My Secretary Harrison tells me that the Country 
people bring to your Market for sale fine Yarn Socks — 
You will oblige me much by procuring and sending 
me two pair of such Socks — fine yarn, white, and for 
a Small foot as mine is very small when stripped. 
Those worsted Socks that I got at Phil* are so thin 
and low sided that I shall be in danger of getting cold 
if I wear them in winter after having been used to fine 
Yarn Socks and so high sided as to embrace the ancles. 

I have been unlucky with my horses notwithstand- 
ing all my care — Hilkeimers bill with all the other 
demands will come to near / 20 — however there is no 
helping it — I have not yet got into my House, but I 
have hired a very spacious and elegant one, where I 
shall be very happy to see you & your worthy father — 
The people here are very hospitable and kind I as- 
sure you — If it is in my power to serve your friend 
Cutting, I will do it with much pleasure upon your 
knowledge and opinion of him — My best love always 
attends the family — I am my dear Cousin Yours 
sincerely & affectionately. 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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I shall thank M r De Barthold for preserving for me 
Six small buttons & as many large ones like those on 
my new Clothes, for I fear by their looks that they 
will want replacing sometimes. 


THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO [THE GOV- 
ERNOR OF VIRGINIA] 1 

RICHARD HENRY LEE PATRICK HENRY 

New York Jan 21st 1785 

Sir, 

I have the Honor to enclose to your Excellency 
some late communications from the ministers pleni- 
potentiary of these United States at Paris, together 
with an act of Congress on that subject. Much in- 
convenience to the American Ministers abroad being 
apprehended from improper publications of their letters, 
hath induced Congress to desire that these informa- 
tions may be kept from the public eye. The precarious 
State of our public credit abroad is so powerfully ex- 
pressed in these letters as to render a comment un- 
necessary. 

They prove incontestably the necessity of immediate, 
vigorous measures for supplying the treasury of the 
United States, that justice may be punctually done to 
those excellent friends who assisted us in the day of 
our distress. Your enlightened legislature, sir, will 
see the close connection that subsists between national 
safety and national faith, that the loss of the latter will 
ever have the most malignant effects upon the former. 

The Congress request that your Excellency will lay 
these communications before the general assembly of 

1 From the text printed in William Wirt Henry, Patrick Henry , 
IH. 271. Signed by Lee as t€ P.” [President]. 
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your state with the act of Congress respecting them. 
I have the honor to be with sentiments of the truest 
esteem and regard Sir, Your Excellency's most obedient 
and very humble servant. 

His Excellency Patrick Henry Esq. 


[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO JOHN 
RUTLEDGE i 


RICHARD HENRY LEE 

New York Jany 24 " 1785 

The Honorable 

John Rutledge Esq 5 

Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose you an Act of Congress 
for forming a foederal Court to determine a controversy, 
respecting territory, that subsists between the States of 
Massachusets and New York. The future concord 
and happiness of the United States depends so emi- 
nently upon the wise and early settlement of such dis- 
putes that both Congress and the Parties will be well 
pleased to find this court a full one, by the acceptance 
of all the Judges appointed to form it. 

I have the honor to be with the highest esteem and 
regard 

Sir, your Most Obedient and very humble 
Servant. 

1 Copy. Library of Congress, Papers of the Continental Congress* 
XVI. 320. 
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[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO [STATE 
GOVERNORS] * 


RICHARD HENRY LEE 
Circular. 


New York January 1785 


Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency 
some late communications from the Ministers pleni- 
potentiary of these United States a[t] Paris, together 
with an Act of Congress on that subject — Much in- 
convenience to the American Ministers abroad, being 
apprehended from improper publications of their letters, 
hath induced Congress to desire that these informa- 
tions may be kept from the public Eye — The pre- 
carious state of our public credit abroad is so power- 
fully expressed in these letters as to render a comment 
unnecessary — They proove incontestably the necessity 
of immediate, vigorous measures for supplying the 
Treasury of the United States, that justice may be 
punctually done to those excellent friends who assisted 
us in the day of our distress — Your enlightened 
Legislature Sir will see the close connection that sub- 
sists between National safety and National faith — that 
the loss of the latter will ever have the most malignant 
effects upon the former. — The Congress request that 
your Excellency will lay these communications before 
the general Assembly of your State, with the Act of 
Congress respecting them. 

I have the honor to be with sentiments of the truest 
esteem and regard. Sir, 

Your Excellency’s 

Most Obedient & very 
humble Servant. 


1 Copy. 
XVI. 319. 


Library of Congress, Papers of the Continental Congress, 
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[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO DOCTOR 
BENJAMIN RUSH i 

RICHARD HENRY LEE 

New York Febr 6. 1785 

Sir, 

I have received the letter that you did me the honor 
to write to me on the 16- of last month, and I lost no 
time in presenting to Congress the petition of the 
Trustees of Dickinson College — The petition was re- 
ferred to the consideration of a Committee, but as yet 
no report has been made upon it. 

Informing the minds of youth, is an object of such 
essential consequence to the well being of society, that 
I hope this proposition will meet with no difficulty ; 
and it is a purpose so benevolent as well to deserve 
your fostering care and attention — lam particularly 
obliged to you Sir for your polite and friendly con- 
gratulation on my appointment to the Chair of Congress. 
I have the honor to be Sir 
Your most obedient and very humble Servant. 

TO [DOCTOR WILLIAM SHIPPEN, JR.] 2 

N. York 7* Febr 1785 

My Dear Sir, 

I am very happy to i[nform] 3 you that your friend 
D- Arthufr Lee] 3 settled his affair with Congress [to 
his ?] 3 entire satisfaction — My love [if you ?] 3 please, 
to my excellent Nephe[w & tell ?] 3 him that altho my 

1 A. L. S. Ridgway Library, Rush Correspondence, XLI. Pt. 1 . 1 1 2. 
Addressed to him * ‘ in /Philadelphia / /R. H. Lee.” Endorsed , (c Rich d 

H Lee — / President of Congress, /letter on the Subject/of the public 
buildings /for the College.” 

2 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 

3 Margin of the Ms. torn away. 
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finances, for want of remittances in this severe Sea- 
son, prevents me from presently remitting to Ml De 
Barthold his money, that it shall not be neglected 
when my remittances shall come — My love to you all — 
God bless you & farewell. 


[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO [GENERAL 
GEORGE WASHINGTON] i 

RICHARD HENRY LEE 

New York, febv 14* J 785 

Dear Sir, 

In reply to your favor of december the 14* I had 
the honor to write you from Trenton, and I mentioned 
an enclosed letter from you for the Marquis Fayette, 
which coming to hand after the Marquis had sailed, I 
wished to know your pleasure, whether I should for- 
ward it to France or return it to you — I have not 
been honored with your commands upon that point. 
Soon after my arrival in this city, I sent you one of the 
few pamphlets addressed to the President of Congress 
by Doctor Price — it will give me pleasure to know 
that you have received it. The commissioners for 
treating with the western Indians did yesterday present 
to Congress the Treaty that they have made with the 
Wyandots, Delawares &c. A. copy of the Treaty I 
have now the honor to enclose you. The Shawanese, 
you observe, are not there — it seems that persons, 
disaffected to us, prevented them from meeting the 
Commissioners. 

The Wyandots being stated as their superiors, may 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LXVII. 
69. A text of this letter with variations and lacking the postscript is 
printed in R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee, II. 56. For 
Washington’s reply, see ibid., II. 32. 
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perhaps prevent any mischief from the Shawanese not 
being included in this Treaty — 

Another Treaty will be held with the more South- 
ern Indians in the spring or first of the Summer — 
The policy, seems to be a good one, of enclosing as it 
were, the Indian nations within our acknowledged 
territory — It will probably tend to civilize them 
sooner, and by preventing intrigues with them, render 
them more certainly our friends. 

The Court of Spain has appointed M? Gardoque 
their Charge des affaires to the United States, and we 
have reason soon to expect his arrival — We are to ap- 
prehend a very firm ostensible demand from him, of the 
exclusive navigation of the Mississippi. His secret 
orders touching an Ulterior agreement may be another 
thing. 

Time and wise negotiation will unfold this very im- 
portant matter, and I hope may secure to the U.S. 
and those Individual States concerned, the great ad- 
vantages that will be derived from a free navigation of 
that river. 

My respects, if you please, to your Lady, whose 
health I hope is perfectly reestablished. 

I have the honor to be, with the truest respect and 
esteem, Sir your most obedient and very humble 
Servant. 

P.S. I was honored with your favor of the 8 th of 
feb? with its enclosures after the above letter was 
written — 

I will shortly reply to its contents, and your letter 
for the Marquis shall be forwarded to France — 
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TO THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA 

[PATRICK] HENRY 

Dear Sir, New York > Febr ^ ar 7 1 7 %S 

Your favor of December 2 9th, has just now been 
put into my hands, together with the printed papers 
that you were pleased to send me, but I have not yet 
had the pleasure of finding Colonel Grayson here. I 
do sincerely wish to see my country flourish and be 
happy, so that if by any means in my power, I can 
contribute to this most desirable end, I shall certainly 
exert myself. No time or circumstance can ever force 
from my mind, the sincere affections that I entertain 
for the original friends to the just rights of America, 
whose wise and firm perseverance has secured to the 
United States at last the blessings, without which there 
is little difference between men and brutes. The ill 
state of health that I contracted at Richmond in May 
1783, still afflicts me, which, added to the business and 
the ceremony of my present office 3 afflicts me much, 
and must necessarily prevent me from such frequent 
communications as otherwise I should undoubtedly 
make. With respect to official intelligence from Eu- 
rope, we have none of great consequence ; Mr. Adams 
thinks, that the negotiations of this winter will properly 
accommodate the difference between the emperor and 
the United Netherlands, and our charge des affairs at 
Madrid, informs us that the court of Spain has ap- 
pointed Mr. Gardoque to come here as their minister, 
and we expect him daily. His purpose is to treat of 

1 From the text in William Wirt Henry, Patrick Henry , III. 277. 
A text with minor variations is printed in R. H. Lee, Memoir of 
Richard Henry Lee, II. 56. 

2 Probably an error for January. See William Wirt Henry, Patrick 
Henry, III. 265, 277 n. 

3 President of Congress. 
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commerce, and territorial limits. Our ministers at 
Paris are generally proposing treaties of amity and 
commerce with all the European commercial powers, 
and they receive answers very civil, but as yet no 
treaties formed, except such as you have seen notified 
from Congress. As you have been pleased to desire 
my reflections upon the state of affairs, I will give them 
freely, as they appear to me. The courts with which 
we are most immediately concerned, are Spain, Eng- 
land, France and Holland ; the two first because we 
bordef- on them, and because we have with each most 
pressing difficulty; the two last, because we are in- 
debted to them both on the score of money lent, and 
friendship in other ways conferred. Spain is proud, 
and extremely jealous of our approximation to her 
South American territory, and fearing the example of 
our ascendency upon that country, is grasping forever 
at more territory, by way of security ; and hoping to 
derive benefit to her system, from our want of system, 
our discord and inattention. Hence we may expect 
from Mr. Gardoque, an apparent firm demand of the 
exclusive navigation of the Mississippi, with some 
tempting commercial offers to procure our assent to 
the loss of this very valuable navigation. But proba- 
bly the apprehension of a quarrel with us, and the 
effect of it upon their South American possessions, 
may secure to us, if we are wise and firm, the free 
navigation to be finally agreed to by Spain. With 
Great Britain, our difficulties will be greater ; equally 
proud with Spain, and much more powerful, with fewer 
reasons to fear a rupture with us, and more to hope 
from a successful one ; she remains sullen after defeat 
and seeming to wish for just provocation to renew the 
combat. The passions of states and of individuals are 
not very different ; for what are the former, but a com- 
pound of individuals, and of course carrying into the 

332 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 

composition those leading principles that characterize the 
parts. In private life a wise and fortunate victor, over 
great strength, would, in all his conduct with the van- 
quished show a respectful civility, avoiding every display 
of supposed superiority, and carefully shunning every 
appearance of giving cause for fresh offence. It seems 
to me that if the conduct of America had been founded 
on such principles, our magnanimity must have been 
confessed, and that the seeds of future discord would 
not have been so effectually sown as I fear they are. 
Both countries have been to blame, and transgressions 
against the terms of peace were on each side coeval, so 
that whilst we charged them with removing the slaves 
from New York, they pointed to the violence with 
which their friends were every where treated, with the 
detention of their debts, and with actions here brought 
against those who possessed houses in this city whilst 
it was in their power by the fortune of war. This 
again is followed by their detention of the western 
posts, by their encroachments on our north-eastern 
boundary about St Croix, and by their unfriendly in- 
terruption of our commerce, and lately by arresting 
in London a merchant of Philadelphia for debt, be- 
cause his privateer had taken during the war a vessel 
belonging to the complainant. This is an unpleasant 
state of things, and if temper and wisdom are not em- 
ployed on both sides, it is not difficult to foresee a re- 
newed rupture ere long. The principles of republics 
being virtuous, and their conduct therefore squaring 
with justice, they rather negotiate difficulties than fight 
them. Monarchies depend too much upon the ultima 
ratio regum . When we have acted fully up to our 
principle, we shall be upon strong ground to combat 
theirs. But the cause of virtue, without proper means 
to support it, must often fail. These considerations 
lead me to wish most sincerely that my country may 
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quickly cease to give the smallest cause for just offence, 
and that our rulers would engrave upon their minds 
the wisdom of the inscription upon the arsenal of Berne 
in Switzerland — “That people happy are, who, dur- 
ing peace, prepare the necessary stores for war.” 

It is in vain for us to expect this from the United 
States — to be secure each state must provide amply 
for itself; and whenever Great Britain shall find us 
just, temperate and prepared, she will be extremely 
cautious of hostile aggressions, or of unjust treatment 
of us. If this reasoning be right, how will your excel- 
lency’s administration be marked for wisdom, if effect- 
ual attention be paid to the collection and preservation 
of military stores. I have here been informed, by an 
officer of rank in the continental artillery at the sur- 
render of York, that several pieces of our artillery 
were retaken from the enemy, and that they are now 
at Philadelphia ; it deserves to be considered, whether 
these are not subject to be returned to us upon demand 
of the State ; there were also several pieces of our 
artillery thrown into Pamunkey river, near New Castle, 
in 1781, and some other pieces fixed in the ground 
and in vain attempted to be destroyed by the enemy. 
Baron Steuben lately sent us the enclosed letter, which 
I have now the honour to transmit ; his published plan 
is only an outline, but the details by which that plan 
is to be executed he professes himself willing to com- 
municate, when the state of Virginia shall call upon 
him, for them. The sum of this, (I fear, too long 
digression, upon our relative situation with Great 
Britain,) is, that being secure of having done right, we 
should be fully prepared to meet aggressions from that 
quarter; a sentiment founded upon an attentive con- 
sideration of the correspondence between the British 
generals, during the late war, by which it is not diffi- 
cult to discover that experience had instructed them 
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in this truth, that a war against the United States had 
better be pushed in full force at first against Virginia. 
I have before observed to your Excellency, that Mr. 
Adams thought we might expect a compromise between 
Holland and the Emperor, from the negotiations of 
this winter ; it is certain that every influence of France 
will be used to effect the compromise for reasons very 
obvious ; but, whilst the Emperor demands as prelimi- 
nary, that the Scheldt shall be opened, and Holland 
as peremtorily says, that it must not, it remains possi- 
ble, but not probable, that an accommodation may take 
place : if it does not, the powers on the continent will 
be engaged in a most expensive war, whilst, as it 
seems, Great Britain will remain neuter, and by peace, 
preparing herself for war, render her hostile views 
more dangerous to us. The apprehension of this 
difficulty on the part of our friends, has probably pro- 
duced the strong intimations that we must be exact 
in the payment of our interest upon the foreign loans ; 
and the same reason does indeed call upon the United 
States, in the strongest sense, to be punctual in their 
payments, that those who have assisted us in the day 
of our distress, may not suffer for their generosity. 

The attention of Congress, has been applied to our 
western concerns, as your Excellency will see by the 
treaties made with the Six Nations, and the Western 
Indians. In the latter, the Shawanese are not in- 
cluded, but their being prevented by some active 
British emissary, from coming to the latter treaty, will 
probably not be attended with ill consequences, as they 
are very much under the control of the Six Nations, 
and of the Wyandots, their powerful neighbours. 
The spring will open further treaties with the more 
southern tribes north-west of the Ohio, and also on 
the south-eastern side, upon ours, and the frontiers of 
North and South Carolina and Georgia. 
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Judging from myself, I suppose your excellency 
will be tired with the length of this letter, and if you 
will pardon it, I promise you that I will not again 
transgress in the same manner. I have the honour to 
be, with sentiments of esteem, respect, and regard, sir, 
your Excellency’s most obt serv’t. 

His Excellency, Gov. Henry. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] i 

New York feby 17. 1785 

My dear Cousin — 

Your favor of the 15- instant I reef this day, and I 
delivered the enclosed Almanac to M* Hardy who 
returns you his thanks. Col 1 Livingston delivered 
me your letter immediately on his arrival in this City, 
and I should certainly have answered it long before 
now, if I had not been prevented by ill health, and 
great pressure of business. You need not doubt my 
affectionate attention to you, and I rely upon your 
goodness always to attribute my silence to good rea- 
sons. I am from all parts of the U. S. written to in 
my private capacity, so that I am at this moment at 
least 20 letters in arrear to my correspondents — To 
answer them all punctually would at once destroy my 
health, and prevent all attention to public business. I 
do assure you, that the business, and the ceremonies 
of my office, are too much for my feeble state of 
health — In your letter with my Cloths you state the 
Taylors bill at ^15. 4. 6 — Journeyman 7/6 Package 
7/6 and additional expence of conveying my horses 
to Virginia ^3.10. making in the whole ^19. 9. 6 — 
My Wilson has promised me to take charge of this 
money for you, so that I shall send you by him 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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eleven guineas and a french crown, making ^19. 13. 4 
which will be a ballance in my favor of 3/ 10, which 
may perhaps pay for the Socks. I pray you my 
dear Sir not to forget my Gun & Sword that I left 
under your care — The first to be cleaned, and the 
lock to be put in order and prevented from falling 
at half bent — I wished to know the expence of refit- 
ting the Sword — After you left Trenton I saw a Stock 
buckle in my Ink stand, and enquired about it — it 
was not known to whom it belonged, but I have 
remembrance of directing care to be taken of it, altho 
I have totally forgotten what was done with it, and I 
now cannot find or hear anything about it — If it 
should be found I will certainly take good care of it 
for you. 

I have received (and answered) a letter from our 
friend M? F. Corbin — My best affections never fail 
to attend your father & his family 

I am my dear Nephew your sincerely affectionate. 


TO THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN* 

New York 22 feby 1785 

My dear Cousin, 

By favor of M? Prager our common friend, I send 
you eleven guineas and a french crown, which will pay 
M* de Barthold and the ballance of my horses, and 
leave a few shillings for the [S]ocks — At Trenton I 
gave my dear Nephew a Memorandum of a large 
dressed hide proper for covering the Top and repairing 
the Sides of our Charriot — I shall be happy to know 
that this small commission is executed. Being in haste, 
I have only time to present my best love to the family, 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. Addressed, lt TEo? Lee Sbippen 
Esq*/in /Philadelphia j /honored by/M? Prager.” 
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it would be unnecessary to assure you that I am sin- 
cerely and affectionately yours. 

[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO [GENERAL 
GEORGE WASHINGTON]! 

RICHARD HENRY LEE 

New York feb? 27i h 1785 

Dear Sir, 

I am now to thank you for the letter that you did 
me the honor to write to me on the 8 th of this month, 
and which I received on the 17^ with the enclosures. 

Sir James Jay had mentioned the plan of Lady 
Huntingdon to me, previous to the receipt of your 
letter, and at the same time that your packet reached 
me, there came one to Congress from Governor Henry 
with her Ladyships letter and plan enclosed, which the 
Governor strongly recommended: It was presently 
observed that the terms upon which lands had been 
ceded to the United States did not leave it in the power 
of Congress to dispose of them for any purpose but for 
paying the debts of the public by a full and fair sale of 
all the ceded lands — It was indeed remarked, that those 
religious people whom her Ladyship had in prospect 
to transplant & fix on our frontier were remarkable in 
the late war for an unanimous and bitter enmity to the 
American cause, and as such might form a dangerous 
settlement at so great a distance, contiguous to the 
Indians, & easily accessible to Canada. Especially in 
the present very unfriendly temper of mind that we 
now 1 2 suppose the British nation possesses with respect 
to us. It was therefore ordered that Governor Henry’s 
letter with the enclosures should be filed, but nothing 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LXV. 267. 

2 The word “ know” had been written here, but the letter “k” 
is erased and “suppose” is inserted above the line. 
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more done in the affair — Finding this, I concluded it 
not necessary to shew your letter, either publickly or 
privately — I have therefore returned to you. Lady 
Huntingdon^] packet. It appears to me, that Georgia 
is the most likely State in the Union to close with her 
Ladyship, if the latter argument mentioned in Congress 
should not prevent it. I am sorry to hear that you 
are so interrupted by applications that ought not to be 
made — I hope however that you will not suffer them 
so to prevent your necessary exercise, as to injure your 
health. 

The investigating and opening our western naviga- 
tion is an object of great importance and well worthy 
of your patronage — I believe, as I hope, that it will 
be found by experience to be of great utility both to 
the public and to the private adventurers. Very little 
has yet been done in Congress respecting the Western 
Country — but a very full discussion of that business 
will soon come on, when it is to be expected that our 
affairs in that quarter will be put under better regula- 
tion than hitherto they have been. The mischiefs that 
experience & reason both join in proving to flow from 
the Sessions of Congress being held in our large Citys, 
produced the necessity of determining on some place 
of easy retirement for the federal government, and the 
unhappy neglect of attendance on the part of the South- 
ern States has furnished an opportunity for a Majority 
in Congress to fix on a spot too excentric — 

My wishes would have been to have gone further 
south, but of two evils it was best to choose the least, 
and therefore we thought it better to fix somewhere in 
retirement than to continue wandering, or to fix in the 
midst of dissipation. 

We had but just determined upon sending a Minister 
to the Court of London (M* John Adams) when this 
day 2 8^ febT, we receive a letter from our Commis- 
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sioners for making treaties &? at Paris, the copy of a 
letter from the Duke of Dorset, Minister from London 
to Versailles, to our Ministers, in answer to a proposi- 
tion from them for making a treaty of Commerce with 
G. Britain & for settling other points of difficulty aris- 
ing from the late peace — In which his Grace declares 
the determination of his Court to be ready to settle all 
these affairs upon terms of equal & lasting good to 
both countries whensoever the U. States shall send to 
their Court a Minister properly authorized for the 
business — This looks well at least — and we shall 
shortly make the experiment of their sincerity — The 
King of Prussia thinks that there will be no war be- 
tween the Emperor & Holland, and indeed it does 
now seem probable that his judgement will prove 
right — I have sent the letter you committed to my., 
care for the Marquis on to France by the packet. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest esteem and 
regard dear Sir Your most obedient & very humble 
Servant. 


TO THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN i 

New York March 3 d 1785 

I have made such effectual inquiry after my dear 
Cousins stock buckle, that I have found it and safely 
deliverd it to my brother A. Lee. The world has 
assigned to you politeness equal to the good sense that 
distinguishes you — By what strange fatality then has 
it happened, that the concerns of a Lady have been 
neglected by you ? I learn from Chantilly that a 
young Lady of that place had a pair of Set Shoe 
buckles committed to your care by her brother Thof 
Lee some years ago to get repaired — And that to this 
day the workman has not made the necessary repara- 
L. S. Sliippen Collection, 
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tion ! I thought that the Tradesmen in Philadelphia 
were more punctual — but this fellow has taken the 
advantage of your engagements in law study to neglect 
this business, which he would not have dared to do, if 
your piercing eye had been upon him — 

Will you be pleased to recollect this matter and 
inform me in what Train it is — I suppose that our 
good friend M* Prager has delivered you the Guineas 
that I sent by him — 

How proceeds the Leather covering for the Top 
& Sides of my Chariot, or have you yet met with an 
opportunity of sending it to Virginia ? In the month 
of April, I suppose the Chair- Maker will commence 
his operation upon my most elegant, and strong, and 
every way complete Chair — Trunk, Box &c — I 
rely a good deal upon yours & my good friend the 
Doctors admonitions to the Artist, that he may be 
induced to exert his honest art most fully upon this 
little Machine — My Gun and Sword cannot forget 
that they are under your protection, and much want 
repair — God knows when I shall get away from this 
place, but I know, that if your Worthy father would 
honor me with his company here that the best Cham- 
paign should be plentifully at his call — God bless you 
and the whole family prays sincerely my dear Cousin 
Your affectionate Uncle & friend. 

TO [SAMUEL ADAMS] 

New York March 14. 1785 — 

My dear Sir, 

Your favors (for I am always favored when you are 
pleased to write to me) by M r Walker of the 9 th , and 

1 L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Samuel 
Adams Papers. A text with variations is printed in R. H. Lee, 
Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 60. 
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by Captain Landais of the 10 th of December were duly 
delivered to me by those gentlemen, and without loss 
of time I laid them before Congress — Their applica- 
tions have been referred to very good Committees, so 
that there is reason to expect that these Gentlemen will 
receive just and satisfactory determinations from Con- 
gress. Your very friendly and sensible letter of the 
23- of the same month deserves my sincerest thanks 
and approbation, which with great cordiality I present 
to you. — My ill health (with much business and the 
necessary attention to the ceremonies of my office) 
prevents me from being so punctual a correspondent 
as I wish to be — but I well know that your goodness 
will excuse me — It is the part of a friend to advise, 
and of a well disposed mind to profit from good coun- 
sel. I shall certainly endeavor to benefit from your 
judicious sentiments. Very much it is to be wished 
that all who are in authority, discerned with you that 
the eyes of the world are upon us, that great expecta- 
tions are formed from great beginings, and that wisdom 
and virtue can alone satisfy such just expectations. It 
is however much too correspondent with human nature 
to exult <c beyond measure,” and thereby to neglect 
those duties that better sentiments ought to inspire. 
To this cause may perhaps be attributed much of the 
inattention and violence that have too generally taken 
place since the preliminary articles were made known 
to us. Whether in public or in private life it seems 
most becoming wise men in the time of victory and 
success, to practice the virtues of Magnanimity and 
Justice, to avoid the display of irascible passions, by 
effectually “burying the hatchet” as our Aborigines 
express the idea. Without this philosophic temper, 
what would become of mankind governed as they too 
generally are by Tyrants whose caprice forceth Nations 
into War? Endless carnage and evil without bounds 
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must be the result. The philanthropy that I revere 
and admire in your character must revolt at the con- 
templation of it. And I think that the Christian 
philosophy, in tenderness for human infirmities 
strongly inculcates principles of mutual forgiveness 
and benevolence. These reflections have been created 
in my mind by that kind of exultation “ beyond meas- 
ure,” which you so wisely deprecate, and which I have 
- seen so much to prevail as to injure in my idea that 
greatness of character, which had dignified America in 
her resistence to British Tyranny. For I am not dis- 
posed to admit Revenge as a just plea for such extrav- 
agancies, altho a well judged system of measured 
politics may be admissible. The selfishness and cor- 
ruption of Europe I have no doubt about, and there- 
fore wish most sincerely that our free Republics may 
not suffer themselves to be changed and wrongly 
wrought upon by the corrupt maxims of policy that 
pervade European Councils — where artful and refined 
plausibility is forever called in to aid the most perni- 
cious designs. It would seem as if there were a 
general jealosy beyond the water, of the powerful 
effects to be derived from Republican virtue here, and 
so we hear a constant cry from thence, echoed & re- 
echoed here by all Expectants from the Treasury of 
the United States — That Congress must have more 
power — That we cannot be secure & happy until 
Congress command implicitly both purse & sword. 
So that our confederation must be perpetually chang- 
ing to answer sinister views in the greater part, until 
every fence is thrown down that was designed to 
protect & cover the rights of Mankind. It is a 
melancholy consideration that many wise & good men 
have, some how or other, fallen in with these ruinous 
opinions. I think Sir that the first maxim of a man 
who loves liberty should be, never to grant to Rulers 
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an atom of power that is not most clearly & indispen- 
sably necessary for the safety and well being of Society. 
To say that these Rulers are revocable, and holding 
their places during pleasure may not be supposed to 
design evil for self-aggrandizement, is affirming what I 
cannot easily admit. Look to history and see how 
often the liberties of mankind have been opressed & 
ruined by the same delusive hopes & falacious reason- 
ing. The fact is, that power poisons the mind of its 
possessor and aids him to remove the shackles that 
restrain itself. To be sure, all things human must 
partake of human infirmity, and therefore the Con- 
federation should not be presumptuously called an 
infallible system for all times and all situations — but 
tho* this is true, yet as it is a great and fundamental 
system of Union & Security, no change should be 
admitted until proved to be necessary by the fairest 
fullest & most mature experience. Upon these princi- 
ples I have ever been opposed to the 5 P Cent im- 
posts, My idea is still that of the Confederation, Fix 
the sum, apportion it & let every State by its own 
means, and in its own way faithfully & honestly make 
its payment. That the now federal mode of appor- 
tionment is productive of delay, of great expence, and 
still liable to frequent change, is certain. And there- 
fore I see no inconvenience in so far altering the Con- 
federation as to make the Rule of Apportionment lie 
upon the numbers as stated in the recommendation of 
Congress upon that Subject. But I can never agree 
that this Body shall dictate the mode of Taxation, or 
that the collection shall in any manner be subject to 
Congressional controul. It is said that this will more 
effectually secure the Revenue — But how so? if a 
spirit prevails to neglect a duty imposed by the Con- 
federation, may not the same spirit render abortive at 
any time Acts passed for granting the Impost ? Be- 
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sides that we are depending for the payment of our 
debts upon uncertainty, when the most certain reve- 
nues of the State ought to be appropriated for that 
purpose. Whilst every good man wishes great punc- 
tuality to prevail in the payment of debts, he must at 
the same time condemn and discourage large importa- 
tions which impoverish by increasing the balance of 
trade against us. So that from this system we are to 
expect our greatest good from our greatest evil. A 
good physician will tell you that contrary indications of 
cure threaten danger to human life, and by a just parity 
of reason, contrary indications threaten danger to the 
Political body. But happily for us, our political 
disease admits of simple remedies for its cure, if rightly 
judged of, and wisely practised upon. Let it be there- 
fore the effort of every Patriot to encourage a punctual 
payment of each State’s quota of the foederal demand, 
and let the money be found in ways most agreable 
to the circumstances of every State. This is the plan 
of the Confederation, and this I own will be mine, 
until more satisfactory experience has proved its in- 
efficacy. — 

A word more upon the point of our just wishes to 
be detached from 1 European politics* and European 
vices, of course I wish it most sincerely. But unfor- 
tunately Great Britain is upon our Northern quarter 
and Spain upon the Southern. We are therefore 
compelled to mix with their Councils in order to be 
guarded against their ill designs. I am very happy 
to hear from my friend M r Lovell that you are in 
health and spirits, and that you still delight to speak 
of politics. There is nothing in this life that would 
give me more happiness than to see & converse with 
you in Boston — but Alas ! I fear that my poor state 
of health will deny me this pleasure — yet at all times 

1 The word the 99 is here erased. 
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and in every place, I shall be dear Sir your most 
affec te friend. 


TO [SAMUEL ADAMS] i 

New York April the 7* 1 785 

My much valued friends letter of March the 24* 
was this day delivered to me, but not by Mf Kirk- 
land or Col? Allan, it came from our Door-keeper who 
told me that it had been pickt up on Long Island. 
I received it however, with that true content that your 
letters always bring with them — You have certainly 
done me justice when you have taken me for an Un- 
changing Friend. I endeavored not to take up friend- 
ships lightly, and therefore I am not capable of lightly 
laying them down — But in this case, I am much too 
sensible of the honor done me by your friendship not 
to wish most sincerely for its continuance. And the 
true reason for want of punctuality in writing, I as- 
signed to you in my letter of March 14* last. The 
reasons there assigned will, I hope, secure for me your 
pardon for having employed an Amanuensis (my 
Nephew Shippen) upon that letter. 

Your recommendation of Mess” Kirkland & Allen 
are very sufficient to procure for them my utmost 
favor — Have you observe [d] that I have personal 
knowledge of the deserts recommended — I have, but 
it was not necessary when I reflected who it was that 
recommended — 

I hope that we have gained your approbation by 
sending our Patriot friend Mi J. Adams Minister to 
London. I hope also for good things from that Mis- 

1 L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Samuel 
Adams Papers. Endorsed, “Letter from R. H. Lee Es — /April 
1785.*’ 
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sion. Spain seems mal-affected to us, but as she has 
a commencing dispute with Great Britain about the 
Musquetto Shore, perhaps we may find in her Minis- 
ter, expected here this month, a more accommodating 
Spirit concerning the Mississippi than has yet ap- 
peared. I am, with sincerest sentiments of esteem. 
My dear Sir your affectionate friend. 

My best wishes attend M” Adams. 


TO [JOHN ADAMS] i 

New York April 14 1785 

My dear Sir. 

The desire of paying my respects to an old and ex- 
cellent friend compels me under all the pressures of ill 
health and much business, to avail myself of Col- 
Smith’s secure conveyance to take up my pen. It is 
long since I have written to you, but much longer since 
I have had the honor of hearing from you, and I am 
perfectly satisfied that both these effects have been 
produced by causes not fairly within our controul — 
perhaps the same obstructions may not prevail here- 
after and if they do not I shall be happy. Whilst I 
congratulate you on being appointed sole Minister to 
so eminent a Court as that of London I cannot help 
congratulating my Country at the same time, for the 
just expectations that may be formed from the wis- 
dom, patriotism, and diligence of its Minister. The 
untoward circumstances in which both countries are 
found to be placed, may have arisen from a neglect of 
decent and proper respect having been heretofore paid to 
each other — and if so, this advance on our part, may 
lead to the establishment of better conduct and hap- 

1 Adams Papers. Copy from the original supplied through the 
courtesy of Mr. Charles Francis Adams. 
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pier consequences. That it may be so, may God of 
his infinite mercy, grant. So far, I think that I pray 
devoutly for the honorable success of your Mission — 
Col. Smith can give you so accurate a state of things 
here that it seems not necessary for me to enlarge on 
them — but with respect to this Gentleman, and his 
appointment, permit me to observe, that his estab- 
lished reputation is that of a Man of honor, of sense, 
and of very tried attachment to the success of our 
Union His appointment (I mean the office) seems 
as far as I have been able to investigate it, from a wish 
to show respect to the Court of London by an exact 
observance of all forms in such cases practised. 

I believe that Congress will adjourn (leaving a Com- 
mittee of the States) In June next — So that when you 
find leisure and inclination to honor me with a letter, 
by sending it to the house of Wallace, Johnson & 
Muir my Correspondents in the City of London, they 
will forward your letter safely to me. 

I heartily wish you every honor and success in life 
that you can wish yourself. 

Your affectionate friend. 


TO GENERAL [GEORGE] WASHINGTON i 

New York, April 18, 1785. 

Dear Sir — 

I should before this have thanked you for your 
favour of March 15th, if I had not been in daily 
expectation that the arrival of the packets would bring 
us some intelligence from Europe worth communicat- 
ing to you; the February packet has but just come 
in after a passage of eight weeks, and neither she or 

1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 63. 
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other vessels in short passages, bring us any thing 
interesting. War or peace in Europe, hangs yet in 
doubtful balance ; both parties arming with assiduity, 
and nothing determined upon. Mr. John Adams, 
is sent plenipotentiary to the court of London, and 
Mr. Jefferson is the minister at Versailles, Dr. Franklin 
having leave, at his own request, to retire. Returning 
appearances of good humour, and a proposition first 
made by the British court, to treat of our differences 
in London, has induced hopes of an amicable adjust- 
ment of disputes. Mr. Gardoque is not arrived, but 
expected about the last of this month from the Havana, 
to which place he went from Spain previous to his 
coming here. If the commenced bickering between 
Madrid and London on the Musquito shore should 
go on, we may probably hav^e easier work with both 
courts in our business with them. I have the honour 
to enclose you the report of a respectable committee 
on the subject of selling the western lands, which has 
not yet been acted upon, though it speedily will. 
What changes may be made in this plan before it 
finally passes, cannot yet be told, but probably there 
will be some. Your idea of settling a state at a time, 
would most certainly be the wisest and the best, if the 
excessive rage for taking lands there could be possibly 
restrained. But really it seems that either Congress 
must sell quickly, or possession will be so taken as to 
render doubtful this fine fund for extinguishing the 
public debt. It has been impossible to get a vote for 
more than seven hundred men to garrison all the posts 
to be fixed in the trans-AUeghanian country, from 
north to south; a number very inadequate, I fear, to the 
purpose of even suppressing illegal trespasses upon the 
western lands. Our friend the Marquis La Fayette, 
arrived after a short passage, but I believe it was a 
very boisterous one. Your letter for Mr. Lee I sent 
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after him to Virginia, whither he was returning before 
I received it. My best respects attend your lady. 

I have the honour to be, with the truest esteem and 
regard, dear Sir, your most obedient and very humble 
servt. 

General Washington. 


TO CH [ARLES] McEVERS* 

New York April 27. 1785 

Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose a letter for M5 Hunt- 
ington which I sincerely wish may be fortunate enough 
to avail you in the just application that you are 
making to the Assembly of Connecticut. 

If it can be in my power to serve you in any other 
manner, freely command me. 

I have the honor to be Sir your most obedient & 
very humble Servant. 

1 A. L. S. Connecticut State Library, Revolutionary War, XXVIII., 
No. 275. The address, ct Ch. M?Evers, Esquire” which appears 
on the face of the manuscript is not in Lee’s handwriting, but is 
probably copied from the reverse side which is pasted to the bound 
page. According to statements made, ibid, y XXVIII., No. 268 (Oc- 
tober 24, 1784), Charles M?Evers in May 1775 retired from New 
York to Jamaica, L. I., where he remained peaceably during the war, 
rendering no aid to the enemy, but assisting American prisoners. His 
property in New York and New Jersey was not confiscated, and 
he asked at this time that the decree confiscating his property in 
Connecticut might be annulled. 
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[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO [THE] GOV- 
ERNOR [OF NEW JERSEY]i 

RICHARD HENRY LEE WILLIAM L. LIVINGSTON 

New York April 30", 1785 

H is Excellency 

Governor Livingston 

Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency an 
Act of Congress that has been produced by a very 
pressing state of the public affairs. Your Excellency 
will observe that exclusive of other important busi- 
ness, Congress points to two objects particularly, — the 
requisition for the present year, and an Ordinance for 
disposing of lands in the western Territory — The 
honor and justice of the United States is much con- 
cerned in the former, and upon the wise, speedy, and 
effectual execution of the latter, essentially depends 
the future ease, happiness and prosperity of the people 
— it is indeed true that thinner houses are compitent 
to the first digestion and preparation of business like 
this, but such is the nature of the foederal constitution 
that a full Congress is necessary to the final completion 
of Objects great as those which are now under consid- 
eration — I am therefore, by desire of Congress, to 
request that your Excellency will be pleased to exert 
your fullest influence with the Delegates of your State 
to repair immediately to Congress — 

I have the honor to be with great respect and esteem. 
Sir, Your Excellencys — 

most Obedient Servant. 

1 Transcript. Library of Congress, Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, XVI. 321. A similar letter was written to the Governors of 
Connecticut, Delaware, and Georgia. 
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[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO [GENERAL 
GEORGE WASHINGTON]! 

RICHARD HENRY LEE 


New York May 3<J 1785 

Dear Sir, 

I have long had a letter prepared for you in answer 
to your last favor which I have kept for the honorable 
Mf Sitgreaves to be the bearer of, as he proposed to 
visit you on his return to North Carolina; and the 
more especially as his stay has .been occasioned by the 
necessity of seeing the very important ordinance passed 
for selling the western lands, which I wished you to 
have in its perfected state — The principal design of 
this letter is, to introduce to you M? Graham, and his 
Lady the justly celebrated M" Macauley Graham, 
whose reputation in the learned world and among the 
friends to the rights of human nature is very high 
indeed. Her merit as an Historian is very great, and 
places her as an Author in the foremost rank of writers. 
I am well pleased to find that she, as well as all other 
judicious foreigners, think themselves when in Amer- 
ica, however distant from Mount Vernon, obliged to 
pay their respects to you. I believe that this has been 
her only motive for going so far South as Virginia. 
We are amused here with an account that does not 
indeed come officially to us, but however, in such a 
way as to merit attention — It is, a plan of the Em- 
peror of Germany, which seems calculated to quiet his 
quarrel with Holland, altho perhaps it may not prevent 
a war in Europe — He is said to have made a treaty 
with the Elector of Bavaria, by which he exchanges his 
Netherland dominions for those of Bavaria, and trans- 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LX VII. 
227. 
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fers with the exchange, all his rights and claims upon 
Holland : reserving Namure and Luxembourg with a 
district of country around, as a doucoeur to France for 
obtaining the consent of that Court to the exchange. 
The Bavarian dominions being much more contiguous 
to the Austrian than those of the 1 Netherlands, must 
greatly increase the Emperors power by a concentra- 
tion of his force, heretofore so much divided, as to 
render the Netherlands of no great aid in case of War. 

This however, by increasing the Austrian power, 
must of course excite greatly the jealousy of Prussia in 
particular, whose King will probably risk a war rather 
than see his Rival thus strengthened. Holland in the 
mean time will be relieved, by injurious claims being 
transferd from a strong to a weak hand, and the Em- 
peror may find himself brought to a more equal contest 
by combating one, instead of three powers lately com- 
bined against him. What may be the issue of this 
new System, time must develope. I wish that I may 
be enabled by M? Sitgreaves to furnish you with the 
final sense of Congress upon the momentous business 
of selling the western lands, in doing which, the first 
and greatest object seems to be, the discharging effectu- 
ally the great weight of debt that the war has created, 
and which obstructs so effectually every arrangement 
for future security. 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of the sin- 
cerest respect and esteem dear Sir Your most obedient 
and very humble Servant. 

1 The word “ Austrian ” is here erased. 
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TO COLONEL [JOHN?] FITZGERALD i 

[May 4, 1785] 

* * * * * We have no news here of any conse- 
quence. The Emperor’s Quarrel with the Dutch 
seems to be quieted, but it is not improbable that a war 
between him & Prussia will take place. Congress has 
taken the most effectual steps in their power to quiet 
the Barbary Pirates so as to prevent their hostilities 
upon our Commerce ***** 

[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO [GENERAL 
GEORGE WASHINGTON] 2 

RICHARD HENRY LEE 

New York May 7* 1785 

Dear Sir, 

This will be delivered to you by the honorable Mf 
Sitgreaves a very worthy delegate to Congress from 
N. Carolina ; who has been long detained by his desire 
to see the Land Ordinance passed, but he is obliged at 
last to quit us before it is finally so — The reasons he 
can give you. I had some time ago written a letter 
for you in answer to your last favor & kept it to go 
by this Gentleman, whose detention has been so long 
as to render a new letter more fit. I have now the 
honor to enclose you the Ordinance above alluded to, 
which meets the assent of nine States & every member 
of these Nine States, except one Man, who keeps the 
Ordinance from passing by the joint causes, as he 
alleges, of indisposition & dislike. I incline to think, 

1 From the text of an extract from an A. L. S. of Lee, printed in 
an auctioneer’s catalogue. Presented through the courtesy of Professor 
George Petrie. Fitzgerald was a barrister in Alexandria, Virginia. 

2 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LXVII. 
242. 
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however, that it will pass in the form you now receive 
it, with very little alteration, if any. I think there is 
no doubt of the agreement having been made for a 
change of dominions between the Elector of Bavaria & 
the Emperor as mentioned in my last, yet, altho we 
have letters from Ministers in Europe of the 9* of 
february, we are yet in the dark upon the question 
whether there will be war between the Emperor & 
the Dutch, or whether it will settle finally between the 
former & the King of Prussia. The public papers, as 
you will see by the inclosed, make War very certain. 
I had lately the honor of writing to you by Mf Gra- 
ham, & his Lady Mff Macauley Graham the celebrated 
Historian of England, who go to Virginia, I believe 
solely to pay their respects to you. I beg leave to 
refer you to Mf Sitgreaves for our foreign and domestic 
news, which indeed is not much. 

My respects if you please to your Lady, whose 
health I hope is perfectly restored — I am, with the 
truest respect, esteem, and regard, dear Sir your most 
obedient and very humble Servant. 


TO [DOCTOR WILLIAM SHIPPEN, JR.]* 

New York May 1785 

My Dear Sir, 

I had lately the honor of writing to you for the pur- 
pose of introducing to your acquaintance & polite 
attention, the celebrated historian of England M~ Ma- 
caulay, now M» Graham ; who with her husband, is 
going to visit General Washington. In a late letter 
that I received from Col? Henry Lee, heretofore of 
the Light Dragoons, he writes as follows. 

“ M* Hall, in payment of money due me, offer'd 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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his claim on Doctf Shippen for the negro Cyrus — i 
saw the Doctor when last at Philadelphia & mentioned 
Halls claim, and the power I had to settle the matter 
with him. He agreed to pay .£70. the ensuing 
August — I left an order accordingly, & yesterday had 
advice of its dishonor, tho I accompanied my order 
with 1 VP Halls receipt in full — 

Will you adjust this matter for me — I would not in 
your present station, ask a moments attention were 
not my circumstances so streightened, as to demand 
very pointed attention to matters of money ” Thus 
far the Colonel — And I cannot add to its strength, 
so have only to assure you that I am always ready to 
receive and convey your commands to him. The old 
Lady Livingston & the family wait only for a fair 
wind to go up the North river to their summer country 
residence — And I think that I discern some dis- 
quietude about the Child not having been here in sea- 
son to go up with the family — a disquietude however 
that arises from a tender wish to have dear little 

Peggy along with them Since beginning this letter, 

I have seen the good old Lady, and she mentioned to 
me that she had sent to her daughter in Law, that she 
imagined the Child w? come forward with M“ Tillot- 
son who is expected shortly to pass thro Phil- from 
Baltimore to the Manor. If I am not mistaken, my 
Nephew the young Lawyer is indebted to me one letter 
at the least, which I hope to receive when business & 
Gallantry permit — My Secretary tells me that he 
hopes for a good Upper Servant for our household, 
thro the goodness of my Nephew & your Son — What 
says he to this — 

God bless you and all of you is the sincere wish of 
your affectionate brother. 
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TO [THOMAS JEFFERSON] 1 

New York May i6! h 1785 

Sir, 

I thank you for your obliging congratulation on my 
appointment to the Chair of Congress, and I do with 
particular pleasure return my congratulation on your 
sole appointment as Minister of the United States to 
so eminently respectable a Court as that of his most 
Christian Majesty — My ill state of health, added to 
the business and the ceremonies of my Office, has 
hitherto prevented me from paying my respects to 
you, which certainly would have been the case if the 
former of these circumstances had not principally pre- 
vented me — Altho’ my health is now better, yet I am 
very far from being well. I can judge how anxious 
you must be for minute information of public pro- 
ceedings in the United States, and of such other 
matters as your letter imports a desire to be acquainted 
with — But unfortunately all letters are inspected, and 
thus the impertinent eye of curiosity may be gratified 
with such communications as were intended only for 
you, and which wicked selfishness may make a bad 
use of — This imposes great restraint, which will re- 
main until Congress shall establish a system of Packets 
and Couriers of their own. How detestable is this 
dishonorable mode of obtaining intelligence — the 
virtue of Lord Falkland, when Secretary of State, 
would never suffer him to obtain information by such 
nefarious means — The appointment of Mr Adams to 
the Court of London will probably draw out quickly 

1 L. S. library of Congress, Jefferson Correspondence, Letters to 
Jefferson, Ser. 6, Vol. 2, No. 1. A text with variations and omissions 
is printed in R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee 9 II. 64. 
The postscript is entirely in Lee’s handwriting and is signed by him 
<< R. H. L.” 
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the sense of Great Britain upon the points in dispute 
with them — And the Authority given by Congress 
to treat with the Piratical States will, I hope, accom- 
modate all differences with them, and give future 
security to our Commerce with the South of Europe — 
I am much obliged to you for the pamphlet — I think 
it is greatly to be regretted, that the avaricious, 
monopolizing Spirit of Commerce and Commercial 
men, should be suffered to interrupt that diffusion of 
benefits, and communication between the human species 
in different parts of the world, which would probably 
take place if trade were put upon more liberal principles 
and less shackled than it is — The first attempt made 
by these States for the trade of the East Indies was from 
this City — A Ship has gone to, and returned from 
Canton in fourteen months with a valuable Cargo, and 
met with the most friendly treatment from the 
Chinese — Other Vessels are gone and soon expected 
back — The great Object with the United States now, 
is to dispose speedily of the western lands for the dis- 
charge of public debt, and a way for this is opened by 
treaties already made, and making with the Indians — 
Coinage, requisition, and Post Office are also objects of 
great moment and subjects of discussion — effectual 
measures are taking by the Assemblies of Virginia and 
Maryland — and by the former alone, for opening the 
navigation between the Potomac and James Rivers 
with the western waters — Laws with suspending clauses 
have passed in Virginia for establishing a single Port 
on each river and for circuit Courts — a general assess- 
ment for religion is also a subject of much discussion 
with us — Ml Patrick Henry is our Governor, and 
Col. Harrison has lost his Election in his own County 
of James City — Great and general efforts have been 
made to get into the Legislature during the late Elec- 
tions and I hear that there are many changes — It 
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remains uncertain whether Congress will adjourn or 
not this year — but as I value extremely your Corre- 
spondence, Your letters for me may always be safely 
enclosed to the Virginia Delegates in Congress, so that 
whether Congress or the Committee of States should 
be sitting, your letters will reach me safely — be so 
good as to thank Short for his letter to me, and 
inform him that I will reply by the next Packet — I 
heartily wish you hea[l]th and ha[p]piness and I am 
with the truest esteem and regard 
Sir, 

Your Most Obedient and very humble 
Servant. 

P.S. 

I know that your goodness will excuse my having 
used an amanuensis, when you know that this cold 
climate has so afflicted my hand & head as to make 
writing painful 


TO [SAMUEL ADAMS ?]i 

New York May 20. 1785 

My dear Sir, 

I thank you for your favor introducing Mf? Mac- 
auley Graham to me. This excellent Lady made but 
a short stay here, being desirous of returning from the 
South, before the sickly season comes on in that climate. 
I hope we shall shortly finish our plan for disposing 
of the western Lands to discharge the oppressive pub- 
lic debt created by the war & I think that if this 
source of revenue be rightly managed, that these re- 
publics may soon be discharged from that state of op- 
pression and distress that an indebted people must 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Ban- 
croft Collection. 
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invariably feel. The late arrival here of a Ship from 
Canton in China after a successful voyage of 14 Months 
from this port, is a proof of American enterprise, and 
will probably mortify, as much as it will injure our old 
oppressors, the British. 

I beg my respects to M rs Adams, and I sincerely 
wish a long continuance of health and happiness to 
you, being most truly dear Sir your affectionate friend. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] ‘ 

New York May the 225? 1785 

My dear Nephew. 

I thank you much for your letter of the 20- instant, 
which I received this day — M’ Wilson did not deliver 
me your letter himself, but it did come to my hands 
altho’ I knew not who brought it, as I found the letter 
with many others upon my table some days after M? 
Wilson’s arrival in Town. Either you or myself 
must have totally forgotten the contents of that letter — 
Having written thus far, I stopt to search for the above 
letter, having totally forgotten that you had mention’d 
the Sword in it — And now I must ask yours and the 
Workmans pardon for my neglect in not having long 
since sent the money — But it shall surely come by 
the first good opportunity. If the Gunsmith will make 
me a good neat Stock for my Gun with a new Rod & 
screw at the end of it, I will give him an half Johannes. 
But you know that he was to prevent one of the cocks 
from falling at half bent as well as to clean the Gun. 
I am greatly obliged by your attention to my commis- 
sions. I hope that the Iron from M' Prager, with the 
Charriot Skins will be sent in the vessel you mention. 
You will please write a short letter to M" Lee with the 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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Goods and inclose it to the person either on Rappa- 
hanock or Potomac with whom the goods are to be left, 
desiring him to convey your letter to Chantilly that 
Mf? Lee may take measures to get them brot home. 
The length of the shoes that M? Starr made for 
me in October last will do well for the Gouty 
Shoes as to length, but they must be something wider 
for the Gout which increases the bulk but not the 
length of the foot. The Soles may be of thick but 
soft leather and well rasped — The heels not high — 
The Toes round not sharp, and the upper leather of 
good sound Buckskin stained black & lined with the 
fur you have procured. You have very properly 
directed about the Cypher on my Sulky, which I am 
glad to hear is so well finished. I have desired M? 
Harrison to search for M? Burnley who you may be 
assured shall meet with every civility from me as your 
friend, as Ludwells, and as an able worthy man. 

I believe it is only for that eye which sees all things 
to come, that can conjecture when Congress will 
adjourn. It seems clear however that it will not be 
before August, if they adjourn at all — whilst they 
continue to sit I am bound you know — & when 
they adjourn I shall make great haste to Virginia — 
However, I hope you may go up the North River, 
because, by that means I shall have the happiness of 
seeing you here once more before I quit this City. 
We have past the Land Ordinance for selling the 
Country N. W. of Ohio so far as the Indian purchases 
go, for payment of the debts of the United States — 
No news here, for it is not new that I love you all 
very sincerely 

God bless you, farewell. 
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TO [JOHN ADAMS] 1 

New York May the 28th 1785 

Dear Sir. 

I had the honor of writing to you by Col- Smith, 
which letter I doubt not but that you have, or will in 
due time safely receive. My hopes are great, that 
your wisdom, and the good sense of the British 
Administration, will extinguish the mischievous discord 
that has been so artfully and industriously fomented 
by the enemies of both countries to the essential injury 
of both, and in violation of the best principles of 
humanity. A set of acrimonious, disappointed people, 
who meaning the gratification of their own malice and 
self interest, are poisoning the minds of men with 
plausibilities and theoretic reasonings, that are opposed 
to the true state of things ; and whose counsels if 
pursued, will tend only to plant dissention and distress, 
where mutual good and common happiness should be 
cultivated, and will flourish. The enclosed ordinance 
will show you the measures that we are taking to dis- 
pose of western lands for the extinguishment of the 
public debt. It seems that this will have very power- 
ful operation in effecting the end designed by the 
system. For the country is fine beyond description 
both in soil and climate — abounding with all those 
primary and essential materials for human industry to 
work upon, in order to produce the comfort and 
happiness of mankind. Don Diego de Gardoque has 
just announced to me his arrival at Philadelphia in 
quality of Plenipotentiary from his Catholic Majesty, 
& that he will pay his respects in a few days. The 
enterprise of America is well marked by the successful 
voyage made by a ship from this port, that had 

1 Adams Papers. Copy from the original furnished through the 
courtesy of Mr. Charles Francis Adams. 
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returned after a voyage of 14 months from Canton in 
China with a valuable Eastern cargo. Our people met 
with great civility from the Chinese, and the Euro- 
peans at Canton, altho’ civil to the Stripes, were not a 
little surprised to see them there so soon, and at the 
celerity with which their voyages were effected. The 
gentleman who writes the letter of which the enclosed 
is a copy, is a near relation of mine by marriage, and 
my Godson also. Added to this, I am his friend be- 
cause of his worth and deserts. He is the youngest 
but one of a numerous family — Possessing talents, 
industry, and enterprise, he determined very early 
to shake off that indolence too common with youths 
of his rank in Virginia — In quest of fortune, after 
having finished his education he went 15 years ago to 
Sea, and pursued his system to the East Indies some 
years before the late war commenced, and he remained 
in the East engaged with the country trade there. 
His letter will inform you of his misfortunes, of his 
present situation, and his future views. My acquaint- 
ance has ceased with all who might have promoted 
his interest in the East Indies. Under these circum- 
stances I venture to beg the favor of you to assist 
him to the utmost of your power in the way of 
procuring for him the appointment that he desires in 
the Company’s service. I know that it has not been 
uncommon in England for foreign Ministers to interest 
themselves in favor of Individuals, by which means the 
latter have become essentially served. I am sure that 
in this case you will oblige a worthy able man, and a 
greatful mind. That your friend the writer of this 
letter, requests this favor of you, will I am very sure, 
be a motive of strong inducement with you to exert 
yourself. The letter that I have enclosed for him 
under your cover be so kind as to get forwarded by 
some of the India Ships bound to, or near to Calcutta. 
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It may go with any letter in his favor that you are so 
good as to procure for him. It seems probable at 
present that Congress will not adjourn this year — if 
they should it will not be sooner than the middle of 
August, — Your letters for me will be in a good way 
when they are delivered to the care of Messrs Wallace, 
Johnson & Muir Merchants in London, I heartily 
wish you health and happines 

Your affectionate friend. 

TO [JAMES MADISON] i 

New York May 30* 1785 

Dear Sir, 

Two days ago, and not sooner, your favor of March 
the 20- was delivered to me, so that you find it has 
been more than two months travelling thus far. It 
seems to me that our assembly were influenced more 
by the letter than the spirit of the Confederation — 
The consequence will certainly be, if our meetings are 
slow as usual, that Virginia will be unrepresented for 
some time after the federal year commences. Tho no 
great mischief arises from this, the appearance is not 
so handsome as it should be ; besides that it partakes 
too much of that too common inattention to the great 
Council of the U.S. upon the wise conduct of which 
so much depends. 

I am very happy to see by the Newspapers that the 
business of opening Potomac goes on so well. ? Tis 
certainly an object of great consequence to extend 
our internal navigation — Concerning James river I 
have heard nothing — When I was in our Assembly it 
appeared to me rather to be the wish, than otherwise, 

1 A. L. Library of Congress, Madison Papers, XIV. 20. This 
was probably signed by Lee in autograph as the signature is cut out of 
the manuscript. 
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that Kentucky should apply for separation — and I 
should suppose that if when they found themselves 
compitent to the business of Self Government they 
properly applied to our Assembly, no good objection 
could be made to a separation — For they have, & will 
remain for a long time, if not always, more expense 
than profit to the rest of the country. Washington 
county seems to be stimulated by a troublesome person 
who for self aggrandisement appears will? to dismem- 
ber that part also, & join with the revolters from 
N. Carolina — This last seems to merit the wise Use firm 
attention of Government & the Legislature — We have, 
after much debate indeed, & great waste of time, at last 
passed an Ordinance for disposing of such part of the 
lands N. W of the Ohio as belongs to the U. S. & 
have been purchased of the Indians. If this proves 
agreeable to the public, it will extinguish about to 
millions of the pub debt, and the remaining lands, 
going southward to the Mississippi, will nearly dis- 
charge all the debt — Besides the probable prospect 
that we have of considerable cessions from N & S. 
Carolina & Georgia — This source does indeed deserve 
our warmest cultivation as it seems to be almost the 
only one that we have for discharging our oppressive 
debt. Df Franklin has leave to retire Mr Jefferson 
remains in France — and Mr J. Adams is sent to Lon- 
don. If the Court of this last country is sincere, _we 
may expect an amicable & easy settlement of existing 
differences between us — The Minister (Mr Pitt) does 
appear willing to be liberal in Commercial regulations, 
but the avaricious spirit of Commerce that is so great 
everywhere, but which in England has ever been ex- 
cessive, opposes his views — And so we find it is in 
France, for the Marquis de la Fayette writes that the 
advantages already granted us are most violently ex- 
claimed against by the Trading people of the Kingdom. 
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M? Gardoque who calls himself Plenepotentiary charged 
with affairs is arrived at Philf and we expect him soon 
here — So that we shall quickly know whether he can 
or will do any thing conclusive concerning the Naviga- 
tion of Mississippi — He reports a great scarcity of 
provisions at the Havannah, — but yet we don’t hear 
of the Ports of that Island being opened to us for sup- 
ply — It is reported that the frigate which brought him 
is taking in flower — The American enterprise has 
been well markt by a short and successful Voyage 
made from hence to Canton in China — The Chinese 
were kind to our people and glad to see a new source 
of Commerce opened to them from a New People , as 
they called us — The Europeans there were civil but 
astonished at the rapidity of our movements, especially 
the English — I fear that our Countrymen will overdo 
this business — For now there appears every where a 
Rage for East India Voyages, so that the variety of 
means may defeat the attainment of the concurrent end 
— A regulated & useful commerce with that part of 
the World — It seems very questionable now whether 
Congress will adjourn or not this year — if they do, it 
will not be until late in August — Inattention, sick- 
ness, and a variety of causes occasion business to go 
on very slowly. J. 


TO [JOHN ADAMS] i 

New York May 31st 1785. 

Dear Sir. 

On the a8th instant I had the honor to pay my re- 
spects to you in a letter of that date to which I beg to 
refer. The design of this letter is to introduce to your 
acquaintance and friendly offices Captain Christopher 

1 Adams Papers. Copy from the original supplied through the 
courtesy of Mr. Charles Francis Adams. 
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Miller, the Bearer, who was this day introduced to me 
by Governor Clinton of this State, who assures me 
that in the late war the Captain proved himself to be a 
firm and useful friend to the cause of America. And 
the Governor added, that he would be answerable for 
Captain Miller’s worth and integrity. The Captain 
has in contemplation a plan, concerning which he will 
talk with you, and which he thinks will be productive 
both of private & public good ; and if you can find it 
convenient to aid his views, I doubt not but you will 
assist a worthy friend to this country — I have the 
honor to be with the most perfect esteem and regard 
dear Sir your most obedient, & very 
humble Servant. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] * 

N. York June the 4^ 1785 

My dear Nephew — 

Both Mr Hadfield & M! Burnley have been with 
me, tho not so often as I wished them to be — how- 
ever, I suppose that they are satisfied with my at- 
tention to them. You will no doubt be surprised that 
I have not yet sent the dollars for the Sword Cutler — 
I will tell you why I have not — Two bills sent me 
from Virg? have been lying for some time under accept- 
ance but not yet paid — In a few days one of them 
will, & the first opportunity after, the money shall be 
sent — I must be governed by your judgement con- 
cerning the getting of my Chair sent here by Water — 
Two things are in this affair to be attended to — That 
the expence be light, and that the Carriage, Trunk, 
Box & Harness, be not nibbed or damaged by the 
Voyage — For these purposes a Careful & Reasonable 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 

3^7 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 

Captain is to be sought for, and as the case is not 
Urgent, there being two months at least for the 
purpose, the chance for finding such a concurrence 
may be a good one — You know that if it comes not 
by Water, I must be at the expence of sending for it 
by Land — And as the opportunities by water are fre- 
quent & this Season of the year favorable, it appears 
most Eligible to fix on the water conveyance — If so, 
the Key of the Trunk may be lockt up in the Box & 
the Key of the latter enclosed to me in a letter. 

I thank your worthy father for the Servant sent. 
He has just arrived, and I hope will answer the 
purpose. 

The Black fish, Sheepshead, & Sea Bass are now 
numerous & fine. I wish most sincerely that we had 
our good Brothers — your father — company here to 
assist in the discussion of some of them — Besides, the 
Champaign, Claret, Madiera & Muscat are good — I 
know that your philosophy is above temptation — Yet 
I cannot help wishing now that the inducements might 
so far prevail as to give us the pleasure of your com- 
pany a while — It will be unfortunate for us if Mf 
Gardoque should not be a Smoker and so not be pro- 
vided with Havanna Segars The most worthy Don 
Juan Miralles used to supply us so copiously that he 
has occasioned us to loose all appetite for other smok- 
ing — Write to me about my Chair, and by all means 
about the family — how you all do — & how is my 
much esteemed friend the old Doctor. 

God bless you, farewell. 

His most Ch? Majesty has just announced to 
Congress the birth of another Son called Duke of 
Normandy. 
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TO THE MARQUIS DE LA FAYETTE i 

New York, June nth, 1785. 

My dear Sir — 

I have been lately honoured with your letter of 
March 16th, from Paris, and I thank you for it; as I 
feel myself much interested in your happiness, so your 
letter gave me singular pleasure, when it informed me 
of your “ being well and happy, with your family and 
friends/’ and the more so, because a rumor had pre- 
vailed, of some accident having happened at sea, to 
the frigate that carried you from hence. It is with 
great satisfaction, that I consider any action of my 
life, that has proved agreeable to you, and I am very 
sure, that the good you have done for my country, has 
much more than repaid my attentions to you. I am 
pleased that you think of coming to see us again ; it is 
certain, that numbers will be made happy here, when 
ever you are pleased to visit these United States. 
Much praise is due to those, by whose humanity, and 
powerful agency, a war in Europe has been prevented, 
for had it taken place, I apprehend that the evil would 
have been great and very extensive. It is unfortunate 
for the friendly intercourse, and general benefit of man- 
kind, that the avaricious spirit of commerce, always 
aiming at monopoly, should be permitted to interpose 
such obstructions as too frequently take place in the 
intercourse of nations, much to the injury of human 
nature, in general. It seems to me, that whilst the 
European nations have it in their power, to supply 
these states so largely with manufactures, that it is un- 
wise to adopt such regulations as cramp the American 
trade, and thereby render us incapable of purchasing, 
and paying for, those manufactures in so extensive a 
manner, as would certainly be done, if commercial re- 
1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 66. 
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straints were removed; this conduct on the part of 
Europe tends to injure their manufactures, by lessen- 
ing their sales, at the same time, that it very much 
forces the Americans from agriculture to arts, thus 
rendering scarcer and dearer, the American productions 
that are wanted in Europe, and lessening the use of 
European manufactures in America, which it should be 
the policy of Europe to encourage the use of. It is 
very obvious, why the merchants of France, have not 
so great a share of our commerce as they wish ; the 
staple states, or those which have much valuable prod- 
uce to export, have at present but few ships and sea- 
men of their own, and consequently, do not now export 
themselves much of their own produce ; those nations, 
therefore, that push the trade with them, by sending 
ships and merchandise to them, will for the reason 
above, certainly possess at this time, the greatest share 
of their trade ; so that the fact is, that the British mer- 
chants, are those chiefly, who bring us the cambricks 
and many other manufactures of France, which the 
French merchants failed to export themselves, although 
they might afford to sell them cheaper and better, than 
the English, and of course drive the latter from this 
branch of trade at least. The plan for opening the 
navigation of the western waters, goes on well — already 
more than 40,000 pounds are subscribed for opening 
the Potomac, and General Washington, is chosen presi- 
dent of the society, that superintends that business. 
The settling a mode for surveying and selling the fine 
country, north-west of Ohio river, for the purpose of 
discharging our public debt, is an obj ect that hath engaged 
much attention of Congress, and promises, we think, 
in due season, to remove the debts created by the last 
war. Mr. Gardoque, from Spain, is arrived at Phila- 
delphia, and we daily expect him in this city ; it is to 
be hoped, that the good sense and honour of his court, 
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will finally settle into such measures, as are just and 
reasonable. I have the honour to be, my dear sir, with 
sentiments of the truest affection, esteem and regard, 
Your most obedient and very humble servant. 

Marquis De la Fayette, at Paris. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] *■ 

New York June 13. 1785 

Mv Dear Nephew, 

Your favor of June the n- has been just now put 
into my hands, and had it come sooner would have ren- 
derd unnecessary some parts of my letter to you 
of yesterday, which, with this will be delivered by 
M- Joseph Harrison. I am very sure that without 
incurring the smallest danger of being charged with 
self applause, I can safely appeal to all those acquainted 
with my political progress, for a full testimonial that 
neither indolence, inattention or neglect have marked my 
proceedings — And most certainly I should not have 
first commenced such practice with so respectable a char- 
acter as Doctor Franklin. When Congress deter- 
mined to indulge the Doctor, upon his request, with 
leave to retire, the business of communicating that de- 
termination was expressly assigned to the Secretary for 
foreign affairs among the other duties of his Office — - 
And did not enter at all into my business — In me it 
would have been a work of supererogation and I think 
myself warranted in doing justice to the honorable Sec- 
retary for foreign Affairs by assuring you that his in- 
formation was sent by the earliest good opportunity 
that offered after the Act of Congress passed. _ I thank 
you for your obliging attention to my affairs — but 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection- 
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you say nothing about the covering for my Charriot — 
is it gone, or in what State is that affair — The Gout 
Shoes are come & I believe will answer well — God 
bless you — 

farewell. 


TO [WILLIAM SHORT] i 

New York, June the 13* 1785 

Dear Sir, 

I am much obliged by the goodness with which you 
have been pleased to remember, and to comply with 
my request that you would write to me, and I am 
thereby encouraged to hope that your correspondence 
will be continued — It may always be safely conveyed, 
even when I am away from Congress, by enclosing 
your letter to the Virginia delegates in Congress. It 
is a point of much uncertainty whether Congress will 
adjourn or not this summer — but if they do, it will 
probably not be before the middle of August. When 
they adjourn I shall go home, but if they do not 
adjourn, I shall of course be detained here until the 
end of the federal year, the first monday in Novem- 
ber. 

The very great uncertainty to which the convey- 
ance of letters is exposed under the present System, 
discourages exceedingly all free communication of sen- 
timents. And upon this occasion, as Mi Mazzie will 
probably visit you at Paris, he will render unnecessary 
much writing on my part respecting Virginia, as he has 
come from that State long since I left it. The princi- 

1 A. L. S. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Dreer Collection, 
II. 68 . Endorsed, “ Given to me by Mr. Short to whom it is addressed 
in 1834. R. Gilmore.” Short was Jefferson’s secretary of legation 
at Paris. 
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pal topics of discussion there at present are. An Act 
for a General Assessment, — A Circuit Court Law — 
And a plan for opening the interior navigation of 
Potomac, James, & Elizabeth rivers — The two for- 
mer were favored by the last Assembly but meet with 
much opposition since the Recess — The latter of these 
measures was also a favorite with the last Assembly, 
and the Legislature of Maryland has joined ours in 
the Potomac business — How they succeed in the 
South I know not — But already ^40,000 has been 
subscribed for clearing Potomac — A Corporation for 
the purpose is legitimated, and Gen. Washington is 
President of the Society — You well know his perse- 
vering spirit, and attentive character. — These quali- 
ties promise success to the Potomac plan — Congress 
has just finished an Ordinance for surveying & sell- 
ing that part of the Land N. W. of Ohio that 
has been lately purchased of the Indians, for the 
purpose of discharging our public debts — This will 
present about 10 Millions of Acres for sale at one dol- 
lar an Acre of Liquidated Certificate debt — Subsequent 
treaties to be held with the Indians will extinguish 
their claim to about 20 millions more which it is 
intended to devote to the same purpose, & which will 
very nearly pay off* our whole domestic debt — The 
foreign will then not be found oppressive — An Amer- 
ican Coinage, & the regulation of the Post Office, with 
some other affairs of importance are now under consid- 
eration of Congress — We hope that the powers & 
directions given by Congress to our Ministers abroad, 
will secure peace for us with the Barbary States and 
free our Trade from the embarrassement threatened 
by them — I incline to think however, that Commer- 
cial finesse has been more operative than the enmity 
of those people to distress the American Commerce 
Being much engaged with public business at this 
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time, I must conclude with presenting my best respects 
to my old friend Ml Jefferson — 

I am with very much esteem. Sir 
Your most obedient & very 

humble Servant. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN]! 

New York June 20. 1785 

My dear Nephew, 

If you should not have shipped my Chair for this 
place before you receive this letter I beg you not to 
remove it from Philadelphia until you hear further 
from me — My former illness has returned upon me 
with such increased violence, that unless a change soon 
takes place I must either quit this City & business for 
change of air and quiet, or else certainly deposit my 
remains here. My love to all with you & to yourself 
sincerely. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIP PEN] 2 

New York June 22 ? 1785 

My dear Nephew. 

When I wrote you last monday, I had been under 
so severe an affliction by the Gouty matter attacking 
my Bowels for some days, that I was quickly reduced 
very low — So that if a change had not taken place, 
the consequences would certainly have been very bad — 
I am happy however now to inform you that a change 
has taken place so much for the better as to render it 
not necessary for you to postpone the sending of my 
Chair here to me by water — I have only to observe 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 

* Ibid. 
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that the sooner you can properly do this, consistently 
with my former observations on the subject, it will be 
the better — Give my love to y r worthy father & tell 
him that it was forgetfulness altogether that occasioned 
me to omit returning by Mf Harrison the Money 
that he was so kind as to advance to the Servant, but 
it shall be done by the next opportunity. 

Remember me most affectionately to all the family 

farewell. 

P. S. 

Since my former letter in answer to your last 
I have spoken with Mf Secretary Jay and he assures 
me that he sent by the first Packet that sailed after the 
Act of Congress passed a Notification to Df Franklin 
that he had leave to retire — How causeless then, & 
how improper was a censure placed on me in whose 
department it was not, and when he in whose line it 
was, had actually done it ? ! — 


[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO [THE] SECRE- 
TARY [OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS] i 

RICHARD HENRY LEE [ JOHN] JAY 


Presidents House 19^ July 1785. 


Sir, 

The letter from his most Christian Majesty men- 
tioned in yours of the 1 8- instant is to be received in 
the same manner as the late letter from his Majesty 
was — And I have the honor now to inform you that 
I shall be ready to receive Mf De Marbois here to- 
morrow forenoon at half an hour after ten oclock. 

I am, with much esteem and 
regard Sir your most obedient and very humble servant. 


1 A. L. S. Library of the Department of State, Unbound Ms. 
Addressed, ** Honorable/Mf Secretary Jay//R. H. Lee.” 

375 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 


[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO THE MAYOR 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 1 2 

RICHARD HENRY LEE [JAMES DUANE] • 

July 20— 1785 

The Honorable 

James Duane Esq- 

Mayor of the City of N. York 

Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose an Act of Congress, 
that has been prompted by the daily interruption given 
to their discussions by the almost unceasing noise of 
passing Carriages — Your long acquaintance with pub- 
lic business, and your wish to see it discharged with 
propriety and dispatch, will secure your approbation 
of the proposed remedy if it Shall be found to consist 
with the police of the City 

I have the honor to be with 
Sentiments of esteem and regard 
Sir, 

Your most Obedient & very 
humble Servant. 


THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO [GENERAL 
GEORGE WASHINGTON] 2 
RICHARD HENRY LEE 

Dear Sir, New York J u1 F the 2 3 ? l 7*5 

I lately had the honor of forwarding a packet for 
you by Post that came enclosed to me from France, 

1 Letter book transcript. Library of Congress, Papers of the Con- 
tinental Congress, XVI. 322. 

2 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LXVIII. 
92. A transcript with slight variations is in Harvard University Li- 
brary, Sparks Mss., LX VI. ii. 103. 
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by the author of a Dramatic piece on the former situa- 
tion of Capt. Asgil. The subject is not a bad one, 
but the Author of this work seems not to have made 
the most of it. 

On the if. fc of May M* Du Mas writes us, that the 
parties still continue to negotiate the peace in a very 
threatening manner — In truth, this whole affair is in- 
volved in much mystery, and perhaps the truth is only 
known in the interior cabinets of the greatest powers. 
The Marquiss de la Fayette, in a late letter seems to 
think that the collected combustibles may be put in 
flame by various accidents. The Emperor he says is 
restless, the Empress of Russia ambitious, the King 
of Prussia old, with other combining causes renders 
the peace of Europe precarious — The Marquiss pro- 
poses to visit this summer the Manoeuvering Troops 
of Austria & Prussia in the North of Europe. We 
have lately received a letter from his most Chf Majesty, 
in answer to one from Congress to him recommending 
the Marquiss, in which his Majesty is pleased to ex- 
press himself in such a manner of the Marquis as 
promises well for the future promotion of that Noble- 
man. — 

"Mr. Adams writes that he has been received in due 
form at the Court of London, has had his audience, 
and delivered his Credentials to that Sovereign — No 
treaty when he wrote had been commenced, but we 
expect soon to hear of the commencement & progress 
of that business. Mf Jay is commissioned by Con- 
gress to open negotiations with Mf Gardoque the 
Spanish Plenepo here, concerning the navigation of 
Mississippi, Boundary, Commerce &? The Spanish 
Minister appears to be well disposed towards us. It 
gives me singular pleasure to hear that the plan for 
opening the navigation of Potomac goes on success- 
fully, as it promises such capital benefits to our coun- 
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try. It is some time since I wrote to Col? Fitzgereland 
desiring that he would put me down fora share. 

Is it possible that a plan can be formed for issuing 
a large sum of paper money by the next Assembly? 
I do verily believe that the greatest foes we have in 
the world could not devise a more effectual plan for 
ruining Virginia. I should suppose that every friend 
to his country, every honest and sober Man would join 
heartily to reprobate so nefarious a plan of speculation. 

Be pleased Sir to present my best respects to your 
Lady and be assured that I am, with sentiments of the 
greatest respect, esteem, & regard ; dear Sir your most 
affectionate and obedient Servant. 

P.S. 

Altho I began this letter on the 23? my ill state 
of health and much business have prevented me 
from finishing it until this day the 31-* of July — I 
thank God that my health is now much better than 
it has been 


TO [JOHN ADAMS] 1 

New York August the 1st 1785. 

My Dear Sir. 

I received your letter by your Son with the pleasure 
that will always attend such communications from an 
old and much valued friend. But on this occasion I 
have been the more happy as it furnished me the oppor- 
tunity of showing civilities to the Son of my friend — I 
have had as much of his company as our mutual affairs 
would permit because I have had the satisfaction to 

1 Adams Papers. Copy from the original supplied through the 
courtesy of Mr. Charles Francis Adams. John Adams’s reply, Septem- 
ber 6, 1785, is printed in R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee, 

11. 1+3. 
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lodge him in my House. Your plan for his education 
I cannot but approve, since it is the very one that I had 
chosen for my own Son. It may be admitted as a 
truth little to be doubted that Merchants are generally 
keen to discern and ready to pursue their true interests. 
This perhaps may be as good a rule as any by which 
to judge of the propriety of giving time for payment 
of the debts due from the U. S. to G. B. previous to 
the War. Now it is certain that the most knowing 
Merchants, Creditors upon that ground here, have ex- 
pressed the greatest willingness to consent to receive 
payment by regular installments, allowing reasonable 
time between — the reverse of this, & a vigorous de- 
mand of payment as quickly as law pursuits would en- 
able them to recover, they are well aware would be 
much less conducive to their interest than the first 
method that I have stated — And this seems to be the 
plan generally agreed upon, by installments I mean — 
Permit me Sir to animadvert a little upon the strange 
objection taken up in G. Britain by some ill informed 
writers, whose mistakes seem to have affected even 
Government itself. It is that Congress have not power 
to make effecient Treaties of Commerce. You know 
Sir, that the Confederation has obtained the solemn legal 
sanction of every Legislature in the U. States; and 
is therefore a compact as binding as can exist among 
Men — What then does the Confederation say? By the 
9th Article Congress have a clear right to make whatever 
Treaties of Commerce they shall judge proper, subject to 
only two limitations. One, that foreigners may be com- 
pelled to pay as high duties & imports as the people of 
any State pay — The 2nd that any State may in Toto pro- 
hibit the export or import of any particular species of 
Goods. With respect to the first limitation is it not 
one that all States upon earth ought to possess & do 
actually (I believe exercise) And can a British Minister 
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be serious in refusing to make a Commercial Treaty with 
Congress because they have not power to permit the 
Subjects of G. B. to trade with the U. S. under less 
oppressions than the Citizens of the States pay ? Or 
can it be supposed that if Congress possessed this power 
that so unequal a system would ever be agreed upon by 
Congress ? It is not a supposable case, & therefore 
this limitation can be no just or true ground of objec- 
tion — The second & only remaining one, seems to 
have as little force, because a State must be evidently 
insane that will in toto prohibit any species of export 
or import unless its very existence depends upon such 
prohibition — And in that case the power and the 
exercise of it is indispensable, and reaching to Self pres- 
ervation must forever & will forever be exercised — 
T’is evident that the interest of the States will 
effectually prevent any such total prohibition unless in 
the extremity above stated. And interest is the surest 
principle forjudging how Men & States will act. Now 
then I say again, that these two limitations excepted 
(which for the reasons already assigned are no objec- 
tions to the making a Treaty of Commerce with Con- 
gress for want of power) Congress have a clear & 
unquestioned right to make any treaty they choose — 
And it is remarkable that except some factious writers 
in G. Britain, the objection exists not — You know 
that very discerning Nations have treated with us 
under perfect knowledge of our Confederation ; with- 
out producing any objection of this kind — When the 
people here are informed of such an objection from 
G. Britain they conclude universally that the objec- 
tion is too feeble to be real, & that the true cause is 
something else — That something they are not at a 
loss to discover, and therefore the general outcry now 
is, let such regulations be instituted as will put the 
Trade of G. B. with us under such restraints as may 
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satisfy them that they are mistaken in the supposition 
that their share of our Commerce will be large as they 
please, & therefore that no Treaty is necessary. Let 
us give decided preferences to the Ships not only of 
our own country, but to those of the Nations with 
whom we have Commercial Treaties. It is very evi- 
dent that these measures will take effect if Britain does 
not soon depart from her present system and take up 
one more liberal — To be sure, the consequence least prej- 
udicial to them, but which is yet very important, must 
inevitably take place under their present plan — to wit, 
a very contracted use of British Manufactures, because 
their regulations prevent the means of paying for 
them, & of course will greatly limit the use & the pur- 
chase of them — 

I lately wrote to you concerning my friend Mr 
Thomas Steptoe in India, have you received my 
letters, and have you had it in your power to do any- 
thing for him ? I wish much to know. Congress 
have taken measures for exposing to sale several mil- 
lions of Acres in the N. W. side of the river Ohio, a 
part of the late cession from Virginia, for the purpose of 
paying off a considerable part of our domestic debt — 
The soil and climate of that country is incomparably 
fine, and I have no doubt will be greedily purchased 
with the public securities — If this plan succeeds, our 
debt will soon be removed. Be so kind as present 
my respectful compliments to Dr Price, and tell him 
that I received his packet of pamphlets and distributed 
them among the Members of Congress who received 
them very thankfully and with the respect due to so 
great & able a defender of the liberties of Mankind, 
and the rights of human nature — 

I shall always be happy to hear from you, and am, 
with the highest esteem and affectionate regard Yours. 
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TO [JAMES MADISON]i 

N. Y. Aug. ii, 1785 

Dear Sir, 

Your favor of July the 7 th was long coming to hand 
as I find my letter of the 2,0 th May was in getting to 
you — This joined to the uncertainty of letters ever 
arriving safe is a very discouraging circumstance to full 
and free correspondence — I have the honor of accord- 
ing most perfectly and entirely with your ideas for 
regulating our severance from Kentucky. It is un- 
questionably just that this district should assume her fair 
and full proportion of the debt created by the war because 
the benefit being common so should be the expense pro- 
curing it and that this country shall be a fundamental 
article in the Act of parting ; as well as that they shall 
be a component part of the Federal Union — The con- 
tract should be Tripartite; the parties, our state. Con- 
gress, & Kentucky — Mr Jay is commissioned to treat 
with Mr Gardoqui, but as yet nothing has been done — 
The exclusive nav n of Mississippi will be earnestly con- 
tended for by Spain, who to quiet us on that head will 
probably grant large commercial benefits — But if we re- 
main firm, I incline to think that the Navign will be 
consented to — As yet we only know officially that Mr 
Adams has arrived in London, received his Audience and 
delivered his Credentials — The next packet will probably 
inform us of his feeling the B. pulse & how it 1 2 beats at 
the subjects that he is to try them upon — I think with 
you that there is not great room for hope of Commercial 

1 A ? dr. L. University of Virginia, Lee Papers, No. 400. A 
transcript with variations is in the Virginia Historical Society and from 
this a text is printed in the Southern Literary Messenger, May, i860, 
p. 348. Madison’s letter to which this is an answer is printed ibid., 
P- 347 - 

2 Substituted for “the British pulse” erased. 
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advantages from a Nation whose appetite for Commerce 
has ever been ravenous, and its wishes always for Mo- 
noply — And the more especially as we have no com- 
pensation to make — I believe that we may dispose them 
to be reasonable, by a very careful, and considerate re- 
straining of their Trade, in all cases where we shall not 
injure ourselves more than them by the restraint. 1 — 
It seems to me clear, beyond doubt, that the giving 
Congress a power to Legislate over the Trade of the 
Union would be dangerous in the extreme to the 5 
Southern or Staple States, whose want of Ships & Sea- 
men would expose their freightage & their produce to 
a most pernicious and destructive Monoply — With 
such a power 8 states in the Union would be stimu- 
lated by extensive interest to shut close the door of 
Monoply, that by the exclusion of all rivals whether 
for the purchasing of our produce or freighting it, both 
these might be at the Mercy of our East and North — 2 
The Spirit of Commerce through out the world is a 
spirit of Avarice and could not fail to act as above 
stated — What little difficulty there would be in draw- 
ing over one of the 5 to join the 8 interested States 
would be very discernible to those who have marked the 
progress of intrigues in Congress. In truth it demands 
most careful circumspection that the remedy be not 
worse than the disease, bad as the last may be — I could 
say much on this subject, but it is not necessary, for I 
am sure that your good sense reflecting calmly on this 
subject will sufficiently discern the danger of such an 
experiment — Nor do I believe it necessary, being 
perfectly satisfied that a well digested system of re- 
straint being properly laid before the States by Con- 
gress would be 3 unanimously adopted by the different 

1 The words {< I believe 99 are here erased. 

2 The words <€ what little 99 are here erased. 

3 Substituted for ** with 31 erased. 
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Assemblies — I think so, because it will be most 
evidently the interest of all to do so — It is true that 
the price of our Staple has been for some time greater 
at Phila: and here than in Virga — But it is as true that 
the European price did not warrant the price at these two 
places as the great losses and bankruptcies of the Ad- 
venturers plainly prove — Indeed this excess of price 
at P. & N. Y. was occasioned by sinking speculators, 
who to swim awhile longer, would go any length 
to keep up appearances, by making some remittance 
to their Creditors abroad — But this business is now 
chiefly over & here at present there is neither money 
nor inclination to purchase Tob? — The crowd of 
bankrupts at P. has, I believe, nearly produced the 
same effect. 


[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO THE SECRETARY 
OF CONGRESS i 

RICHARD HENRY LEE [CHARLES THOMSON] 

New York August, 16, 1785, 

Sir, 

If, during the time of my absence, any business 
occurs that requires my signature ; be pleased to trans- 
mit such to me at Doct 5 Shippens in Philadelphia from 
whence you will receive a speedy return. I have the 
honor to be, with much esteem & regard, Sir your 
most obedient and very humble servant. 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Papers of the Continental Con- 
gi*ess, L. 78, Vol. 14, p. 661. 
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[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO [THE SECRETARY 
OF CONGRESS] 1 

RICHARD HENRY LEE [CHARLES THOMSON] 


Philadelphia August 21?? 1785. 


Sir, 

The letter that you favored me with on the 18— in- 
stant reached me yesterday after the post had left the 
City, so that the papers enclosed for my signature must 
be detained until next post day, unless Doct? Gardener 
should afford me an opportunity of more quickly con- 
veying them — With the returned papers, you will re- 
ceive also enclosed a letter from the honorable M r Rut- 
ledge, and one from U. Col? Harmer, both which I 
received yesterday. I pray you Sir to accept my 
thanks for your obliging wishes for the recovery of my 
health, which is certainly better than when I left New 
York, 

I am, with much esteem. Sir 
your most obedient and very humble servant. 


THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO 
[THE SECRETARY] OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 2 

RICHARD HENRY LEE JOHN JAY 

g IR Philadelphia September 11^ 1785. 

I had the honor of receiving this morning your 
favor of the fourth instant concerning the letter from 
Count de Florida Blanca to the President of Congress, 
which was delivered to me by M? Gardoque. Hav- 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, L. 78, Vol. 14, p. 665. 

2 A. L. S. library of the Department of State, Unbound Ms. 
Addressed, ** Honorable John Jay esquire j Minister for Foreign 
Affairs / at / New York j j R. H. Lee.” 
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ing considered that letter as a public one, I delivered 
it to Congress, and it now remains with their Secretary, 
if he has not sent it to your office. I do not pre- 
cisely remember the contents of the letter, and view- 
ing it in the light of a public one, I have two difficul- 
ties, which I pray your assistance to remove. As a 
public letter, it would seem that the sentiments in an- 
swer should be dictated by Congress — As a private 
one, I should know exactly its contents which I do 
not. I shall be very happy to have your sentiments 
on this occasion after you have seen the letter ; and 
I will readily pursue that course which your better 
knowledge of such business shall point out to me. 

Be pleased Sir to accept my thanks for your oblig- 
ing wishes for the restoration of my health which is 
much mended since I have drank the waters in the 
vicinity of this place. My compliments, if you please, 
to Mr Gardoque. 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of much 
esteem and regard, Sir your most obedient and very 
humble servant. 


THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO 
[THE PRIME MINISTER OF SPAIN] i 

RICHARD HENRY LEE COUNT DE FLORIDA BLANCA 

g iR New York October the 6, 1785 

The letter that your Excellency did me the honor to 
write to me on the 8 - of October last, 2 was delivered to 

1 A. copy L. S. American Philosophical Society, Lee Papers, II. 
247, No. 68. A letter book transcript of this letter is in the Library 
of Congress, Papers of the Continental Congress, XVI. 322. 

2 This letter, accrediting Gardoquias “charged with affairs 9 9 to the 
United States, is in the American Philosophical Society, Lee Papers, II. 
246. 
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me by S? D“ Diego de Gardoque immediately on his 
arrival. Being soon after much indisposed, it became 
necessary for me to retire from Congress for the recovery 
of my health, and that circumstance deprived me of the 
pleasure of writing to your Excellency by a more early 
conveyance. The appointment of Mi Gardoque gave 
great Satisfaction to the United States, and I flatter 
myself that the manner in which he was received, and 
will continue to be treated, will be perfectly agreeable 
to his Catholic Majesty. Be assured Sir that it is the 
sincere wish of this Country, not only to be on good 
terms with, but to cultivate the friendship of the Span- 
ish Monarchy ; and I am warranted to add, that the 
United States will cheerfully join in concerting and 
concluding such friendly and commercial connections 
with his Majesty, as by properly settling territorial ques- 
tions, and regulating the intercourse of the two nations 
on principles of reciprocity, may produce and perpet- 
uate mutual harmony and good will between, them. I 
pray God to bless your Excellency with long life, health, 
and happiness. With every consideration of high esteem 
and respect I have the honor to be Sir your Excellen- 
cies most obedient & most humble servant. 

His Excellency 

The Count de Florida Blanca. 

TO 1 

New York October the io* 1785 

Dear Sir. 

The public papers will have informed you of my 
having left New York, and the cause — The benefit 
that I received from the use of the Chalybeate waters 
in the vicinity of Philadelphia has been very flattering 

1 A. L. S. Massachusetts Histories] Society, Washburn Mss. 11. 
1. 4, p. 18. 
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and has enabled me to return to this City with a store 
of health that I hope will be sufficient at least to 
carry me triumphantly thro my Presidential year. 
The circumstance of ill health has been the principal 
cause that has prevented me from replying sooner to 
your favor of August the 8 th last. Indeed the current 
news here has been too unimportant to trouble you 
with reading or myself with writing it, & especially as 
it is well detailed in the newspapers. It is with 
infinite pleasure I learn that our church convention at 
Philadelphia have concluded their business with great 
conord, the surest pledge of the future success of their 
system. It was a circumstance of much advantage 
that their council were not disturbed by the mischievous 
high church principles that prevail with the nonjuring 
Episcopalians of these Northern regions, who, with 
Bishop Seabury at their head would have been very 
sufficient to disturb the Moderate Councils of any 
Whig assembly in the world. 

Our public letters of this day from the officers of the 
U. States at Pittsburg & its neighborhood, represent 
the Indian Nations, as Nations, in a friendly point 
of view, and seem to promise success as well to our 
treaty at the Mouth of Great Miami this month, as to 
the progress of business in surveying the Territory 
appointed for Sale northwest of Ohio. You have been 
misinformed with respect to the violent proceedings at 
Boston — Both in that State & N. Hampshire they 
have indeed passed lately Commercial Acts respecting 
foreign trade generally that do not accord with our 
Commercial treaties both with France & Sweden, 
which have already produced memorials to Congress 
from the Consuls of these nations — However, as 
these laws were probably the product of haste & 
inattention, I have no doubt but that they will rectify 
the evil upon a proper representation from the federal 
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head — So essential is the difference between the 
Northern & Southern productions and circumstances 
relative to Commerce, that it is not easy to adopt any 
general system that would well accord with all; and 
the Staple States should be feelingly alive to the pro- 
posed plan of vesting powers absolute for the restraint 
& regulation of Commerce in a Body of representatives 
whose Constituents are very differently circumstanced — 
Intrigue and coaliton among the No Staple States, 
taking advantage of the disunion and inattentifon] of 
the South, might fix a ruinous Monopoly upon the 
trade & productions of the Staple States that have not 
Ships or Seamen for the Exportation of their valuable 
productions — You know Sir that the Spirit of Com- 
merce is a Spirit of Avarice, and that whenever the 
power is given the will certainly follows to monopolise, 
to engross, and to take every possible advantage. I 
am free therefore to own that I think it both safest & 
best to give no such power to Congress, leave it to 
that Body to point out what is fit to be done in this 
[line], and founding their plans on principles of 
moderation and most accordant to the actual state & 
situation of the different States, to recommend their 
systems for the general adoption. I am persuaded 
that this plan would be successful to every good 
purpose. A contrary one would, I verily believe, be 
more hurtful, much more hurtful to us, than even the 
crabbed selfish system of Great Britain — M r Adams 
in a late letter to me from London, writing of Britain 
he says “ the Nation must be made to feel — but this is 
a work of time , and it is dangerous work , because it may 
in such inflammable circumstances provoke War ** — 
Indeed our proceedings with that Nation should be 
well considered, and cautiously practised upon — 

I am very fearful of the proceedings of our approach- 
ing session — Breach of Treaty — Paper Money — 
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Violation of public faith — are all, I am informed, 
much talked of — Either of the three will be sufficient 
to injure us greatly, as well as the U. States — and I 
assure you Sir, from the best authority, that such 
things as these have already deeply & essentially injured 
the American character in Europe generally. Ml 
Adams says in the same letter “ I hope that persons 
& property in America will be held sacred ” 

On the 8 - of next month I shall return to Virg* after 
thirteen months absence from my family. 

With very great respect & esteem I have the honor 
to be dear Sir your most obedient and very humble 
Servant. 


TO [GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON] 1 

New York October the nl h 1785 

Dear Sir, 

I make no doubt but that you have seen in the 
public papers that my ill state of health had com- 
pelled me to quit this City and Congress to seek relief 
from leisure and the Chalybiate springs near Phila- 
delphia — It is that circumstance that has prevented 
me from the pleasure of replying sooner to your favor 
of August the 22?, which I now do with many thanks 
for its obliging contents. The advantage that I re- 
ceived to my health from relaxation and the medical 
power of the springs I visited, has been very flattering, 
and will I hope furnish me with a stock of health 
sufficient to finish my Presidential year with some 
degree of comfort. I hear with singular pleasure that 
the very important business of opening the navigation 
of Potomac goes on so well. I well know how much 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LXVIII. 
189. 
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the community will be obliged for success in this useful 
work to your exertions. By a letter lately received 
the hon. Col? Monroe, who is at Pittsburg and intends 
to be at the Indian Treaty this month at the mouth 
of Great Miami ; we learn that the temper of the 
Indian Nations as nations, is not unfriendly to the 
U. States, and promising success, as well to the coming 
Treaty, as to the execution of the plan for surveying 
and disposing of territory beyond the Ohio for pay- 
ment of the public debt. Col? Monroe represents 
the Intruding Settlers N. W. of Ohio to be very few 
in number and they disposed to obey quickly the 
orders of Congress. The negotiation with MT Gar- 
doque proceeds so slowly, and as yet so ineffectually, 
that I fancy the free navigation of Mississippi is a 
point that we may take it for granted will not hastily 
be concluded upon. So that mischiefs from that 
source are probably postponed to a distant day. In 
G. Britain, they have been so engrossed with Irish 
affairs, that as yet Mf Adams has done nothing at that 
Court. He represents the Ministry, or a majority of 
them, as seemingly well disposed to us ; but fearing to 
do anything decisive because of the discontent and 
irritability of the National mind, which he thinks only 
wants money to recommence the War with us — On 
which account he recommends careful, steady, & 
moderate conduct on our part. The dispute between 
the Emperor & Holland is not yet settled that we 
know of — But a formidable league of Prussia, Saxony, 
& Hanover ; with some other powers, is actually signed 
to preserve inviolate the present State of the Empire 
against the intrigues of the Emperor who is stated as 
being much alarmed at this League. 

My brother A. Lee, who will have the honor of 
delivering you this letter will also supply any defect 
of intelligence that may have happened on my part — 
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I pray you Sir to present my respectful compliments 
to your Lady with my wishes for her health. 

I have the honor to be, with the most perfect esteem, 
respect, and regard ; dear Sir your most affectionate 
and obedient Servant. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN]i 

New York October the 14. 1785 

I hope my dear Cousin has returned to Phil* brim 
full of health and Law — But say, is it law, or is it the 
study of law alone, that is inconsistent with the duties 
of friendship ? There must be something in the way, 
or it never could have happened that I should not 
have received a letter from you in so great length of 
time — My silence could not be the cause. As your 
humanity would readily find an apology fonme in my 
very ill state of health — The Holker cause was not 
tried it seems, but the Election strife is over, and I 
wish to know the event, as well in other places as 
Phil a — Nor will it be unentertaining to know some- 
thing of the Manoeuvres of the contending parties — 
Curse & doubly curse the Algerines for these Pirates 
I fear have too certainly made war on our Commerce — 
Paul Jones from L’Orient informs us that Mons? 
Soulanges letter was there & its contents believed — 
These Infernals having put all the Commercial nations 
of Europe under contribution, except Portugal — The 
trade of Portugal with Ours, is all that remains for 
them to Plunder — Several years ago, your worthy 
Father sent me a Dutch Fan to Virginia, and now the 
Skreens of it are all worn out — I shall thank you 
exceedingly for getting a new Sett of the different 
finesses made for me by the best hand according to 
r A. L. S. Shipper* Collection. 
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the enclosed measure ; that I may take them with me 
to Virginia as I pass thro your City on the ii- or 12 
of next month — My Ml! Lee writes me that she 
must & will have a handsome Bread Tray for serving 
bread to Table, also a Basket proper for holding clean 
plates, and one for foul plates — Now you must be 
informed that this demand comes from too high 
Authority for me to venture neglecting it — therefore 
I must again put your friendship to Work, to find 
these out, genteel ones, and that they may be ready to 
go by Mf Crump who I expect will return to Phil* 
early in next month by Water — I hope to see my 
Gun & Pistols here handsomely repair’d before the 
5- of next month — My best love attends the whole 
family & that at Germantown — And I pray God to 
have you in his holy keeping — 

farewell. 

Put the Doctor in mind of my Gum rubrum astrin- 
gens Gambiense — for it is the Sheet Anchor of my 
health — 


TO [JAMES MONROEJi 

New York October the 17. 1785 

Dear Sir, 

I have received the letter that you did me the honor 
to write to me from Pittsburg, and I am much pleased 
to find by it that the Indian nations, as nations, are not 
indisposed to us — I think it augurs well to our treaty at 
Miami, and for the survey & sale of western territory. 

I am very unhappy to inform you of the death of 
our most worthy friend M' Hardy. He has been 
sick almost ever since you left this place, and early 
this morning he departed this life, greatly reduced, and 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Monroe Papers, VII. 844. 
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without much apparent pain — His loss to the public 
is great — I wish sincerely that the Assembly may be 
both able & willing to fill his vacancy with equal abil- 
ity & virtue — but unfortunately for the good of 
society, such characters as poor Hardy are rarely to be 
found, and too frequently bad men are 1 ready to 
oppose merit & to thrust themselves forward into 
places that should be filled alone by sense & virtue. 
Col? Grayson proposes to sell the horses that you & 
My Hardy had in partnership, as they will soon eat 
their heads off here, and where no owner wants their 
use. We have too much reason to apprehend that 
the Algarines have declared war against our Com- 
merce — These pirates having lately made a profitable 
peace with Spain, they have now (to the shame of 
Europe be it said) almost the whole of Europe their 
Tributaries, so that having little plunder now to get 
from that quarter, the Arm of Rapine is stretched out 
against us. It is most clear to me from My Adams’s 
account of what passed between him & the Secretary 
of State concerning the British debts, that if our 
Assemblies do not irritate by throwing obstructions in 
the way of the Treaty of peace we shall obtain every 
reasonable wish concerning time for payment — He 
seems to be apprehensive of Violence — for he says 
“ It cannot be too strongly recommended to let per- 
sons & property be held sacred/’ You will find that 
the business of Facilities, insultive as it is to us who 
have few or none, has been forced upon us as con- 
tended for when you were here. It is to me most 
plainly 2 proper, that our Assembly should Tax our 
people, only for Federal purposes, what will suffice to 
pay our Quota of the foreign interest, and 3 the 

1 The word “ found 99 is here erased. 

2 An illegible word is here erased. 

* The words “that of ” are here erased. 
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expences of the federal government; and not admit 
any facilities to be received in discharge of the Taxes 
but such as have originated with our own Citizens — 
This last will disappoint the plan of purchasing our 
produce with the certificates of these Northern States 
which will pay the domestic Creditors in these States 
whilst our own go unpaid — And thus we shall realy 
give a bribe to prevent the settlement of our Accounts 
and consequently prevent the payment of our own 
Citizens who are at least as large Creditors of the 
U. States as the Citizens of any other State — 

I shall be very happy to see you at Chantilly before 
you leave Virginia to return to Congress — 

I am dear Sir your friend and Servant. 

P. S. Poor Hardy is to be buried in the evening 
of tomorrow under the directions and Auspices of 
Congress — for his funeral we are adjourned two days. 


TO SAMUEL ADAMS i 

New York October the 17. 1785 

My Dear Sir, 

I am well satisfied that your friendship has long 
since suggested an apology for my not sooner answer- 
ing the letter that you did me the honor to write to 
me on the 7- of August last, because you will have 
been informed that my ill state of health compelled me 
to quit business and Congress, to seek for remedy in 
the medical waters lately discovered in Pennsylvania. 
I thank God that my health has been so restored as 
to enable me to return to my duty here, and I hope with 
a stock sufficient at least to carry me thro my Presi- 

1 A. L. $. New York Public library (Lenox Foundation), Bancroft 
Collection. Addressed to Him at Boston and franked by Lee. 
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dential year with some comfort to myself. The Gov- 
ernors letter concerning Cap? Stanhopes misconduct 
was immediately laid before Congress, and yours to 
me communicated to your delegates. In my absence 
Congress determined to send the papers to M? Adams 
in order to place the matter before Cap? Stanhopes 
Superiors. It is certainly very difficult to judge of 
Courts & Courtiers, because hypocrisy, simulation, 
and dissimulation reign throughout — but so far as we 
may judge from the civilities shewn to M? Adams, and 
the professions made to him, we may suppose that the 
behavior of Capt. Stanhope (which seems to have been 
a complication of folly & insolence) will not be ap- 
proved at S? James's. 

We do not find however, that the civil appearances 
about the Court of London have as yet produced any 
solid good effects — for still they hold the Posts, still 
they encroach on our Eastern boundary, and still their 
Commercial regulations continue crabbed, and hurtful 
to themselves & to us. Perhaps time may heal the 
wound that yet rankles in the National breast — I 
fear it is too true that the Algerines, these Hostes 
humani generis, have commenced 1 war upon our 
Commerce, and if we are not lucky enough to pur- 
chase a peace from these Barbarians before they taste 
the sweets of plundering our Commerce, it may be 
long before we can quiet them, and be most difficult 
to accomplish. — As for warring with them, as some 
propose, thro choice 2 — I say that it is a very crude & 
strange opinion. In such a War we shall have every 
thing to loose and nothing to gain. Is it possible that 
G. B. can have been so wicked as to have stimulated 
this War for Commercial purposes, and in revenge for 
our separation? — If it were not that all things are 

1 The word < c the * ’ is here erased. 

2 Substituted for force 99 erased. 
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possible with the corrupt Politicians of this day, I 
should say that they could not be so base — I think it 
seems probable that Ireland will not receive the Brit- 
ish regulation of their commerce, and if they reject the 
propositions with proper spirit, it may terminate not 
only in relieving Ireland, but also in disposing the 
haughty Britons to be more reasonable in the Com- 
mercial system with us. 

I beg that my respectful compliments may be ac- 
ceptable to M” Adams, and that you may be assured 
of the perfect esteem and regard with which I am your 
friend and affectionate Servant. 

My compliments, if you please, to Gen. Warren — 
I shall write to him soon. 


TO THOMAS LEE SHIPPED 

New York 19* Oct? 1785 

My dear Nephew. 

By your favor of the 17— instant I find that you 
have mistaken my request concerning the Dutch Fan 
— It is not a new Fan that I want, but only new 
Skreens for the old one, according to the measure 
that I enclosed you. The reasons that you give for 
keepi[ng your] 2 letter secret are very judicious & I 
shall do as you desire — You give me hopes that I 
shall see you here soon, so that I shall defer saying 
anything further on the subject of your letter, leaving 
the rest to the pleasure of a personal conversation — 

Poor Hardy is no mor[e. His ?] 2 loss is realy a 
very great one — My be[st love ?] 2 attends the family. 
God bless you [farewell ?] 2 

1 A. L. S. SMppen Collection. Addressed to Mm “ at Dr. SMp- 
pens in / Second Street / Plliladelphia. ,, 

* Hole in the Ms. 
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I wish the Workman may be very exact about the 
Skreens, otherwise they may not fit the Fan for which 
they are intended — 

I shall leave this City for Phil? on the 8- day of 
next month — Can you time it so as that we may 
travel back together ? — 


TO JOHN ADAMS i 

New York October the 23rd 1785 

Dear Sir. 

I received the letter that you did me the honor to 
write me on the 15th of July with the pleasure that 
always accompanies the receipt of letters from my old 
and much esteemed friend. I see with pleasure that 
your reception at the Court of London has been such 
as to promise you an agreeable residence there ; which 
may be somewhat pleasant altho you should unfortu- 
nately fail in the principal objects of your mission. 
This last however I yet hope will not be the case, 
since you represent the majority of the Ministry as 
able, and thinking rightly with respect to us. The 
national mind cannot sure continue long under the de- 
lusion created by the most vindictive and abominable 
characters in the world. I mean the Tory Refugees, 
who by themselves and by those who for sinister pur- 
poses, have suffered themselves to be imposed on by 
those people, are industriously keeping up on both 
sides of the water a contentious & mischievous spirit 
to the great hurt of both countries. We know them 
here, and by this they ought to be known in England, 

1 Adams Papers. Copy from the original furnished by the courtesy 
of Mr. Charles Francis Adams. A text with variations and addressed 
“ Hon. John Adams, Esq. /Minister Plenipo. to the Court of London 99 
is printed in R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 67. 
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to which country they have caused by their misrepre- 
sentations such infinite evil. In the mind of a person 
acquainted with the true state of things, there can 
remain no doubt but that this moment is the most 
favorable one that will probably occur again for G. 
Britain to make a favorable Treaty of Commerce with 
these U. States. The events which took place im- 
mediately succeeding the war, and which have pro- 
duced such wrong conclusions touching the British 
security of possessing our Commerce exclusively, can- 
not prevent our Trade from going as it is fast proceed- 
ing to do, into other channels, where it is driven by 
the mistaken discouragements that are imposed by 
Britain. I have myself no doubt that smart duties of 
Tonnage will be laid by all the States on the Vessels 
of those nations with whom we have not Commercial 
Treaties, and that such will be prohibited from import- 
ing into our Ports productions or manufactures not the 
growth or manufacture of the country importing them. 
Thus these States, forced into it by the intemperance 
of G. Britain and led by her example, will be forming 
laws to discourage a Commerce that might be so mutu- 
ally beneficial ; if wisdom and temper prevailed over 
passion and folly. The project of a Treaty proposed 
by you to the Court where you are, is so perfectly just, 
and will be so greatly beneficial to both, that I cannot 
help hoping that it will yet be agreed to. 

I am greatly obliged to you Sir, for your good in- 
tentions respecting Mr Steptoe, and I entreat that 
you will so have him in your mind as that you may 
effectually promote his views whensoever an oppor- 
tunity shall present. Much harmony has prevailed 
this year in Congress, and I hope that the same con- 
cord will continue. 

The present federal year being on the point of end- 
ing I shall return to Virginia, as I mentioned in a for- 
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mer letter, you may write very securely to me under 
the care of Messrs Wallace, Johnson, & Muir Mer- 
chants in London who will safely forward your letters. 

I am with most sincere and perfect esteem and 
regard dear Sir, your most obedient, and very humble 
Servant. 

P.S. Be so kind as forward Mr Jefferson’s letter 
to him by the safest opportunity that you can meet 
with — I have since determined to send Mr Jeffer- 
son’s letter by the French Packet. 


[THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] TO [THE AMERI- 
CAN MINISTER TO ENGLAND] i 

RICHARD HENRY LEE [JOHN ADAMS] 

New York October the 24th 1785 

Dear Sir. 

Having yesterday written you a long letter, I have 
now only to request your attention to the following 
business, which is of very great importance to those 
whom it concerns, and who form a considerable portion 
of the Citizens of these States. The representation of 
those professing the Church of England system of 
religion, having been lately assembled at Philadelphia 
where Lay and Clerical deputies from seven States 
were convened in General Convention for the purpose 
among other things, of preserving and maintaining a 
succession of divines in their Church, in a manner 
which they judge consonant to the gospel, and no way 
interfering with the religious or civil rights of others, 
have sent an address to the Archbishops and Bishops 
of England proposing a plan for the consecration of 

1 Adams Papers. Copy from the original furnished through the 
courtesy of Mr. Charles Francis Adams. 
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American Bishops. It is imagined that before any 
thing is done in this business by the Bishops of Eng- 
land, that they will consult the King and Ministry; 
who it is apprehended may now, as heretofore, suppose 
that any step of the kind being taken in England, might 
be considered here as an officious intermeddling with 
our affairs that would give offence on this side the 
water — Should this be the case the Church of England 
Members in Congress have the greatest reliance on 
your liberal regard for the religious rights of all men, 
that you will remove mistaken scruples from the mind 
of administration, by representing how perfectly conso- 
nant it is with our Revolution principles professed 
thro-out all the States, that every denomination of 
Christians has a right to pursue its own religious 
modes, interfering not with others. That instead of 
giving offence it must give content, by evidencing a 
friendly disposition to accommodate the people here 
who are of the Church in question. In proof of this. 
Congress did lately shew their attention to the accom- 
modation of this class of Christians, by communicating 
to the different Executives your information from the 
Danish Minister of that King's willingness so to facili- 
tate the business of ordination for our church — And 
the Assembly of Virginia hath incorporated this Society 
Under which Act of incorporation the Convention was 
held in that State that sent both Lay and Clerical 
deputies to the General Convention lately held in 
Philadelphia. 

I have the honor to be with sentiments of the truest 
esteem and regard, dear Sir, your most obedient and 
very humble Servant. 


VOL. II — 2D 
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TO [THOMAS JEFFERSON]i 

New York October the 29. 1785 

Dear Sir 

My ill state of health having compelled me to look 
for benefit from the medical springs lately discovered 
in the vicinity of Philadelphia, I there received the 
letter that you did me the honor to write me on the 
T2- h of July — but tho M- Houdon arrived there with 
D? Franklin when I was in the City, the former of 
these gentlemen did not deliver your letter to me, but 
it found me thro the medium of the Post. I have not 
yet seen M? Houdon, nor has he been in any manner 
before Congress that I know of — he went, immediately 
after his landing to General Washingtons from whence 
I understand that he has returned to this City a day 
or two ago, but I have not yet seen him. Your re- 
quest, independent of his singular merit, will secure 
him every civility and service in my power — I think 
that you have cause, from your statement, to complain 
of the remissness of your Correspondents — Were I 
not prevented by the unhappy state of my health, most 
certainly I should be more attentive to gratify you in 
a way that certainly must be very agreeable to you, 
sequestered as you are from your own Country. I 
think that we have reason to suppose that the requisi- 
tion of this year (which with the plan for surveying & 
selling part of the Western lands I have now the honor 
to enclose you) will produce, at least a sufficiency to 
pay with credit the interest of our foreign debt and to 
support the expences of the federal government — The 
unliquidated state of the domestic debt, and the un- 
equal business of the facilities may perhaps obstruct 
for the present the payment of the domestic interest — 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Jefferson Correspondence, Letters 
to Jefferson, Ser. 6, Vol. 2, No. 41. 
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I understand the displeasure of the Commissioners 
of the Treasury arose from M r Grand’s failing to com- 
ply with orders given him to pay the interest due to 
the Crown of France which has created uneasiness and 
doubt of our punctuality when these would not have 
existed had M* Grand not undertaken to pay himself 
instead of the Government — However, I suppose that 
the Commissioners will take care to make good the 
payments omitted by M? Grand to have been made to 
Government. Vermont remains as it was, and we have 
heard nothing lately concerning Franklin — The Vir- 
ginia Assembly are agreed, so far as I know, to indulge 
Kentucky provided it shall be agreeable to the U. 
States to receive them into the Confederacy so that 
they may for every purpose be a part of the general 
system — A proposition is depending before Congress 
to declare the sense of the Union against all future 
dismemberments without the consent of the State to 
be dismembered and of the United States — Concern- 
ing your idea of packets I have spoken to some Mem- 
bers — the expence alarms, and they seem rather to 
approve of sending on occasion a Courier in the packets 
as they now are — But since a plan has lately been 
adopted for sending the Mails by Stages instead of 
Post Riders, which will not only quicken communica- 
tion greatly, but very much increase the Post Office 
Revenue, I hope that Packets as well as Cross Posts 
may e’er long be supported. We have lost poor Hardy 
who dyed here after some weeks illness — The Sur- 
veyors are now at work (under the Ordinance) N. 
West of Ohio, and a Treaty with the Western Indians 
is 1 holding at Great Miami — Our Assembly is now 
in Session, but we have not heard whether Harrison 
or Tyler has got the Chair, but certainly the contest 
will have been warm and pretty equal — My Presi- 

1 An erasure follows here. 
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dential year ends in 9 days, after which I shall return 
to Virginia for some months at least, my return to 
Congress will depend on the state of my health which 
is better indeed, but far yet from being as I wish it. 
Let me be where I will I shall always be happy to 
hear from you and to give you the news of our Coun- 
try such as it may be. My brother Arthur Lee being 
resident here as one of the Commissioners of the Treas- 
ury of the U. States, will receive your letters for me 
and forward them to Virginia — I shall esteem it a 
very particular favor if you will be so good as send 
me one of the newly invented Philosophical Lamps 
which I understand to be handsome, useful, and oeco- 
nomical ; employing a small quantity of oil to great 
advantage in giving light. I will either thankfully 
repay the cost to your order in Virginia, or remit it 
to you in France thro the medium of my Brother 
Arthur from this place. I suppose that you may con- 
trive it by one of the french packets to my brothers 
care in this City. And it will add to the favor if you 
accompany the Machine with a description of its use. 

I am dear Sir, with sentiments of the sincerest esteem 
and regard, your most obedient and very humble Servant. 

P.S. 

Remember me if you please to M? Short & tell him 
that I answered immediately the only letter that I have 
had the pleasure to receive from him 

TO THE MARQUIS DE LA FAYETTE 1 

New York, 30th October, 1785. 

I thank you, my dear marquis, for your very affec- 
tionate letter, by Mr. Houdon; that gentleman arrived 
in Philadelphia, and proceeded immediately to Mount 

. 1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee, II. 68. 
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Vernon ; he has been ever since with General Wash- 
ington, so that I have not yet had the pleasure of see- 
ing him in this city. It is very happy for America, that 
events of such high importance should have taken place 
here as to invite artists, of Mr. Houdon’s great repu- 
tation, to visit us. I hope that he will find every thing 
here agreeable to his wishes. As I take strong part in 
every thing that conduces to your happiness, so I have 
contemplated with pleasure, the great satisfaction you 
must have received at the review of those excellent 
troops of the emperor and of Prussia. A philosophic 
mind is apt, however, to regret that such fine exertions 
of human art should so often be employed for the de- 
struction of the human species. I will comfort myself 
here by hoping, that these will be used to suppress and 
control, not to promote the bad purposes of ambition. 
It raises high the glory of Louis the Sixteenth, that his 
reign has been so eminent for promoting the good of 
mankind, whilst sovereigns in general, employ their 
power to increase the miseries of human nature ! Will 
it not happen, during the reign of this glorious mon- 
arch, that those lawless pirates, upon the African coast 
of the Mediterranean, will be compelled, by some proper 
system, to respect the rights of men, and the laws of 
nations, instead of receiving annual stipends for not 
doing what it is really infamous to do. I mean roaming 
about to injure, oppress, and destroy, their unoffending 
fellow creatures. Among the many leagues that are 
formed, why may not one be made for the purpose of 
protecting the rights of humanity. I hope, sir, that you 
have not forgotten your design, again to make us happy, 
by your return to these United States. 

I have the honour to be, with sentiments of the 
highest affection and friendship, my dear marquis. 
Your most ob’t and very humble serv’t. 

Marquis De La Fayette. 
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[TO THE SPANISH MINISTER TO THE 
UNITED STATES] i 

DON DIEGO DE GARDOQUI 


Dear Sir — 


Chantilly, Virginia, December 3d, 1785. 


It is with great pleasure that I embrace this oppor- 
tunity of saluting you, by my friend and relation 
Colonel Henry Lee, who is going to Congress, a 
member of that body. I hope he will find you in 
good health, and still growing better, for I am sure that 
it will conduce much to the good of Spain, and this 
country, that his Catholic majesty should continue to 
be represented here by a gentleman who has so good 
a knowledge of both countries, with so candid a desire 
to benefit both by the knowledge he possesses. My 
return to Congress, in the course of the coming year, 
will depend so much upon the state of my health, that 
I dare not say yet, how it will be ; but, certainly, it 
will add much to my happiness to have the pleasure 
of seeing you again. I pray God to bless you long 
with health and every happiness ; and being, with con- 
siderations of the highest respect and esteem. Sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant. 

His Excellency Don Diego de Gardoque, 

Plenipotentiary encargado de negotios, of 
his Catholic majesty, to the United States. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] 2 

My DEAR Nephew. Chantilly December 4* 1785 

The Saturday sennight after I left you brought me 
safe to this place where I have the happiness to find 
all well — Our felicity would be complete indeed if our 

1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 69. 

2 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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Philadelphia friends made part of our Circle — I am 
not without hopes that it may one day or other be the 
case. Already I treasure up your promise of visiting 
these parts before you cross the Atlantic. You have 
numerous friends here who will all rejoice to see you, 
and the fine sparkling black eyes of little Frank will 
glisten wonderfully at the beautiful blue eyes of his fair 
cousin Peggy Livingston — Whether or not my health 
will permit my return to Congress next year is a question 
that I dare not undertake to answer yet — Neither my 
favorite little Boat or the Box that I left at your house 
with part of my baggage are yet arrived here, nor have 
we heard a tittle of the Vessel (Mf Wyncoop & Sea- 
man’s) that was to have sailed with them the Sunday 
after I left you ! Where is the Vessel & where are my 
things — if they yet remain in Phil* the Vessel com- 
manded by a Capt. Stewart that lays at Arch Street 
Wharf will bring & land them for me at Zachary 
Weavers where he landed the Plaster of Paris, he is 
Stationary Vessel between Alexandria & Philf. The 
plate & the Bread Baskets, bless me, the most impor- 
tant of all because commanded by the highest authority, 
as all Married men know, which pleasing influence will 
in due Season be felt by my friend to whom I write — 
The non arrival of these baskets has been imputed to 
accident, for says she, M! Shippen is polite and exact, 
so that no omission can possibly have arisen from him. 
I agree that it is so. And we resolve to expect them 
by the first fair wind. The Skreens too for my Dutch 
fan that I was at such pains to send the measures, of, 
unfortunately I forgot in my haste. And now my Fan 
is quite useless for want of the Skreens. I pray you 
my dear Cousin to let these things be sent expeditiously, 
together with two or three ounces of the Butter Nut 
Syrup that your worthy father promised to procure for 
me. By means of a Mf Thomson Merchant here 
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from your City I can & will order you payment for 
these things the Moment that I know their cost — The 
Roll or two of narrow pink Ribbon for Molly’s Tam- 
bour is also much wanted — We all here join most cord- 
ially in love and compliments to your whole family — 
And I pray you not to forget my best affections for the 
Old Doctor when you see him — 

God bless you, farewell. 

Letters for me may come for the present, (either by 
water), or by post, to the care of my Son Thomas Lee 
at Dumfries. 

TO [JOHN ADAMS] i 

DEAR Sir Chantilly Decern — 12 1785. 

My Presidential year being ended, I had left New 
York for this place (from which and from my familyY 
had been thirteen months absent) before letters which 
you did me the honor to write me on the twenty-sixth 
of August & the sixth and seventh of September came 
to hand, which has prevented me from showing civili- 
ties to Mr Storer and Mr Wengrove that I should 
otherwise have taken pleasure in doing. The state of 
my health is so precarious (being prevented by the 
Gout in my right hand from writing myself) that it is 
uncertain when I shall be permitted to return to Con- 
gress. But let me be where I will, I shall always be 
happy to correspond with you. My brother Arthur 
Lee who now resides at New York, a Commissioner of 
the [Treasury] of the U. S. will receive and forward to 
me such letters as you are pleased to write. It gives me 
pleasure to hear of Col- Smith as so agreeable a secretary 
to you, indeed I had expected so from his politeness, 

1 Adams Papers. Copy from the original supplied through the 
tourtesy of Mr. Charles Francis Adams. 
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his good sense, and his spirit. It is certainly a mis- 
fortune both to the United States and to Great Britain 
that a singular kind of after wisdom, the latter should 
so perpetually keep the two countries at variance with 
each other. To profit from experience so becometh 
Nations as well as individuals Yet it denoteth much 
ill to both when advice is not taken from that best . . . 
of knowledge. It is this kind of wisdom that having 
already irrevocably lost to Great Britain a great and 
valuable part of her dominions, is now proceeding to 
deprive her of a great and valuable part of her Com- 
merce. Dear Sir I plainly perceive that the Statesmen 
and the commercial mistakes of that country are going 
to force these United States contrary to their inclina- 
tion, into systems that will probably prevent our trade 
from ever flowing as it probably would have done, into 
British channels. It is true that we may be injured in 
the commencement of these experiments, but it is cer- 
tain that those who compel them will be more hurt. 
A similar experiment has been lately made, yet such is 
the curse attending Britain and British Statesmen, that 
they will neither remember the one, or profit from the 
other. I join with you in hoping soon to see Ameri- 
can Factories established in the East and certainly it 
will be highly agreeable to me to find Mr Steptoe 
promoting there his country’s and his own good 

I have the honor to be with every sen- 
timent of esteem and regard your friend and Servant. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] i 

My DEAR Nephew Chantilly December the 12 1785 

The Bread Basket, the plate warmer, the Boat, and 
the Box have all Safely arrived. By the coming of 

1 Ms. copy. Shippen Collection. 
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the two former I have escaped a scouring, and your 
character is established for polite attention and punctu- 
ality. For Mil Lee says “ tis true they are not 
exactly the things sent for, but they are pretty and I 
am contented. Especially as a proper Wicker China 
plate Basket may hereafter be sent.” 

Thus you see my dear Sir that a foundation is laid 
for further employment. For I am bound to take 
hints without waiting for express desires. I am there- 
fore to request that you will be upon the lookout for such 
a basket and send it forward by the first opportunity. 
I note the cost of those already sent and will Shortly 
forward to you a Bill on Philadelphia for their Value 
and the supposed Cost of the basket now written for. 
My amanuensis says that Mi Shippen may send us 
a pair of craping irons, and so say I, if he pleases. A 
severe and painful attack of the Gout in my right hand 
prevents me from using it at present but even the Gout 
must not suffer me to forget to assure you of the Con- 
stant affection of this family for you and their other 
relations in second Street. 

I am very sincerely. 

Yours. 

P.S. 

I hope my good friend your father will excuse me 
for reminding him to send me two or three Ounces of 
the Butternut Syrup of which I am in great want of. 

TO THEODERIC LEE 1 

Dear Sir, Chantilly Jan? a 7 - *7«6 

My Son Ludwell will deliver to you £ 4 .. 12 . 10 for 
the discharge of your account against me — John 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Ford 
Collection, 1771-1791 . Addressed, “ Theoderic Lee/Merch;/ 
Alexandria // favored by/Mf L. Lee.” 
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Weaver delivered safely the things that you sent by 
him, but I never knew ’till he came down that you 
had sent the Raisins, Almonds & Berries, for Robin- 
son did not inform me or send me your letter — After 
much enquiry, in consequence of your letter by 
Weaver, I come to learn that Robinson belongd to 
Yeocomico, and a few days ago I got, by sending 40 
miles for them, your joint letter with the goods — The 
Raisins & Berries so damaged as to be fit for very lit- 
tle. I thank you however for the trouble you have 
taken If M ? Watson can prevail with any vessel 
going to New England to call at Zachary Weavers and 
carry a Barrel of Tobacco for chewing to General 
Whipple of Portsmouth in New Hampshire I shall be 
much obliged — M r Watson may remember that in 
the fall of 1784, when I was on my way to Congress, 
in his Store a New England Captain promised me to 
call at Zachary Weavers for this barrel of Chewing 
Tob? — but he never called & the barrel has been 
laying there ever since. Zachary Weaver lives on the 
Virg? Shore nearly opposite to Blackstones Island and 
where Hallows’s Marsh joins the Main high land at a 
place called the Table of Poplars. 

Give my service to Ml Watson and believe me to 
be dear Cousin your affectionate friend & Relation. 


TO COLONEL MARTIN PICKETT 1 

Chantilly, March 5th, 1786. 

Sir, 

It is certainly true that a popular government cannot 
flourish without virtue in the people, and it is as true 
that knowledge is a principal source of virtue ; these 
facts render the establishment of schools, for the 

1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee, II. 70. 
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instruction of youth, a fundamental concern in all free 
communities. I wish that it had been made a primary 
duty of the legislature, by our constitution, as it has 
been wisely done by some of the states in this union. 
Such establishments will be the surest means of perpet- 
uating our free forms of government, for, when men 
are taught to know, and well to understand, the great 
inherent rights of human nature, they will take care 
not to suffer the hands of vice, of violence, or of 
ignorance, to rob them of such inestimable blessings. 
You may suppose, sir, that, with these sentiments, I 
see with pleasure every attempt to establish seminaries 
of learning, and that my endeavours shall not be want- 
ing to promote the laudable purpose, by every means 
in my power. You say there are several beautiful sit- 
uations on Spicer’s tenement, for the purpose of the 
proposed academy, and that he is willing to part with 
any two acres for that use. I do hereby, sir, declare 
to you, and assure the other gentlemen concerned with 
you in the establishment of this academy, that when- 
ever Randall Spicer’s consent for this purpose, shall be 
tendered me in writing, and a fee simple deed be 
offered me to sign, for conveying a clear and effectual 
fee simple right in any such two acres, for the sole use 
of a public school, or seminary of learning, and for no 
other use or purpose whatsoever, I will sign and 
execute such deed with pleasure, and desire no other 
gratuity but the satisfaction that I shall receive in 
knowing the salutary effects that will be derived to the 
good people of Fauquier in particular, and the com- 
munity in general, from so useful an establishment. 
With my respects to all the gentlemen concerned in 
this praiseworthy business, I remain, Sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Col. Martin Pickett, Fauquier. 
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TO JOHN HOPKINS i 

Chantilly 22? April 1786. 

Sir, 

By the Hon. M* A. Lee who arrived here from 
Congress last Tuesday I am informed that the Board 
of Treasury have sent you proper Indents for the 
purpose of your granting evidences of interest due on 
Loan office Certificates up to the last day of the year 
1784 according to the Requisition of Congress of last 
September. I have therefore sent my Overseer to 
Richmond with my Certificates to receive from you 
Indents of interest agreeably to the last Requisition. 

Your last settlement and payment of interest on 
these Certificates was up to the close of the year 1782. 
So that now you will please to send me Indents for 
interests for the two years 1783 and 1784. In the calcu- 
lation of interest that you made on one of these certifi- 
cates, to wit, that for 300 dollars issued on the 6- day 
of december 1777, y ou re duce the Nominal value to 
Specie 222 dol? 85/90 & 4/8 and calculate the interest 
on such reduced value ; whereas by the Resolution of 
Congress of January the 15- 1784 Journal Yol 9. P. 
35 you will be pleased to observe that the interest of 
such Certificates is liable to no depreciation, but the 
interest is to be calculated on the full nominal value, 
and there-fore interest should have been calculated on 
300 dollars instead of 222 dollars & 85/90 & 4/8 
making a difference to me of about 4 dollars & 2 
thirds — Be so kind Sir as rectify this in your present 
issues of Indents and send me interest on the full 
value of the nominal dollars for this Certificate, as well 
for the years 17 83 & 1784 as for the difference between 
your former calculation & the right method herein 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Emmet 
Collection 9681. 
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before stated. I have never received the second letter 
that you promised me, nor indeed is it necessary, as I 
am well satisfied that I was misinformed, and that 
your conduct with respect to me was blameless. I 
have only now to request the favor of you to be so 
kind as give my Overseer all possible dispatch, as he 
is much wanted at home in this busy Season ; and if 
you please to send me a short Statement of the Inter- 
est you issue on these my Certificates I shall thank 
you. 

I am Sir your most 
obedient and very 
John Hopkins Esq' humble Servant. 


TO [THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS] i 

[NATHANIEL GORHAM] 

Chantilly in Virginia June 20. 1786. 

Sir, 

The enclosed papers that I have the honor of trans- 
mitting to your Excellency for the consideration of 
Congress I have but now received altho they are dated 
in the last year. 

I am perfectly satisfied that this demand of My 
Schweighauser will be found, on due enquiry, to be 
right ; and that this worthy Gentleman who has been 
long injuriously baffled of his honest demand plainly 
against the will of Congress, will now be fully paid by 
the effectual measures that Congress in their wisdom 
and justice shall direct. 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of the most 
perfect respect esteem. Sir, your Excellencies most 
obedient and very humble Servant. 

1 A. L. S. . Library of Congress, Papers of the Continental Congress, 
L. 78, Vol. 14, p. 723. 
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TO [THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA] * 
[edmund Randolph] 

Chantilly March 26. 1787 

Sir, 

The letter that your Excellency did me the honor 
to write me on the 23? instant I received this day, and 
I assure you that it is with much regret I find myself 
compelled to decline accepting the honorable Office 2 
to which I have been appointed 

The circumstances of my health Sir will not permit 
me to think of going northward sooner than the mid- 
dle of June, and then, if I am more than convalescent, 
my appointment to Congress will carry me to that 
Assembly. There are so many gentlemen of good 
hearts and sound heads appointed to the Convention, 
at Philadelphia, that I feel a disposition to repose with 
confidence in their determinations. 

Be so kind Sir as present me most respectfully to 
the Honorable Council and assign the reasons to them 
that I have given for requesting to be excused from 
going to the Convention. 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of 
the highest regard and esteem 

Sir your Excellencies most obedient & very 
humble servant. 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Ford 
Collection, 1771-1791. 

2 Lee was notified of his appointment as a delegate to the Federal 
Convention in the following letter from Edmund Randolph, the Gov- 
ernor of Virginia : 

“Richmond March zo*? 1 1787 

“ The Honble Richard H. Lee, 

“ Sir, I feel a particular pleasure in communicating to you your ap- 
pointment, as a deputy to the foederal convention at Philadelphia in may 
next. The nomination was made by the executive today, and, if it 
be acceptable to you I shall transmit a more formal testimonial by the 
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TO [GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON i] 

Chantilly April 16. 1787 

Dear Sir, 

I have the honor to send you by this opportunity 
the Act of Assembly passed in 1772, by which your- 
self, with me and others, were appointed Trustees to 
manage the sale of the Land held in Tail by AL AV— 
Booth and his Lady, and to purchase and settle other 
lands to descend as those in Tail would have done. 
Ml Booth did long since sell the Intailed Land to 
Squire Lee of Maryland, and purchased other land of 
Col? Thruston, out of which, I understand, he pro- 
poses to settle on his Son a satisfaction for the Land 
that was intailed. 

You will please to observe Sir, that this Act has a 
suspending Clause, and if it was never assented to, 
then our right to act in this business has never existed, 
but Ml Booth the younger (as heir to his Mother) 
having the Fee simple under the Act of Assembly 
passed in 1776 for destroying Intails, possesses now 
the only power to make a conveyance to the purchaser. 
As these Acts for docking Intails were of a private 
nature, the persons concerned did formerly interest 
themselves in such matters, and their Agents in Lon- 
don usually transmitted to them the Assent authenti- 
cated. On this plan, Ml Booth may perhaps be in 
possession of this document, by which alone, it appears, 
that we can have any right to make a conveyance — 
If such shall be your opinion, and the Assent be shewn 
to you ; I will most readily, and so undoubtedly will 

earliest opportunity. As I am well persuaded, that your assistance will 
be agreeable to our colleagues, so can I assure you, that it will be very 
cordial to Sir, your mo. ob. serv?” (Virginia State Library, Execu- 
tive Letter Books, 1786—1788.) 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LXXI. 89. 
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Ml Lee the other surviving Trustee join you in a con- 
veyance whensoever the parties shall desire it, and 
produce to you a proper assurance from Ml Booth the 
younger that his father has sufficiently assured him of 
a full equivalent for the Land the intail of which was 
dockt. 

M” Lee & myself join with our daughters in pre- 
senting our best respects to Mount Vernon. 

I have the honor to be dear Sir, with 
singular respect & esteem 

Your affectionate and obedient Servant. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] i 

Chantilly April 17. 1787 

My very dear Cousiisr, 

Since I parted with you and my other dear friends 
in Philadelphia in the fall of 1785 I have been agree- 
ably employed in family cares and domestic concerns 
— This pleasant life, with much attention to my health, 
has restored it beyond my hopes ; but yet not so 
firmly as to promise the power of again engaging 
largely with public affairs — Perhaps I may venture to 
Congress during the course of the coming Summer. 
I feel & see the unhappy state of public affairs that 
you describe, but I hope for amendment — We have 
everywhere young Men coming forward with worth 
and talents that promise good things — 

In May next a Convention is to meet at Philadel- 
phia for the purpose of amending our foederal Consti- 
tution — from this source perhaps we may derive some 
good. From the Herald’s Office in London you may 
get the most perfect information concerning our family 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. Endorsed as sent to him “in 
London.” 
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before some of them came here, and I think that my 
eldest brother did lodge with the office an account of 
that part of the family that came here — Your Uncle 
A. Lee, who is now here, tells me that M5 W- Lee 
did get from the Heralds Office a very complete 
account of the family — The book you allude to is in 
the possession of Mf Fendall who married my 
brother’s widow, & he is at present not in the Country. 
The elder branch of our family lives now in Shrop- 
shire near Shrewsbury and possesses undiminished the 
old original family Estate — I daresay that he will be 
glad to see you when you travel that way, and he be- 
comes acquainted with your extraction. I received 
the Stockings and Socks, that you were so good as to 
send me, with double pleasure, because they gave me 
such additional proof of your friendship, and because 
they are so admirably fitted for the purpose they were 
intended. I have worn them ever since with great 
satisfaction — I hope my dear friend that you will con- 
tinue your agreeable correspondence, it will be a great 
comfort to me in my retirement. But above all, I 
hope you will not forget your promise of coming to 
see us on your return to America. I assure you that 
I contemplate that time with great delight. Will you 
give my best respects to the worthy Bishop of Chester 
when you see him and inform him that I never re- 
ceived the letter he was pleased to write me by M" 
Beverley — The Gentleman took such measures as did 
indeed seem secure for conveying the Letter, but it 
miscarried by accident — I wish also to be affectionately 
remembered to my friend Edmund Jennings Esq" — 
If any very valuable and well approved Books in any 
Science (if they be not very [dear] 1 indeed) shall make 
their appearance, be so good as send them to me, and 


1 Ms. damaged by a hole. 
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on your application to my Merchant in London M r 
Thomas Blane he will pay you the money for them. 

Farewell my dear Cousin and that you may be 
happy and return safely to your native Country is the 
prayer of your affectionate Uncle & friend. 

TO GEORGE MASON 1 

Chantilly, May 15th, 1787. 

Dear Sir — 

It has given me much pleasure to be informed 
that General Washington and yourself, have gone to 
the convention. We may hope, from such efforts, 
that alterations beneficial will take place in our fed- 
eral constitution, if it shall be found, on deliberate 
inquiry, that the evils now felt do flow from errors in 
that constitution ; but, alas ! sir, I fear it is more in 
vicious manners, than mistakes in form, that we must 
seek for the causes of the present discontent. The 
present causes of complaint seem to be, that Congress 
cannot command the money necessary for the just 
purposes of paying debts, or for supporting the federal 
government; and that they cannot make treaties of 
commerce, unless power unlimited, of regulating trade, 
be given. The confederation now gives right to name 
the sums necessary, and to apportion the quotas by a 
rule established. This rule is, unfortunately, very 
difficult of execution, and, therefore, the recommen- 
dations of Congress on this subject, have not been 
made in federal mode ; so that states have thought 
themselves justified in non-compliance. If the rule 
were plain and easy, and refusal were then to follow 
demand, I see clearly, that no form of government 
whatever, short of force, will answer; for the same 

1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 71. 
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want of principle that produces neglect now, will do so 
under any change not supported by power compulsory ; 
the difficulty certainly is, how to give this power in 
such manner as that it may only be used to good, 
and not abused to bad, purposes. Whoever shall 
solve this difficulty will receive the thanks of this and 
future generations. With respect to the want of 
power to make treaties of trade, for want of legislation, 
to regulate the general commerce, it appears to me, 
that the right of making treaties, and the legislative 
power contended for, are essentially different things; 
the former may be given and executed, without the 
danger attending upon the states parting with their 
legislative authority, in the instance contended for. 
If the third paragraph of the sixth article were altered, 
by striking out the words, in pursuance of any treaties 
already proposed by Congress, to the courts of France 
and Spain ; and the proviso stricken out of the first 
section in the ninth article, Congress would then have 
a complete and unlimited right of making treaties of 
all kinds, and, so far, I really think it both right and 
necessary; but this is very different from, and in 
danger far short of, giving an exclusive power of 
regulating trade. A minister of Congress may go to 
a foreign court with full power to make a commercial 
treaty; but if he were to propose to such court that 
the eight northern states in this union, should have 
the exclusive right of carrying the products of the five 
southern states, or of supplying these states with foreign 
articles ; such a proposition of monopoly would be 
rejected; and, therefore, no danger here from the 
power of making treaty; but a legislative right to 
regulate trade through the states, may, in a thousand 
artful modes, be so abused as to produce the monopoly 
aforesaid, to the extreme oppression of the staple 
states, as they are called. I do not say that this would 
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be done, but I contend that it might be done ; and, 
where interest powerfully prompts, it is greatly to be 
feared that it would be done. Whoever has served 
long in Congress, knows, that the restraint of making 
the consent of nine states necessary, is feeble and in- 
competent. Some will sometimes sleep, and some 
will be negligent, but it is certain that improper power 
not given, cannot be improperly used. The human 
mind is too apt to rush from one extreme to another ; 
it appears, by the objections that came from the differ- 
ent states, when the confederation was submitted for 
consideration, that the universal apprehension was, of 
the too great, not the defective powers of Congress. 
Whence this immense change of sentiment, in a few 
years ? for now the cry is power, give Congress power. 
Without reflecting that every free nation, that hath 
ever existed, has lost its liberty by the same rash im- 
patience, and want of necessary caution. I am glad, 
however, to find, on this occasion, that so many gentle- 
men, of competent years, are sent to the convention, 
for, certainly, “ youth is the season of credulity, and 
confidence a plant of slow growth in an aged bosom.” 
The states have been so unpardonably remiss, in 
furnishing their federal quotas, as to make impost 
necessary, for a term of time, with a provisional 
security, that the money arising shall be unchangeably 
applied to the payment of their public debts : that 
accounts of the application, shall be annually sent to 
each state ; and the collecting officers appointed by, 
and be amenable to the states ; or, if not so, very 
strong preventives and correctives of official abuse and 
misconduct, interpose, to shield the people from 
oppression. Give me leave, sir, to detain you a 
moment longer, with a proposition that I have not 
heard mentioned. It is that the right of making 
paper money shall be exclusively vested in Congress ; 
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such a right will be clearly within the spirit of the 
fourth section of the ninth article of the present con- 
federation. This appears to me, to be a restraint of 
the last importance to the peace and happiness of the 
Union, and of every part of it. Knaves assure, and 
fools believe, that calling paper money, and making it 
tender, is the way to be rich and happy ; thus the 
national mind is kept in constant ferment; and the 
public councils in continual disturbance by the in- 
trigues of wicked men, for fraudulent purposes, for 
speculating designs. This would be a great step 
towards correcting morals, and suppressing legislative 
frauds, which, of all frauds, is the most fatal to society. 
Do you not think, sir, that it ought to be declared, by 
the new system, that any state act of legislation that 
shall contravene, or oppose, the authorized acts of 
Congress, or interfere with the expressed rights of that 
body, shall be ipso facto void, and of no force what- 
soever. My respects, if you please, to your brethren 
of the convention, from this state, and pardon me for 
the liberty I have taken of troubling you with my 
sentiments on the interesting business that calls you 
to Philadelphia. I have the honour to be, with 
affectionate esteem and regard. 

Your friend and servant, 

George Mason, Esq. 


TO JAMES MONROE i 

Belle View June the i8£ 1787 

Dear Sir, 

An unforeseen interruption deprives me of the hap- 
piness of waiting (as I intended) on Mf! Monroe and 

1 A. L. S. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Sprague Collection, 
III. 249. Addressed, * c James Monroe Esq? / in / Fredericksburg //by 
Charles.’ , 
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yourself, that I might take your commands to New 
York, for which place I am now on my way. My 
Servant now attends to receive any commands that your 
Lady or yourself have to transmit, which I shall take 
much pleasure in conveying. I have it in charge Sir 
from Mr? Lee of Stratford to present her respects to 
Mr? Monroe, and to express her wish that she may 
have the happiness of seeing Mr? Monroe at Stratford 
this summer. And may I add that my Mr? Lee 
will have much pleasure in entertaining Mr? Monroe 
at Chantilly. 

With my compliments, and with every wish for the 
health & happiness of yourself and your Lady. I 
remain dear Sir your friend & servant. 


TO [FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE] * 

New York July 14^ 1787. 

My DEAR BROTHER, 

I arrived at this place a week ago almost destroyed 
with heat and fatigue — Here I found Grayson in the 
Chair of Congress as Locum Tenens for the President 
who is absent — After some difficulty we passed an 
Ordinance for establishing a temporary Government 
beyond the Ohio, as preparatory to the sale of that 
country — And now we are considering an offer made 
to purchase 5 or 6 millions of Acres with pub. Securi- 
ties — I hope we shall agree with the Offer, but realy 
the difficulty is so great to get any thing done, that 
it is not easy for the plainest propositions to succeed — 
We owe much money, the pressure of Taxes is very 

1 A. L. S. University of Virginia, Lee Papers, No. 190. A 
text, with variations, in the Virginia Historical Society is erroneously en- 
dorsed as written to Arthur Lee. 
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great & much" complained of — we have now something 
to sell that will pay the debt & discharge the greatest 
part of the Taxes and altho’ this something is in a fair 
way of being soon wrested from us by the Sons of 
Violence, yet we have a thousand little difficulties that 
prevent us from selling ! — I found the Convention at 
Phil* very busy & very secret, it would seem however, 
from variety of circumstances that we shall hear of a 
Government not unlike the B. Constitution — That 
is, an Executive ] 1 with 2 branches composing a 
federal Legislature, and possessing adequate Tone. 
This departure from Simple Democrocy seems indis- 
pensably necessary, if any government at all is to exist 
in N. America — Indeed the minds of men have been 
so hurt by the injustise, folly, and wickedness of the 
State Legislatures ; & State Executives — that people 
in general seem ready for any thing — I hope however, 
that this tendency to extreme will be so controuled 
as to secure fully and completely the democratic influ- 
ence acting within just bounds — The Land Specu- 
lators continue to urge the Open Missippi immedi- 
ately, against every principle of policy, common good 
& common sense — Upon this I shall write you more 
fully hereafter. The bills of R. Morris have been re- 
fused in France, to a very considerable amount it is 
said — Time must discover how this will work, & 
what it will produce. The discoveries of fraud among 
the great Officers of State in France proves that private 
embezzlement of public Money [is] 1 not confined to 
America — There seems to be much convulsion in 
France on this occasion at present — 

My love, if you please to M? s Lee and when you 
have an opportunity, let me know that you are all 
well — 

farewell. 

1 Ms. torn. 
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P.S. I do realy consider it a thing of consequence 
to the public interest that Co\°. H. Lee of Stratford 
should be in our next Assembly, and therefore I wish 
you would exert yourself with the old Squire to get 
his resignation, or disqualification rather, so that his 
Nephew may get early into the house of Delegates. 
I know that it is like persuading a Man to sign his 
own death warrant — but upon my word the state of 
public affairs renders this sacrifice of place & vanity, 
necessary, 

[TO GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON] 1 

New York July 15. 1787 

Dear Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose to you an Ordinance 
that we have just passed in Congress for establishing a 
temporary government beyond the Ohio, as a measure 
preparatory to the sale of the Lands. It seemed 
necessary, for the security of property among unin- 
formed, and perhaps licentious people, as the greater 
part of those who go there are, that a strong toned 
government should exist, and the rights of property be 
clearly defined. Our next object, is to consider of a 
proposition made for the purchase of 5 or 6 millions of 
Acres, in order to lessen the domestic debt. An object 
of much consequence this, since the extinguishment of 
this part of the public debt would not only relieve from 
a very heavy burthen, but by demolishing the Ocean 
of public Securities, we should stop that mischeivous 
deluge of speculation that now hurts our morals, and 
extremely injures the public affairs. 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LXXI. 
161. Washington’s reply to this letter is printed in R. H. Lee, Memoir 
of Richard Henry Lee f II. 35. 
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Our Gazettes continue to be filled with publications 
against the Spanish Treaty and for opening the Mis- 
sissippi, some of them plausible, but generally weak and 
indecent. This seems to be contending for an Object 
unatainable for many years, and probably Never with- 
out War not only with Spain, but most likely with the 
Bourbon Alliance — And by such contention exposing 
the Government of the United States to a dishonorable 
acquiescence under the Captivity of its Citizens and Con- 
fiscation of their effects by Spain on the Mississippi, or 
enteringprematurely into a destructive war in resentment 
for such doings. At the same time discarding the friend- 
ship for the enmity of a powerful Monarch and thereby 
probably loose what we may possess, our Share of a 
Commerce that yields annually 4 or 5 millions of 
dollars for Cod fish only, independant of the Flour & 
many valuable articles of American production used in 
Spain & not interfering with their own products. To 
say nothing of a most lucrative Contraband Trade from 
the Ocean & on the Mississippi which a friend might 
wink at, but which a vigilant and powerful enemy will 
prevent. It seems to me that N. America is go- 
ing, if we are prudent, to be the Entrepot between the 
East Indies and Spanish America — If to these we 
could join the settlement of a disputed boundary and 
obtain a powerful Guarantee therefor, surely such con- 
siderations greatly outweigh the far sort apprehension 
of an Alliance of the Kentuckians with the British, and 
especially when we consider that a conduct which will 
procure the enmity of Spain, will probably force her 
into the open arms of G. Britain much to our Com- 
mercial and political injury. And after all, if this 
navigation could be opened and the benefits be such 
as are chimerically supposed, it must in its conse- 
quences depopulate & ruin the Old States. 

The argument may shortly thus be stated — Spain 
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will not agree to the Navigation within her limits — 
Can we force it in 2.5 years — if we cannot, why risk, 
for an unattainable Object, the loss of valuable objects, 
and the incurring pernicious consequences. A Candid 
and impartial consideration of this subject, must, I 
think determine the question without difficulty — But I 
beg your pardon Sir for writing so much on this 
question, which I doubt not but you have fully consid- 
ered before. 

I have the honor to be with the 
truest respect and esteem, dear Sir, Your affectionate 
and most obedient Servant. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN]* 

New York July 22*? 1787 

My dear Cousin, 

Having recover’d my health much better than I ever 
expected to have done, I have again taken my Seat in 
Congress — I arrived in this City a fortnight ago, 
having stayed a week in PhiladeP where I saw your 
friends all in good health and your father, as usual, 
in high spirits. I was extremely happy to find that 
you were so well placed for improvement and to see, 
under your own hand, such strong proof that you had 
greatly profited by your situation. The federal con- 
vention at Phil? is proceeding slowly, but I hope surely 
in a practical improvement of our federal Constitution. 
Experience seems to have proved that our govern- 
ments have not Tone enough for the unruly passions 
of men, and so far as I can judge, the general wish is 
for a ballanced government where the powers shall be 
placed independently as in England ; and of duration 
somewhat longer than the present. Congress is pro- 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 

427 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 

ceeding with the ordinary business until the Conven- 
tion shall report their plan for consideration and 
recommendation to the different States I suppose 
it will be recommended to the States to call Conven- 
tions for the special purpose of approving the new 
System, that it may rest on the broad base of the 
peoples choice rather than on the more feeble opinion 
of the ordinary Legislatures — In my last to you from 
Virg? I requested you to send me a few of the newest 
books, if there were any published of high Characters 
and to apply to Mr Tho? Blane Merchant in London 
for the Cash to pay for them, and to deliver them to 
him that they might be forwarded to me. If you 
have not already complied with this request, you need 
not now trouble yourself about it, because I have 
written to Mr Blane for as many books as my finances 
will allow me to devote in one year to that article. 
But you will very much oblige me by getting for me 
one of the most improved Modern Lamps of polished 
Tin, such as Doctor Franklin brought over with him 
for giving great splendor of light to a Parlour where 
company sit — If, in order to use this Lamp, any ex- 
planation is necessary, let such explanation accompany 
it. Mr Blane will receive and forward the Lamp with 
my other Goods that he sends me the ensuing Fall — 
And he will on your application, supply the money 
necessary to pay for it, as I have directed him. I pray 
you to remember me affectionately to Mr Adams and 
inform him that I will shortly write to him. Congress 
have not yet determined on complying with his request 
to be permitted to return home, but when they shall 
do so, I will certainly do my endeavor to have Col? 
Smith appointed Charge des Affairs at the Court of 
London if such sh? be the plan fixt on. My compli- 
ments if you please to Col? Smith — I hope to hear 
from you e’er long, because I am always happy to do 
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so, being with the most unfeigned affection and the 
Truest regard My dear Cousin Yours for ever. 

P.S. 

July 30. 

The want of 9 states prevents a determination on 
Ml Adams’s business by this packet, so that we do 
not know the future arrangement — I enclose you my 
dear Cousin a letter [for] our Relation the Bishop of 
Chester — It may bring you acquainted with a Learned 
and worthy Man — farewell — 

Remember me to D 5 Cutting 

Mf Blane may be met with on the Royal Exchange 
— Virginia walk — Seal the Bishops letter before 
delivery — 


TO DR. [GILBERT] BLANE 1 

New York, July 28, 1787. 

Sir, 

Your brother transmitted to me the valuable present 
that you were pleased to make me of your excellent 
book on the diseases of seamen, which I have read 
with much pleasure and instruction. It is certainly 
a business of great philanthropy to contribute to the 
health and ease of so valuable and so exposed a part of 
our species. I pray you, sir, to accept of my thanks 
for your politeness, and give me leave to assure you, 
that I am with much esteem and regard, sir, your most 
obedient and' very humble servant. 

Dr. Blane, Physician to his royal highness the Prince of Wales, &c. 
&c. &c. 

1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 73. 
Afterwards Sir Gilbert Blane. His career as naval, hospital, and 
court physician was distinguished. 
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TO [COLONEL HENRY? LEE] i 

New York July 30. 1787. 

My dear Brother, 

As I take it for granted that your Nieces from the 
Northern Neck are with you by this time, I shall in- 
close a letter herein for my daughter Molly — I have 
been here near a month, since which nothing remark- 
able hath occured — In Congress, since my coming, 
we have passed an Ordinance for establishing a tem- 
porary government beyond the Ohio for the more 
perfect security of peace and property among the rude 
people who will probably be the first settlers there — 
The form of this government, as you will see by the 
enclosed paper, is much more tonic than our demo- 
cratic forms on the Atlantic are. 

We have also ratified a Treaty of peace & commerce 
with the Emperor of Morocco, as you will find also in 
the paper — This Treaty will give some relief to our 
Mediterranean Trade, and may facilitate treaties with 
other Piratical States — Congress have just finished a 
contract 2 with a Company of Adventurers for the sale 
of five millions of Acres on the North west line of the 
Virg* cession, by which [sa]le, after all deductions, we 
hope to extinguish four millions of dollars] of the 
principal of the domestic debt, which as far as ... 3 
liquidated, amounts to twenty [sjeven millions, five 
hundred sixty nine thousand, five hundred & seventy 
five dollars & twenty seven ninetieths — It is supposed 
that when the whole debt is liquidated, that it will 
amount to 30, millions — We are now digesting a plan 
for settling the land between the Scioto and the great 
Miami — this is a fine country and the [Lan]ds equal 

1 A. L. S. Virginia Historical Society, Lee Papers, IV. 103. 

2 Substituted for “ T[r]eaty ” erased. 

3 Hole in the Ms., as is indicated in other places. 
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to any beyond the Ohio — Out of this, between the 
[Litjtle Mi[ami] & Scioto, is to come the Land for our 
Line [o]f the [l]ate Army — The impeachment of 
Hastings and the Troubles in Hoflland] seems to be 
the principal Euro[pe]an news — The Hollanders ap- 
pear to be fairly engaged [in ... ] I apprehend 
threatens them with a fatal interference of th[e] sur- 
rounding Kingly powers ; who no doubt will be glad 
of an opportunity to destroy a government ever hate- 
ful to Kings. 

Our federal Convention is yet, and will probably 
continue to be some time longer engaged in the great 
business that collected them — It seems probable that 
they will propose a government of much more Tone 
than that which at present attempts to rule the Confed- 
eracy. 

A small time before I left home, the want of Wine 
induced me to venture on one of your Quarter Casks 
at Stratford, and as I was in possession of your terms, 
to be sure I am at mercy — But I have perfect reliance 
that you will settle the matter justly — After fining it, 
I bottled it carefully and efxactly ] 1 five [gallojns 1 & 2 
bottles came from the Cask. These . . , 2 the States 
of N. Hampshire, Massachusetts and [Maryland have 
all sent Congress their Acts . . . Tfreaty] of Peace 
with G. Britain ... 3 my love to all the Northern 
Girls. 

I am my dear brother. 


1 Almost illegible. 

2 Nine lines inserted here are illegible. 

3 Five lines occur here, one half of which are erased. 
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TO 1 

New York August 22*? 1787 

My dear Sir, 

I thank you for the information that thro my 
brother I have received from you of the health of my 
family — but my satisfaction was much allayed by the 
account of your fathers illness. I hope however that 
on your return from London you may have it in your 
power to relieve us by intelligence of his recovery — 
In my last letter to your brother of Stratford I 
mentioned a request to you that I will here repeat, 
least that letter should not have reached him before 
you left Westmoreland — I requested him to inform 
you that when my first quarter ended, which would be 
on the 13A of September, I should, thro you, forward 
my account to the Treasurer of that quarters wages, 
with an account also, of what should be due at the 
close of the federal year in November, which will be 
about £ 1 1 2. our currency — And requesting that you 
would be so good as make provision for making me a 
remittance of that sum when you should receive my 
accounts aforesaid. This, I think was the plan pro- 
posed to me by the Treasurer before I left Virginia — 
Since the affair of M' Morris’s protests, I appre- 
hend that it will not be easy to get Cash here for bills 
on Virginia — And therefore it was that I requested 
the favor of you to contrive a remittance to me here — 
and I suggested the probability of being supplied with 
a good bill on this City by Murray & C2 in Alexan- 
dria the half of which house resides in this Town — 
But this I leave to your judgement, observing always 
that a draft payable here will suit me better than on 
Philadelphia, and the fewer days sight the better — 

1 A.? L. S. Haverford College, Charles Roberts Autograph Col- 
lection, 723. To a relative in Virginia. 
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How did the Crops appear when you left Westmore- 
land, or have we, in the Northern Neck been favored 
with any of the plentiful rains that have refreshed this 
part of the world ? — 

You will see all the news that we have, retailed in 
the public papers, so that I need not trouble you with 
that — For four or 5 weeks after my first arrival here 
we were fully employed with business in Congress — 
for a few days past a cessation has taken place by the 
sickness of some members, the inattention of others, 
and by some going to the Convention — In a few days 
we expect 8 or 9 States — The Report of the Con- 
vention is expected in Congress about a fortnight 
hence, and great are the public expectations concerning 
it — Tis expected that a federal Legislature of 3 
branches will be recommended, with independent 
powers, and supreme for external matters, Revenue, 
& Commerce — with an Executive well toned and of 
reasonable duration — I wish you every happiness and 
am very sincerely your affectionate friend and Kinsman. 


TO [JOHN ADAMS] 1 

New York September the 5th 1787 

Dear Sir. 

Since my letter to you of December 1785 from 
Chantilly in Virginia, in answer to the letters that 
you were pleased to write me on the 26th of August, 
6th & 7th of September 1785, I have not been hon- 
ored with any letter from you On my arrival here I 
met with and read with great pleasure your book on 
American governments — The judicious collection you 
have made, with your just reflections thereon, have 

1 Adams Papers. Copy from the original furnished through the 
courtesy of Mr. Charles Francis Adams. 
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reached America at a great crisis, and will probably 
have their influence in forming the federal government 
now under consideration. Your labor may therefore 
have its reward in the thanks of this and future gener- 
tions. The present federal system however well cal- 
culated it might have been for its designed ends of the 
States, had they done their duty, under the almost total 
neglect of that duty, has been found quite inefficient, 
and ineffectual. The government must be both legis- 
lative and Executive, with the former paramount to 
the State Legislatures in certain essentials to federal 
purposes. I think that there is no doubt that this 
Legislation will be recommended to consist of the 
triple ballance if I may use the expression to signify a 
compound of the simple forms acting independently, 
but forming a joint determination. The executive 
(which will be part of the legislative) to have more 
duration & power enlarged beyond the present. This 
seems to be the present plan expected and generally 
spoken of — I say expected, because the Convention is 
yet sitting, and will continue so to do untill the middle 
of this month. I was appointed to that assembly, but 
being a Member of Congress where the plan of Con- 
vention must be approved, there appeared an incon- 
sistency for Members of the former to have Session 
with the latter, and so pass judgment at New York 
upon their opinion at Philadelphia. I therefore de- 
clined going to Convention and came here; where 
we lately have contracted for the sale of six millions 
of Acres on the N. W. side of Ohio in the ceded ter- 
ritory, for lessening the domestic debt. And now 
another offer is made for two millions more. I hope 
we shall at least be able to extinguish the domestic 
debt created by the late war, which is by far the great- 
est part of the debt. So many of our Members have 
lately gone from home to the Convention, that we 
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have had but five States in Congress for a month past, 
which has prevented any determination on your appli- 
cation to return. It seems at present very doubtful 
whether there will be any Resident appointed to the 
Court where you are — Some being for a Minister, 
some for a Charge, and some for neither — but a 
Consul only — How it will terminate can scarcely be 
conjectured yet. Permit me now Sir to entreat your 
attention, and good offices in the following affair — 
Mr Thomas Steptoe, concerning .whom I formerly 
wrote to you, dyed on shipboard as he was returning 
home from the East Indies either in 1784 or 1785, 
and we are not certain whether he was in a Danish or 
Sweedish Ship ; but it was one of these. Captain 
Miller who gave me this intelligence by letter and 
who is now at the Baltic, was not certain to which of 
these nations the Ship belonged, but he said it was 
supposed that Mr. Steptoe had a considerable property. 
His heirs in Virginia having heard nothing concerning 
this property, apprehend that it has been secured by 
the officers of the Ship wherein he dyed. The want 
of exact information concerning Mr. Steptoe’s affairs 
will render it difficult to procure redress — Perhaps a 
proper enquiry among those people in London who 
trade with the East Indies may furnish some light 
upon the business. Or an application to the Danish 
& Sweedish Ministers at the Court of London, might 
cause an enquiry to be made in their respective 
countries, so as that the holders of his property fearing 
detection may come forward and honestly deliver up 
this gentleman’s effects — and inform if he left any Will 
— It is not improbable that he left a Will somewhere 
which if procured would regulate the descent of his 
Virginia estate — I shall be singularly obliged to you 
my dear Sir, if you will interest yourself in this busi- 
ness, and let me know the success of your enquiries 
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My compliments if you please to Col- Smith, and affec- 
tionate regards to my nephew Shippen. With every 
sentiment of esteem and friendship 

I am dear Sir, sincerely yours. 


TO RICHARD LEE 1 

New- York, Sept? 13, 1787 

Dear Sir, 

Altho you have favored me with three letters you 
do not in any of them acknowledge the receipt of a 
letter from me that I wrote to you many weeks ago. 
I thank you nevertheless for the intelligence you 
gave me, especially that which relates to the welfare of 
my family — The bad crops in consequence of the 
drought comes very hard upon us when pressed so 
heavily with other burthens — Those evils which hap- 
pen independently of us, we must bear with manly 
firmness ; and those which flow from our own miscon- 
duct we have no right to complain of. Among the 
last is the pressure of private debt, which almost 
universally arises from idleness and extravagance ; one 
or both — This will be corrected & remedied by indus- 
try & economy — The debts created by a war forced 
upon us, and by which. we have secured the blessings 
of liberty, we ought to pay without murmuring — Con- 
gress is endeavoring to lighten the public burthens by 
selling the federal lands beyond the Ohio to pay the 
domestic debt which forms so great a part of our 
whole debt — We have already contracted for the sale 
of 6 millions of acres, and a proposition is now on the 
Table to purchase three millions more. We hear a 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Ford 
Collection, 1771— 1791. Of “Lee Hall” in Westmoreland County, 
Virginia. 
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talk of a plan forming to purchase 20, Millions more — 
These lands will all be sold for discharging the princi- 
pal of the debt, and the public securities paid in by 
installments — These bargains once made will sink in 
season a large part of the debt. 

The friends to American honor & happiness here all 
join in lamenting the riots and mobbish proceedings 
in Virginia — They say it will injure the American 
name & character thro the world — And the wonder 
is that all good men in the country dont unite to sup- 
press such evil doings, and punish the offenders — 
We are deeply concerned for the honor & reputation 
of Westmoreland that our records should be stolen 
and the strongest efforts not be made to find out & 
punish the Thief — A public purse should directly be 
made up by the good men of the County, and a large 
reward offered for discovering the offender — The 
Magistrates of New Kent soon found out Price Posey 
& sent him in chains to Richmond to be tried for his 
life — Col° H. Lee & myself will pay our guineas 
apiece towards making up this purse — 

The public papers make it quite probable that a 
general war in Europe will attend the civil war in 
Holland — This will not hurt us if we are wise enough 
to keep out of the scrape — The federal Convention 
will rise this week — Good powdered Bark sells here 
from 12 to 14 / a pound — Nutmegs very scarce & 
dear being 8 / an ounce & other spices in proportion — 
When you consider this, and also that we are obliged 
to meet all our expenses with ready money ; you will 
see the necessity of remitting me Cash for the purpose 
of buying the things you want, for indeed I have it 
not of my own — My compliments, if you please to the 
Ladies of Lee Hall, & to all friends in Westmoreland — 

I am dear Sir your affectionate 
friend & Kinsman. 
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TO [GEORGE MASON] i 

New York, October 1st, 1787 

Dear Sir, 

I have waited until now to answer your favor of 
September ioth from Philadelphia, that I might inform 
you how the Convention plan of government was 
entertained by Congress. Your prediction of what 
would happen in Congress was exactly verified. It 
was with us, as with you, this or nothing; and this 
urged with a most extreme intemperance. The great- 
ness of the powers given, and the multitude of places to 
be created produce a coalition of monarchy men, military 
men, aristocrats and drones, whose noise, impudence 
and zeal exceeds all belief. Whilst the commercial 
plunder of the South stimulates the rapacious trader. 
In this state of things the patriot voice is raised in vain 
for such changes and securities as reason and experience 
prove to be necessary against the encroachments of 
power upon the indispensable rights of human nature. 
Upon due consideration of the Constitution under 
which we now act, some of us were clearly of opinion 
that the Thirteenth Article of the Confederation pre- 
cluded us from giving an opinion concerning a plan 
subversive of the present system, and eventually form- 
ing a new Confederacy of nine instead of thirteen States. 
The contrary doctrine was asserted with great violence 
in expectation of the strong majority with which they 
might send it forward under terms of much approba- 
tion. Having procured an opinion that Congress was 
qualified to consider, to amend, to approve or disap- 
prove, the next game was to determine that though a 
right to amend existed, it would be highly inexpedient 

1 From the text printed in Kate Mason Rowland, The Life of George 
Mason , II. 185. A manuscript copy is among the Lee Transcripts of 
the Virginia Historical Society. 
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to exercise that right, but merely to transmit it with 
respectful marks of approbation. In this state of things 
I availed myself of the right to amend, and moved the 
amendments, a copy of which I send herewith, and 
called the ayes and nays to fix them on the journal. 
This greatly alarmed the majority and vexed them ex- 
tremely ; for the plan is to push the business on with 
great dispatch, and with as little opposition as possible, 
that it may be adopted before it has stood the test of 
reflection and due examination. They found it most 
eligible at last to transmit it merely, without approving 
or disapproving, provided nothing but the transmission 
should appear on the journal. This compromise was 
settled and they took the opportunity of inserting the 
word unanimously , which applies only to simple trans- 
mission, hoping to have it mistaken for an unanimous 
approbation of the thing. It states that Congress hav- 
ing received the Constitution unanimously transmit it, 
&c. It is certain that no approbation was given. 
This Constitution has a great many excellent regula- 
tions in it, and if it could be reasonably amended 
would be a fine system. As it is, I think r tis past 
doubt, that if it should be established, either a tyranny 
will result from it, or it will be prevented by a civil 
war. I am clearly of opinion with you that it should be 
sent back with amendments reasonable, and assent to 
it withheld until such amendments are admitted. You 
are well acquainted with Mr. Stone and others of in- 
fluence in Maryland. I think it will be a great point 
to get Maryland and Virginia to join in the plan of 
amendments and return it with them. If you are in 
correspondence with our chancellor Pendleton it will be 
of much use to furnish him with the objections, and 
if he approves our plan, his opinion will have great 
weight with our Convention ; and I am told that his 
relation Judge Pendleton of South Carolina has de- 
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cided- weight in that State, and that he is sensible and 
independent. How important will it be then to pro- 
cure. his union with our plan, which might probably be 
the case if our chancellor was to write largely and 
pressingly to him on the subject, that if possible it may 
be amended there also. It is certainly the most rash 
and violent proceeding in the world to cram thus sud- 
denly into men a business of such infinite moment to 
the happiness of millions. One of your letters will go 
by the packet and one by a merchant ship. 

My compliments, if you please, to your lady and to 
the young ladies and gentlemen. 

I am, dear sir, affectionately yours. 

Suppose when the Assembly recommended a Con- 
vention to consider this new Constitution they were to 
use some words like these : It is earnestly recommended 
to the good people of Virginia to send their most wise 
and honest men to this Convention that it may under- 
go the most intense consideration before a plan shall 
be without amendments adopted that admits of abuses 
being practised by which the best interests of this 
country may be injured, and civil liberty greatly en- 
dangered. This might perhaps give a decided tone to 
the business. 

Please to send my son Ludwell a copy of the 
amendments proposed by me to the new Constitution 
sent herewith. 

TO DOCTOR WILLIAM SHIPPEN, JR.i 

New York October 2? 1787 

My dear Sir 

I thank you very sincerely for your last letter and 
its enclosures which are now returned. It is indeed 
1 A. L. S. Historical Society of Pennsylvania Collections. 
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a great addition to my happiness to know that my 
dearest Nephew is so pleasingly and improvingly placed 
— for I have not a doubt but that he will make the 
best use of his situation which being so well contrived 
to delight the Mind, must necessar [il] y render its im- 
provement more certain. 

I am much obliged by your assurance that you will 
have the small pox directions ready for me. I desired 
my friend Starr to have the Boots ready for me against 
my return to Phil? on the 6- of next Month in my 
way home — But upon further consideration, I shall 
want the Boots here to travel in to Phil? as the Season 
will be cool — Will you be so kind as tell him this, 
and that I desire he will have them made immediately 
with a pair of proper bootstraps fitted to them, so that 
you or he may take the opportunity of some safe and 
friendly person coming here who may bring them to 
me before the 3? of November, or as soon after this as 
possible, that I may not be disappointed. 

I have considered the new Constitution will [with] 
all the attention and candor that the thing and the times 
render necessary, & I find it impossible for me to doubt, 
that in its present State, unamended, the adoption of it 
will put Civil Liberty and the happiness of the people 
at the mercy of Rulers who may possess the great un- 
guarded powers given — And I assure you that confi- 
dence in the moderation or benignity of power is not a 
plant of quick growth in a reflecting bosom — The 
necessary alterations will by no means interfere with the 
general nature of the plan, or limit the power of doing 
good ; but they will restrain from oppression the wicked 
& tyrannic — If all men were wise and good there would 
be no necessity for government or law — But the folly 
& the vice of human nature renders government & laws 
necessary for the Many, and restraints indispensable to 
prevent oppression from those who are entrusted with 
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the administration of one & the dispensation of the 
other — You will see herewith the amendments 1 that 

1 Lee’s autograph draft of the proposed amendments to the Federal 
Constitution, found in the Shippen Collection, is as follows : 

“It having been found from universal experience that the most 
express declarations and reservations are necessary to protect the 
just rights and liberty of Mankind from the silent, powerful, and ever 
active conspiracy of those who govern, and it appearing to be the sense 
of the good people of America by the various Bills or declarations of 
Rights whereon the Governments of the greater number of the States 
are founded, that such precautions are necessary to restrain and re- 
gulate the exercise of the great powers necessarilly given to Rulers — 
In conformity w^h these principles and from respect for the public 

submitted 

sentiment on this subject it is propo s ed — That the new Constitution 
proposed for the government of the U. States be bottomed upon a 
declaration or Bill of Rights, clearly and precisely stating the principles 
upon which this Social Compact is founded, to wit; That the rights 
of Conscience in matters of Religion shall not be violated — That the 
freedom of the Press shall be secured — That the Trial by Jury in 
Criminal and Civil cases, and the modes prescribed by the Common 
law for safety of life in Criminal prosecutions shall be held sacred — 
That standing Armies in times of peace are dangerous to liberty and 
ought not to be permitted unless assented to by two thirds of the 
Members composing each house of Legislature under the new Con- 
stitution. That Elections should be free and frequent — That the 
right administration of justice should be secured by the freedom and in- 
dependency of the Judges — That excessive Bail, excessive Fines, or 
cruel and unusual punishments should not be demanded or inflicted — 
That the right of the people to assemble peaceably for the purpose of 
petitioning the Legislature shall not be prevented — That the Citizens 
shall not be exposed to unreasonable searches, seizure of their persons, 
houses, papers, or property. 

And as it is necessary for the good of Society that the administra- 
tion of government be conducted with all possible maturity of judge- 
ment; for which reason it hath been the practice of civilized nations, 
and so determined by every State in this Union, that a Council of 
States or Privy Council should be appointed to advise and assist in the 
arduous business assigned to the Executive power — Therefore, let 
the new Constitution be so amended as to admit the appointment of 
a Privy Council to consist of eleven Members chosen by the President, 
but responsible for the advice they may give — for which purpose the 
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appeared to me necessary, they are submitted to you 
and my Excellent old friend at German Town — Per- 
haps they may be submitted to the world at large. 
My good old friend has made himself better ac- 

advice given shall be entered in a Council book and signed by the 
Giver in all affairs of great concern. And that the Counsellors act 
under an Oath of Office. In order to prevent the dangerous blending 
of the Legislative and Executive powers, and to secure Responsibility — 
the Privy Council and not the Senate shall be joined with the Presi- 
dent in the appointment of all Officers civil and military under the 
new Constitution. That the Constitution be so altered as to Omit the 
creation of a Vice President, whose duties as assigned by the Constitu- 
tion, may be dischar[g]ed by the Privy Council (except in the instance of 
presiding in the Senate, which may be supplied by a speaker chosen from 
the body of Senators by themselves as usual) and thus to avoid the 
establishment of a great Officer of State who is sometimes to be joined 
with the Legislature, and sometimes to administer the Government, 
rendering Responsibility difficult; besides giving unjust and needless 
preeminence to that State from whence this Officer may come. 

That such parts of the new Constitution be amended as provide im- 
perfectly for the trial of Criminals by a Jury of the Vicinage, and to 
supply the omission of a Jury trial in Civil causes or disputes about 
property between individuals, whereby the Common Law it is directed, 
and as generally it is secured by the several State Constitutions. — 
That such parts of the new Constitution be amended as permit the 
vexatious and oppressive calling of Citizens from their own Country in 
all cases of controversy concerning property between Citizens of 
different States, and between Citizens and Foreigners; to be 
tried in a far distant Court, and as it may be without a Jury. 
Whereby in a multitude of cases, the circumstances of distance 

numbers 

and expence, may compel m e n to submit to the most unjust 
and illfounded demands. — That in order to secure the rights of the 
people more effectually from violation, the power and respectability 
of the House of Representatives be increased, by increasing the number 
of Delegates to that House where the Democratic interest must chiefly 
depend for protection — That the Constitution be so amended as to 
increase the number of votes necessary for making Laws, where a bare 
now declared 

majority is mad e sufficient; altho the choice of a President is 
required to be made by a greater number in cases where the Delegates 
are to choose that Officer — Yet surely it is as necessary to guard 
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quainted with Hippocrates than with Plato, and rely- 
ing upon the goodness of his own heart, with! reflect- 
ing upon the corrupting & encroaching 1 nature of power, 
he is willing to trust to its fangs more than experience 
justifies — The malady of human nature in these States 
now, seems to be as it was in the years 1778 & 1779 
with respect to the effect produced by a certain Combina- 
tion — the Malady that I mean is a temporary Insan- 
ity — I wish that the present may subside with as little 
public injury as it formerly did, altho that was not 
small in all its branches. Give my love where it is 
due, and be assured that I am unalterably yours. 


TO [SAMUEL ADAMS] 2 

New York October 5* 1787 

Having long toiled with you my dear friend in the 
Vineyard of liberty, I do with great pleasure submit to 
your wisdom and patriotism, the objections that pre- 
vail in my mind against the new Constitution proposed 
for federal goverment — which objections I did propose 
to Congress in form of amendments to be discussed, 
and that such as were approved might be forwarded to 
the States with the Convention system. You will have 
been informed by other hands why these amendments 
were not considered and do not appear on the Journal, 
and the reasons that influenced a bare transmission of 

against injurious Laws being made, as it is to prevent an improper 
President from being chosen.’ * 

Besides this draft there is another autograph draft in the Samuel 
Adams Papers in the Lenox Library. The latter was sent to Adams 
probably in the letter of October 5, 1787. 

1 The words ct & encroaching” are inserted above the line. 

2 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Samuel 
Adams Papers. A text with variations is printed in R. H. Lee, 
Memoir of Richard Henry Lee, II. 74. 
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the Convention plan, without a syllable of approbation 
or disapprobation on the part of Congress. I suppose 
my dear Sir, that the good people of the U. States 
in their late generous contest, contended for free gov- 
ernment in the fullest, clearest, and strongest sense. 
That they had no idea of being brought under despotic 
rule under the notion of “ Strong government,” or in 
form of elective despotism : Chains being still Chains, 
whether made of gold or iron. 

The corrupting nature of power, and its insatiable 
appetite for increase, hath proved the necessity, and 
procured the adoption of the strongest and most express 
declarations of that Residuum of natural rights, which is 
not intended to be given up to Society ; and which 
indeed is not necessary to be given for any good social 
purpose. In a government therefore, when the power 
of judging what shall be for the general welfare , which 
goes to every object of human legislation ; and where 
the laws of such Judges shall be the supreme Law of the 
Land : it seems to be of the last consequence to declare 
in most explicit terms the reservations above alluded 
to. So much for the propriety of a Bill of Rights as a 
necessary bottom to this new system — It is in vain to 
say that the defects in this new Constitution may be 
remedied by the Legislature created by it. The remedy, 
as it may, so it may not be applied — And if it should 
a subsequent Assembly may repeal the Acts of its 
predecessor for the parliamentary doctrine is c quod 
leges posteriores priores contrarias abrogant ’ 4 Ins? 43. 
Surely this is not a ground upon which a wise and good 
man would choose to rest the dearest rights of human 
nature. Indeed, some capital defects are not within the 
compass of legislative redress — The Oligarchic ten- 
dency from the combination of President, V. President, 
& Senate, is a ruin not within legislative remedy. Nor 
is the partial right of voting in the Senate, or the de- 
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fective numbers in the house of Representatives. It is 
of little consequence to say that the numbers in the last 
mentioned Assembly will increase with the population 
of these States, because what may happen in twenty 
five or 27 years hence is poor aleviation of the evil, 
that the immediate time is big with ; for it often hap- 
pens that abuse under the name of Use is rivetted upon 
Mankind. Nor can a good reason be assigned for es- 
tablishing a bad, instead of a good government, in the 
first instance, because time may amend the bad — Men 
do not choose to be sick because it may happen that 
physic may cure them — Suppose that good men came 
first to the administration of this government; and 
that they should see, or thing [sic] they see, a necessity 
for trying criminally a Man without giving him his 
Jury of the Vicinage ; or that the freedom of the Press 
should be restrained because it disturbed the operations 
of the new government — the mutilation of the jury 
trial, and the restraint of the press would then follow 
for good purposes as it should seem, and by good 
men — But these precedents will be followed by bad 
men to sacrifice honest and innocent men ; and to sup- 
press the exertions of the Press for wicked and tyrannic 
purposes — it being certainly true that c Omnia mala 
exempla ex bonis orta sunt : sed ubi imperium ad ig- 
naros aut minus bonos pervenit, novum illud exemplum 
ab dignis et idoneis ad indignos et non idoneos fertur.’ 
In proof of this, we know that the wise and good Lord 
Holt, to support King William and Revolution prin- 
ciples, produced doctrines in a case of Libel (King 
against Bear) subversive both of law and sound sense ; 
which his successor Lord Mansfield (in the case of 
Woodfall) would have availed himself of for the re- 
straint of the Press and the ruin of liberty. It would 
appear therefore, that the consideration of human per- 
versity renders it necessary for human safety that in the 
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first place, power not requisite should not be given, and 
in the next place that necessary powers should be 
carefully guarded. How far this is done in the New 
Constitution I submit to your wise and attentive con- 
sideration. Whether, for the present, it may not be 
sufficient so to alter the Confederation as to allow Con- 
gress full liberty to make Treaties by removing the re- 
straining clauses ; by giving the Impost for a limited 
time, and the power of Regulating trade ; is a question 
that deserves to be considered. 

But I think the new Constitution (properly amended) 
as it contains many good regulations, may be admitted — 
And why not such indispensible amendments be pro- 
posed by the Conventions and returned With the new 
plan to Congress that a new general Convention may 
so weave them into the proffer’d system as that a Web 
may be produced fit for freemen to wear ? If such 
amendments were proposed by a Capital state or two, 
& a willingness expressed to agree with the plan so 
amended ; I cannot see why it may not be affected. It 
is a mere begging the question to suppose, as some do, 
that only this moment and this measure will do. But, 
Why so, there being no war external or internal to pre- 
vent due deliberation on this momentous business — 
The public papers will inform you what violence has 
been practised by the Agitators of this new System in 
Philadelphia to drive on to its immediate adoption as 
if the subject of Government were a business of passion, 
instead of cool, sober, and intense consideration. I 
shall not leave this place before the 4— of November — 
in the mean time I shall be happy to hear from you — 
My best compliments are presented to M” Adams, and 
I pray to be remembered to Gen. Warren, Mf Lovell 
& the good Doctor Holten when you see him. I am, 
with sentiments of the truest esteem & regard dear Sir 
your affectionate friend. 
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TO [GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON]! 

New York Octob* n. 1787 

Dear Sir, 

I was unwilling to interrupt your attention to more 
important affairs at Phil? by sending there an acknowl- 
edgement of the letter that you were pleased to honor 
me with from that City ; especially as this place af- 
forded nothing worthy of your notice. We have the 
pleasure to see the first Act of Congress for selling 
federal lands N.W of Ohio becoming productive very 
fast — A large sum of public securities being already 
paid in upon the first sales : and a new Contract is 
ordered to be made with a company in N. Jersey for 
the lands between the two Miamis that will rid us of 
at least 1 millions more of the public debt. There is 
good reason to suppose that by the next spring we 
shall have reduced the domestic debt near six millions 
of dollars. 

And it seems clear that the lands yet to be disposed 
of, if well managed, will sink the whole 3 0 Millions 
that are due. The assiduity with which the Court of 
London is soliciting that of Spain for the conclusion 
of a Commercial treaty between those powers, renders 
it a signal misfortune that we have not been able to 
get a sufficient number of the States together to pro- 
duce a conclusion of the Spanish Treaty. The state 
of Europe, with respect to the continuance of peace, 
still hangs in doubtful ballance. The finance weak- 
ness of France and G. Britain most strongly opposes 
war, yet the state of things is such as renders it very 
questionable, whether even that difficulty, great as it 
is, will secure the conti [nuj ance of peace — It is under 
the strongest impressions of your goodness and candor 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LXXI. 
222 . 
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that I venture to make the observations that follow in 
this letter, assuring you that I feel it among the first 
distresses that have happened to me in my life, that I 
find myself compelled by irresistible conviction of 
mind to doubt about the new System for federal gov- 
ernment recommended by the late Convention. 

It is Sir, in consequence of long reflection upon the 
nature of Man and of government, that I am led to 
fear the danger that will ensue to Civil Liberty from 
the adoption of the new system in its present form. 
I am fully sensible of the propriety of change in the 
present plan of confederation, and ’altho there may be 
difficulties, not inconsiderable, in procuring an adop- 
tion of such amendments to the Convention System as 
will give security to the just rights of human nature, 
and better secure from injury the discordant interests 
of the different parts of this Union ; yet I hope that 
these difficulties are not insurmountable. Because we 
are happily uninterrupted by external war, or by such 
internal discords as can prevent peaceable and fair 
discussion, in another Convention, of those 1 objec- 
tions that are fundamentally strong against the new 
Constitution which abounds with useful regulations. 
As there is so great a part of the business well done 
already, I think that such alterations as must give very 
general content, could not long employ another Con- 
vention when provided with the sense of the different 
States upon those alterations. 

I am much inclined to believe that the amendments 
generally thought to be necessary, will be found to 
be of such a nature, as tho they do not oppose the 
exercise of a very competent federal power ; are yet 
such as the best Theories on Government, and the 
best practise upon those theories have found necessary. 
At the same time that they are such as the opinions of 

1 The word difficulties ” is here erased. 
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our people have for ages been fixed on. It would be 
unnecessary for me here to enumerate particulars as I 
expect the honor of waiting on you at Mount Vernon 
in my way home early in November. In the mean- 
time I have only to request that my best respects may 
be presented to your Lady and that I may be remem- 
bered to the rest of the good family of Mount Vernon. 

I have the honor to be dear Sir, with the 
most unfeigned respect, esteem, and affection. Your 
most obedient and very humble Servant, 

If the next Packets should bring us any important 
advices from Europe I will communicate them to you 
immediately — 


TO [THE] GOVERNOR [OF VIRGINIA] 

[EDMUND] RANDOLPH 1 

New-York, Oct. 1 6th, 1787. 

Dear Sir, 

I was duly honoured with your favour of September 
17th, from Philadelphia, which should have been ac- 
knowledged long before now, if the nature of the 
business it related to had not required time. The 
establishment of the new plan of government, in its 
present form, is a question that involves such immense 
consequences, to the present times and to posterity, 
that it calls for the deepest attention of the best and 
wisest friends of their country and mankind. If it 
be found right, after mature deliberation, adopt it ; if 
wrong, amend it at all events : for to say that a bad 
government must be established for fear of anarchy, is 
really saying that we should kill ourselves for fear of 
dying ! Experience, and the actual state of things, show 
that there is no difficulty in procuring a general con- 

1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee, II. 78. 
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vention, the late one having been collected without any 
obstruction ; nor does external war, or internal discord, 
prevent the most cool, collected, full, and fair dis- 
cussion of this all-important subject. If, with infinite 
ease, a convention was obtained to prepare a system, 
why may not another convention, with equal ease, be 
obtained to make proper and necessary amendments ? 
Good government is not the work of short time, or 
of sudden thought. From Moses to Montesquieu the 
greatest geniuses have been employed on this difficult 
subject, and yet experience has shown capital defects 
in the systems produced for the government of man- 
kind. But since it is neither prudent nor easy to make 
frequent changes in government, and as bad govern- 
ments have been generally found the most fixed, so it 
becomes of the last importance to frame the first estab- 
lishment upon grounds the most unexceptionable, and 
such as the best theories with experience justify ; not 
trusting, as our new constitution does, and as many 
approve of doing, to time and future events to correct 
errors that both reason and experience, in similar cases, 
now prove to exist in the new system. It has hitherto 
been supposed a fundamental truth that, in govern- 
ments rightly balanced, the different branches of leg- 
islature should be unconnected, and that the legislative 
and executive powers should be separate. In the new 
constitution, the president and senate have all the ex- 
ecutive and two-thirds of the legislative ; and. in some 
weighty instances (as making all kinds of treaties which 
are to be the laws of the land) they have the whole 
legislative and executive powers. They jointly appoint 
all officers, civil and military, and they (the senate) try 
all impeachments, either of their own members or of 
the officers appointed by themselves. Is there not a 
most formidable combination of power thus created in 
a few ? and can the most critical eye, if a candid one, 
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discover responsibility in this potent corps ? or will any 
sensible man say that great power, without responsi- 
bility, can be given to rulers with safety to liberty? 
It is most clear that the parade of impeachment is 
nothing to them, or any of them, as little restraint is 
to be found, I presume, from the fear of offending 
constituents. 

The president is of four years duration, and Vir- 
ginia (for example) has one vote, out of thirteen, in 
the choice of him. The senate is a body of six years 
duration, and as, in the choice of president, the largest 
state has but a thirteenth part, so is it in the choice of 
senators ; and this thirteenth vote, not of the people, 
but of electors, two removes from the people. This 
latter statement is adduced to show that responsibility 
is as little to be apprehended from amenability to con- 
stituents, as from the terror of impeachment. You 
are, therefore, sir, well warranted in saying that either 
a monarchy or aristocracy will be generated : perhaps 
the most grievous system of government may arise ! 
It cannot be denied, with truth, that this new consti- 
tution is, in its first principles, most highly and dan- 
gerously oligarchic ; and it is a point agreed that a 
government of the few is, of all governments, the 
worst. The only check to be found in favour of the 
democratic principle, in this system, is the House of 
Representatives, which, I believe, may justly be called 
a mere shred or rag of representation, it being obvious, 
to the least examination, that smallness of number, 
and great comparative disparity of power, renders that 
house of little effect to promote good, or restrain bad 
government. But what is the power given to this ill- 
constructed body ? To judge of what may be for the 
general welfare , and such judgment, when made that 
of Congress, is to be the supreme law of the land. This 
seems to be a power co-extensive with every possible 

452 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 

object of human legislation. Yet there is no restraint, 
in form of a bill of rights, to secure (what Dr. Black- 
stone calls) that residuum of human rights which is 
not meant to be given up to society, and which, indeed, 
is not necessary to be given for any good social pur- 
pose. The rights of conscience, the freedom of the 
press, and the trial by jury, are at mercy. It is, in- 
deed, stated that, in criminal cases, the trial shall be by 
jury ; but how ? in the state ? What then becomes of 
the jury of the vicinage, or, at least, from the county 
in the first instance ; for the states being from fifty to 
seven hundred miles in extent, this mode of trial, even 
in criminal cases, may be greatly impaired; and in 
civil cases the inference is strong, that it may be alto- 
gether omitted, as the constitution positively assumes 
it in criminal, and is silent about it in civil causes. 
Nay, it is more strongly discountenanced in civil cases, 
by giving the supreme court, in case of appeal, juris- 
diction, both as to law and fact. Judge Blackstone, 
in his learned commentaries, (article Jury Trial,) says, 
it is the most transcendant privilege which any subject 
can enjoy, or wish for, that he cannot be affected either 
in his property, his liberty, or his person, but by the 
unanimous consent of twelve of his neighbours and 
equals. A constitution, that I may venture to affirm, 
has, under providence, secured the just liberties of this 
nation for a long succession of ages ; the impartial ad- 
ministration of justice, which secures both our persons 
and our properties, is the great end of civil society. 
But if that be entirely trusted to the magistracy, a 
select body of men, and those generally selected by 
the prince, or such as enjoy the highest offices of the state , 
their decisions, in spite of their own natural integrity, 
will have frequently an involuntary bias towards those 
of their own rank and dignity. It is not to be ex- 
pected, from human nature, that the few should be 
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always attentive to the good of the many. The learned 
judge further says, that “ every new tribunal, erected 
for the decision of facts, is a step towards establishing 
aristocracy, the most oppressive of all governments.” 
The answer to these objections is, that the new legis- 
lature may provide remedies ! But as they may, so 
they may not, and if they did, a succeeding assembly 
may repeal the provisions. The evil is found resting 
upon constitutional bottom, and the remedy upon the 
mutable ground of legislation, revocable at every 
annual meeting. It is the more unfortunate that this 
great security of human rights, the trial by jury, should 
be weakened in this system, as power is unnecessarily 
given, in the second section of the third article, to call 
people from their own country, in all cases of contro- 
versy about property between citizens of different 
states and foreigners, to be tried in a distant court 
where the Congress may sit; for although inferior 
congressional courts may, for the above purpose, be in- 
stituted in the different states, yet this is a matter alto- 
gether in the pleasure of the new legislature ; so that 
if they please not to institute them, or if they do not 
regulate the right of appeal, the people will be exposed 
to endless oppression, and the necessity of submitting 
to pay unjust demands rather than follow suitors, 
through great expense, to far distant tribunals, and to 
be determined upon there, as it may be, without a jury. 
In this congressional legislature a bare majority can 
enact commercial laws, so that the representatives of 
the seven northern states, as they will have a majority, 
can, by law, create the most oppressive monopolies 
upon the five southern states, whose circumstances 
and productions are essentially different from theirs, 
although not a single man of their voters are the rep- 
resentatives of, or amenable to, the people of the 
southern states. Can such a set of men be, with the 
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least colour of truth, called representatives of those 
they make laws for ? It is supposed that the policy 
of the northern states will prevent such abuses ! but 
how feeble, sir, is policy when opposed to interest 
among trading people, and what is the restraint arising 
from policy ? It is said that we may be forced, by 
abuse, to become ship-builders ; but how long will it 
be before a people of agriculture can produce ships 
sufficient to export such bulky and such extensive 
commodities as ours ; and if we had the ships, from 
whence are the seamen to come ? four thousand of 
whom, at least, we shall want in Virginia. In ques- 
tions so liable to abuses, why was not the necessary 
vote put to two-thirds of the members of the legisla- 
ture ? Upon the whole, sir, my opinion is, that, as this 
constitution abounds with useful regulations, at the 
same time that it is liable to strong and fundamental 
objections, the plan for us to pursue will be to propose 
the necessary amendments, and express our willingness 
to adopt it with the amendments ; and to suggest the 
calling a new convention for the purpose of consider- 
ing them. To this I see no well-founded objection, 
but great safety and much good to be the probable 
result. I am perfectly satisfied that you make such 
use of this letter as you shall think to be for the public 
good. And now, after begging your pardon for so 
great a trespass on your patience, and presenting my 
best respects to your lady, I will conclude with assur- 
ing you that 

I am, with the sincerest esteem and regard, 
dear sir. 

Your most affectionate and obedient servant. 

His Excellency, 

Gov. Randolph. 
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TO [SAMUEL ADAMS] i 

New York October the 27. 1787 

My dear friend, 

Our mutual friend My Gerry furnishes me with an 
opportunity of writing to you without danger of my 
letter being stopt on its passage, as I have some reason 
to apprehend has been the case with letters written by 
me and sent by Post — Under this impression it is, 
that I send you herewith a Copy of my letter to you 
of the 5- h of this month. Major Sergeant delivered 
me the letter that you were pleased to write me on the 
8- h instant, by which I see that you supposed me to 
have been a Member of the late Convention. I did 
early decline being a Member of that Body, because I 
was a member of Congress and the proposed plan 
stated, that Congress should revew [sic], & if they ap- 
proved, transmit the proposed amendments to the Con - 
federation , (for that was the Idea, and indeed the only 
idea that the proposed federal plan admits of, or that 
the powers delegated to the Convention countenanced) 
to the 13 States for approbation and ratification. In 
this view of the business, it appeared to me an incon- 
sistency that the same Men should in N. York review 
their own doings at Philadelphia. 2 And this opinion 
was fully verefied when the Members of Convention 
came to Congress in such numbers with their own 
plan, that the Votes of 3 States were Convention Votes, 
2 others divided by Conventioners, and Conventioners 
mingled with many other States. It is Sir most 
obvious, that the Constitution proposed by the Con- 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), 
Samuel Adams Papers. A text with variations is printed in R. H. 
Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 81. 

2 See also p. 434. The reasons assigned by Lee for declining to 
serve as a member of the Federal Convention would seem to disprove 
those often alleged to have controlled his action. 

456 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HEN RY LEE 

vention could not have a dispassionate and impartial 
consideration in Congress — And indeed it had not. 
In my letter to you of the 5* instant, I sent you the 
amendments that I proposed in Congress ; if they, 
with my letter should have miscarried, our friend M r 
Gerry can furnish you with them. Ml Wilson of 
Phil! has appeared in print with the Convention 
reasons in support of their proffered plan — How he 
has succeeded Ml Gerry will inform you. The Press 
has produced such Manly and well reasoned refutations 
of him and his System, that both have lost ground 
amazingly in the public estimation. His principle 
Sophism is, that bills of rights were necessary in the 
State Constitution because every thing not reserved 
was given to the State Legislatures, but in the Federal 
government, everything was reserved that was not 
given to the federal Legislature. This is clearly a 
distinction without a difference. Because Independent 
States are in the same relation to each other as Indi- 
viduals are with respect to uncreated government. So 
that if reservations were necessary in one case, they are 
equally necessary in the other. But the futility of 
this distinction appears from the conduct of the Con- 
vention itself, for they have made several reservations — 
every one of which proves the Rule in Conventional 
idea, to be, that what was not reserved was given — 
For example, they have reserved from their Legislature 
a power to prevent the importation of Slaves for 10 
years, and also from Creating Titles. But they have no 
reservation in favor of the Press, Rights of Conscience, 
Trial by Jury in Civil cases, or Common Law securities. 

As if these were of less importance to the happiness 
of Mankind than the making of Lords, or the impor- 
tations of Slaves ! The essential defects in the con- 
struction of the Legislature, and the dangerous blending 
of the Legislative and Executive powers, so as to pre- 
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vent all Responsibility, are such radical objections, as 
render this plan inadmissible, in my opinion, without 
amendments. The Baron Montesquieu says “that 
the English is the only nation in the world, where 
political or civil liberty is the direct end of its consti- 
tution.” I once thought that our free governments 
were entitled to the same praise. But the System 
under consideration, seems to have reversed the above 
idea — The acquisition of power unlimited, not the 
security of Civil liberty appears to be the object. 
Arbitrary government is indeed so carefully intrenched 
and barricaded against democratic influences, that I am 
very much mistaken if Civil Liberty does not expire 
under its operation. The friends of just Liberty here 
are astonished at the Occlusion of the Press in Boston 
at a season so momentous to Mankind. It is thought 
to augur ill of the New Government proposed, that on 
its being first ushered into the world, it should destroy 
the great Palladium of human rights — And at Boston 
too, where first the Presses pointed America to resist 
attempts upon her liberty & rights ; there to find the 
great Organ of free communication stopped, when that 
was under consideration, which of all sublunary things 
demands the freest and fullest discussion : Government, 
upon the goodness or badness of which, almost depends, 
whether we shall rank among Men or Beasts ! When 
you are pleased to write to me, your letter, by being 
enclosed to our friend M? Osgood of the Treasury 
here, will be forwarded safely to me in Virginia , for 
which place I shall set out from hence on the 4* of 
next month — 

My best respects to your Lady, & I pray to be 
remember’d to Gen. Warren, M' Lovell, & Doct. 
Holten. 

I am dear Sir most sincerely and affectionately your 
friend. 
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TO WILLIAM A[UGUSTINE] WASHINGTON i 

Chantilly, Nov? 17. 1787 

Dear Sir, 

I have a bond of the late Col? Turners for 10. 
dated the 4— of July 1783 which draws interest from 
that time, and so the interest due thereon on the 4— of 
last July being 4 years, amounts to £16. 1 0.0. I am 
content to let the principal remain in the hands of the 
Executors for the present. But you will much oblige 
me by paying the interest if it be possible to my Over- 
seer. If this cannot be done. As I am among the 
number of those unfortunate persons who have made 
but one third of a Crop of Corn, I am under the 
heavy necessity of purchasing one hundred barrels. 
Therefore, if you cannot now pay the money, if the 
estate has Corn to sell, we will, if you please conduct 
the matter thus. The estate of Miss F. Lee at Hal- 
lows's Marsh, very convenient to me, has Corn to sell. 
So that I may be supplied with the value in Corn here 
of £ib. 10. o and you may sell as much of Col? 
Turners estates Corn as will pay Miss Lees estate. If 
this is agreeable to you, we have only to fix the price 
now of the Market rules to govern both Cases. I can 
credit this Estate for so much, and you debtor that for 
the amount of the above interest. Let me have, if 
you please, an answer by the Bearer. We all here 
join in best love to you. Lady, & the Children. 

Affectionately & Sincerely Yours. 

1 A. L. S. New York State Library, Signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, p. 21 1. Addressed, “We A. Washington Esq?/ 

of / Blenheim //By / Mr. Geo. Eskridge.’ ’ Endorsed, 

“ Col? RicW H: Lee’s /Letter & claim a-/ gainst Col? Turners/ 
Estate.” Washington married Lee’s daughter Mary. 
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TO JAMES GORDON, JR i 

Chantilly, February 26, 1788. 

Dear Sir, 

Captain Merry delivered me the letter that you were 
pleased to write me, on the nth instant, in which I 
find you propose the following questions, relative to the 
new constitution, proposed by the late general conven- 
tion, and request my answer to them : 

First. Whether the United States had not better re- 
ceive than reject the said constitution ? 

Secondly. Whether it would not injure our credit 
in the European world, if we were to dissent therefrom ; 
and whether our country would not thereby be endan- 
gered, as there are large demands in Europe against 
us ? 

Thirdly. Whether every objection to the plan may 
not, by instructions from the different states, be made as 
soon as the said Congress may be assembled ? 

Fourthly. Whether ruin would await us, unless we 
are consolidated in one general plan of government ? 

To the first question, namely, " Whether the United 
States,” &c. I answer, that this question implies a neces- 
sity of either adopting or rejecting. But I know of no 
power on earth that has, or ever had, a right to propose 
such a question of extremity to the people, or any part 
of the people, of the United States. The happiness 
or misery of mankind depends so essentially upon gov- 
ernment, that, when this is to be established by the 
people for themselves and their posterity, the right of 
the people cannot be questioned, of so acting with plans 
proposed, as to adopt them, reject them, or propose 
amendments to them. 

To the second query, “ Whether it would not injure,” 
&c. I reply, that this second question is much founded 

1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee, II. 84. 
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on the first ; and, so far as it is, may receive the same 
answer. It is divisible into two parts ; the first, shall 
our credit be injured in Europe by dissenting from the 
proposed plan ? It is presumable, that credit abroad 
depends much upon union and happiness at home, as 
it must always greatly do upon that industry and real 
strength which grows out of the possession of civil lib- 
erty. Those, therefore, who contend for the new plan, 
by propounding such a question, should prove, in the 
first place, that the adoption of this constitution will 
secure union and happiness at home, and those valuable 
consequences that flow from the possession of civil lib- 
erty; and this is the more necessary, as there are such 
numbers who think that the proffered plan, if admitted 
without amendments, will empower the administrators 
of the new government to destroy civil liberty. The 
second part of this question is, “whether our country 
will not be endangered by a dissent , as there are large 
demands against us in Europe.” I presume that for- 
eigners have no business with the nature of our govern- 
ment. Payment of their debts they are entitled to, but 
no possible reason can be assigned, why these debts 
may not as well be paid if the proposed constitution 
was to be so amended, as to secure the just rights and 
liberties of the people from violation, by a proper bill 
of rights ; to retain the trial by jury in all cases, civil 
as well as criminal, as directed by the common law ; to 
secure the rights of conscience, and freedom of the 
press. Will France, Holland, or Spain, be disturbed 
at our retaining these valuable privileges ? or, will they 
quarrel with us for so amending this new plan, as to 
put it out of the power of the new rulers to carry every 
citizen of the state, by way of appeal, to be tried for 
every suit for debt, brought by all others than our own 
state citizens, in the supreme federal court, where dis- 
tance and expense may ruin multitudes? Have for- 
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eigners any thing to do with our amending the proposed 
constitution, so as to put it out of the power of the 
rulers under it, to garble elections, by ordering all the 
elections of any state to be held at any place they shall 
choose — at Cape Henry, for instance, if they so please 
at any time. See section fourth, article first, where 
they have power over time, place, and manner of hold- 
ing elections for choosing representatives, without re- 
straint or limitation. 

To the third query, “Whether every objection,” 
&c. I answer, that the constitution containing these 
objections, is made by the people of the United 
States ; and the removal of them by the Congress, 
would only be a common act of legislation, which may 
be revoked and repealed by every subsequent meeting 
of the Congress. So that the power of oppressing 
will be founded on the strong and lasting ground of a 
constitution made by the people of the United States, 
and the remedies (if the new rulers should ever please 
to declare any,) will rest on feeble and changeable acts 
of a common legislature. Can it be safe or prudent 
to suffer this ? As for instructions, it is to be re- 
marked, that the senators are chosen by the legislature 
of the states, and the representatives by all the free- 
holders — to instruct one, and not both branches of 
the new legislature, would be doing nothing ; and to 
render instructions of use, the general assembly, and 
the freeholders of the community, must unite. The 
almost impossibility of procuring such a union from 
the majority of the United States, is too obvious, not 
to show the very little dependence that should be put 
on such instructions. And, after all, the result could 
only be a legislative and mutable act against a fixed 
constitution. But how absurd would it be for the 
people to agree to a constitutional evil to-day, and to- 
morrow call for a legislative redress of that evil ! 
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The fourth and last question, “Whether ruin would 
await us,” &c. I am clearly of opinion, that our 
greater strength, safety, and happiness, depends on our 
union ; but I am as clear that this union had infinitely 
better be on principles that give security to the just 
rights and liberties of mankind, than on such princi- 
ples as permit rulers to destroy them. Thus, sir, I 
hope that I have fully, and to your satisfaction, an- 
swered your several questions : so that you may think 
yourself warranted, if not bound to be a friend to 
amendments that should be constitutional. To trust 
to future events for remedy of evils that we have our- 
selves once created, is like choosing to be sick, because 
a doctor may possibly cure us ! A very capital defect 
in this new project is, that the executive and legislative 
powers are so blended and united, as to remove all 
chance for responsibility ; and to possess man with 
very great powers, without making him easily answer- 
able for an abuse of these powers, is, in my opinion, 
neither safe nor wise. I am glad to hear that Colonel 
Barbour stands for the convention. It is many years 
ago since I saw his conduct in the legislature, and ob- 
served it to be both sensible and honest. I have been 
obliged to write in haste, so that you may be sure this 
letter is not intended for the press. 

I am, &c. 

James Gordon, jun. Esq. 


TO i 

Chantilly, in Virginia, April 28th, 1788. 

My Dear Sir — 

Your favour of December 3d, in the last year, 
reached me the last of January following, and it should 

1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee, II. 86. 
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have been answered with my thanks long since, if the 
uncommon badness of the winter, stopping all com- 
munication, had not prevented. Your sentiments on 
the new political structure, are, in my mind, strong 
and just. Both reason and experience prove, that so 
extensive a territory as that of the United States, in- 
cluding such a variety of climates, productions, inter- 
ests; and so great difference of manners, habits, and 
customs; cannot be governed in freedom until 
formed into states, sovereign, sub modo , and confed- 
erated for the common good. In the latter case, 
opinion founded on the knowledge of those who 
govern, procures obedience without force. But re- 
move the opinion, which must fall with a knowledge 
of characters in so widely extended a country, and 
force then becomes necessary to secure the purposes 
of civil government; hence the military array at 
Kamtschatka, at Petersburg, and through every part 
of the widely extended Russian empire. Thus force, 
the parent and the support of tyranny, is demanded 
for good purposes, although for ever abused to bad 
ones — that a consolidated, and not a federal govern- 
ment, was the design of some , who formed this new 
project, I have no doubt about. The dazzling ideas 
of glory, wealth, and power uncontrolled, unfettered 
by popular opinions, are powerful to captivate the 
ambitious and the avaricious. With such people, 
obedience resulting from fear, the offspring of force, 
is preferable to obedience flowing from esteem and 
confidence, the legitimate offspring of the knowl- 
edge that men have of wisdom and virtue in their 
governors; and, above all, from the conviction that 
abuses may be rectified by the substantial checks 
that political freedom furnish. Massachusetts, I see, 
has adopted the plan ; but proposes to insist persever- 
ingly on amendments. If it were permitted an indi- 
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vidual to question so enlightened an assembly, I would 
ask, why submit to a system requiring such amend- 
ments, and trust to creatures of our own creation, for 
the correcting of evils in it that threaten the destruc- 
tion of those ends for which the system was formed ? 
The fear of greater evils has been stated : but I can- 
not help considering such fears as being generated by 
design upon weakness. The objections to the present 
system, if accurately considered, will, I believe, be 
found to grow out of those temporary pressures, 
created by a long and expensive war, which time and 
prudence may remove. But, though it were admitted 
that some amendments to the present confederation 
would better promote the ends designed by it, why, 
for that reason, exterminate the present plan, and es- 
tablish on its ruins another, so replete with power, 
danger, and hydra-headed mischief? The Massachu- 
setts amendments are good, so far as they go. The 
first, third, and fourth amendments are well contrived 
to keep in existence the state sovereignties ; and the 
first particularly proper for securing liberty from the 
abuse of construction, which the new plan most amply 
admits of. But why, my dear friend, was the provi- 
sion in your seventh proposition of amendment, con- 
fined to causes between citizens of different states, 
since the reason applies to suitors of every country, 
and foreigners will be more apt than our own citizens 
to abuse, in the way, which, that part of the proffered 
plan permits, and which this amendment of Massa- 
chusetts is designed to prevent? England and Scot- 
land are united for every good purpose of defence and 
offence, yet a foreigner cannot sue a resident Scotsman 
in England for debt contracted in Scotland : nor will 
any foreign nation upon earth grant a similar privilege 
to our citizens over theirs, of calling their people from 
their own countries to answer demands against them — 
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the fixt idea of all the European nations being, that 
strangers are not to have privileges in their own 
country superior to what their own subjects enjoy. 


TO GEORGE MASON i 

Chantilly, May 7th, 1788. 

Dear Sir — 

Your son delivered me the letter that you were 
pleased to write me on the 30th instant, and I have 
promoted his views, as far as it is in my power at 
present, by directing the tobacco I had intended to 
sell in the country, to be put on board his vessel. I 
am inclined to think, for the reasons assigned by him, 
that the French market will be as good a one, at least, 
as any that we can send to. Give me leave now, dear 
sir, to make a few observations on the important busi- 
ness that will call you to Richmond next month. It 
seems pretty clear at present, that four other states, 
viz. North Carolina, New-York, Rhode Island, and 
New-Hampshire, will depend much upon Virginia for 
their determination on the convention project of a new 
constitution; therefore it becomes us to be very cir- 
cumspect and careful about the conduct we pursue, as, 
on the one hand, every possible exertion of wisdom 
and firmness should be employed to prevent danger to 
civil liberty, so, on the other hand, the most watchful 
precaution should take place to prevent the foes of 
union, order, and good government, from succeeding 
so far as to prevent our acceptance of the good part of 
the plan proposed. I submit to you, sir, whether, to 
form a consistent union of conduct, it would not be 
well for six or eight leading friends to amendments to 
meet privately, and, having formed the best possible 

1 From RrH. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 88. 
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judgment of the members' sentiments from knowledge 
of the men, to see how far it may be safe to press 
either for modes of amendment or the extent of amend- 
ments, and to govern accordingly. But, certainly, the 
firmest stand should be made against the very arbitrary 
mode that has been pursued in some states, that is, to 
propose a question of absolute rejection or implicit ad- 
mission. For though it is true that the convention 
plan looks something like this, yet I think every tem- 
perate man must agree that neither the convention, nor 
any set of men upon earth, have or had a right to in- 
sist upon such a question of extremity. To receive the 
good and reject the bad is too necessary and inherent a 
right to be parted with. As some subtle managers will 
be upon the convention, I believe you will find entrap- 
ping questions proposed at first as a ground-work of pro- 
ceeding, which will hamper, confine, and narrow all 
attempts to proper investigation or necessary amend- 
ment, and this will be done under the plausible pretext 
of losing all by attempting any change. I judge that it 
will be so here, because I observe a similar conduct has 
been pursued in other places, as in Maryland and Penn- 
sylvania. I trust that such uncandid and dangerous 
stratagems will be opposed and prevented in the con- 
vention of Virginia, and a thorough, particular, and 
careful examination be first made into all its parts as a 
previous requisite to the formation of any question upon 
it. During this process a tolerable judgment may be 
formed of the sentiments of the generality, and a clue 
furnished for forming successful propositions for amend- 
ment, as the candid friends to this system admit that 
amendments may be made to improve the plan, but say 
that these amendments ought to be made, and may be 
obtained from the new Congress without endangering a 
total loss of the proposed constitution. I say that 
those who talk thus, if they are sincere, will not object 
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to this plan, which, as I propose it, something like the 
proceeding of the convention parliament in 1688, in the 
form of ratification, insert plainly and strongly such 
amendments as can be agreed upon, and say, that the 
people of Virginia do claim, demand, and insist upon 
these as their undoubted rights and liberties which they 
mean not to part with ; and if these are not obtained 
and secured by the mode pointed out in the fifth article 
of the convention plan, in two years after the meeting 
of the new Congress, that Virginia shall, in that case, 
be considered as disengaged from this ratification. 
Under this proposition a development will be made of 
the sincerity of those who advocate the new plan, the 
beneficial parts of it retained, and a just security given 
to civil liberty. In the fifth article it is stated that two- 
thirds of Congress may propose amendments, which, 
being approved by three-fourths of the legislatures, 
become parts of the constitution. By this mode, the 
new Congress may obtain our amendments without 
risking the convulsion of conventions, and the friends 
of the plan will be gratified in what they say is necessary ; 
the putting the government in motion, when, as they 
again say, amendments may and ought to be obtained. 
By this mode, too, in all probability, the undetermined 
states may be brought to harmonize, and the formidable 
minorities, in the assenting states, may be quieted. By 
this friendly and reasonable accommodation, the per- 
petual distrust and opposition that will inevitably follow 
the total adoption of the plan, from the state legislatures, 
may be happily prevented, and friendly united exertions 
take place. Much reflection has convinced me that this 
mode is the best that I have had an opportunity of con- 
templating. I have, therefore, taken the liberty of rec- 
ommending it to your serious and patriotic attention ; 
in the formation of these amendments, localities ought 
to be avoided as much as possible. The danger of 
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monopolized trade may be prevented by calling for the 
consent of three-fourths of the U nited States on regula- 
tions of trade. The trial by jury, in this state, to be in- 
sisted on, as it [is] used under our present government, 
and confining the supreme federal court to the juris- 
diction of law excluding fact. The Massachusetts 
amendments, except the second, and extending the 
seventh to foreigners as well as citizens of other states, 
appear to me to be very good, and for their adoption 
the aid of that powerful state may be secured. The 
freedom of the press is, by no means, sufficiently at- 
tended to by Massachusetts, nor have they remedied 
the want of responsibility by the impolitic combination 
of president and senate. It does appear to me, that, in 
the present temper of America, if the Massachusetts 
amendments, with those suggested by me, being added, 
and inserted in our ratification as before stated, we may 
easily agree, and I verily believe that the most essen- 
tial good consequences would be the result. 

Affectionately yours, 

George Mason, Esq. Gunston Hall. 


TO [EDMUND] PENDLETON i 

Chantilly, May 22, 1788. 

Dear Sir — 

The manner in which we have together struggled 
for the just rights of human nature, with the friendly 
correspondence that we have maintained, entitles us, 
I hope, to the most unreserved confidence in each 
other, upon the subject of human rights, and the 
liberty of our country. It is probable that yourself 
no more than I do, propose to be hereafter politi- 

1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee, II. 90. A text 
with variations is printed in the Virginia Historical Register, II. 99. 
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cally engaged ; neither therefore expecting to gain, 
or fearing to loose, the candid part of mankind will 
admit us to be impartial judges, at least of the arduous 
business that calls you to Richmond, on the second 
of next month. I do not recollect to have met with 
a sensible and candid man who has not admitted, that 
it would be both safer and better if amendments were 
made to the new constitution, proposed for the govern- 
ment of the United States ; but the friends to the idea 
of amendments divide about the mode of obtaining 
them, some thinking that a second convention might 
do the business, whilst others fear that the attempt to 
remedy by another convention, would risk the whole. 
I have been informed that you wished amendments, 
but disliked the plan of another convention ; the just 
weight that you have in the councils of your country, 
may put it in your power, sir, to save from arbitrary 
rule a great and free people ; I have used the words 
arbitrary rule , because great numbers fear that this will 
be the case, as it may be so under the new proposed 
system, when they reflect on the unvarying progress 
of power in the hands of frail man ; to accomplish the 
ends of society by being equal to contingencies infinite, 
demands the deposit of power great and extensive in- 
deed, in the hands of rulers, so great as to render 
abuse probable, unless prevented by the most careful 
precautions ,* among which, the freedom and frequency 
of elections, the liberty of the press, and the trial by 
jury, with the independency of the judges, seem to be 
so capital and essential, that they ought to be secured 
by a bill of rights, to regulate the discretion of rulers 
in a legal way, restraining the progress of ambition and 
avarice within just bounds. Rulers must act by sub- 
ordinate agents generally, and however the former 
may be secure from the pursuits of justice, the latter 
are forever kept in check by the trial by jury, where 
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that exists in all its rights. This most excellent 
security against oppression, is a universal, powerful, 
and equal protection of all. But the benefit to be 
derived from this system, is most effectually to be 
obtained from a well informed and enlightened people ; 
here arises the necessity for the freedom of the press, 
which is the happiest organ of communication ever yet 
devised, the quickest and surest means, of conveying 
intelligence to the human mind. I am grieved to be 
forced to think, after the most mature consideration 
of the constitution proposed, that it leaves the three 
essentia] securities above stated, under the mere pleasure 
of the new rulers ; and why should it do so, sir, since 
the violation of these cannot be necessary to good , but 
will be always extremely convenient for bad govern- 
ment. It is a question deserving intense consideration, 
whether the state sovereignties ought not to be sup- 
ported, perhaps in the way proposed by Massachusetts 
in their first, third, and fourth, amendments. Force 
and opinion seem to be the two ways alone, by which 
men can be governed, the latter appears the most 
proper, for a free people, but remove that, and 
obedience, I apprehend, can only be found to result 
from fear, the offspring of force ; if this be so, can 
opinion exist, without competent knowledge of those 
who govern, and can that knowledge take place, in a 
country so extensive as the territory of the United 
States, which is stated by captain Hutchins at a million 
of square miles; whilst the empire of Germany, con- 
tains but 192,000, and that of France, but 163,000 
square miles, the almost infinite variety of climates, 
soils, productions, manners, customs, and interests, 
renders this still more difficult, for the universal 
government of our legislature; but very practicable to 
confederated states, united for mutual safety and 
happiness, each contributing to the federal head, such 
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a part of its sovereignty, as would render the govern- 
ment fully adequate to these purposes, and no more. 
The people would govern themselves more easily, the 
laws of each state, being adapted to its own genius and 
circumstances ; the liberties of the United States would 
probably be more secure, than under the proposed 
plan, which, carefully attended to, will be found capable 
of annihilating the state sovereignties, by the power 
given to push the operations of their government, 
under the general legislative right, of commanding 
taxes without restraint, and seizing the productive 
revenues that the states may happily fall upon, for 
their support, and this right, powerfully supported by 
the congressional court of justice, and by the sacred 
tye of oath upon all the state judges, will probably 
prove so strong as to render resistance vain, and the 
state governments as feeble and contemptible as was 
the senatorial authority, under the Roman emperors ; 
the name existed, but the thing was gone. I have 
observed, sir, that the sensible and candid friends of 
the proposed plan agree that amendments would 
be proper, but fear the consequences of another 
convention. I submit the following as an effectual 
compromise, between the majorities and formidable 
minorities, that generally prevail. It seems probable, 
that the determinations of four states, will be materially 
influenced by the determination of Virginia, which 
places a strong obligation on this country, to be un- 
usually cautious and circumspect in her conventional 
conduct; the mode proposed is something like that 
pursued by the convention parliament of England 
in 1688. In the act of ratification, insert plainly 
and strongly, such amendments as can be agreed 
upon, and say, that the people of Virginia do insist 
upon, and mean to retain them as their undoubted 
rights and liberties, which they intended not to part 
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with, and if these are not obtained and secured by the 
mode pointed out by the fifth artic [1] e of the conven- 
tion plan, in two years after the meeting of the new 
congress, that Virginia shall be considered as disengaged 
from this ratification ; in the fifth article it is stated, 
that two thirds of Congress may propose amendments, 
which being approved by three fourths of the legisla- 
tures, become parts of the constitution ; so that the 
new Congress may obtain the amendment of Virginia, 
without risking the convulsion of a convention. Thus 
the beneficial parts of the new system may be retained, 
and a just security be given for civil liberty, whilst the 
friends of the system will be gratified, in what they 
say is necessary, to wit, the putting the government 
in motion, when, as they again say, amendments may, 
and ought to be made. The good consequences re- 
sulting from this method, will probably be, that the 
undetermined states may be brought to harmonize, 
and the formidable minorities in many assenting states, 
be quieted by so friendly and reasonable an accommo- 
dation ; and thus the perpetual opposition that will 
inevitably follow, (the total adoption of the plan) from 
the state legislatures, may be happily prevented, and 
united exertions take place. In the formation of these 
amendments, localities ought to be avoided as much 
as possible. The danger of monopolized trade may 
be removed, by calling for the consent of three fourths 
of the United States, on regulations, of commerce. 
The trial by Jury to be according to the course of 
proceeding in the state, where the cause criminal or 
civil is tried, and confining the supreme federal court 
to the jurisdiction of law, excluding fact. To prevent 
surprises, and the fixing of injurious laws, it would 
seem to be prudent to declare against the making laws 
perpetual, until the experience of two years at least, 
had vouched their utility ; it being much more easy 
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to get a good law continued, than a bad one repealed. 
The amendments of Massachusetts, appear to be good 
so far as they go, except the second, and extending 
the seventh to foreigners, as well as the citizens of 
other states in this union ; and for their adoption, the 
aid of that powerful state may be secured. The free- 
dom of the press, is by no means sufficiently attended 
to by Massachusetts, nor have they remedied the want 
of responsibility, by the impolitic combination of 
president and senate. It does appear to me, that in 
the present temper of America, if the Massachusetts 
amendments with those herein suggested being added, 
and inserted in the form of our ratification as before 
stated, that Virginia may safely agfee, and I believe 
that the most salutary consequences would ensue. I 
pray, sir, that God may bless the convention with 
wisdom, maturity of counsel, and constant care of the 
public liberty, and that he may have you in his holy 
keeping. With very great esteem and regard I have 
the honour to be, dear sir. 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Hon. Mr. Chancellor Pendleton. 


TO GENERAL JOHN LAMB 1 

Chantilly in Virginia, June 27, 1788. 

Sir, 

It is but this day I received the letter that you did 
me the honor to write to me on the 1 8th of May last. 

1 From the text printed in I. Q. Leake, Memoir of the Life and 
Times of General John Lamb, 309. Lamb was an officer in the 
Revolutionary War, the commander at West Point at the time of 
Arnold’s treason, and later a prominent member of the Clinton party 
in New York. He was at this time chairman of a society opposed to 
the adoption of the Constitution without amendment which was cor- 
responding with the leaders in several states. 
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Repeated experience having shown me that I could 
not be at Richmond and be in health, prevented me 
from attempting to be a member of our State Conven- 
tion ; but I have omitted no occasion of enforcing, to 
the utmost of my power, the propriety of so stating 
amendments as to secure their adoption, as you will 
see by the letter I wrote to the president of our Con- 
vention, a copy of which I have the honor to enclose tp 
you. I lament that your letter did not reach me 
sooner, because I think your plan of correspondence 
would have produced salutary consequences ; as it 
seems to have been the idea of our Assembly when 
they sent the proposed plan to a convention. Every 
attempt has failed, either to get previous amendments 
or effectually to secure the obtaining them hereafter. 
Yet you will see, sir, that the ratifying majority feel 
the propriety of amendments ; altho’, in my judgment, 
the mode they have pursued, for obtaining them, is 
neither wise or manly. But if nothing better can be 
obtained in the states that have not yet ratified, even 
this mode of expressing the sense of the approving 
states may operate to the obtaining amendments here- 
after, as well as to prevent, in the exercise of power, 
such abuses as would, in all probability, take place. 

It will be considered, I believe, as a most extraordi- 
nary epoch in the history of mankind, that in a few 
years there should be so essential a change in the 
minds of men. ’Tis really astonishing that the same 
people, who have just emerged from a long and cruel 
war in defence of liberty, should now agree to fix an 
elective despotism upon themselves and their posterity ! 
It is true, indeed, for the honor of human nature, that 
there has not been ‘a general acquiescence. In respect- 
able states, there have been formidable minorities. In 
this, a majority of ten only, out of near two hundred 
members, neither demonstrate that a majority of the 
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people approve the plan ; nor does it augur well for the 
prosperity of the new government, unless the wisdom 
and goodness, of those who first act under this system, 
shall lead them to take effectual measures for introduc- 
ing the requisite amendments. And this I hope, for 
the honor and safety of the U. States, will be obtained 
by the mediation of wise and benevolent men. 

Accept my thanks sir, for the enclosures in your 
letter, which I shall read with great pleasure. 

I have the honor to be, sir. 

Your most obedient & very humble servant, 

Gen. John Lamb, 

New York. 


TO [GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON ] 1 

Chantilly July the 8< h 1788 

Dear Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose for your consideration 
and signiture, papers relative to our execution of the 
trust reposed in us for selling Mr Booths land and 
purchasing other lands in lieu. The partys are very 
desirous to have this business finished, and I have no 
doubt but that the saving clause, and the provision at 
the end of the deed, renders this conveyance perfectly 
safe for us. You will please to observe that young 
Mf Booths letter requests us to convey to R. Lee ; 
but circumstances in that family, unknown to him, 
renders this improper. It is this however, that causes 
Mr Charles Lee in his letter enclosed to say “ I expect 
Mr W. A. Booth will give his direction for conveying 
to Miss E. A. Lee instead of R. Lee &c — Till 
such direction be given by Mr W. A. Booth I presume 

1 A. L. S. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LXXII. 
330 - 
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the Trustees will forbear to execute the deed ” This 
circumstance, together with Mr Bealls letter herein also 
enclosed, render two things necessary to be observed, 
before the deed shall be parted with by you — the one 
is, that Mr W. A. Booth signify his assent to the 
alteration of the conveyance, and also that Mr Brooke 
Beall certify his receipt of the ballance due on this 
purchase, as requested in his brother Mr S. Bealls 
letter. 

I wish that the late excessive rains may not have 
injured your Crops nearly as much this year, as did 
the drought of last summer. 

This family join me in presenting respectful compli- 
ments to your Lady. 

I have the honor to be, with every sentiment of 
esteem and regard, dear Sir your affectionate and 
obedient Servant. 


TO THEODORIC BLAND * 

Chantilly, October 15th, 1788. 

Dear Sir, 

Long acquaintance and friendship, with very similar 
opinions, will apologize for my troubling you with my 
wishes that amendments may be procured to the new 
constitution, by means of the new Congress ; and that 
I am willing to exert my faculties for obtaining such 
amendments in the senate of the new legislature, if it 
shall please the Assembly to send me there ; and this 
information to my friends is the more necessary, 
because I know it is a common art, in these times, to 

1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , JI. 95. 
Bland was a Member of Congress from Virginia from 1780 to 1783, 
a member of the Virginia Convention of 1788, and a Representative 
to Congress from Virginia in 1789. He died in 1790 at the age of 
forty-eight. 
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prevent elections by asserting that persons proposed 
will not serve if elected. That amendments are neces- 
sary to this system, cannot, I think, be doubted by 
any sensible and dispassionate man. The thing itself, 
the judgment of many respectable states, and great 
numbers of individuals, all proclaim it. Nor will 
amendments, probably, fail to be made, unless the leg- 
islatures should choose men so zealously and blindly 
devoted as to prevent them from seeing defects that all 
other men do see. As the subject has been very fully 
considered, and a majority have received it, professedly 
under the idea of expected amendments, I should think 
that, as good citizens, it now becomes us to exert our 
faculties so to conduct the business as that a wise, 
energetic, and free government, may result from prop- 
erly amending the present form. Should this fortu- 
nately be your opinion, the community will have the aid 
of your knowledge and experience in the new legislature. 

I have the honour to be, with the truest esteem and 
regard, dear Sir, 

Your affectionate friend and obedient servant, 
Theodorick Bland, Esquire. 


TO JOHN JONES i 

g IR Chantilly, October 15th, 1788. 

My sentiments of the new constitution, in its pres- 
ent form, having been already communicated to the 
public, it is not necessary here to repeat my objections ; 
nor will it be wondered, that, with such sentiments, I 
should declare my willingness to serve in the senate of 
the new Congress, where, in my judgment, the best 
opportunity will be afforded of doing the most es- 
sential services to the community, and especially at its 

1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee, II. 94. 
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first institution when amendments so necessary for the 
security of civil liberty, will probably be the most at- 
tainable. I do assure you, sir, that nothing but the 
reverence I have for the liberties of my country, and 
a thorough conviction of the danger these will be ex- 
posed to by the unamended state of the new constitu- 
tion, could have induced me to consent again to be- 
come a public man ; but where the peace, happiness, 
and freedom of my country seems concerned, all private 
considerations will, I hope, with me, forever give place. 
It is impossible that amendments can fail to be recom- 
mended by the new Congress, if the legislatures ' shall 
send to that body such men as are known friends to 
civil liberty, and to the amendments that have been 
proposed by many respectable states, and are desired 
by such numbers of respectable citizens ; but to be 
sure, if characters shall be appointed to the new govern- 
ment, who are so zealously attached to it as to be 
incapable of seeing faults in it, the friends of just 
government may be disappointed in their views of 
amendments, however ardently, and generally, it may 
be desired. I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, — 
Hon, John Jones, in Richmond 


TO WILLIAM CABELL i 

Chantilly, October the 15th, 1788. 

Sir. — A gentleman with whom I have had the 
honor to serve so long in the Councils of my Country, 
will I am sure pardon me for informing him of my 
willingness to continue my public services in the Sen- 
ate of the new Congress, if it shall please the Legisla- 
ture to elect me to that office. It is, sir, a conviction 

1 From the text printed in the Virginia Historical Register , II. 20. 
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of mind, resulting from the most mature reflection, 
that the civil Liberty of our Country will be endan- 
gered if amendments cannot be procured to the lately 
received Constitution, that has prevailed with me again 
to become a public man. When so many respectable 
States, and such numbers of respectable citizens in all 
the States, are anxious for amendments ; they will 
surely take place if such men are appointed to the new 
Congress as are known friends to Civil Liberty and to 
the amendments required. And I think that the 
choice of men of a contrary description will as assur- 
edly defeat the wishes of those who desire to secure the 
public liberty by shutting the door against the numer- 
ous abuses, that in its present form, the new Govern- 
ment admits of. It seems to me that if all the friends 
of the new system were friends to their Country , they 
could none of them oppose amendments, that in their 
nature are calculated only to controul bad but aim not 
at the restraint of good Government. Yet I have 
heard some of these friends, now that their plan is 
adopted, begin to argue against amendments until, as 
they say, experience shall have shewn their propriety. 
I take the meaning of such men to be, that abuse 
under the name of use shall be rivetted upon mankind. 
For the reverence paid to established forms when sup- 
ported by power has generally proved too strong for 
correction however necessary it might be. I beg to be 
remembered to those of your family to whom I am 
known by having had the honor to serve with them in 
the General Assembly. 

I am sir, with much esteem and regard, 

Your most obedient and very humble serv’t, 

P.S. — A present indisposition prevents this letter 
from being all written with my own hand which I hope 
your goodness will excuse. 
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TO [THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA] i 

[EDMUND RANDOLPH] 

Chantilly, Oct. 16, 1788. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to address your Excellency upon a 
subject that I think much deserves your indulgence, 
if, as some judge, the Executive have a right to in- 
dulge in such cases. It is, Sir, the case of a revenue 
execution obtained against William Augustine Wash- 
ington, Esq., late high Sheriff of this county for a 
large sum, and the gentlemen’s effects for want of 
buyers could not be sold. I believe, Sir, the truth 
is, that the Under Sheriffs, who are universally reputed 
men of industry, attention and honesty, have, from 
the necessity of the case, been obliged to indulge the 
people who, for want of money and means to pay, 
could not discharge the taxes, nor would their effects 
have sold if taken for the same reason. An attention 
to the public receipts will shew, I trust, that until 
lately this county has been among the most exact 
payers of the public taxes. It is therefore presumable 
that the present backwardness is occasioned not by 
unwillingness but by incapacity. Mr. Washington 
has not yet availed himself of the remedy given him 
by law against his deputies, because he relied on their 
exertions to be ready in season to discharge the debt ; 
hitherto they have failed, but the strongest reasons 
exist to induce a belief that the crop now coming in 
will enable them to pay this demand, and at all events 
Mr. Washington will deliver his own effects to sale, 
if they, his deputies, fail, and his effects are ample and 

1 From the text printed in W. P. Palmer, Calendar of Virginia 
State Papers, IV. 509. The letter was enclosed in a petition of Will- 
iam Augustine Washington, “Late Sheriff of Westmoreland 7 * County, 
Virginia, to Governor Randolph. 
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far more than sufficient to satisfy this execution ; but 
his means of doing this will be greatly aided by a 
large and plentiful crop now getting in. From a con- 
sideration of these facts, if a small indulgence can be 
shown to Mr. Washington, your Excellency and the 
honorable council will have an opportunity of gratify- 
ing the goodness of your own dispositions, and at the 
same time of preventing a very great Oppression from 
falling on a worthy gentleman, whilst the public rev- 
enue will not be injured, but suspended only for a 
short time. 

I have the honor to be. 

With every sentiment of respectful esteem and 
regard 

Your Excellencie’s most obedient and very 
humble servant. 


TO [GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON] 1 

New York April 6. 1789. 

Dear Sir, 

On the Sunday sennight after leaving Mt. Vernon I 
arrived here, where to my surprize I found that a 
quorum of the Senate was not assembled, and but a 
small majority of Representatives. 

On this day we went to business & to my great 
satisfaction I heard a unanimous vote of the electing 
states in favor of calling you to the honorable office of 
Pres! of the U. S. Before this period I judged it 
might not be acceptable to speak my sentiments to 
you on this subject; but now I hope I may be per- 
mitted to express my ardent hope that your inclinations 
may correspond with the U nited wish of America, that 

1 Copy. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LXXIII. 
333 - 
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you should preside over those councils which you 
have so greatly contributed to render independent. 
Indeed I am sure that the public happiness which I 
know you have so much at heart will be very insecure 
without your acceptance. 

The two houses feel the necessity of proceeding to 
the preparation of some important business, that it 
may be in all possible forwardness against your arrival. 
That of securing the Impost on the spring arrival 
seems to be the most pressing. 

An Express goes also to Mr, Adams immediately 
to inform him of his election to the office of Vice 
President. I pray to be remembered affec ly to your 
lady & the family at M? Vernon. 

With every sentiment of regard, 

I am D r Sir, Yr most obd\ 


TO SAMUEL ADAMS i 

New York April the 25? 1 , 1789 

My much esteemed friend. 

I have received one short letter from you since my 
arrival here, and I value it greatly because it came from 
a friend I much esteem and because it shew’d me that 
I was still in your remembrance. As my enquiries 
are often about you, I learn that it is more difficult 
for you to write than it formerly was, and therefore your 
letters are received as greater testimonials of friendship. 

I find that you continue determined to do all the 
good you can to Mankind by your continuing in 
public service — The issue of your government elec- 
tion gives me singular pleasure for many reasons, and 

*A. L. S, New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Sam- 
uel Adams Papers. Addressed to him “ in / Boston ” and franked 
by Lee. 
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especially because the hot headed federalists as they 
call themselves, placed the contest upon M* Hancocks 
proposition to your Convention for amendments to our 
new Constitution. 

This procedure argues the extremity of Art, decep- 
tion, and impudence in these people — because they 
joined with the idea as a most happy means of procur- 
ing Union, and obtaining a ratification of the proffered 
plan — But now that they have gained their point, 
they are traducing the Men, and wish to neglect the 
condition upon which probably their success was 
founded. Deceit, whether in public or in private life, 
seldom fails in the end to injure those who practise it. 
I observe that you mention efficient government — 
I assure you my dear friend that there lives not a Man 
who more cordially wishes for a Government possessed 
of the fullest means of procuring the happiness, pros- 
perity, and security of our union — But for these salu- 
tary ends it is not in my judgement necessary to 
establish a system full of ambiguity respecting old and 
long esteemed Safeguards, whilst the ways, in some 
instances, to pernicious exertions of power are left 
much too open. I might object some fundamental 
errors, such as the idea too prevalent, of One Govern- 
ment founded on the ruin of State Governments — 
The want of safety to Elections, and the utter want of 
Responsibility. I hope the idea of Amendments is 
not lost in Massachusetts where we have been used to 
find the firmest defenders of Civil liberty. It is prob- 
able that this Session of Congress will pass Laws of a 
nature so gracious as to quiet alarms amongst those 
who reflect not, that “ the safety of liberty depends 
not so much upon the gracious manner, as upon the 
Limitation of Power.” I heartily wish you health, 
and I beg my respectful compliments to M“ Adams. 
I am dear Sir, sincerely and affectionately yours. 
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p . S. 

If you please, let me know if you receive this 
letter. 


TO [THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA] » 
[beverley Randolph] 

New York May the 26^ 1789 

Sir, 

We have been duly honored with the two letters 
that you have been pleased to write to us, the one by 
Col? Davies and the last on the 15- of this month. 
We beg leave to refer you to Col? Davies for the success 
of his mission, and we shall not fail to give information 
of the two Vessels you mention, when the time shall 
come that it will be proper to do so. At present, an 
Impost bill is before the Senate from the H of Repre- 
sentatives which proceeds but slowly thro our House. 
The regulation bill, which is the one that will govern 
the collection, is yet with the H. of Representatives, 
and will probably, as it is an operose business, be 
sometime before it passes. A bill for establishing a 
federal judiciary system is now preparing by the Sen- 
ate. — These, with an Act passed the two Houses for 
administering the Constitutional oath is all the material 
business yet done and doing. 

We thank you Sir for your obliging offer to give us 
such information respecting the public affairs of our 
State as we may desire to have, and you may be assured 
that we shall forward such communications to you as we 
shall judge it may be useful for you to be informed of. 

We have the honor to be, with every sentiment 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), 
Emmet Collection, 4217. “ Will” Grayson ” also signs the letter in 

autograph. 
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of respectful consideration, Sir your Excellencys most 
obedient Servants. 


TO PATRICK HENRY » 

New York, May 28th, 1789. 

Dear Sir, 

Your favour of March the 23 rd was yesterday delivered 
to me, about eight weeks from its date. The Public 
good, and your recommendation, are motives so 
powerful with me, that General Martin will be sure of 
my friendship whenever the time shall come that I can 
serve him. How the business of appointment to the 
office he wishes, or any other, will go on, it is not easy 
to say, because nothing of that kind has yet come 
upon the tapis. If the constitutional nomination takes 
place, I am inclined to think that the approbation of 
the Senate will not be withheld, unless some palpable 
impropriety should mark the nomination, which is 
hardly to be supposed. If, however, it should so turn 
out as to be in my power to serve General Martin, I 
shall assuredly do it. I have seen very few of the 
scurrilous papers that you allude to, but from those I 
have seen, it is my opinion that neither you nor I may 
be much disturbed at their effects, since it is not 
possible that they can have influence with any whose 
good opinion is worth having. Of all the anonymous 
nonsense and adulation that I have met with, Decius 
is the most contemptible ; his effusions, nevertheless, 
are pretty similar to the genius and spirit that has ani- 
mated the rest of his party. Nothing more than report 
of the Spanish proceeding have reached me ; the public 

1 From the text printed in William Wirt Henry, Patrick Henry, 
III. 387. A text with variations is printed in R. H. Lee, Memoir of 
Richard Henry Lee , II. 95. 
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consideration here has never yet turned upon any thing 
of that kind. The state of Georgia did, last July, 
make an offer to the then Congress, of ceding part of 
her western territory to the United States; but the 
terms of cession were then clogged with so many op- 
pressive conditions, that the cession was not accepted. 
I do not know that the state has since receded from 
the terms it then proposed ; whenever any thing rela- 
tive to that business shall come on the carpet, I will 
inform you. An act has passed the Congress for ad- 
ministering the constitutional oath, and an impost bill 
is now before the Senate, from the House of Repre- 
sentatives ; the duties are thought too high, and we 
are proposing a reduction. A long regulating bill, for 
securing the collection, is now in the House of Repre- 
sentatives ; and in the Senate, a plan is forming for 
establishing the judiciary system. So far as this has 
gone, I am satisfied to see a spirit prevailing that 
promises to send this system out free from those vex- 
ations and abuses that might have been warranted by 
the terms of the constitution. It must never be for- 
gotten, however, that the liberties of the people are 
not so safe under the gracious manner of government, 
as by the limitation of power. Mr. Madison has 
given notice, that, on Monday s’n-night he will call 
for the attention of the house to the subject of amend- 
ments. I apprehend that his ideas, and those of our 
convention, on this subject, are not similar. We shall 
carefully attend to this, and when the plan comes to 
the senate, we shall prepare to abridge, or enlarge, so 
as to effect, if possible, the wishes of our legislature. 
I think, from what I hear and see, that many of our 
amendments will not succeed, but my hopes are strong 
that such as may effectually secure civil liberty will not 
be refused. As two thirds of the legislatures have re- 
fused to apply for a general convention, the Congress, 
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it seems, can constitutionally only submit their propo- 
sitions of amendments to the legislatures, or to state 
conventions ; but, I suppose, neither of these modes 
will fail, where the design is more effectually to secure 
civil liberty ; the wish to do which, was, I assure you, 
the sole reason that could have influenced me to come 
here, for I agree perfectly with you, that your time of 
life and mine, after the turbulence we have passed 
through, renders repose necessary to our declining 
years. From what you write of the lands on the 
western frontier of Georgia, I suppose that you have 
views of family settlement there ; as in that case, the 
Spaniards will be neighbours, I submit to your con- 
sideration, to reflect on the national character of that 
people, which seems to be firm and immovable in 
friendship, but very inveterate in enmity, peaceable and 
honest in their dealings, but jealous to an extreme of 
attempts upon their territory, especially that from 
whence they derive their wealth. Will it not be pru- 
dent, for such as are their neighbours, to cultivate their 
friendship, rather than provoke their enmity ? It ap- 
pears to me, that a judicious procedure of this kind, 
may get every thing from their good will, whilst it will 
not be pleasant to be in enmity with them; more 
especially as there is little doubt, but that in case of 
quarrel with us, France will upon principles of the 
Bourbon alliance, inevitably join them. The English 
court have, for some time past, been assiduously 
courting the court of Spain to a commercial treaty, and 
I fear, that our conduct has favoured their views ; such 
a treaty would hurt us, in the same proportion that it 
will benefit our former enemies. The eyes of Europe 
are now turned upon the meeting of the states general 
in France. If that people succeed in restoring their 
ancient liberty, France will be the most potent empire 
in Europe. The war in the north of that part of the 
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world, seems likely to continue, unless the peculiat 
state of England and of France should be the means 
of restoring peace. My brother Arthur desires his 
compliments to you ; he has read your debates in 
convention, and accords with you in opinion about the 
probable issue of the present system. 

I am, with great esteem and regard, dear Sir, Your 
affectionate friend and servant, 

Patrick Henry, Esquire. 


TO [CHARLES LEE] i 

New York June the 7^ 1789 

My dear Sir, 

By the time this letter reaches Alexandria I hope 
that you and my dear Nancy will be returned in good 
health to your own house. I expect Nancy will recom- 
mence her correspondence with me, now that she has 
come into the line of Post. I wish to hear very par- 
ticularly from her about Chantilly, Stratford, Bush- 
field, Walnut farm, Berry hill, and how my daughter 
Flora 1 2 is in health & spirits at present — These are 
subjects lengthy enough to fill a journal, and I shall 
not regret the time employed in reading it. The 
impost bill is upon the point of passing the Senate, 
where many of the duties on capital articles have been 
reduced one third. The regulation bill upon which 
the collection of these duties depends, is yet before the 
house of Representatives, and being both long and 
complicated its progress is slow. The bill proposes 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Ford 
Collection. Charles Lee, afterward Attorney- General of the United 
States, had on February 1 1 preceding married Anne, fourth daughter 
of R. H. Lee. 

2 Wife of Ludwell Lee, the writer’s second son. 
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Collectors, Controllers, Naval Officers, Surveyors &c 
at some principal ports, and part of these only at 
others — How this matter will finally end it is not easy 
to say, and therefore a minute description of the bill is 
now not necessary. I understand that the N. O. 1 is to 
have fees, the Collector commissions and the Con- 
troller Salary — Which of these will be the most 
profitable seems not certain yet— Where the importa- 
tions are great, the Collectors will be the best place, 
but where they are small and the Controllers Salary 
good this last may be the best — However, you shall 
have due notice that a proper determination may be 
come to. 

Conversing on the subject of these appointments 
lately with the P. I mentioned two principles which I 
had the pleasure to hear him approve of. The first 
that State Officers in similar lines who had behaved well 
deserved preference in the service of the U. S. and 2^ 
that having discharged these duties undivided, now that 
they become divided, the same officers were entitled to 
the best — He assigned some strong reasons in sup- 
port of both these ideas. So that it seems probable 
your wishes for any one of them will be gratified. 
And when the time comes for application if you choose 
to write to the P. I will wait on him with your letter 
and give it all my assistance. What think you of our 
friend Col° Fitzgerald, if he thinks either of these 
places, after yours, advantageous to him, it is probable 
that upon application to the Constitutional Nomina- 
tion he might succeed — I am sure that I will do him 
all the service in my power — If you judge it proper 
to mention this to him you will do it. I see that the 
bill requires personal residence at the Port, & if Yeoc? 2 

1 Naval officer. Charles Lee was at this time “naval officer of 
South Potomac ” under the state government of Virginia. 

2 Yeocomico. 
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should be a port of entry on Potomac the Residence 
of the N. Officer there will be necessary. This w*! 
probably not suit Col 1 ? Fitz — It might perhaps do for 
M* Scott whom I see by y 1 . note to y T . brother that you 
approve — These applications are so exceedingly nu- 
merous, and often so respectable, that they must distress 
the P. St many others concerned — I do not see in 
the progress of this business that the Senate will have 
much to do in the affair of appointmH but if it lays in 
my way to aid M* Scott I shall not forget him. I see 
that Mr Blane has sent the Matresses, Sieves Sc Ticken, 
that I wrote for last year — Will you have the good- 
ness to get them contrived safely to Chantilly without 
their coming under the distructive direction of Mr W. 
H. or his Clerks — Apropos — Mr Hunter promised 
me here to settle with you Sc Ludwell on his return 
for my Goods lost in the Winter through his misman- 
agement — I shall thank you much for pressing him 
to an immediate conclusion of this affair that if I am 
obliged to bring suit no time may be lost in doing it. 
Or if he will do me justice, that goods may be replaced 
in kind Sc value Sc sent to Chantilly where they are 
much wanted — My son Ludwell has got the list of 
the goods, their kinds Sc cost — You will please to 
inform me of what is done in this business — I have 
written to Mr W- Washington desiring him to remit 
Turners debt without waiting for Moreheads payment. 
I expect he will do so, when I will either remit you 
the money you were so good as expend in the pur- 
chase of things for my dear daughter and also for the 
Tea China — Or it may, at your pleasure, be employed 
here in the purchase of any thing you may want. I 
find here, Linnen for shirting Negroes, of two kinds ; Sc 
much cheaper than anything of the kind in Virg the 
first, which I think the best bargain, is a thick strong 
white German Linnen, better in my judgement than 
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any Oznaburgs, rather more than 3 quarters wide at 9 d 
a yard our currency, or a shilling this money. I have 
got 250 y- of it for my people — There is but one 
Merchant in Town who has it, & he is a German — 
the other Linnen is brown & made in Connecticut — 
Tis I think better than the best Oznaburgs, is rather 
above yard wide and cost 123/4 our money a Yard — I 
think that both these are much preferable bargains to 
any that can be made with us. Excellent Chocolate is 
here at a shilling our money a pound. The German 
Merchant also sells a very strong kind of Bagging 
containing 18 yards in a piece at I s / our money a 
yard — Very fine for bags — This will make about 
7 large strong & useful bags — My love to Nancy, to 
Ludwell, Flora, & Cassius — I am dear Sir your affec- 
tionate friend. 


TO CHARLES LEE* 

New York June 24. 1789 

Mv dear Sir, 

Our friend M r W- Lee having had one of his eyes 
couched has a good prospect of having vision totally 
restored. In his valetudinary state he has been greatly 
mortified by a judgement obtained against him in May 
York court by Col? Mason for something more than 
2400 pounds currency. I think that the real princi- 
pal due was a little above ^800, which with common 
interest, it seems M? Lee was always willing to pay ; 
but Col? Mason insisted on 10 per Cent — This 
cause has, somehow or other, been miserably con- 
ducted in the County Court — For as Ml Lee states 

1 A. L. S. Virginia Historical Society, Lee Papers, IV. 1 1 3 . 
Addressed to him as “naval officer at/Alexandria in/Virginia,” and 
franked by Lee. 
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it, the following facts tho capable of being proved did 
not appear before the Court. That altho a Notary in 
France states that Lee protested the bill, it can be 
proved that he was in Germany, not in France when 
& where the bill is said to have been protested by him 
& in fact he did not protest it — Secondly that the 
bill was drawn for more than was due to Col? Mason 
& consequently might have been protested without in- 
curring io p r Cent damages which was demanded in an 
action for damages — 3^ that M T Lee had early in 
the late war shewn a disposition to pay Col? Mason, 
perhaps in the only way practicable under the then 
circumstances of war & distance, by giving an order 
on two of his Creditors here, very good & sufficient 
Men, but Col? Mason chose, as he said, that the 
money sh? remain in M? Lees hands — The bill was 
never transferred by Col? Mason but remained his 
property from first to last — How he can be entitled 
to 10 p' Cent is the question — Were this allowed it 
would defeat the law that will only allow 5 per Cent, 
because the Creditor would only have to make his 
demand in one way instead of another & thereby gain 
10 for 5 p* Cent, an evasion not to be countenanced — 
It seems otherwise, & for good reason, where the 
bill has been absolutely transferred — Under these cir- 
cumstances Mf Lee has sued out an injunction from 
the Chancellor to stop so much of the judgement as 
relates to interest only, determining to pay the princi- 
pal — He relies most on you to conduct this injunction, 
and the consequent Suit in chancery if the injunction 
should 1 be set up. The discharge of the principal 
of this judgement M* Lee wishes to accomplish 2 im- 
mediately and for this purpose he relies on your friend- 
ship to negotiate the matter with Col? Mason. M* 

x The word < € not 99 is here erased. 

2 Substituted for €€ discharge ’ ’ erased. 


493 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 

Lee considers M r Mason as putting Money to interest 
in good hands — he would therefore pay him a bond 
of M' W- Washington with M' Rutter Security for 
about £ i ooo, and this mode he prefers — but if this 
will not .suit, he will either send Bills of Exchange or 
Specie as shall be agreed upon — the latter being 
attended with hazard and inconvenience is the least 
eligible mode — But the first thing to be enquired is 
whether the execution has been levied or not, if it has 
been satisfied by an injurious sale of M r Lees effects, 
there is no further room for treaty on this subject. 
To transact this business with the dispatch it wants, 
my brother requests the favor of you to ride to Col 0 
Masons, and to let him know immediately by letter 
enclosed to me, what is the issue of this business — 
Mf Lee’s present situation is such as to render the aid 
of his friends peculiarly necessary — 

In the business of this judgement I think that he has 
been very much injured, and I shall thank you for at- 
tending to it in the manner that he requests by his 

letter to you now sent. M* W” Hunter has been 

gone from hence a considerable time — He promised 
me to settle for my goods lost (under his care) when he 
returned to Alexandria — I have not heard that he has 
done any thing in the matter — I pray you to press 
him on this business, and if he will not settle it let suit 
be brought. The goods are wanted in my family 
very much, so that if he does not replace them I must 
purchase here — The public affairs remain as when I 
wrote you last — Love to my dear daughter & other 
friends in your Town — Sincerely and affectionately 
yours. 
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TO [SAMUEL ADAMS]i 

New York August 8. 1789 

My dear friend, 

I find that the goodness of your own mind has 
already, in the engagements of mine, found an apology 
for my silence — it is indeed a just one, and to that 
m entail engagement I owe a return of the ill health 
that afflicted me some years ago. Altho, I thank 
God, not yet in so great a degree. I do very much 
approve and admire your idea of supporting “ the 
authority and dignity of the state governments within 
their respective jurisdictions, as far as consists with the 
purposes for which the fed. government is designed ” ; 
And I perfectly agree with you in opinion <c that they 
are but petit politicians who wish to lessen the due 
weight of the state governments.” I saw something 
of this sentiment published in your speech to the 
G. Court on your late election — I then expressed 
my approbation of it, and have only been prevented 
by business and illhealth from transmitting to you 
my wish, that others, in stations similar to yours, 
might take frequent opportunities of inculcating the 
same salutary sentiment. 

The idea is supported by reason and experience — 
So extensive a territory as that of the U. States, in- 
cluding such a variety of climates, productions, in- 
terests ; and so great difference of manners, habits, 
and customs ; cannot be governed in freedom, unless 
formed into States sovereign sub modo, and confeder- 
ated for common good. 

In the latter case, opinion , founded in the knowledge 
of those who govern, procures obedience without force. 
But remove opinion, which must fall with a knowledge 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Samuel 
Adams Papers. 
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of characters in so widely extended a country, and 
force then becomes necessary to secure the purposes 
of Civil society. Hence the military array at Kamts- 
Chatka, at Petersburg, and thro every part of the 
widely extended Russian empire — Thus force the 
parent and support of Tyranny, is demanded for good 
purposes, as it should seem, altho for ever abused to 
bad ones. But so wonderfully are mens minds now 
changed upon the subject of liberty, that it would 
seem as if the sentiments universally prevailed in 1774 
were antediluvian visions, and not the solid reason 
of fifteen years ago ! Among the many striking in- 
stances that daily occur, take the following communi- 
cated to me by an hon- Ie Member of the H. of R. 
here. You well know our former respected, republi- 
can friend, old Mi Ro-g-r-Sh-n of Con, 1 whose person, 
manners, and every sentiment appeared formerly to 
be perfectly republican. This very gentleman, our 
old Republican friend opposed a motion for introduc- 
ing into a bill of rights, an idea that the Military 
should be subordinate to the Civil power — His rea- 
son, as stated, was “ that it would make the •people 
insolent l ” This was in a committee of the H. of R. 
for reporting amendments to the Constitution. The 
subjects of Amendments is now under consideration 
of the same house — how they will terminate I cannot 
say — But my wishes are stronger than my expecta- 
tions — My respect for your opinion and recommenda- 
tions is so great, that if it had in any manner depended 
on me, not one of those you proposed for office would 
have failed. I never was, and probably never shall 
be, a Courtier. — The constitutional interference of 
the Senate in appointments, may possibly be of public 
service on some rare occasions — but ordinarily it 
seems to amount to nothing. The vast patronage 

1 Roger Sherman, of Connecticut. 
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of these U. S. is in one only. When wise and vir- 
tuous men possess it there can be no injury to the 
public, but other qualities may render the power 
dangerous to mankind. It has been labored here to 
increase the same power by giving to the P. the sole 
right of removing all officers at the pleasure, under 
a fancy that such was the fair construction of the 
Constitution. For what purpose is it said in the 
2? Sect, of a? Article “ He may require the opinion, 
in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the 
executive departments, upon any subject relating to 
the duties of their respective offices ” I ask again for 
what purposes can it be imagined, that the above power 
was given, if the same instrument designed that he 
should remove these Executive Officers at pleasure? 
— The absurdity seems to me to be too strong — 
The greater includes the less power, and therefore I 
am forced to conclude that it is an eroneous construc- 
tion of the constitution to suppose it gives the P. a 
right 1 of removal at pleasure — I could not learn 
where Mr Church lodged until Mr Gerry informed 
me a few days ago — I went immediately to his lodg- 
ing but he had set out on his return to Georgia. 

The office of Marshall will depend on the passage 
of the Judiciary bill which is yet not certain. The 
Nomination, as usual, will be with the president — If 
I can find an oportunity of serving Mr Keith, I will 
certainly not let it pass me. Such has been the ex- 
treme heat of the weather here, that business and weak 
health added thereto, I am only now, on the 15* of 
the month, finishing a letter begun on the 8* 

With my respects to Mr? Adams, I remain, as usual 
sincerely your friend. 

1 Substituted for power’ * erased. 
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TO CHARLES LEE 1 

New York Aug'. 28. 1789 

My Dear Sir, 

Mr Musket delivered me your letter of the i9‘- h in- 
stant, and with it £ 30. sent for me by M r Corbin 
Washington — this latter came timeously as the Scotch- 
men say — All else upon this subject I refer to your 
attentive consideration as stated in my letter to you by 
last post — M r Musket was totally disappointed in the 
views that brought him here and therefore he could 
not & did not pay me any money on Ludwell’s account, 
which you will please communicate to the latter — The 
Memorials concerning Potomac have been presented 
& referred to a Committee of the H. of R. I attended 
that Committee, and found the Chairman (a Gentleman 
from the Eastward) 2 to be sensible, liberal and accom- 
modating — He admitted the validity of the argument 
urged and agreed that a conformable report should be 
made — Last evening I waited on our Madison, but I 
found him more un practicable — he thought that you 
were all too hasty, that time would remove your objec- 
tions, and he had been informed from Gentlemen below 
who wished well to the revenues that the present mode 
would prevent much contraband between the neighbor- 
ing States & Virginia — I can judge from whom this 
information came, & so perhaps you may, by reason- 
ing from effects to causes — Kinsale and its friends — 
However, their objections were combatted by me, and 
I incline to think that he will, at least, not oppose our 
wishes — I confess to you, that I fear success in the 
Senate, even if the other House sent up a bill of relief — 

1 A. L. S. Massachusetts Historical Society, Washburn Collection, 
11. i. 4, p. 1 7. Addressed to him at Alexandria, Virginia. 

2 Benjamin Goodhue, of Massachusetts. See House Journals , 
August 22, 24, 26. 
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And I judge from what has happened there — We, as 
I have told them, are in a revenue delirium — Tis realy 
the fact, and consequent determinations are to be ex- 
pected — I shall do my best to procure the desired 
relief — The enclosed paper will shew you the amend- 
ments passed the H. of R. to the Constitution — 
They are short of some essentials, as Election inter- 
ference & Standing Army &c, yet I was surprised to 
find in the Senate that it was proposed we should 
postpone the consideration of Amendments until Ex- 
perience had shewn the necessity of any — As if ex- 
perience were now necessary to prove the propriety of 
those great principles of Civil liberty which the wisdom 
of Ages has found to be necessary barriers against the 
encroachments of power in the hand of frail Man ! 
My Colleague was sick & absent — The laboring oar 
was with me — A Majority of 2 thirds however agreed 
to take the Amendments under consideration next 
Monday — I hope that if we cannot gain the whole 
loaf, we shall at least have some bread — A bill of 
federal crime & punishments has passed the Senate. I 
think pretty high toned — And now the H. of R. are 
agitating the question about the place for the perma- 
nent Seat of Government: Intrigue is very busy — 
Potomac or Trenton is the question — -how it will issue 
is not easy to tell — but I have some suspicion that 
one or the other of the two great Towns of N. Y. or C. 
will so manage as to procure the final issue to be dif- 
ferent from what is right. A resolve has passed both 
houses to adjourn 22 d of September — Should it be so 
I shall be at Alex a early in Oct r and if you could so 
manage it that our dear Nancy could be at Chantilly 
whilst you were at Richm d it will be most grateful to 
her Mother and myself. 

I am yours dear Sir with much affection. 
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TO [FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE] 1 

New York, Sept. 13. 1789 

My dear brother. 

Your letter of the 8 th ult? has lain long unanswered 
because I have been absorbed about the Amendments 
to the Constitution. They have at length passed the 
Senate, with difficulty, after being much mutilated and 
enfeebled — It is too much the fashion now to look at 
the rights of the People, as a Miser inspects a Security, 
to find out a flaw — What with design in some, and 
fear of Anarchy in others, it is very clear, I think, that 
a government very different from a free one will take 
place eer many years are passed. It is very far from 
want of knowledge thatconfines our revenue to Impost — 
a little reflection will point you to other causes — 
The House of Rep. after much debate, have ordered in a 
Bill for fixing the permanent Seat of Government on 
the Susquehanna in Penn., and the temporary residence 
at this place. Evans after Nature, pointed out Poto- 
mac for the seat of Empire — But Evans & Nature 
are nothing to the purpose. N. H. to Penn, inclusive 
can & will give law. The Treasury system is finished 
& all new Officers appointed — every one of the old 
Commissioners^ are returned into private life — The 
Judiciary bill not yet through the H. of R. — I in- 
formed Ludwell of your desire that I should lay out 
the money formerly intended thro him, and he wrote 
me by the last post that Ml Watson would be here 
immediately and would bring the money for you — 
if he does I will lay it out in the best manner I can — 
Tea is now at 12/ this currency by the chest & 14/ 
in smaller quantities — Coffee at 1/9 this money by 
the quantity — There is plenty of Nankeen, Muslin — 

1 Transcript. Virginia Historical Society, Leffingwell Collection. 
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Oil, Anchovies, Raisins, Almonds &c &c but I have 
not yet enquired the prices of these. — 

The love of liberty has fled from hence to France, 
where, after some very strong convulsions at Paris & 
Versailles, the Third estate has gained a complete tri- 
umph over the Nobles & the Clergy — so that they 
are now going calmly on to establish a Constitution 
much like the English — The Military refused to fire 
upon the people when ordered to do so. A resolve to 
adjourn on the 22 d instant passed both Houses of our 
Congress some time ago but ’tis plain now that it was 
premature — I will probably be early in October — 
My love to Mrs. Lee & and the little girls — their 
father is much better — I think the Couched Eye will 
recover Vision. Mr A. Lee goes to Virg’a shortly. 

Most affectionately yours. 


TO PATRICK HENRY i 

New YoRK-Sep. 14* 1789. 

Dear Sir, 

I have written two letters to you since my receipt 
of yours dated March 23 d , both which I enclosed to our 
friend Mr. George Fleming, at Richmond, and he has 
informed me of their safe arrival, and that he had 
forwarded them to you. I have since waited to see 
the issue of the proposed amendments to the con- 
stitution, that I might give you the most exact accounts 
of that business. As they came from the house of 
Representatives, they were far short of the wishes of 
our convention, but as they are returned by the Senate 
they are certainly much weakened. You may be 

1 From the text printed, in William Wirt Henry, Patrick Henry, 
III. 399. A text with minor variations is in R. H. Lee, Memoir 
of Richard Henry Lee, II. 98. 
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assured that nothing on my part was left undone to 
prevent this, and every possible effort was used to give 
success to all the amendments proposed by our country. 
We might as well have attempted to move Mount 
Atlas upon our shoulders. In fact the idea of subse- 
quent amendments, was little better than putting one- 
self to death first, in expectation that the doctor, who 
wished our destruction, would afterwards restore us to 
life. I am grieved to see too many look at the rights 
of the people as a miser examines a security, to find a 
flaw in it. The great points of free election, jury trial 
in criminal cases, and the unlimited rights of taxation, 
and standing armies, remain as they were. The most 
essential danger from the present system arises, in my 
opinion, from its tendency to a consolidated govern- 
ment, instead of a union of Confederated States. The 
history of the world and reason concur in proving, 
that so extensive a territory as the United States com- 
prehend, never was, or can be, governed in freedom 
under the former idea; under the latter it is abun- 
dantly more practicable, because extended representation, 
knowledge of characters, and confidence in consequence, 
secure that good opinion of rulers, without which fear, 
the offspring of force, can alone answer ; for all free 
government resting on opinion, if that fails force must 
succeed ; hence standing armies and despotism follow. 
I take this reasoning to be irrefutable, and therefore it 
becomes the friends of liberty to guard with perfect 
vigilance every right that belongs to the states, and to 
protest against every invasion of them, taking care 
always to procure as many protesting states as possible ; 
this kind of vigilance will create caution, and establish 
such a mode of conduct as will create a system of prec- 
edent that will prevent a consolidating effect from 
taking place by slow but sure degrees. A sufficient 
number of legislatures cannot be got at present to 
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agree in demanding a convention, but I shall be 
very much mistaken indeed, if ere long a great 
sufficiency will not concur in this measure. The pre- 
amble to the amendments is really curious. A careless 
reader would be apt to suppose that the amendments 
desired by the states had been graciously granted, but 
when the thing done is compared with that desired, 
nothing can be more unlike. Some valuable rights 
are indeed declared, but the power to violate them to 
all intents and purposes remains unchanged. 

The southern Indians having repeatedly declared 
the little confidence they had in the justice of the 
bordering states, it was thought that sending com- 
missioners from hence to treat with them who were 
totally unconnected with the parties and their disputes, 
would be the most likely way to gain the Indian con- 
fidence, and thereby obtain a secure and lasting peace. 
Upon this idea three gentlemen have been sent' from 
hence to treat with the Creeks, when probably some 
measures may be taken with the Cherokees also. In 
this mode of doing business there was no opportunity 
for suggesting General Martin ; and those gentlemen 
who have gone, are only appointed pro hac vice , and 
return here when they have done the business. It 
is probable that this treaty will end in a large cession 
of territory to Georgia which may cause a cession of 
some part to the U nited States ; in either case those 
who choose may have an opportunity of obtaining 
grants in that country, said to be a very fine one. As 
the laws that have passed Congress this session will all 
be sent to Richmond, where I am happy to hear you 
will be in the Assembly, it is unnecessary for me to 
say anything of them in this letter, already I fear too 
long. It is now proposed to adjourn on the 22d inst. 
But I think it will be the first of October, before this 
result takes place. I am sure that nothing I write 
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politically to you, will be improperly communicated. 
I am with most cordial esteem and regard, dear sir, 
your most obedient and very humble servant, 

P. Henry Esq., 

Virginia 


TO PATRICK HENRY i 

N. York, September 27, 1789. 

Dear Sir, 

Yesterday's post brought me your favor of Augt. the 
28 th , andalso the general letter to the representation ofV% 
concerning the P. E. Academy. As Congress adjourns 
the day after tomorrow, when we shall return to Virginia, 
it will not be much in our power before the next meet- 
ing, to attend to that business as we wish to do ; how- 
ever, what can be done shall be done. The letter you 
state to have been written previous to this upon the 
subject of the academy has not come to hand. We 
propose to advertise in the most read Gazette , that 
such a character is wanted, stating the terms generally, 
and to propose that the person willing to accept the 
trust either go to the Trustees, or by letter to settle 
the point with them as far as can be done in that man- 
ner. I fear that such a person as would be agreeable 
is not easy to be found disengaged, and at all events 
that he will expect a very considerable salary, since very 
large salarys are given in these parts on such occasions. 
My third letter to you on the 14 th inst will satisfy you 
how little is to be expected from Congress, that shall be 
in any ways satisfactory on the subject of amendments. 
Your observation is perfectly just, that right without 
power to protect it, is of little avail. Yet small as it is, 

1 From the text printed in William Wirt Henry, Patrick Henry, III. 
402. 
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how wonderfully scrupulous have they been in stating 
rights ? The english language has been carefully culled 
to find words feeble in their nature or doubtful in their 
meaning. The power ofdisplacing officers was contested 
with a zeal and constancy that the nature of it deserved. 
In the Senate we were divided, so that the Y. P. de- 
termined the question, as you will see in the Journal. 
This is one of the ill consequences derived from giving 
a person the right of voting in the Senate who is not a 
member of it, and who has so probable a prospect, as 
he may think, of coming to the possession of that power 
which he agrees to magnify ! The contenders for this 
measure insisted that the Constitution gave the power, 
this was at once to make it both absurd and arbitrary, 
because it expressly gives the P. a right to call upon 
the officers for information in writing concerning their 
departments — how ridiculous this, if it intended him 
the power to remove them from office at pleasure ? 
What ! vest a right to give political death, and say 
that the person so vested may demand a paper 
from him over whom he can exercise destruction. 
The next attempt, and which will probably succeed, is 
to send forth all process in the name of the P. instead 
of the U. S. only. Here is another absurdity. In 
England, they say the King can do no wrong. But 
here the P. may be impeached. There, process in the 
name of the culprit is not to issue for bringing witnesses 
to try him at the bar where he is put upon his defense, 
but here it may. But where consolidation is the plan, 
the state’s authority must be kept out of view as 
much as possible, and the head of the empire shewn as 
much as may be. These things demonstrate the vigil- 
ance necessary to guard against encroachments as was 
suggested in my last letter. The appointments to of- 
fices in the great and influential departments are pretty 
universally among the most zealous federalists, the 
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salaries are vast and the state departments and supports 
weakened by the drafts in this way made from them. 
Consolidation must therefore inevitably take place in 
process of time, without great care and much wisdom on 
the part of the states. The cause of public liberty and 
the success and strength of the Union depending essen- 
tially, in my opinion, upon the system of confederated 
republics, every wise and proper measure should be in- 
variably pursued by the friends of freedom, both in the 
state and federal governments, to secure from invasion 
the just rights of the former. Let us take counsel from 
what we see, and fill our state offices with men of known 
attachments to radical amendments, and whose firmness 
and abilities may serve as a counterpoise to any attempts 
that may be made against statistical rights. Upon this 
principle, which appears to me to be not only wise but 
necessary, I recommend my brother A. Lee, Esq. to 
your friendship. He is devoted to liberty, and has 
greatly suffered in its cause. He has been thoroughly 
bred to law, he has taken the Barrister’s Gown, and 
has plead with applause at the English Bar, before 
he quitted it to serve his country as a foreign minister 
of the U. States. He has been deeply versed in 
politics, and intimately knows those of America. I 
refer you to him for a more lengthened detail of poli- 
tics and opinions here than it is convenient for me 
to write. If his opposition to the constitution should 
have been a cause for rejecting his abilities and long 
public services from this system, it seems to be a 
powerful reason for admitting him into the service of 
the State, where I believe he will be eminently useful. 
By an address, received two days ago from the As- 
sembly of R. Island (copy of which I will send you 
by my brother) to the federal government, it appears 
to me as if they intended to keep out of the Union un- 
til effectual amendments were made. We ought in 
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common prudence to have done the same. Does 
N. C. design to act in the same manner ? 

I am, dear sir, with the most affectionate esteem, 
Your friend & servant. 

To Patrick Henry Esq. 

P.S. — I refer you to my last letter for further obser- 
vation on Gen 1 Martin. You will see by that how the 
manner of treating with the Indians necessarily prevented 
his appointment, if other difficulties had been removed. 
But at present no such office as a standing Indian agent 
is appointed. The government of the Western Terri- 
tory is charged with such affairs. 


[UNITED STATES SENATORS FROM VIRGINIA] TO 
THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
OF VIRGINIA i 

RICHARD HENRY LEE 
W™ GRAYSON 

New York Sept r .? 28: 1789 

Sir / 

We have now the honor of enclosing the proposition 
of Amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States that has been finally agreed upon by Congress. 
We can assure you Sir that nothing on our part has 
been omitted to procure the success of those Radical 
Amendments proposed by the Convention and ap- 
proved by the Legislature of our Country, which as 
our Constituent we shall always deem our duty with 
respect and reverence to obey. The Journal of the 
Senate herewith transmitted will at once shew how 
exact and how unfortunate we have been in this busi- 

1 Copy. Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, LXXIV, 
147. A text with variations and an omission is printed in R. H. Lee, 
Memoir of Richard Henry Lee, II. 99. 
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ness. It is impossible for us not to see the necessary- 
tendency to consolidated Empire in the natural opera- 
tion of the Constitution if no further Amended than 
now proposed. And it is equally impossible for us 
not to be apprehensive for Civil Liberty when we know 
no instance in the Records of history that shew a 
people ruled in freedom when subject to an undivided 
Government and inhabiting a Territory so extensive 
as that of the United States, and when, as it seems to 
us, the nature of Men and things Join to prevent it — 
The impracticability in such case of carrying repre- 
sentation sufficiently near to the people for procuring 
their confidence and consequent obedience compels a 
resort to fear resulting from great force and excessive 
power in Government. Confederated Republics when 
the federal hand is not possessed of absorbing power 
may permit the existance of freedom whilst it preserves 
Union, Strength, and Safety ; such amendments there- 
fore as may secure against the annihilation of the State 
Governments we devoutly wish to see adopted — 

If a persevering application to Congress from the 
States that have desired such Amendments should fail 
of its Objects we are disposed to think, reasoning from 
Causes to effects, that unless a dangerous Apathy 
should invade the public mind it will not be many 
years before a Constitutional number of Legislatures 
will be found to demand a Convention for the pur- 
pose — 

We’ve sent a complete set of the Journals of each 
house of Congress and thro’ the appointed Channel 
will be transmitted the Acts that have passed this Ses- 
sion. In these will be seen the extent and nature of 
the Judiciary the estimated expences of the Govern- 
ment and the means so far adopted for defraying the 
latter — 

We beg Sir to be presented with all duty to the 
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house of Representatives and to assure you that we are 
with every sentiment of respect and esteem Sir Your 
Most Obedient and very humble Servants. 

The complete set of Journals 
is ordered to be sent to each 
State by the respective Clerks 
with the Laws. They are not 
now ready . . } 

Hon bl * The Speaker of the House 
of Representatives Virginia. 


TO THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN 2 

New-York April 26- 1790 

My dear Nephew, 

I found on my arrival here how impossible it is for 
you to resist the most powerful attraction with which 
you are drawn to Chestnut Street — for I think that 
nothing short of that could have carried you so pre- 
cipitately from New York — The numerous beauties, 
the many friends, the gaities & amusements of the Me- 
tropolis have no charms for you. — The enclosed letter 
I found in a packet directed to me, and now forward 
them by post — The Philippic of Burke I have ven- 
tured to keep for the amusement of some friends 
here, after which it shall be safely returned to you. 

My love to all with you, and be assured of the 
friendship of your affectionate Uncle. 

1 This paragraph is omitted from the text printed in R. H. Lee, 
Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , II. 99. 

2 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. Addressed to him at Doctor 
Shippens Junf in/Fourth Street — Philadelphia,’ ’ and franked by Lee. 
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TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN]i 

N. York. May 8. 1790 

My dear Nephew. 

I have had a most dangerous attack of the Influenza 
in my Lungs & Head which has nearly destroyed 
me — I am much recovered, begin to ride out, but yet 
very unwell — However I must write to request that 
you will forward (nicely packt up) by the Bearer Ml G. 
O. Graham, the Son of a friend of mine, returning to 
Virginia from College — The Bracelets of our Cousin 
Lucinda — He will Carry & deliver them safely to my 
Son at Dumfries — The follow? business, tho small, 
has given me great trouble ; but it seems now near a 
Close which your goodness may possibly put to it — 
In the year 1785 I had occasion to remit a small 
Sum to Bordeaux, and obtained a Bill from Ml 
Edw d Digges for ^61.14.5 Sterl? drawn by him as 
heir & Executor of his brother on Ml Waterman of 
Lond 1 . 1 who owed his deceased brother that Sum — 
This bill I remitted the first and Second, of the 
same Tenor & kept the 3? — In the fall I was in- 
formed that Waterman had noted the Bill for protest, 
because, as he informed me, Ml Digges had drawn 
for ^i.xo.8 More than was due his brother, and 
because he wanted Legal Certificates that Ml Digges 
was heir & Executor of his brother — Under which 
alterations he wrote me that he would pay the money — 
Unwilling to delay the end for which the money was 
remitted to France, and knowing that I should run no 
risk by getting & sending a rectified Set as the first 
were endorsed by me -payable for my use , they could 
not be negotiated but must be returned to me in whom 
the property rested, in case of protest — Having also 

X A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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a good opinion of M? Bondfield, to whom I had writ- 
ten to return me the protest of the first immediately 
and expect a Rectified draft for the same property in 
My Watermans hands by first opportunity. I accord- 
ingly applied to NR Digges, shewd him Waterman’s 
objections — And he without hesitation gave me a 
Rectified bill for ^60.3.9 Sterling and procured the 
legal documents desired by NR Waterman which were 
remitted with the first bill of this rectified Set — The 
Second bill of the same set went by next Packet — 
Unfortunately the Packet that sailed from hence with 
the documents and the first bill of the rectified set was 
lost, and the 2 * bill of same set arrived, was presented 
& protested, we suppose for want of the documents. 
My Bondfield, urged by some necessity or other con- 
trived to Negotiate one or both of these bills and never 
returned them to me — My Cornelius Stephenson & 
C? of your City wrote me that he had a Bill drawn by 
Digges & endorsed by me protested, the same having 
been sent him by a Monsy Texier to collect & desir- 
ing that I as endorser would pay it — I immediately 
replied to My Corn. Stephenson, enclosed him copies 
of my Correspondence on the Subject & referd him 
to the endorsation which rendered the Bill not Nego- 
tiable but kept the property in me should a protest 
happen — this was in the Fall of 1786 & I heard 
no more from My Stephenson until I arrived here in 
Congress Summer of 1787, when a My Governeur 
Merchy here came to me with an Order from My 
Stephenson for the money — this surprised me — I 
shewed My Governeur all my correspondencies on the 
Subject — He expressed his surprise said My Bond- 
field had acted ill, & that certainly the bill was not 
negotiable, but my property — And so he said he 
would write My Stephenson & return him the Bill — 
So the Money remained & yet does remain lockt up 
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in Watermans hands, for M' Digges wont give, nor 
will I ask him for a third draft for the same money in 
fact — when there has been such foul play somewhere 
with his two first Setts — Having represented this fre- 
quently to Bondfield & that M? Digges could not be 
compelled to pay this money until the Protests were 
returned to me, who was the only person that could 
negotiate the business with him — At length Bondfield 
informed me that he had paid the money in Phil? to 
M? Stephenson & that the protests would be sent me. 
They were not however, & as I passed thro about 13 
months ago I called on M? Stephenson & he said he 
had been paid — directed me where to apply — I went & 
got the protest of the Second draft for £60. 3. 9 but the 
protest of the first for £61. 14. 5 was still kept back — 
I was not at the Mark yet, for M? Digges would not 
on the receipt of one of the protests give a draft or pay 
the money when in fact they had amongst them a Second 
protest for the same property in fact, but differing in the 
Sum ^x. 10. 8 which might countenance the idea of their 
being different bills for different remittances which 
you have clearly seen was not the fact. I repeated this 
statement again to M? Bondfield last Fall from here, 
and since my return here this Spring I have received the 
enclosed from M? Bondfield by which it appears that 
M? Stephenson has had both the protests tho but one 
has been delivered to me — Now my dear Sir I wish 
you to apply to M? Stephenson for the other protest 
& enclose it with M? Bondfields letter now sent — It 
is in vain for them to keep this protest — the bill is 
mine by the endorsement & no person but myself can 
make a settlement with M r Digges for it — So that 
the money can never be sent on until this Protest is 
put into my hands when M? Digges will pay the prin- 
cipal immediately as he has frequently told me — If 
they sh? ask for a Receipt from you it will be neces- 
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sary to be cautious in the one you give — r Some how 
this way let it be — Received for R. H. Lee from 

a protested bill of exchange for £ drawn 

in Virg the — day of — 1785 by on in 

London payable to said Lee and being by him endorsed 
payable for his own use, the property of said Bill re- 
maining in said Lee the said protest has therefore 
been returned to him — I have been so extremely ill- 
treated, and so foolishly too for themselves, by some 
hands through which this bill has passed — that I have 
been advised to sue the holderup of the Bill with! de- 
lay for his unjust detention of it — I hope to hear 
from you soon on this business — ’tis not much altho 
a strange misconduct has rendered a lengthy detail 
necessary for explanation — I immediately sent by Ser- 
vant with your Sisters letter who delivered it with a 
note of mine to My John Livingston requesting his 
care of it. 

I am quite tired so that I must now, for this time 
bid you farewell, requesting my love where it is due. 

Your affectionate Uncle & friend. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] 1 

My dear Cousin. New York “ '+ May l ™° 

It will be a fortnight tomorrow since I have been al- 
most wholly confined to my Room with a severe stroke 
of the Influenza that had nearly dispatched me to that 
Country from whose Bourne no Traveller returns — I 
thank God that my present state of health, tho feeble, 
is yet such as promises to be good in a reasonable Time 
with proper care — I hope you have long since received 
my letter by young Graham, & that he has safely car- 
ried on the Bracelets. 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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You will. have the goodness to inform me of this & 
of my other commissions to you — Is the “ Widow 
of Malabar” realy a thing of genius & entertainment? 
or does your Theatre, in a spirit of Politeness state it 
so ? I rely on your judgement as a Critic Sound, if 
not Severe — When I propose you to get it for me & 
if you will stake your taste upon it — The enclosed 
supposed you might be here — The plaguey Influenza 
Cough sticks faster than a blister, for the latter has 
quitted me but the former yet distresses — Is your 
whole Soul absorbed — Absolutely engrossed, so that 
you cannot write but of Love, & to your Love — Love 
does not forbid friendship from sliding in for a Mo- 
ment or so — U nder this idea I may hope an answer — 
My best affections where you know they are due I 
pray you to present — 

Sincerely yours. 

TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] i 

N. York May 15. 1790 

My dear Nephew 

I must begin by assuring you that I am yet much 
too unwell to write with any ease to myself — but hav- 
ing this day received your favor of the 4 th Ins 1 . I con- 
ceive myself bound to make an apology for entertaining 
a doubt that you could for a moment cease to feel the 
obligations of friendship. I shall expect the protest 
from Stephenson, and hope soon to hear from you that 
Graham has carried on the bracelets — 

The Anvil &c stands right, but I think the Iron 
Monger who furnishes the Bar Iron should be expostu- 
lated with for demanding more of me because I prefer 
laying out my money in Philf than I can here get the 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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very best Swedish bar Iron & even the best Pennsylv? 
Iron. I hope therefore that he will think no more of 
asking an advance because I take only a quarter of a 
Ton. Should he agree, and the Vessel going to carry 
my brothers Plaster of Paris will agree to land my few 
bars & Nail Rods at my plantation at Hallows’s Marsh 
just after he passes the Mouth of Nomony on the 
South Shore opposite Blackstones Island, Where my 
Overseer M 5 Moxley will receive it & give him a Re- 
ceipt — In such case Ship it by that Vessel, or else let 
it remain a little longer — Take the Captains bill of 
Loading for the things he takes on my account — N. 
York is at present a perfect Hospital — few are well & 
many very sick — Among the latter is unfortunately 
placed our most worthy P. of the U. S — 

You know how strong my private predilections are 
for P. You know how very sincerely I love many there 
& at German-Town — Therefore you may well sup- 
pose that the cause must be very potent that will with- 
hold my voice from what will promote 1 her prosperity — 
My love to our Common friends 
Your affectionate Uncle. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] 2 

N.York May 18- 1790 

My dear Cousin, 

This days post brought me your favor of the 14- 
instant with the protest enclosed, for which I must not 
delay to thank you, altho I assure you that in my pres- 
ent state of weakness it is very painful for me to write — 
Respecting the removal of Congress I beg leave to re- 
fer you to my letter sent, I think, by last Mondays 

1 Substituted for an illegible word erased. 

2 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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post — As I am informed by some of the Physicians 
who attended the President, he has been dangerously 
ill, but since last Saturday his disorder has fortunately 
taken so favorable a turn, that his recovery is not now 
doubted — You do not mention Mr Graham, or whether 
he carried on with him My Cousin Lucindas bracelets — 
In my last I have written concerning my 1/4 Ton of 
Iron & the Nail Rods — My love where you know it 
is due & where it is certainly placed — 

I am my dear Nephew 
Your affectionate Uncle & friend. 

M' Jefferson has rec? your compliments — he too has 
been extremely ill, but is now well enough to ride 
out. — 


TO [ARTHUR LEE] 1 

N. York May 19. 1790 

My dear brother, 

Since my arrival here I have written to you twice 
and have received as many letters from you — I think 
you mention to have written one letter that I have not 
received, to wit, in answer to mine of the 18 th . Your 
letters to Mf Dorchmer & Mr. Hammond have been 
delivered, and I wish they may have the proposed effect. 
But your commissions of Gallantry have not yet been 
executed, and perhaps never may, at least in the pre- 
cise way that you mention. Having been brought 
nearly to my Grave by a severe illness, I feel very little 
disposed to Gallantry — I do most perfectly agree 
with you, that Men (not Government) are wanted — 
I have long thought so, but now I know it — This 
goes by a young Gentleman and you know how care- 
less, now a days, such are. So that for politics I must 

1 A. L. S. University of Virginia, Lee Papers, No. 174. 
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refer you to the enclosed papers — I hope to hear from 
you frequently & I will endeavor to be equally com- 
municative — 

Your affectionate brother. 

Turn over 

If you had not learnt every body as well as you 
have, I would say, are you not Astonished to be in- 
formed that the Marked Resolutions in the daily 
Advertiser of the 1 8- instant should be so opposed as 
probably to frustrate them altho tis certain a parcel of 
Scoundrel Speculators went directly after the appropri- 
ation of last September & cheated the Soldiers out of 
27,000 dollars for less than a penny in the pound — 
And tho the Money is yet in the pub. Treasury — & 
these resolves only calculated to prevent the fraud from 
being carried into effect. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] 1 

New York May 23? 1790 

I am very thankful to my dear Nephew for his favor 
of the 20- instant. The enclosed shall be sent by to- 
morrows post to Ludwell. I went yester-Evening to 
the Presidents and was introduced to his Chamber (the 
first it seems, since his illness, except his Physicians & 
his family) I found him sitting in his easy Chair, where 
he had been greatest part of the day — his countenance 
expressed a clearness that shewd the Morbid matter 
which occasioned his malady had been well removed — 
He has had no return of fever since the first left him 
which is now 8 or more days, and on Monday he 
hopes to ride out in his Carriage — So you see that all 
danger of relapse seems now removed — Now for 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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Phil? Many circumstances have concurred to render it 
probable that our Adjournment will be to meet at Phil- 
adelphia — I shall certainly Vote for it, and so I think 
will my Colleague — I believe there is a majority in 

5 e and I am told that no doubt remains of the 

other H e — However, as intrigue may defeat 

the most probable prospects, it is prudent not so to 
speak of this matter as that the account may come from 
here — Success will be more sure by the proposition 
coming on with! previous room for Cabal, and the 
thing be yet very fair as both Houses will be full 
from this time. You will find that Mf The. Randolph, 
late from hence for Virginia, had engaged to carry on 
Miss Lee’s bracelets in case Graham got them not — Be 
so kind as inform me if M? Randolph gets them, and 
of the whole Cost — I take it for granted that my Iron 

6 Nail Rods will go as mentioned in my last and as 
you reply they will. The Captains bill of Loading 
will be very requisite for me. My love where you 
know it is due. 

I am very truly your affectionate 
Uncle & friend. 


TO [CHARLES LEE] i 

New York May the 23? 1790. 

My dear Sir, 

I have omitted writing to you being uncertain where 
you were, and therefore waited your return to Alex* I 
now congratulate you on the birth of your daughter, 
and the prosperous state of both Mother & child. 
Molly writes me that the Child is very pretty. Our 
President is so well recovered from a dangerous illness 

'A. L. S. Lenox Library, Emmet Collection, 1342. 

518 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 


as that he proposes tomorrow to ride out if the day is 
good. We have had a most Morbid season in this 
City, and it still continues — many have fallen sacrifices 
& myself had nearly gone to visit my fathers. I 
thank God that my health & strength are greatly re- 
stored. I hope that my Bale & paper parcel by the 
Rachel, CapJ Blakeney, are by this time safely at 
Chantilly. When I was here in the year 1787 I de- 
sired M? Greenleaf the Printer of the N. York Journal 
to send Me his Newspaper — he says he has regu- 
larly done so ever since, & to your care as desired — 
He has accordingly charged me with 3 years Gazettes — 
I told him that I had not received them, nor did I 
believe that you had — He still insisted on having 
sent them, but said that on writing to you, if you 
replied to me that they had not come to you, he 
would give it up — ’Tis certainly hard on him, if he 
sent them ; and certainly hard on me who got them 
not, to pay for them — However, if you have received 
them I will pay for them with great pleasure. Let 
me know, if you please, how this is ? Has Coffee yet 
fallen to 1!/ & have you purchased for us both as pro- 
posed? The India Ships begin to arrive — one is 
already here & three more expected at this port within 
the Month — The Secretary of the Treasury tells me 
that he has written a Circular Letter stating that when 
Vessels go from one district to another in the Same 
State and call or come to a part of the District where 
no Collector or N. officer resides , that they are at 
liberty to land goods without going to the Office for a 
permit — This you know was ever my opinion — But 
now, I suppose. Vessels going up & down Potomac 
from one district to another will be in no difficulty 
about landing our Things at Nomony, with? going to 
Yeocomico for permit — 

As you will probably hear frequently from Chantilly, 
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I shall thank you for dropping me a line of information 
now & then how they all are there — 

I am very sincerely your most affectionate friend. 

P.S. Where is your brother Harry, & how does 
his M“ Lee — I want to write to him, but have under- 
stood that he was at some Springs in the Western 
Country. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] * 

New York June the 15? 1790 

My dear Nephew 

Your letter of the 28 of May found me in great 
grief, it having arrived about two hours after the death 
of our much valued friend Col? Bland, who departed 
this life this forenoon after a painful illness of 1 1 days — 
It must be so — “ Good dyes immature and at its death 
bequeathing endless pain” — Altho I thought our 
prospects of meeting at Phil? the next Session were well 
founded, experience hath so far proved that I was mis- 
taken — To some of your friends I gave it as my opin- 
ion, that to prevent the success of intrigue, it would be 
better not to bring forward the motion until the time 
of adjourning was come; they thought otherwise, and on 
the motion being made in Senate, you lost it by a ma- 
jority of two — For Phil? were N. H. half of Jersey M? 

P n 2 being against — Pensylv*, Delaware, MaryP 

and Virginia — Against you, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, N.Y — half Jersey — N. E. S. C. & Georgia — 
A bill was then proposed for fixing both temporary & 
Permanent Seats — but in the meantime the House of 
Representatives passed a Resolve with a Majority of 
16 to meet at Phil? the next Session — Their resolves 
& our Bill are both now before the Senate — No man 

l A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 

520 


2 Paterson. 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 


who has sense enough to ballance a straw sees not that 
the effect of the Bill will operate solely to the purpose 
of keeping Congress here, where now that Rhode Isl- 
and has acceded to the Constitution, it will probably 
remain for 40 years to come. Those, who thro mo- 
tives of ambition & choose to hazard everything, will 
I suppose continue to come here, and for me they are 
welcome to do so. Had our poor friend Bland been well 
the whole Representation of Virg a , in both houses, would 
have been for Phil a — All but him so voted, & he 
poor Man was ill in bed-— I spoke to M? Staats Morris as 
you desired — He said that he had received your letter 
& that he had answered it — He is now gone to South 
Carolina having sailed for Charles Town a week ago — 
I will write to you shortly about our friend A. L. and 
in the meantime I will thank you for your attention to 
the bracelets, and the Iron. To all our friends both at 
Phil? & Germantown I send my love — 

I am with the truest affection, your friend & Uncle. 

P.S. 

Let me know quickly if you receive this letter & 
when — for as Heaven & Hell are now moved to keep 
us here, & my sentiments are well known, Curiosity 
may be prompted to know what I write to you on the 
subject — 

This letter will go from hence tomorrow morning 
the 2? June — 

TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] 1 

N. York June 5. 1790 

My dear Nephew, 

I am this moment favored with yours of the 3? in- 
stant for which I thank you — The business of the 
1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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Seat remains much as when I wrote you last — Your 
friends did on Wednesday the 3? oppose the Committ- 
ment of the Bill for fixing the Perm? & Tempore Seat 
of Goverm' to a private Comittee, because it would 
produce delay, & because the subject was of a Nature 
fit only to be discussed in a Comittee of the whole Senate 
where it must go at last — The Members for & against 
Phil? were then tried, & the Senate divided 1 1 for & 1 2 
agst the Commitment M? Patterson voting with us 1 — 
The Vice P. sent it to a private Committee where it 
has remained ever since. What was apprehended is 
verified and delay alone is the consequence — 3 Mem- 
bers of the Committee being agst you — M? Henry & 
myself are overruled in every proposition for report- 
ing — Thus we shall probably remain until the Rhode 
Island Senators arrive & then the business will no 
dou[b]t be pushed, and end as you may judge. I fear 

you have little to expect from N- C or from G a 

My family at Chantilly, & that of Stratford have 
been severely visited with the Measles — they are, I 
thank Good all recovered, or in a good way. Give 
my love where you know I place it. 

Your affectionate Uncle. 


TO PATRICK HENRY 2 

New York, June 10 th , 1790. 

Dear Sir, 

My ill state of health, the inclemency of the season 
appointed for the meeting of Congress, which in this 
place is most severely felt by all, and absolutely de- 

1 The words <e Mr. Patterson voting with us * ? are inserted above 
the line. 

2 From the text printed in William Wirt Henry, Patrick Henry, 
III. 421. A text with variations is printed in R. H. Lee, Memoir 
of Pickard Henry Lee , L 80. 
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structive to valitudinary people, prevented me from 
reaching Congress, before the 20 th of April. Previous 
to my coming, the cession of North Carolina had been 
received, and legalized by both houses; and a tempo- 
rary government there, similar to that west of Ohio, 
established. This system included the appointment 
of a governor of that district, who by the same system 
is also Indian agent, and authorized to transact all 
affairs with the Indians, in a more extensive and abso- 
lute manner than such agents have been heretofore 
authorized to do. This then being an office of great 
consideration and importance, you may easily see that 
it would be earnestly sought after^ and attainable only 
by great interest, and particularly such, as was supported 
by persons in office here from that state, which had 
made the cession, as well as by those from Georgia, 

who were hostile to General M n. On my 

arrival here, and finding your two letters, that had 
been here some time before, I immediately caused 

Governor Martins to be P d ; the event has been, 

as apprehended, that your friend would fail, for Mr. 
William Blunt, of North Carolina, (heretofore in Con- 
gress, from that state,) has been appointed governor 
of the ceded territory, and, as I have observed above, 
that appointment includes the Indian agency; thus 
this business has terminated. I should have given 
you this information sooner, but quickly after my 
arrival here, I was, with many others, taken extremely 
ill, so that my life was long in danger, and I was con- 
fined for near a month. The effects of this malady 
are still upon me, and my weakness so considerable, 
as to render writing painful to me. With my letters, 
I found one from you to Colonel Grayson, which I 
secured, and now return to you, presuming, that you 
design it only for the inspection of the friend to whom 
it was addressed. It is impossible, for me to describe 
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the scene here, and shall I content myself with saying, 
that every thing met with in my former life is mere 
trifling, compared with this, and you know that I have 
been in very stormy legislative scenes. The active 
and persevering efforts of those who have engrossed 
the public securities for little or nothing, not content 
with that advantage, must have six per cent forever, 
on the full nominal value of their possessions ; so that 
a vast monied interest is to be created, that will for- 
ever be warring against the landed interest, to the 
destruction of the latter; and this evil, great as it 
would be, by funding the debts of the United States 
only, is to be increased ten fold, by the assumption of 
the state debts. By this plan the monied and the 
political speculator, will both be gratified ; the former, 
by the way I have already stated, and the latter, by 
possessing the general government, with the sole 
cause, and consequently, with the whole power of 
taxation, and so converting the state legislatures into 
mere corporations. That this will be the consequence 
of funding the continental and state debts, amounting 
to about eighty millions of specie dollars, there can be 
no difficulty in foreseeing. There appears to be no 
prospect of further amendments to the constitution, 
this session, and I own, ’tis my wish, that the amend- 
ments generally, as proposed at the last session, had 
been adopted by our legislature ; for although there is 
much force in your observations, upon that subject, yet 
when I consider one great object of declarations beyond 
which government may not go, to wit: that they incul- 
cate upon the minds of the people, just ideas of their 
rights, it will always be hazardous for rulers, however 
possessed of means, to undertake a violation of what 
is generally known to be right, and to be encroach- 
ments on the rights of the community ; besides that by 
getting as much as we can at different times, we may 
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at last come to obtain the greatest parts of our wishes. 
It would probably contribute as much to this end, if at 
the ensuing election of representatives, instructions 
were given by the people of those districts that send 
influential members here, to exert themselves to pro- 
cure such additional amendments as have not yet been 
made. Such bad use has so often been made of my 
letters, that I am sure, the bare hint of this, is sufficient 
to secure your remembrance, that when I write to you, 
’tis always in confidence. I shall be at all times happy 
to hear from you, being very sincerely, dear sir, 

Your affectionate friend and ob’t serv’t. 

Patrick Henry, Esq. 

Virginia. 


TO [ARTHUR LEE] i 

New York June io, 1790 

My dear Brother, 

By the time this letter reaches Alexandria I hope 
you will have returned there with the satisfaction of 
having left our friends in Westmoreland all in a fair 
way of recovery — I am very thankful for your letter 
from Stratford which is much more circumstantial 
and satisfactory than I am used to receive from 
Virginia — But I do, and shall continue to feel much 
uneasiness for my daughter Nancy whose situation, 
from your state of it, is by no means a favorable one 
for her — The Measles taking her with a fever and 
sore Breast already upon her, may endanger her 
greatly. — Relieve me from my anxiety on her ac- 
count as soon as you can — The letter you mentioned 
to have written declaring yourself and desiring I would 
write to Pickett & others I have not received — I 

1 A. L. S. University of Virginia, Lee Papers, No. 200. 
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got one from you desiring me to inform our cousin 
R. B. Lee that he had declared you prematurely 
(which he denies having done) but in that you seem 
not fixt about standing yourself — However I will 
write to Col Picket shortly — Since my illness, a 
feebleness is left behind that renders writing hurtful 
to me. The President has certainly been dangerously 
ill, but he is fortunately recovered so well as to attend 
to business, and has been for three or four days past 
at the Hook for benefit of the Sea Air & amuse- 
ment — This place however, seems not favorable to his 
health any more than it is to most of the Southern 
members of Congress — Yet we have been defeated 
after a strong attempt to remove from hence — 1 6 
majority for it in the H of R. & in the Senate ia 1 for & 
13 against — The assumption has been frequently 
rejected in the other House, yet it is to be again 
pushed — The funding Bill is with us which proposes 
to fund the old Continen! money at 75 for one — Tis 
probable that we shall make it an hundred for one — 
And instead of Land and the various alternatives for 
paying the debts of the U. S — it seems probable that 
all will be refused but the simple plan of paying 
with money the interest at 4 pf Cent & part of the 
principle ; leaving the Land to be sold by Land Office 
and the money applied to the debt — You will see 
that our old friend S. Adams still retains his attach- 
ment to the State Governments by his speech in one 
of the inclosed papers — Have this repub [fished] 2 in 
the Alexandria paper, & get Ludwell to send it to 
Davis in Richmond to publish it in his paper — We 
have no news here — the Packet brought none, but a 
probability of the war continuing in the N. of Europe — 
• Your affectionate brother. 

l An attempt to erase this for “ n 99 is indicated. 

* Damaged. 
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My love to all my friends with you — Please look to 
Cassius now & then and urge his attention — 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] i 

New York June 13. 1790 

My dear Nephew, 

I have received your letter of the 10 th with a letter 
enclosed for Count Andreani — I have been twice to 
search for him in vain — Being as you state him an 
Agreable, he is so sought after that there is no finding 
him — I have been obliged to leave your letter for 
him, with my compliments, in the hands of M' Mad- 
dison who lodges in the same House — We have 
tried every method without effect, for holding Con- 
gress at Phil? next Session — It turned out as I 
feared — And now, after trying your place again, it 
failed in the H. of R. and they have sent up a Resolve 
for meeting next at Baltimore — what will be the suc- 
cess of this, I am sure I cannot tell — But I am sure 
that I heartily wish to get from hence — Be so good as 
to let me know the cost of my Cousin Lucindas brace- 
lets that I may settle that account — I see by the papers 
that Cap! Elmer is returned to Phil? so that I hope he 
will shortly now carry my -J- Ton of Bar Iron with the 
Nail Rods — 

I hope however that he will land them as he goes 
up & if not as he goes up, that he will do so as he 
returns down the River from Alexandria which sure 
he may do with perfect safety & propriety — My love 
where it is due — 

Sincerely and affectionately yours. 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. A text with minor variations is 
printed in the Richmond Standard of December 6, 1879. 
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TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] » 

New York June 17* 1790 

My dear Cousin, 

I find by your last that you had not received my 
last, when yours was written — In mine I had given 
you a precise statement of the business relative to the 
Seat of Government — It is an affair in which I have 
been so much agitated & so often disappointed by the 
very extraordinary detours of the friends to this place, 
that the very thought of it realy sickens me, and I 
now write on the subject merely to oblige you — And 
now I can only say that my best belief is, that we 
shall be chained here for a great length of time — The 
present question is, whether we shall adjourn to Balti- 
more — but this, like the rest, will, I think terminate 
in staying here, which God in his infinite mercy for- 
bid — Give my love to my much esteemed friend your 
father and say that I have presented his order to Mf 
Wincoob 2 who promises to consider of it & thinks he 
will provide the money before we adjourn, which 
seems now to promise not to be before September — 
The present great dispute is, whether the debts of the 
U nited States shall be funded at 4 or at 6 per Cent — 
The former is your friends opinion, & there is some 
reason to think it will prevail. 

My love to my friends with you and be assured 
that I am yours with great affection. 

If the funding Bill succeeds, the Salary proposed 
for the State Comissioner of Pensylv? is 1500 dollars 
annually — MT Smith will have my Vote — 

19 June. 

Since writing as on the other side a dawn of hope 
presents for our yet going to Philadelphia — But you 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. * Wynkoop ? 
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shall hear more of this so soon as we have tried our 
new experiment — Remember me to the Angel Group 
in Chestnut Street. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] i 

New York June 29. 1790 

My dear Nephew. 

I am not unwilling to be indebted to you because I 
am sure of having a merciful Creditor — And so I 
acknowledge myself your debtor for two letters, that 
which covered Ellwoods receipt, and your last of the 
1 7~ instant — 

Your goodness will take this, I hope, as a discharge 
for both — If I were to attempt the detail of all the 
Votes, Manoeuvres, & detours that have perplexed 
Congress upon the business of Residence, I should 
tire both you and myself — Let this therefore re- 
main for conversation hereafter. At present I think 
that a very fair prospect opens for our being with 
you next Session — I think it right that it should be 
so, and therefore you may be sure that my efforts 
shall not be wanting. 

From the first of our meeting in 1774 to the present 
minute there has never been any altercation between 
the gentleman you mention and myself, but on the 
contrary, perfect civility and good humor — But such 
is the temper of the times, that if a Man believes a 
twentieth part of what he hears he will believe more 
than enough — The bracelet makers charge is right, 
20 dollars being the sum agreed for — And the bal- 
lance of the money you had from me over the 20 
dollars is to go to the payment of the Iron that Ell- 
wood carries — According to the price stated by the 

1A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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Iron-monger to me it will be sufficient, but if not, I 
will pay the ballance — You will present me as a 
Homage at the Shrine of your beauties, and perhaps 
they will not think themselves the less powerful for 
commanding homage from the old as well as the 
young since Homer (a great Judge of human nature) 
has celebrated the beauty of his Helen by making the 
Sages of Troy confess that a ten years war might well 
be supported for the acquisition of beauty like hers — 
Present my love where you know I place it — 

Your affectionate friend and Uncle. 

M- Wyncoob has not spoke further to me about your 
fathers order — perhaps he waits for the close of the 
Session — 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] i 

N. York 30 June 1790 

My dear Nephew, 

Just going to bed I have but a moment to inform 
you that this day in Senate by a Majority of 16 to 10 
we ordered to the third reading a Bill for carrying 
Congress to Philadelphia after this Session, there to 
remain for Ten years, and then to go to Potomac. 
We have little doubt but that we shall pass this Bill in 
the Senate, and we are assured that a Majority in the 
H. of R. is there ready to receive & pass it — 
Of the success of this you will be informed in due 
season — The Gentleman who will deliver you this, is 
the Nephew of our late worthy friend C0I2 Bland, and 
he deserves your civilities — 

My love to all my friends — farewell. 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] i 

New York July 1790 

My dear Nephew, 

I promised my friend M* Stark, who by the time 
this reaches you will be in Phil?, to inform him thro 
you how the Bill went in the Senate respecting the 
future Seats of the general government — I have now 
the pleasure to inform both you and him that the bill for 
adjourning Congress to Philadelphia after this Session, 
there to remain for ten years, and then to go to the 
Potomac ; was this day passed in Senate by a majority 
of two votes — Tis well known that one Gentleman in 
the minority would have voted with the majority had 
it been necessary — but there being enough & he the 
last Voter, jokingly he voted in the negative — 

It rests now with the H of Representatives, where we 
are assured by many Members, that a Majority will 
pass it into a Law — Thus, well has ended this very 
troublesome business — Truth is great & will prevail — 
For surely it is true that the convenience of a real 
majority of this Union is consulted by being in your 
[ci] 2 ty rather than in this — 

farewell. 

Let me know if you get this letter & when. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] a 

N. York — July 6. 1790 

My dear Nephew — 

Your letter of the 4- I received this day, and what- 
ever may be the opinion of others with respect to me, 
I am happy to find that yours, which I much value, 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 2 Hole in the Ms. 

3 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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states me as I realy am — Not suffering private regards 
to supplant public duty — I think that whilst I live I 
shall never forsake this principle — 

It was not difficult to foresee that all the arts of 
division practised in the Senate would be repeated in 
the H. of R. and so, this day, the first that they 
entered upon the consideration of our bill, has been 
wasted in debate upon a proposed amendment to sub- 
stitute Baltimore for Potomac — no question yet taken 
upon that — Tomorrow will probably be passed in 
determining whether N. Y. shall be preferred to 
Phil? — 8c? &? &? — Our friends seem determined 
hereafter to prevent the Adversary's stratagem for delay 
& division, by letting them talk and the former be 
contented with voting — Thus perhaps, this trouble- 
some business may be ended on thursday when it is ex- 
pected that the bill will be carried 1 by a Majority of 
one or two at least — Should this Bill succeed it will be 
a very strong proof of the prevalence of truth over its 
contrary — for every art that can be devised has been 
practised to overcome truth and public convenience — 
Stratagem in every shape — threats of Mob — Sever- 
ance of the Union — And even beauty has conde- 
scended to aid a misjudged policy in this business — 
for this day the House has been crouded with Ladies, 
as much as to say, as you Vote, so will we smile — A 
severe trial for susceptible minds — And a very unfair 
(if I may say that Ladies can do any thing unfair) 
whilst the Abundant beauty of Philadelphia had not 
an equal opportunity of shewing its wishes — May 
heaven protect you & us all — 

Yours affectionately. 

1 The words “ without division 99 are here erased. 
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TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] i 

New York 7 July 1790 

My dear Nephew. 

Last evening I informed you how the business of 
Residence went on — this day has been passed in 
practising the same monceuvres that we were enter- 
tained with in Senate — Baltimore has been rejected 
with many other questions proposed for the purpose 
of dividing the friends of the bill, but they have all 
proved unsuccessful — The house adjourned — today 
upon a motion for dividing the time of temporary resi- 
dence between this City & Phil a — The same was tried 
with the Senate & rejected, the same fate is like to at- 
tend it in the H. of R. — Your friend Count Andreani 
is gone to see you — I have frequently called on him 
at his lodgings, but have not had the happiness to find 
him at home — I still continue weak since my Influenza 
attack which renders writing unpleasant to me, and 
only tolerable when I write to friends whom I value 
as much as I do you, and they are very few — 

Yours affectionately. 

TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN] 2 

N. Y. 85 July 1790 

My dear Nephew, 

The debates have ended this day with rejecting 
every proposition of amendment to our bill, which 
augurs well for its final passage — Tomorrow, or the 
next day, will probably put a period to this business 
and secure our next Session with you — 

farewell. 


1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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[UNITED STATES SENATORS FROM VIRGINIA] TO 
THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA * 

j[° h ]n walker [beverley Randolph] 

RICHARD HENRY LEE 

New York July 25* 1790 

Sir, 

We have now the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your Excellency’s letter with its enclosure respecting 
Lead mines and manufacture. The proposition came 
seasonably here when a Bill for augmenting the impost 
was under consideration — 

We have the satisfaction to inform you that it was 
readily agreed to lay a duty of one cent py pound on 
all imported Lead, which we hope will be found a suf- 
ficient protection for our infant manufacture of this 
article. We are sorry to inform your Excellency that the 
assumption of the State debts into the funds of the 
U. S. is likely to succeed at last — The measure was 
brought on in Senate and carried by a small majority 
after having been twice or three times rejected in the 
H. of Representatives, where yesterday it was agreed 
to by a small majority. We have endeavored to render 
this business as little hurtful to our Country as possible, 
by preparing for as large an assumption for Virginia as 
could be obtained. 

The Sum assumed for our State is 3,500,000 dol- 
lars, which being more than we owe, will serve to cover 
a part of the large ballance that we claim from the 
Union. 

With great respect and esteem we have the honor 
to be your Excellencys most obedient Servants. 

1 A. L. S. by Lee. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Dreer Collec- 
tion. Signed also “Jn. Walker.” Endorsed as filed “ Aug. 3 d / 1 79 0 -” 
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TO [WILLIAM? LEE] 1 

New York, July the 27. 1790. 

My dear Brother, 

I have this day received your two letters by Post 
with the Certificates, which, though I have not counted, 
I suppose to be right — The manoeuvres concerning 
funding & assumption have been many and subtil — the 
latter had been frequently voted out in the H. of R. and 
a bill sent up for funding the Continental debts proper 
of the U. S. upon the 3 alternatives of the Secretary’s 
report — The assumption having been voted against 
unanimously by our Representatives — In the Senate 
we rejected the Secretary’s plan, funded the principal 
of Cont 1 debt 2 thirds immediately at 6 pr Cent & the 
other third at same interest after 10 years — The whole 
Interest of this debt amounting to 13 millions was to 
be at 3 pr cent immediately — and directed the Fund 
to be kept a sacred deposit for sinking the principal — 
But — upon this, and in the same Bill, they, the Senate, 
assumed for State debts 21.500.000 dollars to be funded 
in fact on terms as good as the Continentals — This 
bill passed the Senate by a very small majority — 
say 2 — 

It was generally supposed that the Assumption part 
of our Bill would be rejected by the H. R. but Mss? 
R. B. Lee & White from our Country, with Gale & 
Dan’l Carroll from Maryland, changing sides, the 
Assumption was agreed to, and the Cont. interest 
upon interest raised to 4 pr cent — and 7 instead of 
xo years proposed for funding the postponed third of 
the principal of the Continental debt at 6 pr cent — 
These latter amendments with respect to interest are 
now before the Senate — It seems probable that the 
whole will be agreed to, because the contenders (some 

1 Transcript. Virginia Historical Society, Leffingwell Collection. 
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of them) for low interest, are still greater Contenders 
for the Assumption ; so that ’tis probable they will 
take the increased interest rather than hazard the loss 
of Assumption — you contend for 15 Shillings, if the 
debt is funded — M! W- Lee will take 12/ — My idea 
is, altho I give all possible credit to the prevailing & 
powerful interest of Speculators, yet, with the Assump- 
tion of 21.500.000 for State debts, with the other Mass, 
that more is undertaken than can be accomplished — 
so that if the certificates were mine I would take 12 / 
and run no further risk — A large Seller in the Broker 
way, tells me that finals are now xo / and that if the 
bill passes they will be at x 2 / but then they who pur- 
chase, will not allow anything for interest, since the is- 
suing of indents ceased — Or, since there was any 
provision for paying interest made by Congress — per- 
haps they may alter if the bill should pass giving 4 pr. 
cent on all the interest presently — Thus I have told 
you all that I know about the matter and you will, by 
return of post, give me your Ultimatum — Bank Stock, 
I understand is not easily to be purchased here, the 
regularly paid quarterly interest being 7 pr Cent — How 
it is at Phila — I do not know — I think it probable that 
we shall adjourn at the close of next week, i.e. the 
6 th of Aug., so that I must hear from you before that 
time — I enclose you a letter for Capt. Chilton whom 
I forgot, & who is certainly a very influential Man — 
My love to my friends. 

Yours affectionately. 

P.S. 

I have received 13 dollars for your cow & calf — 
I shall presently pay for your Pork — the ballance is 
ready for your order — The little Grocer in Queen 
Street near the Corner Wall Street, says you paid him 
for a large Bottle of old F. Brandy that still remains 
with him — What is to be done with it? 
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I have just now paid Mr. Henry Haydock 8 J dollars 
for your Pork, the ballance in your favor for the cow 
is 4 3/4 dollars which are at your command. 

Will you be so good as to attend a little to Cassius — 


TO [ARTHUR LEE] 1 

N. York August 3^ 1790 

My dear Brother, 

The enclosed letter seal'd with black was this day 
given to me at the Levy by a gentleman just arrived 
from England, who said Lord Lansdowne desired 
him to deliver it to you. The other letter was given 
me by I know not whom at present. You desire 
information how our representatives voted last year, 
on the question of Instructions. I have enquired but 
cannot learn — do you not think however that in canvases 
like yours, it will be well to apply the Law maxim — 
That claim should be founded on the strength of your 
own title, not on the weakness of your adversary’s. 
It seems to me that this will be the most successful 
method, and certainly the least exceptionable. You 
will receive enclosed the Secretary’s estimate of the 
sufficiency of the funds for paying the Interest of 
the foreign & domestic debt, if the ways and means 
bill now under consideration passes, which will prob- 
ably be the case — provisions for paying the interest 
of the 21,500,000 assumed for state debts will not be 
made until the next session — The present being to 
end the last of this or the middle of next week. I 
have not received any answer yet from you to my last 

1 Ms. copy made from the original, January 31, 1837, by I. A. G. 
Davis, Chairman of the Faculty of the University of Virginia. Uni- 
versity of Virginia, Lee Papers, No. 206. A transcript of this letter 
with the date “August 5 ” is in the Virginia Historical Society. 
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stating the present price of finals and of their Interest, 
and desiring to know your ultimatum on the Subject 
of selling or funding yours — A Broker told me yes- 
terday that finals now sold principle for 12/3 and the 
interest for 7/6 or 8 I forget which — but then they 
allowed nothing for Interest since the old Congress 
ceased to make provision for paying interest — a 
bad reason Since the Congress provides for all the 
interest, but at 3 per cent only. I have shipped your 
Demijohn of French Brandy to Mr Brent at Norfolk 
desiring him to send it to Alexandria to you — I hope 
to see you in a fortnight. My love to all — Your 
affectionate brother. 

No Spanish war the 8 June but likely to be. 


TO WILLIAM LEE* 

New York August 8* 1790 

My dear Brother, 

I have this day delivered to Cap! Cary of Peters- 
burg, who commands a Sloop between that place and 
this, two bales of Connecticut Linnen containing 307^ 
yards — Also two bags of feathers which required 1 5 
yards more of the same linnen to pack them in — this 
addition was caused by the Shop keeper not attending 
to my note desiring him to let the feather bags be 
made of part of the 300 y - of linnen that he was com- 
missioned to purchase. Of the feathers there are 70 
lb. neat weight. Enclosed within one of the Bales is 
the bed Tick, with 3 lb. of Shoe thread & 3 lb. of 
strong sewing thread that you desired — The linnen, 
both in quality and price, is as last year. The Bed 

1 A. L. S. Virginia Historical Society, Lee Papers, IV. 105. 
Endorsed “with Bills of parcells for the goods he bought for me at 
New York.” 


538 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 

Tick is good, and the feathers have been examined by 
an honest Upholsterer here who reports them good. 
To pay for these goods I have drawn on Mf Thorp 
for twenty pounds sterling at 2 py Cent above par. 
The Jamaica rum is not here on your terms, but I 
apprehend that you may get this Article at Norfolk as 
cheap and as good as here. 

Cap. 1 Cary is a careful Man and has promised to 
deliver your goods under care of My Ambler at James 
Town to whom I have written requesting his attention to 
them, and to inform Moody of their being at J. Town. 
This tedious Session is to end on the 10 — instant, 
so that I hope to be at home before the end of 
the month — The State debts are assumed to the 
amount of 21,500,000 dollars, to be funded as is the 
domestic debt of the U. S. — Two thirds of the principal 
of the domestic debt to be funded immediately at 6 p* 
Cent & the remaining third after 10 years at same 
interest — All the interest of this debt to be funded 
presently at 3 py Cent — The fund for paying this is 
the former impost increased — provision for paying 
the interest of the State debts assumed will not be 
made until next Session, which is to meet the first 
Monday in december at Philadelphia 

The compass of a letter does not permit me to be 
so particular (as you might wish) on so complex a 
subject as the funding system. To conversation this 
must be left, for I hope to see you in the Northern 
Neck in course of next fall. You may conclude from 
the interest being funded at 3 py Cent, that this will not 
sell for so much as the principal. N. York Bank 
Stock is not easily to be had, the divident of 7 p! Cent 
being paid quarterly. 

Your affectionate brother. 


539 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 


£• s. d. 

70 lb. feathers at 1 / 6 8. 15. o 

Con. Linnen 322 1 / 4 y- at x / 3 . . . ao. 7. 9 

6 y- Wrapper at 9? & Cartage . . . . o. 5. o 

Bed Tick 3. 15. o 

3 lb. Shoe Thread at 3 / & 3 lb. Sewing at 

4/- • i. 1 . o 

A Set of blank bills o. 1. o 

Cartage of feathers o. o. 9 

/34- 5- 6 

Bill of exchange ao [?] sterl? .... £$ 6 . 5. 4 

34 - 5 - 6 


1. 19. 10 

freight to James Town o. 16. o 

N. York money due to M! W- Lee . 1. 3. 10 


TO CORBIN WASHINGTON! 

Chantilly I st Sept 1790 

My dear Sir 

I arrived here monday afternoon pretty much fa- 
tigued with my Journey — We have sent for a few 
peaches having none on this plantation this year — The 
Bearers bring near half a bottle of Tincture of Bark 
for my dear daughter, 1 2 and by the time that it is used 
we shall have more prepared for her. Poor little John 
was taken last night with a fever that continues yet. We 

1 From the text printed in the Magazine of American History, 
XXII. 507. 

2 Hannah, second daughter of R. H. Lee, was the wife of Corbin 
Washington. 
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have just commenced the course of broken doses of 
Emetic Tartar which I hope will frequently remove the 
fever. If you can all come up in the Boat at her return, 
we shall be very happy to see you. the sugar plums 
are ready for my dear little Richard. 

I am dear sir most obediently 
yours. 

Corbin Washington Esq 
of 

Walnut Farm. 


TO [JAMES MONROE] i 

Chantilly January the 15. 1791 

Dear Sir, 

I was yesterday honored with your polite and oblig- 
ing letter of december the 30 th last past, for which I 
pray you to accept my best thanks, as well as for your 
kind attention to my papers. I fear the state of my 
health, tho improving, will not permit my setting out 
for Congress before the last of this month — So that I 
can only hope to be with you early in february. If no un- 
foreseen accident happens I shall be with you then. You 
are pleased to ask my opinion upon the two subjects that 
you state as depending before Congress — With respect 
to an increased duty on imported spirits, I am informed 
the temptation to smuggle is already so great, that 
in some places the smuggling of this article is much 
practised — And how it may be wise to tempt Men into 
the practise of violating law, deserves due consideration. 
To a reasonable &unabusive excise I have no objection. 
It does notappearto me that the public have any business 
to become Bankers, because Banks are capable of great 
abuses, and because such abuses practised by Govern- 

1 A. L. S. Library ofCongress, Monroe Papers, VII. 88 1 . Endorsed, 
“ relating to increased/duty on imported/spirits.” 
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ment, leave injured Individuals too much without re- 
dress — A very great Author has given that obvious 
reason why Governments should not Trade; & banking 
is kind of Traffic that tempts by interest to abuse — 
To this reason you may add, if you please, the very 
weighty ones to be found in M r Smiths Wealth of 
Nations Chapt. 2. Part I s .' 3? Yol. The reasons assigned 
by that sensible Author against the Government of 
England being so engaged, must be seen by every per- 
son experienced in American Affairs, to apply here 
with very increased force. 

I will defer what further I have to say on this and 
other subjects until I have the pleasure of seeing you. 
My respects to M r ? Monroe, & to all my friends I 
wish to be remembered — Particularly to MT Jefferson 
& the Shippen family — 

I am dear Sir Your affectionate friend & Servant. 


TO GENERAL [JOHN ARMSTRONG?]! 

My dear General ° HANmur Ma 7 I? *79*. 

Judging from my self, I think that well bottomed 
friendship is not to be shaken by time or accident. 
So that altho our Correspondence has been interrupted, 
I hope our friendship is not impaired. My brother 
Mi William Lee is desirous of sending his son to the 
School of Carlyle in Pennsylvania. He requests that 
you will be so good as to inform him by Letter sent 
to him the next summer at the Sweet Springs in 
Augusta what is the charge for board and tuition of 
a Boy annually at the said school. And whether in 
your opinion the teachers at that school are properly 
qualified for their business. My brother William sets 

X L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Ford 
Collection. Endorsed as received and forwarded May u, 1791. 
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out for the Augusta Springs early in June in persuit 
of health, and designs to carry his son from thence 
to the Carlyle school if your Letter incourages him 
to do so. I have Lately been made unhappy by under- 
standing that your Health was in a declining way, but 
I shall be much gratified to hear from you that it is 
restored. An accident that has lately happened to 
my hand obliges me to be assisted by an aman- 
uensis which your goodness will excuse. 

I have the honor to be Dear Sir 
With unfeigned affection your 
friend. 


TO THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN i 

My DEAR Nephew, Chantilly Sept? 21S 1791 

The letter that you had the goodness to write to me 
on the 11- instant. I received last evening — We all 
here join in thanking you for the happiness created 
among us by your information of the health of your 
Lady, yourself, and my dear Sister & brother your 
father and mother. It was but one copy of Anderson’s 
history of Commerce that I desired, having no possible 
occasion for more. And this Copy may remain at 
Philadelphia until I come there, which now I expect 
will be about the io- of November, when I suppose 
that forms will have subsided into business ; the first 
day of the Session being the last day of October, it 
may be hoped that io days will be sufficient for the 
important negotiation of compliments — I am now to 
beg a favor of you which I hope you will have the 
goodness to execute for me. To engage for me a de- 
cent Lodging and as convenient to the State house as 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. Addressed to him “ at Df Ship- 
pens in Fomt/Street/Philadelphia.” 
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possible, that my gouty feet may sustain no injury 
from the wintry weather. If it can well be done, I 
should prefer getting my Meals where I lodge, & you 
will please to remember that Charles is to be provided 
for also. The time for entering, to be when I arrive, 
which I design to be about the io- of November. I 
shall thank you very much for sending me a line to be 
left at Charles Lee’s esq' in Alexandria until I pass 
there, informing me where my lodgings are that I may 
go there directly on my arrival — It will suit me well if I 
can hire room for i horses and find provender myself — 
And if you think that this last can be better procured 
now than when I come, you will greatly oblige me by 
engaging both Oats & Hay for my i horses for the 
probable length of the Session — The Cash shall be paid 
immediately on my arrival. 

How are the Mighty fallen, indeed ? It is not 
easy for a Mind of sensibility not to feel for the King 
& Queen of France — for the latter especially. I think 
with you, that few traces of wisdom are to be found in 
that attempt — but it is difficult to judge without know- 
ing all circumstances. I must confess that I am not yet 
so hardened with politicks as to have lost humanity. 
Nor am. I ashamed to own that I begin to be heartily 
sick of politicks & politicians. 

I think that generally speaking, the former may be 
called the Science of fraud — and the latter, the Pro- 
fessors of that Science. 

We are not here behind my dear Niece in love of 
her & her Sociable & amiable manners — To her, to 
your good Father Mother & Sister we present our 
best affections. 

I am, with the truest affection yours always. 

P.S. You may see that my hand has illy recovered the 
overset of last Spring. 
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[UNITED STATES SENATORS FROM VIRGINIA] TO 
[THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA] i 


RICHARD HENRY LEE 
JA [MES] MONROE 


[henry lee] 


Philadelphia January zii 4 1792 

Sir, 

We were duly honored, two days ago, with your 
Excellency’s letter of the 9- instant, and its enclosures. 

That the extra pay, which you have so properly 
contended for, ought to be reembursed, seems perfectly 
just ; and we shall accordingly urge it to the proper 
power. 

As yet, a Militia bill has not been introduced to 
either house. When such a bill shall appear, we will 
exert ourselves to get a clause inserted that may pre- 
vent similar discussions in future. Your Excellency 
shall be informed how we succeed in both these ob- 
jects. 

Much time has been employed upon the Represent- 
ative bill, which has finally been lost, by its being 
insisted that the Ratio should be 33,000, instead of 
30,000. A second bill is now pending in the House 
of Representatives, which we hope will terminate, 
we might say, more Constitutionally than was before 
insisted on. The evident effect of which, would 
have been to abridge the representation of the South, 
and add to that of the north. 

We thank you Sir for the good opinion that you 
are pleased to entertain of our attachment to the in- 
terest of our Country, and we hope to confirm you 
therein, by our attention to whatever business you 
shall think proper to commit to our care. 

1 A. L. S. by Lee. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Dreer Col- 
lection, III. 64. Signed also in autograph by Monroe. 
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We have the honor to be, with the most respectful 
consideration, Sir Your Excellencies most obedient & 
very hble Servants. 


[UNITED STATES SENATORS FROM VIRGINIA] TO 
[THE] GOVERNOR [OF VIRGINIA] i 


RICHARD HENRY LEE 
JA[ME]S MONROE 


HENRY LEE 


Philadelphia Feb. 14th 1792 

Sir, 

We have been duly honored with your Excellency’s 
dispatches covering resolves of the Legislature respect- 
ing certain military claims of Land, and others for 
services and supplies not yet compensated. The for- 
mer we have, in the first instance, committed to the 
care of our Countrymen in the House of representa- 
tives, where this subject is to come under consideration. 
The latter we have referred to Colo. Davies, whose 
most accurate knowledge of these things will enable us 
to pursue such ulterior measures as may be most 
proper. 

We have lately seen published in a Gazette of this 
city, two resolves of our Assembly — one charging us 
to renew our endeavors for opening the doors of the 
Federal Senate, and the other concerning a certain 
article in the Treaty of Peace with G. Britain. As we 
have yet seen them nowhere but in the newspaper, we 
must remain quiescent until we are honored with infor- 
mation on these points from our Executive. 

We have the honor to be, with great respect & 
esteem. 

Your Excellency’s most obedient servants. 


1 From the text printed in Calendar of Virginia State Papers, V. 443. 
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TO [GENERAL HENRY LEE] i 

Philadelphia March 25. 1792. 

My dear Sir, 

I think you are a letter in my debt, however that is 
a trifle among friends, and perhaps it might have 
been many more if my time had not been most 
laboriously engaged with Congressional affairs, and 
most of all with the Representatives bill. It was an 
endless work almost, to pursue thro the various de- 
tours and meandring in this business — The bill has 
finally past the 2 houses, by which Virginia has 21 
Members & Kentucky 2 — but 6 eastern States have 
one a piece more than they ought, Jersey & Delaware 
the same, and N & S. Carolina each 1 more also than 
these States would any of them have had, if the plain 
Constitutional mode had been pursued of dividing the 
number of people in each State Respectively by the 
agreed Ratio of 30,000 But by a certain Arithmetico 
political Sophistry an arrangement of 6 to 2 in favor of 
the North against the South has been made of the 8 
Members gained by this Sophism — They first divide 
the whole or aggregate number of the people in the 
U. S. by 30,000, which produces 120 members in- 
stead of 1 12 which would have come from dividing 
the people in each State by 30,000 — leaving large 
fractions with some States. After having obtained the 
120 Members they apply different Ratios to different 
States so as to give one Member for that Ratio which 
in each, should approach nearest to 1 for 30,000 and 
leaving smaller fractions. This ingenious Theory may 
hereafter change when the fractional application shall 
be found to benefit the South as now it does the North. 
For then it may appear improper, tho now it does 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Myers 
Collection, “Distinguished Americans, ,, No. 828. 
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not, to change a Real into a Virtual Representation 
so far as fractions are employed. This bill went by 
a Majority of i in the Senate and 2 in the H. of R. 
three of the Members of the latter against it being 
Sick, or out of the way. 

I do apprehend, however, that when a full repre- 
sentation comes into the two houses after the next 
election, that all this arithmetical sophistry will vanish 
before truth and the Constitution, as Mists are dis- 
persed by the rising Sun. This Bill, that for the 
frontier defence, and the Post Office bill being past, 
and the Militia an[d] Coinage bills in great forwardness, 
we may rise by the Middle of April, which will give 
time enough for the Ways & Means bill — But I fear 
the Speculators will agitate a fresh Assumption which 
they are very intent upon, but which hitherto they have 
not ventured to bring forth from out of the Treasury 
Report. Gen. Knox told us the other day that the 
extra pay of our Militia the last year would be all al- 
lowed except about 230 dollars which would require a 
legislative provision, and that he thought it would not 
be worth while to apply for it. The list of Claims 
remain yet with Col? Davis, who has waited for a bill 
now passed for removing the limitation law two years 
to come, which will let in the greater part of them — 
Such as are founded on ideas not warranted by the 
former Acts of Congress, the Legislature will not now 
open a door for the admission of, apprehending a 
great increase of the public debt thereby. The Mili- 
tary Claim of Land South of Ohio yet lays before the 
house of Representatives, and I fear that the violation 
of an Indian Treaty in the present Critical State of 
Indian Affairs will prevent anything effectual from be- 
ing now done in that business. A prodigious Shock has 
lately assailed the Speculators, and Stocks of all kinds 
wonderfully fallen, but I fancy the Spirit will soon 
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again revive, for I see that 26 /is now offered for 6 
p“ Cents payable & deliverable in January next. An 
Amazing profit this to those who have money, for at 
this Moment the same 6 p' r Cents may be purchased 
for 2 x / 9 and sold directly again with 9 Months credit 
for 2 6 / — 

Who shall be Commander in Chief of the Western 
Expedition is now a matter of Town talk — They say 
it will lay between yourself — Gen Putnam, General 
Pinkney, & Gen. Wayne — Nothing transpires from 
the Cabinet. Your friends are clear for you, but each 
has his Partisans. I do not know where to direct the 
enclosed so that it may soon reach my brother, and 
I wish him to get it as quickly as possible. I have 
therefore taken the liberty of enclosing it to you, and 
request that you will have the goodness to contrive it 
to him with all the expedition in your power. 

I am, with great affection. 

Yours sincerely. 

Remember me cordially to my friends in Richmond 
among whom I count particularly M' Marshall, the 
Treasurer, M- Harvey with Col° Carrington. — 


TO WILLIAM LEE 1 

Philadelphia April 7. 1792 

My dear Brother, 

You will receive enclosed Cap! Sheppards bill of 
Loading for 24 Windsor Chairs, a box of dry goods 
and a Keg of Tea — The contents of the box are noted 
on a paper also enclosed. I have addressed these 
things to Mu James Young of Gosport as you desired, 
and I have written to him to pay the freight when 

tA. L. S. Virginia Historical Society, Lee Papers, IV. 95. 
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delivered, & to forward them with all expedition to 
Williamsburg. Sheppard has promised me to call & 
deliver them, with some things for myself. This 
Vessel belongs properly, either to Petersburg or Rich- 
mond, and the Skipper appears to be a careful Man — 
I have sent Ml Young a duplicate bill of Loading — I 
will, as you desire, deliver the Conveyance of my 
Potomac Share to the Agent of the company as I pass 
thro Alexandria, and forward to you, when I have time, 
a copy of it. We shall adjourn before the last of this 
Month — 

The president has refused his Assent to the Bill 
apportioning Representatives by applying the Ratio to 
the Aggregate number of people in the U. S. as Uncon- 
stitutional, so that now that business must be put on its 
proper footing, to the great regret of those North of 
us who have used infinite pains to carry their plan thro 
the houses — The further assumption of State debts 
has been Negatived in the H. of R. but still they mean 
to make another effort — I hope to be at home by the 
io- of May at furthest. 

Yours affectionately. 


TO THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
[OF VIRGINIA]i 

Chantilly October the 85h 1 702 

Sir, 

It is not in my power to convey to you an adequate 
idea of the regret I feel at being compelled by the fee- 
ble state of my health to retire from the service of my 
Country. The strong sense that I entertain of public 
duty, joined to a deep feeling of gratitude for the reit- 

1 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Ford 
Collection. Addressed to him “ at/Richmond.” 
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erated goodness of the General Assembly to me, would 
render the toils of public business a pleasure, altho I 
am grown gray in the service of my Country ; were I 
not prevented by infirmities that can only be relieved 
by a quiet retirement. Thus urged Sir, I entreat you 
to lay me, with all possible duty and thankfulness be- 
fore the Representatives of my Country, and present 
them this my resignation of my Senators place in the 
Senate of the United States, which I beg their favora- 
ble acceptance of. That the unqualified liberty of our 
Country may be perpetual, and its prosperity great as 
its freedom, will be the Constant prayer of Sir Your 
most obedient and most humble Servant. 

Honorable the Speaker ) 

of the House of Representatives j 


TO THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
[OF VIRGINIA]i 

Chantilly, 5th November, 1792. 

Sir, 

I have been duly honoured with the letter (and 
its enclosure) that you were pleased to write to me on 
the eighteenth October. I pray you, sir, to assure the 
honourable House of Delegates, that I feel the deepest 
sense of gratitude and obligation for the good opinion 
that they are pleased to entertain of my services, and 
for the condescending and obliging wish that they 
express for the future prospects of my life. I have 
ever thought, that the best reward for public service, 
is the approbation of our country ; and surely examples 
like this are wisely fitted to encourage patriotic zeal, 
and to support the servants of the public, through the 
perplexing intricacies of political life. To you, sir, my 

!From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , I. 243. 
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thanks are particularly due, for the very polite and 
affectionate manner in which you have been so good 
as to convey to me the sense of the House. 

I have the honour to be, with all possible respect, 
sir, your most obliged and most obedient servant, 

Honourable the Speaker of the 
House of Delegates, 


TO THE SPEAKER OF THE SENATE [OF VIRGINIA] i 

Chantilly, 5th November, 1792. 

Sir, 

I have received the letter you did me the honour 
to write to me, on the twenty-third of October, with 
the resolve enclosed therein. Be so good, sir, as to 
present my duty to the Senate, and assure that hon- 
ourable body that I feel, as I ought to do, the highest 
sense of obligation for the honour conferred upon me, 
by the manner in which they have been pleased to ex- 
press their sense of my services, and for the obliging 
wish, they have expressed, for the future happiness of 
my life. I wish it may be the good fortune of those 
who follow me, to serve masters willing to crown their 

1 From R. H. Lee, Memoir of Richard Henry Lee , I. 244. This 
letter was in answer to the following resolution of the Virginia Senate : 

“October 2 2d, 1792. 

In Senate, 

Resolved unanimously , That the speaker be desired to convey to 

Richard Henry Lee, Esq. the respects of the Senate ; that they sin- 
cerely sympathize with him in those infirmities which have deprived 
their country of his valuable services ; and that they ardently wish he 
may, in his retirement, with uninterrupted happiness, close the even- 
ing of a life, in which he hath so conspicuously shone forth as a states- 
man and a patriot ; that while mindful of his many exertions to pro- 

mote the public interests, they are particularly thankful for his conduct , 

as a member of the Legislature of the United States ! 1 * * * * * 7 
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labours, by bestowing upon them a reward so respect- 
able as I have been favoured with. 

I thank you, sir, for the kind manner of conveying 
to me the sense of the Senate ; and I remain, with the 
highest respect, sir, your most obedient and very 
humble servant, 

Honourable the Speaker of the Senate, 


TO MISS LUCINDA LEE^ 

Chantilly January io. 1793 

My dear Niece, 

You have no doubt, long before this, heard of the 
death of your Uncle, and my most dear brother 
Arthur Lee Esqf As he has left me his sole Execu- 
tor, it is incumbent on me to inform you of the 
following clause in your Uncle’s Will in your favor “I 
give to my Niece Lucinda Lee one-half acre Lott in 
Alexandria lying on Duke & St. Asaph streets, and 
let on ground rents to her and her heirs forever.” 

I should have sent you the Title papers by this 
opportunity if I had thought it a perfectly secure one. 
But this may now be the less necessary as this letter 
will enable you to order a collection of such rents as 
have become due since your Uncle’s death. And 
Mr. Charles Lee can, from the description above, 
point out to you who the Tenents are. The rents 
that were due before your Uncle’s death Mr. Irvine 
has power from me to collect for the use of the Estate. 
I am a stranger to the state of the Tenants on this 
Legacy but I am informed that the Tenants on it pay 
a ground rent of about £ 62 . annually. And I think 
that one Lott is unrented at present, it having been 

1 Transcript. Virginia Historical Society, V. 65. Addressed to 
her at “ Berry Hill /in/Stafford Cty,” and sent by “Anthony.” 
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reentered by my brother for defect of rent not paid. 
This when rented will add to the above rents of £ 62 . — 
Be so good as give my love to my very dear Niece, 
Mrs. Brent and tell her that I should have written to 
her if my health had permitted, but I have much to 
do and am not well Her Uncle has left her c< A piece 
of Plate (of the value of twenty Guineas) as she may 
Chuse.” She may either have the twenty guineas to 
dispose of as she chuses, or if she prefer pointing out 
the piece of plate to me, I will order it from London. 

Remember me very affectionately to your dear 
Mother and tell her that we have here a very high 
sense of her goodness in going up to stay with our 
much loved daughter in Alexandria during her ap- 
proaching confinement . 1 2 I am my dear Niece your 
very sincerely affectionate Uncle & friend. 


TO JOHN HOPKINS 1 

Chantilly March 24 th 1793 

Sir, 

Having received your favor enclosing M? Lee's 
order on M? R. B. Lee and the Title for the two ne- 
groes I do now herein enclose your promisory note for 
the said papers & 3 the receipt for them [and] for the 
Stocks. 

I am, with regard, Sir your most obedient Servant. 

1 Anne, Mrs. Charles Lee, whose third child was born in 1793. 

2 A. L. S. New York Public Library (Lenox Foundation), Ford 
Collection. Addressed to him as €< Treasurer of Loans /at/ Richmond* * ’ 

3 An illegible word probably ** for,” is here erased. 
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TO THOMAS LEE SHIPPENi 

Chantilly April 15. 1793 

My dear Nephew, 

Your favor of March 17, has not been answered so 
soon as it would otherwise have been, because it was 
rendered partly unnecessary by the letter I had written 
to you just before the receipt of it, and because my 
continued feeble state of health renders writing painful 
to me. I hope for better health as the warm weather 
comes forward and permits more regular exercise. I 
observe by the letter I am now replyng to, that you 
had been misinformed in many respects concerning my 
late dear brother. And this you will have seen by the 
date of his Will which was made some months before 
your return from this State, and not “in his last 
moments,” but 4 or 5 months before his death, in per- 
fect health, and at his own house. Why this change 
with respect to you it is impossible for me to tell, any 
more than I can account for the same omission of my 
daughter Molly who was known to be a favorite Niece 
of his, and whom he had in former Wills handsomely 
provided for! Unless her marriage with a gentleman 
of wealth induced a belief that she was sufficiently pro- 
vided for. You will have observed that he has par- 
ticularly noticed every one of her Sisters. From my 
return to Virginia to the date of his Will I never saw 
him but once, & then for a very short time and in much 
company. You mention a or 3 small bills that have 
been presented to you against him since his death, some 
for Taxes & some from Tradesmen. But you are not 
pleased to say who are the Tradesmen and what the 
nature & amount of their demands. When I reflect 
on my brothers singular punctuality in the payment of 
his debts, and the aptitude of some Men to revive dis- 
1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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charged claims, I own that I am disposed to doubt of 
these, until legal, i.e impartial proof is produced. 
With respect to the Taxes they shall be paid, and so 
you please inform the Collector. There is money be- 
longing to the Estate in Phil a and I have written to my 
worthy friend, Tench Coxe Esqf and to Mr Wells 
Cashier of the Bank for information what testimonials 
or verifications I must send to the Treasury & the 
Bank of my being duly qualified as my brothers Exec- 
utor and legal Representative. The Certificate of the 
Clerk of the Court where Wills are by law proved & 
recorded answers all purposes of verification in our 
Courts of Justice. If such a Certificate further sanc- 
tioned by a Notary public would suffice to enable me 
to do business with the Treasury & the Bank, it will 
save me much Trouble, and indeed I am very little 
able to travel far in search of testimonials that are in 
this case more formal than necessary. Will you have 
the goodness to consult Mr Secretary Hamilton, Mr 
Coxe & Mf Wells on this subject and quickly let me 
know the result. What can be done with the Lot 
near you, so as at least not to let it be expensive or 
rendered worse by ill treatment before your Infant 
Cousin becomes of Age ? 

I join heartily with you in deploring the fate of 
Louis — His death, with the lights I have, was cruel, 
unnecessary and highly impolitic — But if I mistake 
not, either Mr Burke or some other Writer, predicted 
this very early, as a conclusion that w 1 ? be come to by 
the ambition & avarice of the democratic faction, even 
at the moment of their affecting high attachment to the 
Constitution as originally formed. The vengeance of 
heaven may slumber a while, but I think it will sound 
terribly, e’er long, in the ears, hearts, & on the heads 
of these Murderers. I had a deep rooted affection for 
this good King because he so effectually aided us in 
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the day of our distress, and I will say with Queen 
Elizabeth — “ God may forgive his Murderers, but I 
never can ” — All decency & justice are outraged, if it 
be true, that these same Jacobins have Confiscated all 
the British & Dutch trading Vessels that they had 
embargoed in the ports of France previous to their 
declaration of War! This is robbery & piracy with 
a vengeance — It is to be hoped that the British Lion 
will claw these fellows handsomely for their misdoing. 

Mff Chantilly 1 has been very ill, but I thank God 
she is now 2 recovering — the rest are well & we all 
heartily join in love for our dear Relations in Phil a — 
Remember me to all our friends 

I am my dear Nephew Your ever affectionate Uncle 
& friend. 

What is the now price of 6 p?. Cents & what the best 
judgm[ent] 3 concerning the cause of the strange fall, 
or future Rise — My last married daughter 4 * is yet un- 
portioned — I want to sell Stock for her — 


TO DOCT[OR] WILLIAM SHIPPEN, JR.* 

Chantilly April 29^ 1793 

My dear friend. 

It is I believe very certain that the friendships of the 
world are very often destroyed by passion ; by want 
of candid and fair discussion : and among Relations 
for want of that affectionate and friendly explanation 6 so 

1 /.<?., Mrs. R. H. Lee. 

2 A word which appears to be t€ slowly 99 is here erased. 

3 Ms. damaged. 

4 Anne, Mrs. Charles Lee. 

6 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 

6 Substituted for discussion 99 erased. 

557 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 


necessary for the right settlement of points in con- 
troversy or dispute. I trust that this will never be the 
fate of our friendship, and it is upon this principle that 
I now state to you your account with our late brother 
Arthur Lee deceased. The items of the account (a 
very few small articles of charge excepted which are 
stated in Ml Lees books by himself) are taken from 
Accounts and Letters in your own handwriting, & I 
have given you credit for every article of charge agst 
Ml Lee that you have made yourself, and divers others 
not mentioned by you, but stated by Ml Lee himself. 
Upon all your Credits I have allowed Interest from 
their commencement to the last period of making up 
this a /c — I have continued your charge for £ 28 . 2. 6 
paid to Bailey, altho Ml A. Lee notes his absolute 
refusal of it because he says the printing was without 
his knowledge, order, or consent. 

Ml Broom charges Ml Lee for the money p 1 ? you in 
*783 June 23*? by Recpt. But as you, in your ac- 
count do not acknowledge this Sum until the follow- 
ing year, I have charged no interest tho’ your 
discounts do not begin until a year after receiving the 
money by Ml Brooms account. An account thus 
fairly & favorably stated cannot fail to be approved, 
& I think that established as it is, by Vouchers from 
yourself, there can be no doubt of its authenticity. I 
can only add, that if it is convenient for you to pay it, 
twill be infinitely so for me to receive it. But if it is 
at present inconvenient for you to pay the principal, 
send me your bond & pay punctually the interest, and 
I will wait with patience. 

Be so good as write me fully on this subject, direct- 
ing your letter to be forwarded from Fredericksburg 
by Cross post, down the Northern Neck. Who is now 
the Cashier of the B of N. A — I have written to Ml 
Wells long since, but can get no answer. Our best 

558 



THE LETTERS OF RICHARD HENRY LEE 


love attends you & your household, and also our 
friends in 4- Street & Germantown. 

I am most sincerely & affectionately your friend. 
Account on the other Side. 1 


TO GENERAL OTHO WILLIAMS 2 

Chantilly in Virg? June 22^ 1793 

Sir, 

Having found it very difficult to dispose of our grain 
and furnish - our family supplies in this retired part 
of the Northern Neck, my friends, neighbors, and 
Sons in Law, Col? W- Augustine Washington & 
Corbin Washington; & myself determined to purchase 
a small Vessel in partnership for the above purposes. 
And lately we bought the Schooner Betsey, 3 of Vienna in 
your State, from Mr Henry Lake. And it happening 
that the Skipper whom we intended for her Commander 
was under inoculation for the Small pox, we were con- 
strained to employ a protempore Skipper to carry a load 
of Corn & pease to Baltimore before harvest. Intend- 
ing, immediately on her return, to put our proper Com- 
mander on board, and take out a New Register with his 
Name therein — For this Trip therefore she still goes 
under her former Register, with her unexpired years 
Licence. We have none of us, the present Owners, 
been ever before concerned with Craft, so that it may be 
possible that some undesigned, unknowing mistake may 

1 This account is not in Richard Henry Lee’s handwriting, but it 
has his autograph signature as “ Executor.” The account covers a 
period from November 7, 1781, and shows a balance due the estate of 
Arthur Lee deed, of £ 1662. 7. 7. 

2 A. L. S. Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Etting Collection, 
No. 24. General Williams was at this time Collector of the Customs 
at Baltimore, Maryland. 

3 The letter was sent by this schooner. 
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have been made in her sailing papers. We hope how- 
ever, that should it be so, we may not suffer for our want 
of knowledge in this line of business — Wb intended to 
new christen her, when we got a New Register, and 
name her “ The Three Friends,” but we are told that she 
must continue in her Old Name. I shall thank you 
Sir for information on this point, and what sailing pa- 
pers it may be necessary for her to carry in her usual 
trips from State to State, or the Same State, or an ad- 
joining State. I am sure your goodness will excuse this 
trouble from one [who] will at all times be happy to 
serve you. I am with particular esteem and regard. 
Sir Your most obedient Servant. 


TO [THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN ?p 

Chantilly 1 1 ! h december 1793 

My dear Nephew, 

May be perfectly sure that there must have been 
very satisfactory reason for his letter by my Son, 
Aug* ao 2 remaining so long unanswered. I had no 
doubt but that you had left Philadelphia to avoid the 
dreadful plague that so severely visited the City, but 
since you had not informed me of the place of your 
retreat, I was absolutely at a loss to know where to 
direct for you. As I do not suppose that your dis- 
cretion will permit you to be so very early in your 
return to Town as I observe some of the fugitives 
have been, because of remaining infection continuing 
until heavy rains, cold and cleansing winds shall have 
purified the air of the City from the malignant poison 
with which it has abounded. God grant that none 
of our friends may have suffered from this plague. 

1 A. L. S. Shippen Collection. 

2 This may possibly be “ 28.” 
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But you realy delay my happiness by delaying to 
inform me that the “ tremendous abscess ” which 
prevented your progress eastward has been effectually 
removed. This being done, it is possible that your 
constitution may be invigorated, by the purification 
it must have undergone. When you give me the 
pleasure just now solicited, I shall thank you for a 
minute detail of all that Congress have done in the 
affair of Genet. If something effectual is not done 
in that business farewell forever to the respectability 
and dignity of our government. I have no doubt, 
but that if one half of what has been done here had 
been practised at Constantinople — The Delegate 
would quickly have had a place in the prison of the 
Seven Towers. 

It seems to me that every latter issue from that source 
out-tops greatly what went before in folly & scurrility. 
Do you not think that rude & shocking indecencies 1 
has [have] been completely mistaken for courage ? 
For what are prosecutions to [avail] against Mess* 5 
Jay & King, when the Mans own letters, published 
by himself, contain ideas exactly the same with the 
publication objected to. And so nineteenth twentieths 
of the Americans will surely agree. You know that 
once a french Minister (Duke de Choiseul) wishing to 
gratify a paltry malice, obtained a declaration from a 
french Academy that Imperial Majesty was not good 
french — Armed with this authority the Minister re- 
fused, what the rest of Europe granted, to acknowledge 
that Title assumed by the present Empress of Russia — 
Perhaps the Jacobins in France have obtained from 
the same respectable source a Commission for the 
Delegate declaring that he alone understands our lang- 
uage & that it must be presumption in any to discover 

1 The four preceding words are substituted for “impudence” 
erased. 
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similar ideas where there may be any difference or dis- 
similitude of language : It being known to all who 
understand English, especially to the Possessor of the 
above commission, that no two english words can be 
found that convey the same idea. This point being 
secured, if any American shall presume to understand 
his native language, and to discover in the Delegates 
publication the very ideas precisely, tho differently 
worded, & more larded with Sophistry ; he shall for 
his audacity be prosecuted by the Attorney General of 
the U. S. under a Mandamus from the self erected 
Foreign Sovereign of this Union. We have already 
seen attempts made & proposals come forward to en- 
gross the time of Congress, of the federal Court, & of 
other Courts with the frivolous fancies of this delegate. 
In fact, I believe that nothing in diplomatic history 
can be found, equal to the public disturbance that has 
been excited by this man ; who, when first he arrived 
here, found such universal and cordial attachment to 
his Nation ; that the enthusiasm was so boundless as to 
carry the people into a practise new & equally im- 
proper, that was, to carry Addresses to the Plenipo- 
tentiary ; a practise that he knows, is not in use among 
the most polished & civilized Nations of Europe. 
But this person, even before his credentials were pre- 
sented & admitted, whilst yet no more than a private 
Man, began to assume powers & practises that nothing 
could justify, a 1 rude and violent breach of hospitality, 
that being practised here, in a Neutral Country afforded 
Causa belli to all the powers at war with France — 
This he either knew, or ought to have known, to be 
in direct opposition to his duty. It is very remarkable 
that two American Citizens, Hodge & Cunninghame, 
were imprisoned in France in the year 1776 or 77 for 
doing the same thing — to wit for fitting out a Privateer 

1 Substituted for “ being a ” erased. 
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in France, & they were compelled to deliver up their 
prizes to the English. The commerce of these South- 
ern States nearly ruined by the piracies of these 
Vessels — These things, & the extravagant & bound- 
less indecencies offered to the Government were causes 
equal to the extraordinary effect that has taken place 
— to wit the detestation of every unruined & impartial 
American nearly. I have troubled you so far, because 
we have been used to discourse of politics together, & 
because I solemnly think the dignity & independence 
of our Country is committed unless proper measures 
are taken with this Man — 

I shall be glad to have your opinion which always hath 
great weight with me. Pray is it true as suggested in 
the Newspapers that the Misbehavior of the Plenepo 
caused him to be driven from Poland ? 

The Presidents Speech appears to me to be well con- 
ceived, considering the factious fractious spirit with 
which some among us appear to be animated, it was 
certainly wise to take the judgement of Congress, 
which judgement, although it will not stop the Ravings 
of some evil Spirits, it will render their effusions harm- 
less — Indeed they are pretty much so at present, altho 
the Press has teemed here (under the Signitures of 
Agricola, plain Republican, true Republican &c &c ) 1 2 


TO RICHARD BLAND LEE 2 

Chantilly febr 5^ 1794 

My Dear Sir. 

Your very friendly and flattering Letter, has been 
three posts in my possession ; yet such has been the 

1 The remainder of the Ms. is missing. 

2 L. S. Shippen Collection. Addressed to him at Philadelphia. 
He was a Representative to Congress from Virginia. 
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situation of my health, that tho’ I felt continually the 
deepest regret at not being able to Answer it by each 
post as the day came, I could not execute my wishes — 
Non sum qualis eram is Indeed true with me. The 
operations of the mind deeply affect my feble frame, 
so that mental processes are with me necessarily slow. 
Altho’ at a time, and under circumstances, of life, when 
other Men as well as Solomon discovers the vanity of 
Earthly things, yet it is not easy to be quite unaffected 
by the judgment, that an able man shall form of ones 
conduct & character. You are certainly not mistaken 
in your opinion that I love my Country — This pas- 
sion (if it may be so called) has been deeply engraved 
upon my mind soon after it became capable of reflec- 
tion. And perhaps it may be owing to this love of 
my Country with opportunities of knowledge furnished 
by long & attentive public service together with that 
period of life when Confidence is a plant of slow growth ; 
that I politically differ from some persons whose opin- 
ion on any other occasion would command the most 
respectful attention. I confess myself happy to find 
among nine out of xo with whom I have had an oppor- 
tunity of conversing a similarity of oppinion concerning 
the fittest course that the U. S. may pursue in the 
actual state of their political affairs. I solemnly think 
it must be difficult for Men who really love their 
Country, who are of independent Circumstances who 
are candid, temperate & sensible, to vary much in 
Judgment. Observe a strict and faithful neutrality — 
Justly offend none — And let these be scrupulously 
& steadily enforced within the limits of the U. States, 
which 1 was most wisely & seasonably enjoyned by the 
Presidents Proclamation. When the passions of men 
run high, when the jealousy of Nations is great beyond 
former examples ’tis certainly not the Season for partial, 

1 Substituted for “ this ” erased. 
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oppressive, & hostile Commercial Regulations to be 
legalized by us, in favor of some & hurtful to others 
of the Belligerent Powers. Partialities at all times 
give offence, generalities seldom do — In a discussion 
of this kind I profess that I know no country but the 
U. S. and their true, certain & general interest, not their 
intemperate passions, or partial views with respect to 
advantages of one part, over another of the Union. 
In the ordinary affairs of Jurisprudence ; conjectures, 
suspicions, circumstances unnaturally forced into union 
by heated imaginations are not proofs upon which 
the justice of Courts is administered — Far less, it 
should be supposed, may such shadows be substantiated 
into proofs for bringing War the schorge of Nations, 
upon our country, yet having under the oppressive 
load of debt created by the last War. The Historian 
of Queen Elizabeth mentions to her praise, that when 
she received real injuries from any of her Neighbors, 
she urged no complaints presently but diligently pro- 
ceeded to fill her Exchequer to be compitent in Men 
& Ships, when & not till then did she demand un- 
equivical redress, or her Resentment was quickly 
followed with effectual blows. I observe it is a funda- 
mental with Mons* Genets Masters to take cc Steps to 
Act effecatiously against Eng 4 ? & Spain” — And they 
have my full & free consent to exert all their powers 
for this purpose, abstaining from the practice of Every 
Art to draw us into a Ruinous War, where everything 
may be lost & nothing can posibly be gained — And 
why, because the instructions say that we are an Object 
with these powers as well as them — Probabilities then, 
are to Excite our Zeal in entering upon a War that 
must inevitably put our existence, as a free people, to 
the most eminent hazard. But really the conduct of 
the french Partizans in this business is to plunge us 
into this most fatal & unnecessary War by every 
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possible art, Flectere si nequeo superos Acheronta 
rnovebo. If a majority see not the propriety — of 
engaging in War (with many puisant Nations) without 
money Men, Ships or Munitions of war — at a time 
when the debts of last War are not yet sufficiently pro- 
vided for — when we are borrowing from Peter to pay 
Paul, & when we are sorely pressed by this very National 
Assembly. (That would, have us sacrifice every thing 
for them) to pay most scrupuously (sic) the money 
charged to us by the late government of France, and of 
which a great part was paid in France to French con- 
tractors very oppressively & uselessly to us in such 
military stores as were literally good for nothing. 
When such powerful prohibition stare them in the face, 
the business must be next assayed by circuitous 1 not 
direct modes — Associations and partial great oppres- 
sions are by law to be placed upon the Nations particu- 
larly denounced by the french Assembly. At a moment 
when the most stupid cant fail to see that the Design 
goes Directly to benefit one party in the War & to injure 
others in direct violation of nutrality. If this, in 
temperate times would be considered only in the light 
of malignent ill will, in the present temper of Mind 
that so unfortunately prevails, I much doubt if it would 
not be deemed Causa belli. But ’tis said this is merely 
a commercial Regulation to benefit our own Trade by 
affecting that of others. It is unlucky for this argu- 
ment that this same plan has been already rejected by 
Congress at a time when no such hurtful & Malign 
partiality was reasonably to be Charged upon it — And 
when the thing itself is a mere theoretic opinion ; 
when great numbers as well instructed upon this subject 
as the projectors of the plan, consider it a Measure at 
present, & which for a great length of time must be, fatal 
to Southern Agriculture — I have no Doubt but that 

1 Written over “circumstances,” the latter part of which is erased. 
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our Trade is highly 1 beneficial to Great Britain. As 
little do I Doubt of the British, Trade being greatly use- 
ful to Southern Agriculture ; which must languish and 
be fatally Discouraged by any measure that should de- 
prive us of that Trade. Commerce is a subject of too 
delicate a nature to be coerced by the Theoretic ideas 
of bookish men — I suppose it will be granted that 
no nation better understands. Commerce than the 
English — And I think it may of them be affirmed 
with truth, that they make no essential changes in their 
Commerce by law, without consulting with Merchants 
of the greatest probity 2 & experience in the United 
kingdom — They dont depend on knowledge drawn 
alone from their Libraries, So that the judgment of a 
very great statesman (Richelieu) is not here a censure 
upon them — *The Cardinal says cc La capacite des 
Conseillers ne requert pas une capacite pedantesque, il 
n’y a rien de plus dangereux pour TEtat que ceux qui 
veulent gouverner les Royaumes par les maximes qu’ils 
tirent de leurs livres. Ils les ruinent souvent tout-a- 
fait par ce moyen .” 3 The present, as you very properly 
state it, is a most interesting scene — A conduct sin- 
cerely void of offence to any of the Warring powers 
by observing a true & honest Neutrality — And if 
such proofs are produced of injury offered by other 
Nations as a good & wise man would think deserved 
National vengeance firm & Decent remonstrances 
accompanied by such proofs, if they failed of success, 
would put such offenders so palpably in the wrong as 
to justify the strongest measures on our part in the 
Judgment of Mankind — It is surely a very great 
advantage in War to have a United Nation & the 

1 Written over “ greatly.” 

2 The word ** Ability” is here erased. 

3 This entire passage from the asterisk is in the handwriting of 
Richard Henry Lee, but the rest of the letter is written by an amanuensis. 
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good opinion of Mankind attending our measures. 
But whether directly, or by means more remote, we 
engage in or provoke a War and under the actual 
circumstances of the U. States I am slow in thinking 
that a quarter of our Countrymen would go along 
with the promoters of such a war, & Impartial nations 
might find reason to censure our want of policy & 
humanity. You may judge therefore, my dear Sir, 
that thinking as I do, it gives me 1 pain to find it your 
opinion that “ it seems to be uncertain Whether the 
folly & wickedness of the Courts of Great Britain 
& Spain — The intemperance of France, or our own 
want of patience & moderation will not produce so 
calamitous an event ” ! The interest of the two 
former above all the nations of the Earth, is so 
obviously & powerfully opposed to war with us, 
that I should think Credulity personified, would not 
entertain the idea of these nations desiring such a 
War — The two last causes stated by you are of a 
nature more serious. Yet I have so strong a reliance 
on the patriotic wisdom & firmness of our Executive — 
And upon the Patriotism goodsense, & penetration 
of a very great Majority of the good people of this 
Union, as to entertain no Idea that any measure 
direct or indirect, will be suffered to take effect that 
may possibly produce so calamitous an event as you 
very properly term the ruinous business. I have 
already observed that in a discussion of this kind I 
know no Country but the United States & Also, 
that particular powers were specially denounced by 
the french Assembly — Pursuing the first idea, I shall 
at all times consider Truth & true Reflections as my 
Proper guides, regardless of any mistakes or intem- 
perance that may influence contrary opinions. The 
second will be found to result from the very extraor- 

1 The word “ great 99 is here erased* 
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dinary instructions published by M* Genet. I trust 
that I am too well known in these States for it to be 
unknown that so long as War existed between these 
States & Great Britain the latter had not a more 
determined foe than myself — . Since peace has been 
concluded I have endeavored in all my public conduct 
to shew that I disapprove a hostile mind in peace. 
I confess I know not how otherwise peace shall ever take 
place between Nations once unfortunately at War — 
Yet it is well known that there are always numbers on 
both sides who on such occassions, for Private in- 
terest, (tho* formidable only for diligence in wicked 
intrigue) exert every talent they possess to keep up 
the ball of enmity, expecting thereby wealth & honours 
due only to virtue & ability. It is an old observation 
that family feuds & Civil wars are with most difficulty 
removed & friendship Restored; it may therefore be 
supposed, that from this cause, & the wicked agency 
above stated that much ill-will rankeled in the Breasts 
of some on both sides, after the peace, which in all 
probability has so long prevented an accommodation 
reasonable, just, & satisfactory to both Countries — I 
must confess that since Mf Adams demanded the 
delivery of the posts and the Answer of the British 
Ministry, with the subsequent Measures of Congress 
thereupon I did suppose that Court sincerely de- 
termined to Deliver the Posts up so soon as the Laws 
restraining the recovery of B. Debts should be re- 
moved — At least the sincerity of that Court would 
have been brought to the Test. — I believe this ob- 
jection was never removed until last Fall when I 
hear the Federal Court gave judgments for such debts 
& it is rumered that the British are now busily build- 
ing forts in their own Territory near ours — which 
looks like a Design of complying with their Faith 
engaged — When I was in the public Counsels I 
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remember many accounts of Indian hostility encour- 
aged, protected & aided by the B. Government. I 
also remember that upon enquiery these changes were 
contradicted & I never heard of their being veryfied — 
The Algerines I well know have Wared on our 
Trade from the commencement of our Independence — 
But allow me to ask if they do not the same upon 
the Commerce of Europe where annual Stipends are 
not paid — And these stipends very unwillingly paid 
by many Nations far our superior now in Naval force. 
I have understood that France & G. Britain are the 
two general supporters of these infamous Pirates, 
nothing to their honour I confess. With respect to 
any late urging of Algiers against us or fomenting 
of Indian hostility I know nothing but I have been 
informed by respectable authorities of our own that 
we were treated with great civility & respect by the 
British during the late Indian Treaty. — I do very 
well recollect that whilst I was in Congress, & Com- 
mercial partialities similar to those now under con- 
sideration were proposed, a Gentleman produced from 
the English Statute book a variety of cases in which 
the Trade of the United States was favored in G. 
Britain beyond that of any other Nation. The W. 
Indies indeed is not open to our carrying Trade, but are 
we much better treated by France ? I do not know that 
we are — Soon after the revolution in France we heard 
it was proposed to Extend privileges to our Trade with 
the West Indies but has it been done ? the Instructions 
say that if we will enter into a War with almost all 
the powers in Europe (for I think that warring with 
two of these 1 Allies is warring with the Whole) we 
shall have privileges in the West Indies made at 
some time or other, & to an Extent not mentioned — 
A shadow truly for a very weighty substance — 

1 Substituted for “three” erased. 
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With respect to spain, you seem to think that the 
Conduct of that Court relative to the Navigation of the 
Mississippi is new — Look if you please at the Secret 
Journals of Congress in 1786 & onwards — you will 
there find it to be an Original objection on their part, & 
it seems to grow out of a National jealousy extended to 
all Nations, against any nearer approximation to their 
Southern Riches — But this instance excepted, I know 
of no Nation that has more uniformly shewn these States 
friendship & Respect. I remember, that in our great- 
est adversity, when Congress was compelled in Winter 
1776 to leave Phil? for Baltimore we had authentic in- 
formation that Spain by an Edict permited our Priva- 
teers to Carry their prizes into Spain — When later in 
the following year the French commited Hodge & 
Cunninghame two American Citizens to prison for 
bringing their Prizes into France & made them Deliver 
them up to the English — We know that early in the 
War, upon an application of Gen! Lee the spanyards 
granted us the aid we desired — The General friendly 
conduct of Spain to the U. States evidently arises from 
her interest to be well with us and as far as I was ac- 
quainted with their Conduct whilst I was engaged in 
public affairs, that Court appeared to me to under- 
stand this policy & to act upon it. A change in the 
political conduct of these Nations at this time becoming 
more enomical 1 to us, is so irreconcilable to common 
sense, to say nothing of the policy of the measure, that 
really it seems to me to demand the most clear and 
unequivocal proof of facts alleged in the first place, an 
explanation of such change of conduct desired ; & 
finally a due consideration of the nature of the. Charges 
if proved whether they be of such a nature as directly 
or indirectly to justify War, the greatest of all civil 
calamities. — And to us at this time, certain ruin. 

1 Inimical. 
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Perhaps a solution of these charges against Spain & 
England, & the wonderful industry with which they 
have been propogated, may be found in the policy of 
the French Rulers. — To ask us to go to war at once 
with 5 powerful nations of Europe might be in vain, 
but two of the 5 have unsetled Disputes with the U. 
States which perhaps rankling a little in the mind will 
cause more easy credence to charges propagated & 
give a greater facility to procuring War Direct or cir- 
cuitously against two, as it may not be immediately 
reflected on, that in a War like this, to quarrel with 
one is to War with all. — The probability of this arises 
from the instructions where it is said, “ We have at 
this moment a particular interest in taking steps to act 
efficatiously against England & Spain, we ought to 
excite by all possible means the Zeal of the Americans 
&c°. the reasons to be sure are strong for that 

being, “ a great people we should suspend our Com- 
mercial & political Interest & establish a mutual 
understanding — ” We are indeed tempted by 

Reward promised & which fairly translated into 
English may read thus, We have in the zenith of our 
Madness made War upon all the powers of Europe 
nearly, we have no allies but the Americans whose 
duty & interest it is to make common cause with us in 
warring against the World whether they have good 
cause for doing so or not or whether they may ruin 
themselves or not by such a procedure, for have we not 
for some years talked of granting them benefits in their 
commerce with our West India possessions, tho the 
actual state of Europe may raise impediments to this 
agreement so that neither quantum or time of granting 
can now be stated still you must, Cit" Genet, urge the 
Americans to War & make it a condition sine qua non 
of their enjoying this essential & very beneficial com- 
merce that they shall guarrantee the possessions of the 
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French Nation in the W. Indies for it nearly concerns 
the peace & prosperity of the French Nation, that 
a people, whose resources increase beyond all calcula- 
tion and whom nature has placed so near our rich 
Colonies, should become compelled by their own en- 
gagement to defend these Islands. They perhaps may 
not at present discover how cirtainly such a guar- 
antee must produce immediate War & will probably 
be the cause in Future times of other expencive Wars 
which their present situation would never produce — 
But the great Trade will make them relish this, as they 
probably cannot see that our conduct with these 
Ilands has been such that in all human probability 
neither Ourselves, or they thro’ our means will be per- 
mitted to trade there. In very truth I think these 
Instructions are as complete & complex an insult upon 
the honour & understanding of the U. States as could 
possibly be exhibited, and such as I sincerely believe 
no nation upon Earth but the present rulers of the 
French capable of exhibiting. Upon what ground is 
it presumptiously said that a due observation of the 
17. 21. 22 articles of the Treaty of Commerce will cause 
the french Vessels to, “ have at their disposal all the Ports 
of the U. States & the provisions with which they abound.” 
or why is that insulting threat introduced if these arti- 
cles were not adhered to seeing that not the smallest 
attempt to violate them had ever been made. It is 
not usual to threaten nations with a scourge if they 
should behave ill in the opinion of others. Instruc- 
tions having thus provided Citizen Genette with pow- 
erful inducements growing out of great profered 
.rewards (as before stated) and authorized him to allarm 
our fears with threatened punishments they conceive 
they have already secured a declaration of Warr against 
the powers of Europe with whom we have no quarrel : 
They next proceed to provide their Citizen amply 
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with Letters of mark & Commissions for Officers to 
be employed in the United States for equiping Vessels 
of War & raising Troops, taking care at the same time 
to charge Mt Genette vigorously to prevent in the 
american Ports all equipments unless upon account of the 
french Nation. The Sun would sett before I should 
finish the observations that naturally flow from this 
absurd mass of insolence & selfishness. I had intended 
to have made some observations on M? Genette, but 
as he is so shortly to be recalled lett him take the 
fate that awaits him. I cannot however my friend 
help observing that you seem to think this Man only 
followed his instructions & that the latter appear 
designed only to draw us nearer to the authors of 
them. I think it may at least be said on the Agent 
that he was the harsh & premature executor of harsh 
& unwarrantable orders. That this drawing nearer 
may aptly be compared to a drowning Man out of 
friendship ketching at another no ways in danger & 
huging him closely to save them both from drowning. 
Upon the whole suffer me again to repeat that if we 
mean to be happy & flourishing we should carefully 
keep out of this Warr, offend none be civil to all. 

I should be much obliged to you for informing me 
by return of Post if Mf Richard Wells lately Casshiere 
of the Bank of North America is alive & now in that 
office, & if so to present my compliments to him & 
ask him if he received a Letter from me dated 
Dec- 1 6- 1793 to which I have never received an answer 
but shall thank him for one immediately ; also to my 
friend Tench Cox Esqf Commissioner of the revenue 
& know if he has received my Letter of the ao~ 
Dec- 1793 to which no answer has been received & that 
I shall much thank him for one as soon as convenient. 
Please to inform me upon what terms you can pur- 
chase for me twenty pounds of the best Hyson Tea 
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that if I like them I may send you a Bank Check, 
trusting to your goodness to buy it for me & send it 
as may hereafter be directed. I am to pray your 
indulgence for employing an Amanuensis the state 
of my health not permitting me to write myself. *The 
Newspaper must remain until we know What your 
high Mightinesses intend to do in this business — 
Whether as our good President recommends, facilitate 
the dispersion of N. papers, or entirely Stop their 
progress thro the Union — As the Report of the 
Committee, if agreed to will certainly I think, effect — 
The papers of any consequence are daily papers, the 
same rate of Postage continued will render these very 
opressive. And what must enevitably give general 
disturbance the Congress becoming Collectors for the 
Printers 8c demanding of the Subscribers six Months 
pay 8c Postage whether the Papers shall 1 ever be sent 
or not. I am Dear Sir yours with affection 8c sincerity. 


TO THOMAS LEE SHIPPEN 2 

Chantilly feb7 12^ 1794 

Dear Nephew, 

Such is the weak state of my health, 8c so greatly 
does writing disturb me, that I am compelled to em- 
ploy an Amanuensis for the purpose of acknowledging 
the receipt of your Letter of January the 1 8 - last. I 
will again begin with what relates to yourself and 
assure you that I lament exceedingly the unfortunate 
cause of your confinement. As you state the Abscess 
to be unconnected with the rectum, it seems to me 
that your Father is perfectly right in not risking the 

1 The portion of the letter between the asterisk and the numeral is 
in Richard Henry Lee’s handwriting. 

2 L. S. Shippen Collection. 
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division of that intestine. As you say that your Sur- 
geons have opened to the bottom the Sinuses that 
were formed in different parts of the Ulcer, I make no 
doubt that if they found these cavities fistulous that 
care has been taken effectually to remove any callocity 
with which these cavities may have been lined ; without 
which it seems impossible that any reunion of parts 
can ever take place. Should there be no fistula formed 
within I see no impropriety in the opperation proposed 
by your father. This however looks much like the 
Rhetorician descanting on the art of War before 
Hannibal. I consider your father as the first Surgeon 
in America & therefore should not have gone so far on 
this subject had I not relied on his goodness for pardon. 
As a Physician he knows well that whilst the Surgeon 
is at work the Doctor must be idle. The Blood, I 
take it, must be essentially attended to; & he will 
judge whether Murcury in its best & most effectual 
forms of exhibition, together with such other medicines 
as act in the Same line ; with a regulated diet, may not 
be indispensably necessary. 

With respect to Politicks it seems to me that your 
zeal for liberty prevents you from so quickly discern- 
ing the true state of things. I too love Liberty, but 
it is a regulated Liberty, so that the ends & principles 
of society may not be disturbed by the fury of a Mob 
or by the art, cunning, and industry of wicked, vicious 
& avaricious Men. Do you really think that the 
present rulers in france, are contending for liberty ? 
or will you conclude with me, upon reflection, that 
they care not a groat for Liberty any further than as a 
great noise about it may conduce to their acquisition 
of wealth & power. It is impossible that so sacred a 
thing as liberty can ever be necessarily supported by 
assassination, murder, deceit, plunder and every species 
of wickedness that the mind of Man has hitherto been 
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supposed capable of possessing. As for M- Genet he 
appears to me to be the wicked Servant of wicked 
Masters, that he has exceeded the bounds of his most 
insolent instructions will I fancy fully appear from his 
commissions granted for levying Troops within the 
United States without the consent of Government & 
granting Commissions to Privateers before he was the 
acknowledged Minister from that Country to this. I 
heartily wish the French as much Liberty as they can 
bare but I do not beleive that the present rulers design 
it for them therefore I hope that in Gods good time 
they will all be hanged. 

Disputes with your father about anything I never 
designed, I love him abundantly too much for that, & 
now I propose that he shall pay to you the few demands 
that you have against my Brother Arthurs Estate & 
that each of us shall give acquittances to the other for 
any demands whatsoever that either have against the 
other on my Brother Arthurs acc 1 . As soon as your 
health permits I beg the favour of your attention to 
the following subjects. As a Lawyer I will give you 
a fee of six Guineas for conducting & finishing the 
following business for me with M- Jared Ingersol. A 
certain M- Josephson “(I think) became indebted to 
my Brother Arthur £$oo f or the payment of which a 
certain I. Young of Philadelphia mortgaged to my 
Brother his house & Lot in your City, which house 
& Lot was indisputably of more value than the fs° 0 
for which it was mortgaged ; this Bond & mortgage 
was by my Brother put into the hands of M- Ingersol 
to get foreclosed, & which was foreclosed (I think) in the 
year 1790 and an execution was taken upon that Judg- 
ment which according to the constant proceedings in 
such cases should have caused a sale to have been 
made of Youngs house and Lot; M- Lees debt, 
Principal Interest & costs of suit, fully paid; & 
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the balance 1 remaining if any, paid to M r Young ; but 
nothing like this has been done. Instead of paying in 
the first place M* Lees principal, interest, & Costs he 
has paid on all these three accounts only ^480: 17:0. 
leaving a ballanceas stated by M- A. Lee of 27:1 9:0 
which acc- I sent to M- Ingersol without having 
entered into the calculations upon which it was 
founded. But it appears now, that M - Lee by his 
account, in calculating 6 Years Interest at 6 PCent 
has charged only ^150 instead of /180 which the 
Interest then really amounted to, thereby increasing 
the ballance due at that time ^30 so that with interest 
since that time the ballance due will really be now 
more than £ 160 pounds Pensylvania money. For 
your better information I now send you a Copy of the 
acc-' stated by Lee & sent to MF Ingersol, as also 
an account stated upon the principles on which it 
ought to stand. Since M 5 Lees death I have written 
two or three Letters to M- I ngersol & have received 
answers by no means satisfactory to me, In one of 
which however he says, that a ballance is due from 
Young which he thinks Young is able to pay. I can- 
not imagine what business Young has now with the 
matter, seeing that either M 1 - Lees money should long 
since have been fully paid him or the Sheriff upon the 
execution have sold Youngs house & Lot, so that the 
Sherif not Young seems to be the Man with whom 
we have now to do. M- Ingersol in his last Letter to 
me, near a twelve month ago, desired from me an 
authority to proceed, he did the same to my Son when 
in Philad* & received authority from him altho’ he 
had previously received it from me & in both cases 
promissing to write to me on the subject which, how- 
ever he has not done, & so the matter now rests. 
Again my dear Nephew I repeat that if you will get 

1 The words “ if any ” are here inserted and erased. 
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this matter fully & finally settled for me & my 
money lodged as a deposit for my use in the Bank of 
North America you have my free consent to deduct Six 
Guineas as a fee for your trouble. I must not omit to 
say from the papers in my possession that this 
M- Young appears to be a shifty, intrigueing Man by 
whose maneuvres it may possibly happen that the house 
& Lot has never been sold ; but this is the look out of 
the Sherif who had the execution. There is no doubt 
but you may find upon the record of the proper Court 
Youngs Bond & Morgage, with the process previous 
to the foreclosure, the subsequent judgment & execu- 
tion, with the Sheriffs return upon the latter. You 
will I doubt not as you promise attend to the Pas- 
yunk Land. Please civily to press M 1 Cox & M- 
Rich- Wells for answers to my Letters written to each 
of them in Dec- last. I am very happy to hear that 
M- Shippen * is so auspecicously [sic] advanced I 
hope every happiness will attend the completion of her 
work. My love to all my Relations & respects to 
my friends whom you know I esteem as such 
1 1 am very sincerely my dear 
Nephew your affectionate Uncle. 

We expect with pleasure your visit here as you pass 
thro Virginia 

P.S. — I request you will inform me whether you 
have been charged Postage for the last Letter I wrote 
you as well as on this as I have paid it on both. — 

1 The portion of the letter between the asterisk and the index num- 
ber is in the handwriting of Richard Henry Lee. 
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TO [THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES]! 
[george Washington] 

Chantilly March the 8* 1794 

Dear Sir, 

Not having enjoyed one days health since I had the 
honor of seeing you at Shuters hill, and closely con- 
fined at home , 2 I knew not until yesterday that MI H. 
Muse the Collector of Rappahannock had put his 
place in jeopardy by a conduct certainly very full of 
danger to the public affairs. A young Man of the 
same name and family has requested me to lay before 
you the reputation for fitness rightly to discharge the 
duties of this Office that he has acquired by doing the 
business of it for a considerable time past. That if 
you have not one more worthy in view he may have a 
chance to find favor with you. DoctI Brokenbrough 
who lives in the Town where Mf Lawrence Muse has 
kept the Office ; and whose judgement and opinion, I 
think, deserve attention, writes thus to me, “ If I had 
not been well satisfied of his merit, I should not have 
taken this liberty ; but I know him to be a young 
Man of strict integrity, and that his abilities in this 
Line are at least equal to any persons on Rappahan- 
nock” — My brother Frank of Menoken, who is not 
much disposed to give characters writes me “ This 
young Man is generally very well spoken of, particularly 
for his dilligence and punctuality ” It is true that I 
have not had much business with him, but at such 
times he has appeared expert and clever. Were I 
called upon to give my opinion concerning the late 
Malversation in that Office I think I could venture to 

! A. L. S. Library of Congress, Washington Correspondence, 
LXXX. 1 1 3. 

2 Lee died June 19, 1794, at his home, Chantilly. 
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say that I judged this person to have had no concern 
in the affair. I have spoken with him concerning his 
ability to give adequate security. Upon this point he 
appears to have no difficulty. 

I am very happy to hear of Genets recall. And 
hope it may prove a lesson to others, however justified 
by instructions, or seeming to be so, that they may 
not with impunity trample upon all the forms of 
decency and respect, that have hitherto been practised 
in the World. 

Is it possible that there can be any rational proof of 
the Court of London intriguing with Algiers and Portu- 
gal to hound out the former against our Trade. In any 
way that I can view the subject I cannot see the great 
interest that stimulate 1 a conduct so unjustifiable, so 
contrary to Neutrality, and at a peculial [sic] crisis too, 
when our friendship not our enmity is to be desired. 
It is chiefly flour and grain that are sent to the South 
of Europe, in which articles, I believe, we have not the 
smallest competition with G. Britain. At the same 
time that the profits of this Trade enable our Mer- 
chants to pay for the immensity of British Manu- 
factures that Mess!® Jefferson & Madison say we 
import from thence. I confess that I do not by any 
means approve the Trade Resolves introduced to 
Congress by the latter. They appear to me to be 
partial, vefy illtimed, and totally unnecessary. Be- 
cause, the fact, (admitting it to be one, on which this 
whole Theory is built, and when by the bye Theories 
& the practise of Commerce have seldom agreed well) 
of our Commerce being so very highly beneficial to G. 
Britain as is stated, this fact, from the nature of things, 
must be continually increasing ; so as to put the 
Gainers greatly too much in our power to permit them 
the idea of refusing our reasonable desires. 

J The word such” is here erased. 
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And this without proceeding, at a time and in a 
manner, evidently to shew a prejudiced, hostile temper 
of mind. But what astonishes me is, to see so many 
of our Virginia Representatives voting for this most 
pernicious policy ! For certainly Virginia will feel the 
ruinous consequences of this Crambo Trade fatally and 
quickly. I hope your goodness will excuse my writ- 
ing so much on this subject — The plan has often 
engaged the public attention, and been generally 
reprobated. 

The Newspapers tell us that the present .Minister 
of France condemns in toto the conduct of his prede- 
cessor, and in the same unlimited manner approves 
the proceeding of our government especially in what 
relates to our avoiding War. That he is right in both 
these points is incontestable. But attending to all we 
have seen, what consistent judgement can be formed to 
reconcile such contrarieties. I here lay aside the Crafty, 
deep and intricate politics that have distinguished the 
genius of France thro all the Annals of history ; by 
which she has duped so many Nations for her own 
advantage, and to their great injury. I have never 
heard it denied or doubted but that the instructions 
published by Genet were the genuine orders of his 
Masters, and altho in his conduct you discover the 
furious Zeal of a mad Precursor, yet it is impossible 
not to see thro the whole of the instructions the most 
decided determination to put us into the War by every 
possible means. The words of the instructions are, “we 
ought to excite by all possible means the Zeal of the 
Americans” &c &c Fortunately, very fortunately for 
these States, the Wisdom and Patriotism, firmness & 
vigilance of our Government hath frustrated the de- 
structive design. But it is possible that this Minister 
can speak the sentiments of his Masters when he 
approves the condemnation of what they so warmly & 
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evidently desired. It is here again lucky for us that 
we are fairly put upon our guard against all the Arts 
and Detours of the subtlest policy. 

The success & happiness of the United States is our 
care, and if the nations of Europe approve War, we 
surely may be permitted to cultivate the arts of peace. 
And it is really a happiness to reflect that if War should 
befall us, our Government will not promote it ; but 
give cause to all who venerate humanity to revere the 
Rulers here. 

I beg leave to present my best respects, and those 
of this family to your Lady. I have the honor to be 
dear Sir with the most respectful sentiments of affection 
esteem your friend & Servant. 


S83 
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23m., 240m, 24m. 256m, 26m., 27on., 
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Ball, Spencer Mottrom, I. 65, II. 270, 
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Balmain, I. 72 
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30811.; delegate, I. 408 
Bankhead, Dr,, I. 188 
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Bavaria, dispute concerning division <>f, 
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the Emperor, II. 352, 355 
Baylor, Col. George, I. 440, II* *9 2 
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Berryman, William, I. 24m 
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Beverley, II. 418 
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Bigarre, M., I. 377 
Billeting Act, I, 27 
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Bingham, William, I. 24b 262, 264, 267, 
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Blackwell, I. 7b 298 
Blackwell, Capt., I, 55, 120, 123 
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Blake, 11. 12 2, 30 2 
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Bland, Col. Richard, l. 225 
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Bland Papers, I. 3030. 
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11.523 .. 
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Bollan, William, circular letter to, L 1 25 - 
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Bondfield, II. 511, 5* 2 
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Bound Brook, engagement at, I. 274. 
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Browne, Edward, I. 148 
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Brunswick, N. J., operators at, I. 245, 
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Buckner, Richard, I. 23m 
Bull, Frederick, I. 101 
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Burgoyne, Gen. John, I. 313, 314; 
movements of, I. 206, 286, 315, 317, 
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render of, I. 339, 34°, 342, 344, 359, H* 
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parole, I. 404 
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Burke, Thomas, of committee, II. 5 2 n. 
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436, 438, 455, II. 34 
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Camden, Lord (Charles Pratt), I. 41, 45, 
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22-25, 36, 38, 69-70, 92, 394. 
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I- 249 

Campbell, Col. William, II. 209, 2x2 
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gress with, I, 132, 159, 161, 166; op- 
erations in, I. 153, 163, 167-168, 173, 
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Capital, fixing of, II. 499, 500, 520-521, 
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ments of, I. 1 61, 233, 274, 279, 286, 
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Carlisle, Earl of (Frederick Howard), 
peace commissioner, I. 412 
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Carr, W., I. 87, 196 
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Carroll, Daniel, II. 535 
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Carter, Edward, I. 98 
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Carter, R. Wormley, letter to, II. 281 
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217, 222, 306 
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Chase, Samuel, I. 408, II. 178 
Chatham, Earl of (William Pitt), I. 41 J 
resignation of, I. 3 3 ; portrait of, I. 36, 
37, 76; speech of, I. 316; death of, I. 
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Chesapeake Bay, operations in, I, 266, 
445, II. 75, 160 

Chester, Bishop of, II. 418, 429 
Chilton, Capt., I. 74, 86, 96, 209, II. 189, 
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Chilton, Capt. Stephen, I. 60, 74 
Chilton, Thomas, I. 2311. 

Chhnbre, frigate, I. 425 
China, trade, II. 360, 366 
Christian, Col. William, expedition of, I. 
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Cinque Ports, II. 159 
Clark, Col. George Rogers, II. 57 
Clinton, Gov. George, II. 367 
Clinton, Gen, Sir Henry, I. 195; move- 
ments of, I. 169, 235, 330, 401, 419, 
435, 44°, II. 39, 43, 70, 129, 130, 170. 
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proclamation of, II. 225 
Clinton, Gen. James, movements of, I. 
3x8 

Cockcril, Capt., I. 121 
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II. 125; letters to, I. 231, 241, 258, 
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I. 269, 293, 294, II. 89, no, 133; 
neglect complained of by, I. 308; sup- 
port of, t. 403 ; despatches for, T. 407 
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Committee of Safety, I. 158, 169, 181, 
184, 185 

Committee of Secret Correspondence, 
letters from, I. 231, 241, 243, 258, 261 ; 
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Committee of the States, II. 348 
Committees of Congress, II. 52m ; letters 
from, I. 270, '340, 34r, 346 
Confederacy , frigate, II. 75, 81, 158 
Confederation, I. 308, 314, 319, 354, 360- 
361, II. 200, 214, 215, 284, 287, 306, 
319, 344, 345, 379; ratification of, I. 
37i, 373, 380, 391, 417, 418, 427, 430, 
452, II. 48, 201 ; revision of, It. 307 
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proceedings, II. 485, 487, 489-490, 
496, 498-499, So o, SOI, 518, 520, 52 2, 
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I. 124, 138; situation in, I. x 35; 
troops, I. 137; supplies from, I. 14b, 
154; operations in, I. 281; Tories, I, 
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governor of, II. 3x611., 35m. 

Connecticut Couratii, II. 108 

Connecticut Historical Society, I. 15411. 

Connecticut State Library, II. 350m 

Connolly, Lieut.-Col. John, I. 156, 165, 

II. 25, 26 

Constitution, observations upon the, 
II. 438-441, 442x1., 444-447, 440-455, 
457-458, 460-463, 466-480 ; amend- 
ments to, II. 496, 499, 500, 501-502, 
504-508, 524 

Continental army, I. x8t, 182, 207, 248, 
250, 255, 258-260, 266, 269, 274, 292, 
296, 306, 322, 362-363, 4i7, 443, 11* 
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Continental Congress, proposed, I. tn - 
1x3, 1x6, 117; proceedings, 1. 123-124, 
136, 137, 138, 143, 145-146, 150, *61, 
162, 166, 170, 179, 181, 185, 187, 193, 
218, 219, 224, 225, 228, 236, 238-243, 
250, 258-250, 279, 281, 290, 292, 320, 
337, 346, 355, 364, 389, 397, 4«3, 4®4* 
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320, 342, 358, 361, 373, 384, 396, 403, 
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1. 12511., 14m., 395m, 41M, , 41411., n. 
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293, 295-296, 317m, 319, 372; letters 
from, I. 1 41, 41 1, 4x4; appointments 
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x x 2 ; references in Deane controversy, 
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2x0, 217, 218, 225, 228, 231, 242-243; 
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Coxe, Tench, II. S$6, 574, 579 

Coyette, I. 377 
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Creeks, II. 503 
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Crump, II. 393 
Cudworth, Hr., I. 374 
Cummings, Thomas, letter to, I. 2 
Cuninghome and Co., Glasgow, I. 9° 
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II. 14, 15 ; letter of, I. 450 ; orders to, 
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382, 384, 406, 439, 45i, 452, II. 48, 
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Curtis, Capt., I. xoo 
Cushing, H. A., Writings of Samuel 
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Cushing, Thomas, I. 1x3 
Custis, Col. John P., I. 159, *69, 441 
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tioned, II. 184 
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II. 148 

Dartmouth, Lord (William Legge), 1. 128, 
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Davenport, James, I. 23m 
Davidson, Gen. William, II. 210 
Davie, Col. William R., II. 210 
Davies, Col. William, II. 272, 485, 546; 

letters to, II. 244, 248, 250, 258 
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II. 526 J L „ 
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to, I. 154, 231, 243, 261, II- xr ; com- 
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tion for loan, I. 238; despatches of, 

I. 242; recall of, I. 355, 4 IO J negotia- 
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Lees, I. 373-375, 446, 457-463, H. 
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422, 426 
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Dumas, Charles W. I*\. IT. 377 
Dunkirk, cutters fitted at, II, 14, 15 
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Edmunson, James, T. 85, 87 
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Ferdinand, Prince, I. 194 
Ferguson, Dr. Adam, I. 412, 4i5n. 
Ferguson, Col. Patrick, defeat of, II. 207, 
209, 2x2 

Fergusson, Robert, I. 44 
Fincastle, vessel, II. 75, 81 
Fincastle Co., Va., I. 130 
Fishery negotiations, I. 438, II. 60, 61, 
69, 77, 95, 96, 97, 98, 103, 145, 151, 
156, 161 

Fitzgerald, Col. John, letter to, II. 354; 

mentioned, II. 378, 490, 491 
Fitzgerald, Capt. John Henry, II. 252 
Fitzhugh, Col. Henry, I. 105 
Fleming, George, II. 501 
Flemming, I. 350 
Flood, Dr., I. 64 

Florida, proposed attack on, II. 150 
Florida Blanca, Count de, II. 385 ; letter 
to, II. 386 

Folsom, Nathaniel, letter signed by, I. 
32411. 

Force, American Archives , I. i86n. 

Ford, Hezekiah, secretary to Arthur Lee, 

H. 42, 112-113, 116, 119, 122, 145, 
152, i 57 

Ford, Col. Jacob, Jr., movements of, I. 
248 

Ford, P. L., Writings of Thomas Jefferson, 

I. 2 ion. 

Ford, W. C., Journals of Congress, I. 


28n., 4on., 52m; letter presented by, 
II. 1 in. 

Fort Constitution, I. 234 
Fort Edward, I. 317, 318 
Fort Island, I. 359, 365 
Fort Lee, I. 226, 234 
Fort Mifflin, I. 331, 344, 353 
Fort Montgomery, I. 330 
Fort Schuyler, see Fort Stanwix 
Fort Stanwix, siege of, I. 317 ; negotia- 
tion at, II. 298, 300 

Fort Washington, attack on, I. 222, 233- 
234; prisoners taken at, I. 243 
Fothergill, Dr. John, I. 35, 44; letter to, 
I. 35 

Fox, Charles, I. 464, II. 26, no, m 
France, trade prohibited with, I. 128; 
American relations with, I. 204, 21 1, 
218, 221, 230, 237, 241-242, 243, 269, 
293, 311, 423, 457-458, II. 14, i5, 133“ 
134, 33 2 ; preparations for war in, 1. 2 1 5, 
252, 360 ; relations with Great Britain, 
I. 228, 352, 365, 409, 419; relations 
with Spain, I. 228 ; United States com- 
missioners in, I. 231; privateers, I. 
296; fleet of, I. 319, II. 226n.; troops, 

I. 326, 364, II. 219; vessels, I. 357, 
386, 404, 406; treaties, I. 395, 397, 
399, 401, 408, 416, II. 36, in, 126, 140, 
388; commerce, I. 406, H. 370; de- 
spatches for, I. 407 ; stores from, II. 
105; mediation of, II. 335; affairs in, 

II. 488, 501 

Francy, Th6veneau de, agent for Beau- 
marchais, I. 406, II. 160. 

Franklin, Mrs., of New York, II. 322 
Franklin, Benjamin, I. 218, 219, 232, 
238, 269, 310, II. 10, 13, 17, 22, 50, 115, 
123, 125, 135, 198; circular letter to, 
I. 125-126; letters to, I. 231, 243, 261, 
267, II. 309, 311; Hale’s Franklin in 
France , I. 243m; mission to Spain 
proposed, I. 279-280; stabbing of, 
I. 386, II. 275 ; pamphlet by, I. 401 ; 
complaints against, I. 449; plenipo- 
tentiary to France, H. 10, 18; letter 
from, II. no; enquiry held by, II. 
202 ; resignation of, II. 349, 365, 371, 
375 ; arrival from France, II. 402 
Franklin, Gov. William, I. 199 
Franklin , vessel, I. 195 
Frauer, I. 146 

Friendship , vessel, I. 104, 105, 119, 
123 


125m, 14m., 39511., 41m., 414B-, H. 
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Gadsden, Gen. Christopher, I. 1541^, 
205 

Gage, Gen. Thomas, defeat of, I. 134; 
conduct of, 1. 1 38, 163; movement of, 
I. 130 ; quartering of troops of, 1. 144 
Gale, George, II. $35 
Gardner, Dr. Joseph, II. 385 
Gardoqui, Diego de, II. 330, 331, 332, 
349, 362, 366, 368, 370, 377, 3&2, 3$5, 
38b, 387, 301, 40O 
Garner, Lieut. George, II. 245 
Garth, Charles, circular letter to, I. 125™ 
126 

Gaskins, Col, I. 87, 06, II. 240 
Gas pee , ship, I. 82 

Gates, Gen. Horatio, 1. 152, 194, 3x211., 
3x4, 330, II. iQ2, 307 ; conference with, 
I. 196; movements of, I. 201, 204, 215, 
232, 235, 315, 318, 410, IL 187, 188; 
correspondence, I. 335 ; inventory of, 
I. 339, 340, 34 5 , 3 13 I account by, I. 
346; proposed for Board of War, I. 
358; regiments, I. 365 
Geismar, Baron de, II. 56 
Genet, E. G, II. 569, 572, 573, 574, 577, 
581, 582 

George III, Address to, I. 12511. ; 
speeches, I. 254, 255, 261, II. 27; mes- 
sage of, I. 419 

Georgia, delegates, I. 132, IT. 183; op- 
erations in, II. 30, 48, 185; report 
concerning, II. 91 ; slaves, II. 187 ; 
immigration, II. 300; taxation, II, 
305; cultivation of tobacco in, II. 
305; letters to governor of, II. 3i6n., 
35m.; cession by, II. 365, 487; ces- 
sion to, II. 503 

Gerard, Conrad A., French minister, I. 
422, 423, 427, II. 43m, 50, 124, 131, 
135; letter to, I. 455; let ter from, II. 
20; recall of, It. 1x4, 119-120, 157; ar- 
rival in France, II. 182 
Germain, Lord George, intercepted letter 
of, I. 177, 185; plan laid before,'!, abb 
Germantown, engagement near, I. 325, 
328, 329m 

Germany, Emperor of (Joseph II), re- 
lations with Netherlands, II. 321-322, 
323, 33 L 335, 340, 352-353, 354, 

355, 3Qx relations with Prussia, I. 
400, 413, 431, 43b, II. 27, ox, 114, 
354, 355 ; relations with Bavaria, II. 
355 ; affairs of, II. 377 
Gerrard, William, I. 87, 96 


Gerry, Elbridge, I. 408, II. 295, 45b, 457, 
497 

Gibenie, Rev. Isaac, I. 55, 87, 96, 1L 51 
Giles, Jacob, II. 04, 200 
Gilmore, R., II. 37211. 

Glasgow, vessel, I. 17b, 182 
Glyn, I. 180 

Goddard, William, publisher, II. 87 
Goldsborough, Robert, I. 214 
Goodhue, Benjamin. 11. 408 
Goodrich, Norfolk trader, L 138 
Gordon, James, Jr., letter to, II. 4O0 
Gordon, James, I. 06 
Gordon, John, I. 9b 

Gorham, Nathaniel, president of Con- 
gress, letter to, II. 414 
Gouverneur, merchant, II. 511 
Governor JLivington , vessel, II. 12b 
Governors, circular letters to, 1L 31 bn., 

327 

Grafton, Duke of (Augustus Henry FiU- 
roy), motion of, 1. 19b, 198 
Graham, Catharine Macaulay, see 
Macaulay, Mrs. Catharine 
Graham, G. 0., II. 510, 513, 5*4, S I() , 518 
Graham, John, I. 87 
Graham, William, II. 352, 355 
Grand, Ferdinand, II. 8n. t is, 99, 4<>3 
Grant, Gen. James, L 328, 32911., II. 42 
Gray, Capt., I. (19, 8811, 

Grayson, L 80 

Grayson, William, IT. 331, 394 ; president 
of Congress, II. 423; letters signed 
by, II. 48511., 507; letter to, !L 523 
Great Britain, relations with France, L 
228, 352, 352, 365, 409, 419; relations 
with Spain, I. 228, II. 43, oi, 142; 
relations with United States after 1 784, 
II. 3x5, 318, 332 334, 340, 39b, 308 

390 

Grebouval, Gen., I. 348 
Green, Jonas, I. 12, 14 
Greene, Col Christopher, I. 344 
Greene, Gen. Nathaniel, I. 33011., II. 217 ; 
aide, of, I, 326, 327, 343 ; movements 
of, I. 362, II. 218, 225, 228, 230, 243 
Grccnleaf, publisher, II. 519 
Green wootl, British agent, I. 133 
Gregory, Dr., I. 14m. 

Grcig, Capt., I. 43, 45, 65, 94, roo 
Grenville, George, pamphlet by, L 8, xo, 
it, 13, 14 

Griffen, Leroy, I. 86, 96 
Griffon, Samuel, 1. 152 
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Gruel and Co., X. 381 
Grymes, Philip Ludwell, I. 80 
Guadeloupe, troops for, I. 357, 360, 3 66 
Guern, Baron de, II. 242 
Gunnall, Joseph, servant, I, no 
Gutridge (Guthridge, Guntridge, Gu- 
tride), fleet of, I. 253, 455, II. 75, 77, 
81, 85 

Hackerman, Gen., see Herkimer 
Hadfield, II. 367 

Hale, Edward Everett, Franklin in 
France , I. 243m 

Halifax, Lord (George Montagu Dunk), 
1-3 

Halifax, defense of, I. 436 

Hall, II. 355, 356 

Hall, David, see Hall and Seller 

Hall, Dr. R. L., I. 24m, 394 

Hall and Seller, publishers, I. 421, H. 

87 ; letter to, I. 333 
Hamilton, Dr., of Edinburgh, I. 44 
Hamilton, Alexander, II. 556 
Hamilton, Col. Henry, governor of 
Detroit, I. 342 ; prisoner, II. 57, 86 
Hamilton, Gov. James, I. 422 
Hamilton, M., I. i4on. 

Hammond, II. 516 
Hammond, Capt., I. 243 
Hammond , schooner, n. 75, 81 
Hampton, Va., affairs at, I. 157 
Hanau troops, I. 397 
Hanbury, I. 93 

Hancock, John, I. 113, 171, 187, 378, 
408 ; of Marine Committee, I. 249 ; 
letter signed by, I. 324m ; recommen- 
dation of, I. 332; pamphlet sent to, 
II. 171 ; proposition of, H. 484 
Hand, Gen. Edward, letter to, I. 340 
Hardy, Sir Charles, II. 175 
Hardy, Samuel, II. 290, 292, 319, 336; 

death of, II. 393, 394, 395, 397, 403 
Harlem, vessel, II. 75, 81 
Harmar, Lieut.-Col. Josiah, II. 385 
Harnett, Cornelius, letter signed by, I. 
32411. 

Harrington, II. 284 
Harrison, Mrs., of Eagle’s Nest, 102 
Harrison, Benjamin, I. 185, 205, 250, H. 
285, 358; of Committee of Secret 
Correspondence, I. 23m., 24m., 26m. ; 
letter signed by, H. 324m ; governor 
of Virginia, letters to, II. 270, 27s 
Harrison, Col. Charles, I. 228 
VOL. n — 2 Q 


Harrison, Joseph, H. 321, 324, 361, 371, 
375 

Harrison, Richard, H. 203 
Harrison, Col. Robert Hanson, pro- 
posed for Board of War, I. 338, 339 
Hartley, David, I. 375, II. 26, 125 
Harvard University Library, Lee Mss., 

I. i36n., 2s8n., II. 3on., 49m, i75n.; 
Sparks Mss., I. 432^, 453m, II. 124m, 
284m, 376m 

Harvey, I. 437, II. 54, 549 
Hastings, Warren, II. 431 
Havana, stores, I. 362 ; loan at, I. 363 ; 
troops from, II. 150 

Haverford College, Charles Roberts 
Autograph Collection, I. x64n., 372m, 

II. x62n., 432n. 

Havre, transports engaged at, I. 357 
Hawles, Sir John, I. 60 
Hay, Lieut. Udny, I. 312m 
Haydock, Henry, II. 537 
Hazard, Ebenezer, II. 159, 314 
Heath, Gen. William, movements of, I. 

248, 250-251, 252; letter to, I. 442 
Heilkeimer, see Hiltzheimer 
Heister, Gen. von, son killed, I. 326 
Henry, John, I. 408, II. 121, 522 
Henry, Patrick, letters signed by, I. 
144m, 398m; letters to, I. 176, 213, 
214, 227, 229, 246, 250, 251, 255, 268, 
273, 282, 287, 289, 297, 320, 322, 325, 
330, 342, 343, 359, 362, 367, 376, 380, 
396, 443, 451, IX. 2 7, 36, 37, 135, 314, 
316, 325, 33i, 486, 501, 504, 522; 
Henry’s Patrick Henry, see Henry, 
William Wirt ; governor of Virginia, I. 
205, 207, II. 358; mentioned, I. 370; 
letter from, II. 338 

Henry, William Wirt, Patrick Henry, I. 
176m, i8on., 213a., 214m, 227m, 229m, 
240m, 247m, 250m, 25m., 255m, 268m, 
273m, 282m, 287m, 289m, 297m, 320m, 
322m, 32511., 330H., 34 2 n., 343H-, 362m, 
365m, 366m, 367m, 376m, 380m, 443m, 
45m., II. 27m, 36m, 3711., 314a*, 32511., 
33m., 486m, 50m., 504m, 522m 
Herkimer, Gen. Nicholas, I. 315 
Hesse treaties with, I. 198 
Hessians, I. 204, 326, 344, 397 ; prisoners, 
I. 245, 246, 249 

Hewes, Joseph, letter signed by, I. i54n. 
Hilkeimcr, see Hiltzheimer 
Hill, Harry, I. 153 
Hillegas, Michael, I. 33 2n. 
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Hillsborough, Lord (Wills Hill), I. 33 
llillsmyer, I. 429 

lliltzheimer, Jacob, II. 292, 297, 303, 314, 
324 

1 lodge, William, Jr., instructions to, II. 

14 ; imprisoned in France, II. 562, 571 
Hoe, II. SO 

Ilolker, John, French agent, I. 429, II. 
63, 09 

Holland, see Netherlands 
Hollingsworth, Levi, I. 228 
Iloltcn, Samuel, II. 293, 447, 458 
Hooper, William, of Committee of Secret 
Correspondence, I. 23 m., 24m. 
Hopkins, I. 237 

Hopkins, Commodore Esek, operations 
of, I. 175-176, 1 82, II. 285 
Hopkins, John, letters to, II. 413, 554 
Hopkins, Stephen, letter signed by, I. 

15411. ; authority to draw on, I. 155 
Hosmer, Titus, II. 174 
Houdon, Jean Antoine, II. 402, 404, 405 
House Journals , II. 498m, 508 
Howe, of Philadelphia, II. 296 
Howe, Lord (Richard), powers of, I. 215, 
216; conference with, I. 217, 238; 
recruiting by, I. 285 ; letter of, I. 
41 in.; movements of fleet of, I, 430, 
434 

Howe, Gen. Robert, I. 195, 303? II. 53 
Howe, Gen. Sir William, I. 163, 221, 314, 
335, 343; movements of, I. 174, *75, 
185, 209, 227, 233, 234, 244, 245, 247, 
284, 286, 305, 307, 309, 3x0, 31 an., 
315, 3x6, 318, 321, 322, 359, 372, 4°L 
406; remonstrance to, I. 249, 257; 
peace commissioner, I. 41m.; return 
of, II. 27 

Hudson River, plans of fortifying, 1. 168; 

operations on, I. 185, 269, 270 
Huger, Gen. Isaac, movements of, II. 188 
Hughes, Daniel and Samuel, gun manu- 
facturers, I. 220 
Hull, Col., I. 87, 96, 384 
Hull, Capt. John, I. 87, 96, 384 
Hunter, James, I. 276, 3 ion., 359, II. 162, 
163 

Hunter, William, II. 491, 494 
Huntingdon, Lady, II. 338, 339 
Huntington, Col. Jedediah, I. 284 
Huntington, Samuel, I. 408, II. 350 
Hutchings, I. 164 

Hutchinson, Gov. Thomas, I. 107, 109, 
no 


Illinois River, possession of, II. 184 
Indians, expedition of, I. 116, 136, 137; 
relations with, I. 146, 156, 100, 341 ; 
treaties, I. 165, 184-185, II. 296, 298, 
300, 516, 329, 350, 335, 358, 373, 39 L 
393, 403; lands, I. 180; services of, L 
205; engagement with, I. 315, 517; 
southern, II. 320, 503; negotiations 
with, II. 388, 523; troubles, I. 424; 
expedition against, I. 429, 431 ; see also 
names of tribes 

Ingersoll, Jared, II, 143, 144, 577, 578 
Innis, Capt., I. x8i 
Irvine, II. 553 

Irvine, Col. William, taken prisoner, T. 
206 

Izard, Ralph, I. 446, 463, IT. 45, 186, 198 ; 
commissioner for Tuscany, I. 439; 
letters from, I. 449, II. 118, no; 
arrival from France, II. T93 ; illness 
of, II. 226; letter to, II. 229 

J. R., a London merchant, letter to, I. 
2811. 

Jamaica, operations in, I. 438, 441, II. 
196 

James River, foundry on, I. 216, 224, 316 ; 
operations in, II. 212, 224, 231, 235, 
238; navigation of, II. 358, 373 
Jameson, Dr. J. F., aid acknowledged, I. 

31521., 36211., 42511., II. 277m 
Jarvis, Capt., II. 129 
Jay, Sir James, L 375, II. 58, 338; letter 
to, I. 449 

Jay, John, of committee of Congress, I. 
125m; minister to Spain, II. 160; 
arrival in France, II. 182 ; mentioned, 
H* 375* 561 ; secretary of foreign 
affairs, letters to, II. 37511., 385 ; ne- 
gotiations of, II. 377, 382 
Jefferson, Thomas, letter signed by, T, 
14411.; letters to, I. 210, 218, 222, 285, 
292, 317, 394, 395, 401, 4X2, 4x8, 426, 
430, 437X1., II. 38, S3, 56, 82, 1 1 2, 148, 
X52, 153, 157, 167, 174, 217, 220, 222, 
357, 400, 402 ; Ford’s Writings of, I. 
2ion.; agent for treaty, I. 218, 219; 
mentioned, I. 451, II. 5 16, 542, 581; 
chosen governor, II. 60; resigns as 
governor, II. 234, 237; Washington’s 
Works of, II. 244m ; minister to France, 
II. 34Q, 365 
Jenifer, Daniel, II. 241 
Jenifer , vessel, I. 243a. 
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Jenings, Edmund, letters to, I. 24, 36 ; 
portrait presented by, I. 36, 38 ; pam- 
phlet for, I. 42 ; mentioned, I. 69, 70, 
92, 93, II. 418 

John Carter Brown Library, I. 17211., 
387m 

Johnson, Capt., I. 357 
Johnson, Joshua, II. 132 
Johnson, Thomas, I. 214; letter to, I. 369 
Johnson, W. V., aid acknowledged, I. 
2 S4n. 

Johnston, Capt., I. 25, 35, 36, 38, 42, 45, 
258, 259 

Johnston, Col., II. 307 
Johnston, Maj., I. 250 
Johnstone, Gov. George, peace com- 
missioner, I. 412, 413, 418, 427, II. 
79 

Jones, John, letter to, II. 478 
Jones, John Paul, I. 424, H- 39 2 
Jones, Joseph, I. 349 5 letter signed by, 

I. 324m ; letter from, I. 367 ; letter to, 

II. 234 

Jones, Dr. Walter, I. 52, II. 51 
Jorden, Reuben, I. 87, 96 
Josephson, II. 577 
Justicia, vessel, I. 69 

Kalb, Baron Johann de, I. 322, II. 187, | 
192 

Kanawha River, operations on the, I. 
165 

Keith, II. 497 
Kendal, Dr., II. 59 
Kenner, Rodham, I. 74, 75, 87, 94, 96 
Kentucky, immigration, II. 3°° ; sepa- 
ration of, II. 365, 382, 403 ; represen- 
tation in Congress, II. 547 
Kephausen, Gen., see Knyphausen. 
Keppel, Adm. Augustus, movements of, 
I. 394, 423, 441 ; letter from, I. 433 
King, John, I. 307 
King, Rufus, II. 561 
Kingfisher, British ship of war, I. 169 
Kinner, John, executor, I. 123 
Kinsale, II. 498 
Kirkland, Samuel, II. 346 
Knephausen, Gen., see Knyphausen 
Knobelauch, Col. B. de, letter to, H. 4° > 
information concerning, II. 4 on - 
Knox, Gen. Henry, II. 226m, 548 
Knyphausen, Baron Wilhelm von, I. 326, 
328, 329m, II. 57 
Kutt, Gerard, I. 24m 


Lafayette, Marquis de, wounded, I. 322 ; 
movements of, I. 409, II. 182, 217, 
224, 228, 229, 235, 237; mentioned, I. 
441, 442, 445, II. 30; letters from, II. 
241, 245, 365, 377 ; message from, II. 
253; letters to, II. 308, 3*L 369, 4°4; 
recommendation of, II. 309 ; letters 
for, II. 310, 329, 330, 340; return to 
France of, II. 3 *8, 349 
Lake, Henry, II. 559 
Lamb, Gen. John, letter to, II. 474; 

Leake’s Memoir of, II. 474 11 - 
Land ordinance, II. 354, 361, 362, 365, 
373, 403 ; see also Western lands 
Landais, Capt. Pierre, II. 202, 342 
Lane, Joseph, I. 23m, 87, 96 
Langdon, John, letter signed by, 1. 154m ; 
mentioned, I. 448 

Lansdowne, Marquis of (William Petty), 
I. 33, 35, 4i, 45, «8, II. no, in, 
112, 537; Mss. of, I. 34 n * ; letters 
to, I. 37, H. 127-129; pamphlet for, 
I. 42m 

Laurens, Henry, letters signed by, I. 
324m, 415m ; mentioned, I. 408, H- 
50, 69; signature of, I. 41m.; letters 
to, I. 462, II. 58, 61, 70, 72, 78, 87, 90, 
98, 100, 1 17, 130, 134, I 4b, 149, I 5°, 
159, 180, 185, 186, 192, 194, 195; oi 
committee, II. 5 2 n. ; return of, II. 

255 . , , T 
Law, Richard, letters signed by, I. 324^ 

34on., 346m 

Lawson, Capt. John, I. 64, 106, 121 
Layton, Capt., I. 129 
Leake, I. Q., Memoir of the Life and 
Times of General John Lamb, II. 47 4 n * 
Lee, of the Indian Queen, II. 296, 297, 
301, 308, 360 

Lee, Alice, sister of Richard Henry, I. 
i66n. 

Lee, Anne, daughter of Richard Henry, 
I. 118, II. 163, 489, 492, 499, 525, 554, 
557 

Lee, Anne (Aylett), first wife of Richard 
Henry, I. 32 

Lee, Anne (Pinckard), second wife of 
Richard Henry, I. 40, 49, 77, i- 1 8, 172, 
265, 454, II. I7L 280, 361, 393, 4io, 
4i7, 423, 557 

Lee, Arthur, I. 24m, 29, 60, 66, 70, 79, 
82, 93, 97, iox, 106, 135, 149, 269, 310, 
417, II. 42, 171, 205, 219, 281, 340, 39i, 
413, 418, 489, 501, 506; letters to, I. 
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10, 18, 34, 41, ii4» *3°, 231, 243* 256, 
261, 277, 305, 327, 388, 403, 408, 410, 
433, 435, 445, II. 30, xi6, 124, 175, IQ6» 
206, 224, 220, 285, 304, 5ik, 525» 537; 
account from, I. 33 ; circular letter to, 

I. 125-126; letters from, I. 276, 2840., 

32911., II. 27, 68, 76, 88, 89, 108-109, 
127-129, 175; agent to Spain, I. 281; 
movements of, I. 316, 310, IL 186, 
103, 257; negotiations of, I. 352-353, 
356, 363, II, 36; return of, I. 360, 366, 

11. 243; references in Deane contro- 
versy, I. 375, 458, 461, 464, 465, II. 
3, 4, 6, to, 12, 16, 17, 18, 24, 26, 45, 
50, 98-100, 102, 105, 108-113, 116, 
X2I, 1 25-130, 132-146, 157, 164, 168, 

1739., 176, 203, 210; memoranda by, 

3830., 38411. ; memorandum respect- 
ing, II. 4311.; vindication of, TI. 97, 
101, 107, 113, 122; allegiance ques- 
tioned, II. 277; settlement of affairs 
of, II. 328; commissioner of the 
Treasury, II. 404, 408; estate of, 

II. 553, 555*556, 558, 577-578 

Lee, Cassius, son of Richard Henry, II. 

171, 492, 527, 537 

Lee, Cassius F., 1. 200m, 31 2n., 392m 
Lee, Charles, I, 87, 96 
Lee, Charles, son-in-law of Richard 
Henry, letters to, II. 142, 489, 492, 
498, 518; mentioned, II. 476, 544, 
553 

Lee, Gen. Charles, I. no, 152, 157; 
movements of, I. 169, 170, 208, 227, 
230, 233, 235; letters to, I. 171, 

172, 174, 175, 181, x8g, 192, ig3, 
203, 205, 256; military plan of, I. 
183-184; and the seizure of Eden, I. 
18611, ; prisoner, I. 235, 249, 316; 
exchanged, I. 395 ; trial of, I. 451 

Lee, Miss E. A., II. 476 
Lee, Edmund J., Lee of Virginia, I. 7m 
Lee, Miss F., II. 459 
Lee, Flora, wife of Ludwell Lee, IL 489, 
492 

Lee, Francis Lightfoot, brother of Rich- 
ard Henry, subscription made by, L 
23m ; mentioned, I. 47, 50, 52, 53, 67, 
75, 77, 78, 86, 89, qx, 93, os, 97, 100, 
xoi, 103, 121, 122, 135, 148, 381, 405, 
446, II. 100, 107, 122, 143, 248, 580; 
shipment made by, I. 86, 96; letters 
to, I. 136, 373, 420, 422, 428, 441, II. 
1, 41, 49, 133, 146, 423, 500; certificate 


signed by, I. 260; letters from, I. 
291, 30311.-3040., 312m, 367; letters 
signed by, f. 396, 398m; delegate. 1. 
408; references in Deane controversy. 
I. 463, 464, 4O5 ; in Virginia Assembly, 
XI. 170, 184 

Lee, Francis Lightfoot, soil of Richard 
Henry, II. 278, 407 

Lee, George, son of Thomas Ludwell. II. 
280, 281 

Lee, Col. George, estate of, f. 60, <>5, 
80, 86, 89, 91, 96, 381 
Lee, George Fairfax, son of Col. Gt urge, 
I. 73, 89, 92, 95 

Lee, Hannah, daughter of Richard 
Henry, see Washington, Hannah 
Lee, Harriot, II. 163 
Lee, Henrietta, daughter of Richard 
Henry, l. 118 

Lee, Col. Henry (“Light -Horse Harry”), 
I, 44, 85, 87, 88, 94, 96, 380. 11. 35, 
406, 425, 520; letter from, IL 335; 
letters to. IL 430, 437. 545* 546, 547 
Lee, John, King’s Counsel, I. 107, 109 
Lee, Capt. John, I. 44, 73, 94 
Lee, Lancelot, T. 77 

Lee, Loudon, see Lee, Francis Lightfoot 
Lee, Lucinda, daughter of Thomas Luti- 
well Lee, II. 510, 516, 518, 527, 553 
Lee, Ludwell, son of Richard Henry, I. 
71, 280, 287, 306, 384, 403, 408, 409, 
435* 436, 442* 446, IL 35. 177. loo. 
200, 253, 279, 361, 410, 440, 401 , 492, 
498, 500, 517, 526 

Lee, Mary, daughter of Richard Henry, 
see Washington, Mary 
Lee, Matilda, wife of Col. Henry Lee, H. 
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Lee, Philip, son of .Squire Richard of 
Md., L 376 

Lee, Philip Ludwell, brother of Richard 
Henry, children of, I. 118; death of, 

l. 131, IL 223*. estate of, I. 135 

Lee, R. IL, Memoir of the Life of Hit hard 
Henry Lee and his Correspondent?, t. 

m. , 2m, 4m, 511., gn., ion., 16m, 2211., 
2611.-3011., 35m, 3611., 37m, 8211., 8311., 
inn., 140m, 14m., 2ion., 25611., 26m., 
284m, 293m, 297m, 347H-, 37in„ 41911,, 
426m, 43011., 448m, 11,53m, 56m, 1 oon., 
xo6n,, 143m, 144m, 15511., 239m, 244m, 
249m, 28311., 284m, 286m, 29711., 29911., 
304m, 314m, 317*1-. 323m, 320m, 34 m., 
348m, 357m, 3699., 3780., 39811., 
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40411., 40611., 41 in., 41 pn., 425n., 42gn., 
444n., 4Son., 456n., 46on., 463n., 466n., 
46gn., 47711., 478m, 486n., 50m., 507n., 
5ogn., 522n., 55m. 

Lee, Richard (Squire), of Lee Hall, I. 
23n., 87, 96, iisn., 119, 148, 184, II. 
68 ; letter to, II. 436 

Lee, Richard (Squire), of Md., I. 376, II. 
64, 200, 416, 476 

Lee, Richard Bland, II. 526, 535, 554; 
letter to, II. 563 

Lee, Richard Henry, applies for vacancy 
in council of Va., 1. 1, 2 ; Lee’s Memoir 
of, see Lee, R. H. ; Lee’s Lee of Vir- 
ginia, I. 7n. ; application for service 
under Stamp Act, I. 9, 16-18; sub- 
scription pledged by, I. 23m ; ship- 
ment made by, I. 86, 96 ; resolutions 
of, I. iisn., ig8n. ; letters drafted for 
committees of Congress, I. 125, 141, 
34on., 346m ; of Committee of Secret 
Correspondence, I. 23m., 258m, 26m. ; 
letter to the states drafted by, I. 24on, ; 
of Marine Committee, I. 249; certifi- 
cate signed by, I. 260; letters to, I. 
304n., 3i2n., II. 133; delegate, I. 
408; resolution confirming allegiance 
of, II. 277 ; president of Congress, n. 
309; declines appointment to Federal 
Convention, II. 415 ; resignation from 
U. S. Senate, II. 550-551 

Lee, Richard Henry, son of Charles and 
Anne Lee, II. 554m 

Lee, Sally, II. 163 

Lee, Theodoric, merchant at Alexandria, 
letter to, II. 410 

Lee, Thomas, son of Richard Henry, I. 
71, 280, 287, 307, H. 35, 408 

Lee, Thomas Ludwell, brother of Rich- 
ard Henry, I. 43, 80, 148; children of, 
I. 1 18; letter to, I. 196; death of, I. 
398, 403 

Lee, Gov. Thomas S., II. 199 

Lee, William, brother of Richard Henry, 
subscription of, I. 23m ; letters to, 
I* 38, 45, 52, 57, 58, 60, 61, 63, 67, 69, 
77, 81, 84, 88, 90, 96, 100, 103, 104, 
118, 123, 134, 147, 202, 306, 381, II. 
242, 535, 538, 549 ; mentioned, I. 42, 
114, 259m, 282, 288, 437, 439, 446, II, 
35, 208, 257, 418 ; made sheriff of Lon- 
don, I. 99; information from, I. 400, 
401 ; references in Deane controversy, I. 
461, 463, 464, II. 2, 3, 6-9, 13, 17, 19- 


25, 30, 31, 32, 45, 1 13, 1 16, 140; slaves 
of, II. 256 ; money due, II. 265 ; alle- 
giance questioned, n. 277; judgment 
against, II. 492-494; education of son 
of, II. 542 

Lee, William, cousin and ward of Richard 
Henry, II. 171, 194, 203, 219 
Leiden Gazette , II. 108 
Leland, W. G., aid acknowledged, I. 
425m, II. 277m 

Le Maire, Capt. James, I. 388, 389, II. 
i53, 158 

Lenox Library, see New York Public 
Library 

Leslie, Gen. Alexander, intercepted letters 
from, II. 21 1 
Levins Island, I. 2x0 
Lewis, Francis, I. 258n., 408, 450 
Lexington, vessel, I. 259, 259m, H. 14, 
IS 

Liberty, vessel, I. 61, 63, 64, 65, 66, 84, 
85, 86, 90, 93, 94, 95, 96, 100, no 
Library of Congress, Letters to Wash- 
ington, I. 1 44m, 145m, 149m, 15 m., 
152m, I55n., I5gn., 164m, i6gn., 20m., 
22on., 265m, 272m, 276m, 284m, 337n., 
349m, 398m, 440m, n. 52n., 212m, 
233n.., 235m, 253m, 260m, 29m., 3i7n., 
32m., 329m, 338m, 352m, 354m, 376n., 
390m, 4i6n., 425m, 448m, 476m, 
482m, 5o7n., 580m ; Papers of the 
Continental Congress, I. i98n., 268m, 
n. 3o8n.-3i2n., 316m, 326m, 3 2 7n., 
35m., 376n., 3840., 38511., 386m, 414m ; 
Jefferson Correspondence, I. 2 ion., 
218m, 222n., 285m, 29m., 317m, 39411*, 
395n., 40m., 412m, 418m, 426m, 430m, 
43 7n., II. 38m, 53m, 56m, 82m, 112m, 
148m, 152m, 153m, 157m, 167m, 174*1., 
357m, 402m ; Delaware Mss., I. 254m ; 
Monroe Correspondence, II. 286m, 
393m, 54m. ; Madison Papers, II. 
299m, 304*1., 3I9H-, 36411- 
Life, Thomas, circular letter to, I. 125- 
126 

Lincoln, Maj.-Gen. Benjamin, move- 
ments of, I. 318, 443, 444, II. 103; 
success of, H. 60, 74, 91 
Liverpool, British ship of war, 1/ 169, 
176, 189, 192, 197, II. 285 
Livingston, Col., II. 336 
Livingston, John, II. 513 
Livingston, M., 1. 464; certificate signed 
by, H. 26, 99, 126 
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Livingston, Margaret, II. 27$, 322, 35 b, 
407 

Livingston, Philip, delegate, I. 40S 
Livingston, Gov. William, attempt to 
burn house of, It, 37; letter to, II. 

35 J 

Lloyd, of S. C., I. 465 
Lloyd, Col., II. too 

London, Lord Mayor of, letter of Con- 
gress to, I. 141 
London Herald , II. 417, 4x8 
Long Island, courts, I. 219 
Long Island Historical Society, Laurens 
Correspondence, 1 . 3811., 6rn., 7011., 
7211., 7811., 8711., oon., 9811., 10011., 1 1711., 
130m, 146m, 14911., 15011., 150m, 18011., 
185m, t86n„ 19211., 19411., T0511., 46211. 
Lord North, vessel, II. 75, 8i 
Lottery, Continental, II. 104, 162-163, 
103 . 225 

Loudon, Col., I. 51 
Louis XVI, death of, II. 556-557 
Lovell, James, I. 309, II. 47, 60, 89, 90, 
143, 14311., 182, 196, 203, 205, 208, 212, 
295, 345, 447, 458; letter signed by, 

I. 407m; delegate, T. 40S; letters to, 

II. it 6, 1 17, 235; letter from, II. 185 
Loyd, I. 51 ; see also Lloyd 
Loyeaut6, Capt. Anne Philippe de, I. 

326, 345, 346, 364, 367, 368, 376, 377, 
378, 386-389 passim, 402, II. 153, 154, 
162, 22Qn. 

Lutterlough, Col. Henry E., I. 342 
Luzerne, Chevalier dc la, French minister, 
arrival of, II, 114, 116, 119, 131; 
references to, II. 145, 148, 156 

McCarty, Daniel, I. 24m, 105 
Macaulay, Mrs. Catharine, I. 42, 44, II. 

352, 355, 359 5 letter to, I. 160 
McDougal, Alexander, letter to, I. 143 ; 
information concerning, I. 143m ; bri- 
gade of, I. 223 

McEvers, Charles, letter to, II. 350 
McGee, British Indian agent, I. 341, 342 
McIntosh, Gen. Lachlan, movements of, 

L 424 

McKean, Thomas, II. 197, 206; letters 
to, II. 246, 265 

Madison, James, I. 438, II. 487, 498, 527, 

5 81 ,* letters to, II. 299, 304, 319, 364, 
382 ; minister to Spain, II. 320 
Madras, captured, I. 356, 360 
Magazine of American History , II. 540m 
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Maine Historical Society, Fogg Collection, 
I. 17211., 21311., 30311., 343m, II. 20811. 
Manduit, .vet* Mauduit 
Manly, John, transport taken by, I. 182 
Mu nokin, I. 75 
Map, I. 247 

Marbois, Francois de Barb6, II. 156, 375 
Marchant, Henry, letter signed by, 1 . 

324m; mentioned, I. 408, II. 107, 177 
; Marine Committee, I. 423, 454* II. 37, 
74* 75, Si> 106, 107, x 21, 203, 28s; 
letters from, I. 154* 249, 425, 429, 442, 
444 

Marion, Col. Francis, II. 210 
Markham, Capt., 1 . 86 
Marshall, of Richmond, II. 549 
Marshall, Col., I. 298, 299, 337, II. 2 
Martin, Col., 1 . 60, 64, 65, 87, 96, 105 
Martin, Gen., II. 486, 503, 507, 523 
Martin, Gov. Josiah, IT. 9 
Martinique, troops for, T. 357, 360, 366; 

French (leet at, II. 22611. 

Maryland, action regarding imports and 
exports, I. 1 16; convention, I. 205, 
214; operations in, I. 209, 286; 
affairs of, I. 194-105; building of 
ships in, I. 226; troops, I, 248, 273, 
318, 324, II. 186; letter to marine 
agents in, I. 249; delegates, I, 408; 
Confederation in, I. 4x8, 427, 430, 452, 
IL 48, 201 ; galleys, II. 85; letter to 
governor of, II. 316m ; assembly pro- 
ceedings, II. 358, 373, 431 ; attitude 
toward Constitution, II. 467 
Maryland Historical Society, I. 170m, 
18611., 187m, 2x7m, 219m, 225m 
Mason, Col. George, 1 . 135* 148, 150, *96, 
348 , 375 , 381, 451 , II- 5 , 4 °, 55 , 176, 
203 ; letters to, II. 65, 419, 438, 466 ; 
Rowland’s Life and Correspondence 
of, II. 65m, 43811. ; suit with Wm. Lee, 
It. 492-494 

Mason, George, Jr., II. 176 
Massachusetts, armed preparations in, I. 
124; seizure of proscribed Americans 
of, I. 132-13 3; troops, I. 137; sup- 
plies from, T. 184; building of ships 
in, I. 226; letter to council of, I. 252 ; 
delegates, I. 408, 459; controversy 
with N. Y., II. 326; assembly pro- 
ceedings, II. 388, 431 ; adoption of 
Constitution in, IL 464, 465 ; amend- 
ments proposed to Constitution, 11 . 
469, 474 , 484 
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Massachusetts Bay, petition from house 
of representatives of, I. 107, 109; 
letters to council of, I. 407, 429 
Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Letters and Papers, I. 359n., II. 172m, 
1 73m; Jefferson Papers, I. 183m; 
Waterston Collection, I. 37&n.; Health 
Papers, 1 . 442m ; Collections , II. 213m ; 
Washburn Collection, II. 3 87m, 498m 
Massenbach, appointed engineer, I. 

174 

Matlack, Timothy, II. 286 
Mauduit, Israel, I. 438 
Maxwell, Gen. William, movements of, 
I. 418; letter to, I. 432; letter from, 
I. 458, 466 ; success of, II. 37 
Mazzei, Philip, I. 431, 438, 439? 444, II- 
152, 372 

Mead, Col., II. 261 
Mediterranean passes, I. 238 
Mercer, Judge, II. 278 
Mercer, Brig.-Gen. Hugh, death of, I. 
245 

Mercer, James, controversy with Lee, I. 
9n., i6n. 

Mercer, John, II. 301, 302 
Merry, Capt., II. 460 
Miami River, treaty at, II. 388, 391, 393, 
403 

Middleton, Henry, president of Conti- 
nental Congress, circular letter signed 
by, I. 126 

Mifflin, Gen. Thomas, I. 152, 194, 229, 
3 33, 358; appointment of, I. 150; 
conference with, 1. 196 ; movements of, 
I. 246, 305 ; letters to, I. 347, 349, II- 
69 ; appointment to Board of War, I. 
350 ; plan proposed by, I. 35° 

Miller, Capt. Christopher, II. 366-367, 
435 

Mills, J., I. 381, 384n. 

Miralles, Juan, II. 368 
Mississippi Co., I. 106 
Mississippi River, navigation of, II. 60, 
61, 69, 98, 103, 151, 156, 161, 184, 306, 
315, 318, 320, 330, 332, 366, 377, 382, 
391, 426, S7i 

Mitchell, Capt., I. 97, ioon., 103 
Mitchell, Adam, of London, I. 98 
Molleson, I. 43, 44, 51 
Money, see Currency 
Monmouth, battle of, I. 447 
Monroe, H. 257 
Monroe, Catherine, I. 123 


Monroe, J., I. 24m 

| Monroe, James, letters to, II. 286, 393, 
422, 541 ; delegate, H. 298 ; tour of, II. 
298, 299; return of, n. 323; letter 
from, II. 391 ; letters signed by, II. 
545, 546 

Monroe, John, II. 239 
Montaudinne, merchant, II. 166 
Montgomerie, Thomas, I. 102, 148 
Montgomery, Gen. Richard, movements 
of, I. 156, 161, 163 ; account by, 1. 165 
Monthieu, John J., II. 63, 106 
Montreal, operations at,~ I. 1 53, 159; 

surrender of, I. 161, 165 
Moody, II. 539 

Moravians, letter to, I. 323, 324 
Morehead, II. 491 

Morgan, Gen. Daniel, movements of, n. 

187 ; letter to, II. 216 
Morgan, Col. George, charge against, I. 

340, 341 ,* letter to, I. 346 
Morgan, Dr. John, director general, I. 

167, II. 178-179 
Morocco, treaty with, II. 430. 

Morris, I. 273, 364 

Morris, Gouvemeur, I. 408, II. 77, 198; 
letter to, I. 140 ; draft of letter by, I. 
41411. 

Morris, Maj. Jacob, I. 174 
Morris, Robert, I. 186, 408, II. 99, 102, 
282, 424, 432; letters to, I. 252, 268; 
letter of, II. 63 

Morris, Thomas, I. 238, 259n., II. 20, 21, 
22 ; death of, I. 463, II. 3, 7, 23, 24 
Morristown, N. J., operations at, I. 250 
Mortimer, Dr., I. 30 
Mosquito shore, II. 347, 349 
Mount Washington, possession of, I. 226 
Moxley, overseer, II. 515 
Moxley, A., I. 77 

Muhlenberg, Gen. Peter, movements of, 
II. 209, 210 

Murray and Co., II. 432 

Muse, I. 422 

Muse, Daniel, I. 123 

Muse, Hudson, I. 87, 89, 96, 123, H. 580 

Muse, Lawrence, II. 580 

Musket, II. 498 

Nancy, British ship, I. 164 

Nantes, destruction of ship from, I. 274; 

transports engaged at, I. 357 
Nash, agent of Wih. Lee, I. 91, 92, 97 
Nassau, I. 102 
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Navy Board, I. 420 
Nelly, frigate, I. 104 
Nelson, Maj. John, II. 181 
Nelson, Thomas, I. 51, 102 
Nelson, Gen. Thomas, I. 196, 200, 420, 
1L 240; governor of Va., letter to, II. 
262 

Netherlands, I. iqq; trade prohibited 
with, I. 128; position of, I. 433: rela- 
tions with United States, 1. 435, II. 
332; ship built in, II. 4; attitude of, 
II. 27 ; prohibition on stores removed, 
II. 46; treaty with, II. 76; affairs in, 
II. 86, 431 ; trade, II. 115 ; relations with 
Germany, II. 321-322, 323, 331, 335* 
340* 352~35.h 354, 355, 30 1 ; civil war 
in, 1 1. 437 

Neufville, Jean de, II. 78 
New, Capt., I. 77 

New England, planters, I. 107, ioq; 
British troops for, 1. 188; operations 
in, I. 276, 286, 287 
Newfoundland, fishery, sre Fishery 
New Hampshire, building of ship in, 
I. 226 ; letter to governor of, II. 316m ; 
assembly proceedings, II. 388, 431 ; 
attitude toward Constitution, II. 466 
New Jersey, assembly of, I. 131 ; armed 
preparation in, I. 138; convention, I. 
213; operations in, 1. 227, 234, 248, 
251, 253, 257, 20&, 302, 417, 418, 420; 
Tories, I. 285; delegates, I. 408; 
troops, I. 4x8; Confederation in, I. 
427* 430, 453 ; representation in Con- 
gress, II. 547 

New Orleans, stores, I. 36a; loan at, I. 

363 ; letter from governor of, L 364 
Newport, operations at, I. 434 
Newton, John, I. 2411. 

Newton, W., I, 2311. 

New York (city), evacuation of, II. 158, 

167, 241 ; letter to postmaster at, II. 
310; Congress at, II. 317, 319; letter 
to mayor of, II. 376 

New York (state), plans against, I. 128“ 
lag; situation in, I. 130, 134* *37; 
assembly of, I, 13s; operations in, I. 

168, 173, 185, 193, 203, axx, 214, 215, 
221, 232, 451, II, 37* 4&, 5G 54 i Brit- 
ish troops for, I. x88; Tories, I, 285; 
delegates, I, 408; Confederation in, I. 
452 ; controversy with Mass., II. 326; 
attitude toward Constitution, II. 466 

New York Cautk, I. 289 


New York Historical .Society CoUtctitms t 
Lee Papers , I. 17m., 1740., *7$n., 
iHin., 192m, XQ3H., xg6n., 2030., 

205 n. ; Deane Papers, II, xo8n., X2$n. r 
132m, 13811. 

New York Journal, II, 5x9 
New York Public Library, Ford Collec- 
tion, I. 6on., 84m, 147m, 40911.. II. 

1420., 248m, 25711., 2gon., 410m, 4x511., 

436m, 489m, 54 55011., 554x11. ; 

T. B. Myers Collection, I. 67m, 29511., 
369a,, 45m., II. 2i(m., 54711.; Samuel 
Adams Papers, I. non., inn., 1270., 
167m, 207m, aun., 307m, 3Un.» 

34811., 353m, 30011., IT. 43, son., 73m, 
75m, 7611., 16811., 20011., axon., ax8n., 

28011., 293m, 34m., 346m, 444n., 

45611., 4830., 49511. ; Emmet Col- 
lection, I. 123a., 208m, 2 1 211., 240m, 
a63n., 340m, II. 4111., 413m, 4850.; 
Bancroft Collection, II. 35 on., 395x1. 

New York State Library, II. 4 son. 
Niagara, Indian treaty proposed for, I. 

185; proposed expedition to, 2. 193 
Nicholas, Robert Carter, I. 39, 78, X13, 
183 

Nicholson, Capt. James, I. 170, 187, 2x7, 
219, 225-226, 357, II, 58, x 2 x 
Nicks, Capt., I. 41, 42 
Noailles, Marquis de (Louis Marie), I. 

419, 423, 427 
Nominy Ferry, II. 240 
Norfolk, Va., affairs at, I, x$2-x$3, X57; 

defense of, I. 223 
Normandy, Duke of, II, 368 
North, Lord (Frederick), I. 3, 5, 400, 
404, II. 26, 79, no, 125, 294; concilia- 
tory plan of, L 136, 137 
Northampton, Committee of, I. 164 
North Carolina, troops, I. 292, II, 52, 
1 81, 207, 209, 218; trade, I, 363; 
report concerning, II. 91 ; Immi- 
gration, XL 300; taxation, II. 305; 
delegates, II. 319; revoltcrs, II. 365; 
cession by, II. 365, 523; attitude to- 
ward Constitution, II. 466; repre- 
sentation in Congress, II. 547 
Northeast boundary, II. 318, 333 
Notharn (Hotham?), I. 265 

Ohio Indians, I. 156m 
Oldham, Capt., X. 87, 96 
Oliver, Lieut. -Gov. Andrew, X, 107* X09, 
xxo 
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Oneida Indians, 1. 409 
Orange, Prince of (William V), II. 78 
Orvilliers, Count Louis G., French, ad- 
miral, II. 175 
Osgood, Samuel, II. 458 
Otis, James, I. 113 

Otter, British ship of war, I. 169, II. 

75, 81 

Owen, I. 437 

Packard, Joseph, transcript made by, I. 

8on. ; aid acknowledged, I. 392m 
Page, Capt,, I. 64, 67, 73, 90, 91, 95 
Page, John, I. 327, 334, II. 115; letters 
to, I. 254, 263, 295, 315, 342, 387, 409, 

II. 41 ; letters from, I. 255, 424, 443 
Page, Mann, Jr., II. 51, 182; certificate 
signed by, I. 260; letters from, I. 
291, 303n., 304m 

Paine, Robert Treat, II. 171, 291, 408 
Paine, Thomas, letter to, I. 310 
Palmer, Capt., II., 283 
Palmer, W. P., Calendar of Virginia State 
Papers, II. 48m. 

Pamunkey River, II. 334 
Panton, Miss, governess, I. 384 
Paradise, John, 39, 40, 46, 47, 48, 50, 

53 , 78, 95, 380 
Paris, archives, I. 329m 
Park, Capt., 1. 103 
Parker, II. 185, 221 
Parker, of Westmoreland, I. 299 
Parker, Sir Peter, in Va., I. 175 
Parker, Richard, I. 24m, 32, 42, 86, 96, 
127, 297m, II. 51, 257 ; letter to, I. 33 
Parker, Col. Richard, II. 180 
Parliament, acts of, I. 287, 289 
Parsons, Gen. Samuel Holden, move- 
ments of, I. 330 
Passeren, Maj, de, H. 56 
Paterson, William E., II. 522 
Peabody, Dr. Nathaniel, letter to, II. 204 
Peace commissions, I. 412, 417, 418, 421, 
427, 447, II. 49, 54; letters to, I. 411, 
414 

Peachy, Col., I. 96 

Peaie, portrait painter, I. 76, 77 

Peirce, Joseph, I. 24m 

Peirce, William, I. 23m 

Pemberton, Israel, I. 320 

Pendleton, Edmund, letters to, 1. 190, II. 

3i4n., 469 ; mentioned, I. 164, II. 439 
Pendleton, Judge Henry, of S. C., II. 
439 
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Pendleton, John, clerk, I. i55n. 

Penet, P., II. 27, 28 
Penn, II. 64, 71, 160 
Pennsylvania, and the taxation meas- 
ures, I. 30; action regarding imports 
and exports, I. 116; building of ships 
in, I. 226; troops, I. 248, 318, II. 217, 
229; situation in, I. 351; delegates, 

I. 408, II. 295 ; relations with Congress, 

II. 76, 80; boundary dispute with 
Virginia, II. 187 ; provisions from, II. 
1 91; attitude toward Constitution, 
II. 467 

Pennsylvania, Historical Society of, 
II. 44on. ; Dreer Collection, I. 346m, 
II. 217m, 22on., 222n., 244m, 25on.j 
258m, 262m, 270m, 372m, 534m, 
545m,* Etting Collection, I. 4440., 
II. 559n. ; Langdon Collection, I. 
448m, 453m, II. 8on., io6n., 144m, 
274a., 283m ; Conarroe Collection, II. 
104m; McKean Collection, II. 246m, 
265m; Sprague Collection, II. 422m 
Pennsylvania Gazette, I. 333m 
Pennsylvania General Advertiser , letter 
to the printer, I. 457 
Pennsylvania Journal, I. 253 
Pennsylvania Packet , I. 14m., II. 5, 
io8n. ; letters to editor of, II. 108, 125, 
132, 138 

Penny, pirate, II. 273 
Percy, Lord (Hugh), 1. 135 
Perkins, of London, I. 98 
Perkins and Brown, I. 97 
Perry, William, II. 252 
Peters, of Philadelphia, H. 39 
Peters, Richard, of Board of War, II. 56 
Petrie, Prof. George, aid acknowledged, 
H. 354n. 

Petrie, Samuel, correspondence, H. 139, 
140, 141 ; mentioned, II. 203 
Philadelphia, armed preparations at, I. 
138; operations at and around, I. 
230, 235, 238, 331, 342-343, 344, 349, 
396, 402, 405, 409,- 410, 413 ; Conti- 
nental Congress returned to, I. 258, 
263, 265; defense of, I. 270-271; pos- 
session of, I. 328, 329m ; withdrawal 
of British army from, I. 417, 418; 
arrest of merchant from, II. 333; 
artillery at, H. 334; church conven- 
tion at, II. 388, 400-401; Congress 
to meet at, II. 530, 531; plague at, 
II. 560 
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Philipse, Frederick, L 137 
Phillips, Lieut. -Col. William, move- 
ments Of, II. 210 

Pickering, Timothy, proposed for Board 
of War, I. 338; appointed adjutant- 
general, I. 35° 

Pickett, Coi. Martin, letter to, II. 411 * 
mentioned, II. 525, 526 
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Porterfield, Col. Charles, II. 181 

Port oust, Rev. I)r., I. 42, 70. 73 

Portsmouth, Va., defense of, I. 223, 324; 

operations at, II. 183, an, 245 
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L 197, 358 
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in, I. 183 ; dispute with Spain, I. 223, 
356; relations of United States with, 

I. 325, 239; union with Bourbon com- 
pact, I. 357“3SS, 3^6 ; trade, II. 392 

Posey, Price, II. 437 
Post Office, II. 358, 373, 4°3> 548 
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212; navigation of, II. 358, 364, 37°. 
373, 377, 390 
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Prager, II. 337, 34 L 360 
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II. 3 2t, 329, 381; mentioned, II. 128 
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S°4 
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249, 283, II, 36; exchange of, I. 442, 
II. 37-38, 56-57 
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Provision Act, II. 189, 19x0.-192x1. 
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1 14, 354, 355 1 affairs of, IL 377 
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letter to, II. 5 
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187, 217, 210, 2 35; marine agent, 
instructions to, I. 240 
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INDEX 


Reprisal, vessel, I. 290, II. 14, J 5 
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operations, I. 428, 43° 5 an< ^ the ^on- 
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Rochford, Lord (William Zuylestein), I. 

33 

Rochford, preparations at, I. 357 
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II.326; letter from, II. 385 
Rutter, II. 494 
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Sael, Capt., II. 232 
St. Bees, I. 71, 89, 91, 163 
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of, I. 3*2n., 31 3 i 5 
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315 , 318, 333 
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St. Lucia, operations at, II. 34 
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Savannah, operations against, II. 167, 
183 
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to, I. 276; movements of, I- 315; 
letter from, I. 326 

Schweighauser, John D., I. 307, II. 64, 
ii5» 257, 4i4 

Scott, application of, II. 491 
Scott, letter to, I. 335, 337 
Scott, tailor, I. 91 

Scott, Gen. Charles, movements of, II. 
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Scudder, Nathaniel, 1 . 458, II. 595 letter 
to, II. 164 

Seabury, Bishop Samuel, II. 388 
Seal, of Va., I. 205, 207m 
Searle, James, letters to, II. 104, 162 
Seine, vessel, I. 357 
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Seller, William, see Hall and Seller 
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Senex, Lee’s reply to, II. 5~n 
Senate Journal, II. 507, 508 
Senegal, sloop, I. 434 
Sensible, Le, French frigate, II. 119 
Sergeant, Maj., II. 456 
Sergeant, Jonathan D., I. 35°, H. $8» 
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Shawnees, IL 298, 329, 33°, 335 
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Shepard, Dr., I. 89, 92 
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320, 3522, 324, 336, 337, 340, 360, 367, 
37 X, 374, 392, 397, 4°6, 409, 4*7, 427, 
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5<So,575 
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30m.* 302m, 307m, 309m, 312m, 320m, 

32211.. . 324a., 328m, 3360., 337m, 
34on.„ 355n,, 3 6on., 3670., 37xn,, 
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52gn. , 53011., 53m., 533n., 5439., 55511., j 
557n. , 5609,, 5639., 575X1* 

Ships, captured, I. 139-140, 173, 176, 
204, 206, 239-240, 243, 275, 424, 426, 
II. 353; instructions to purchase, 

I. 154; building of, I. 216, 219, 224, 
225, 226, 249-250, II. 4; resolutions of 
Continental Congress concerning, I. 
239; movements of, I. 252-253, 254, 
279, 283 ; embargo on, I. 357, 366 ; 
destroyed, I. 357, 362, 404, 406, 413, 
434 ; see also names of vessels 
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Simpson, court-martial of, I. 212 
Simpson, Capt. II. 274, 275 
Sitgrenves, John, II. 352, 353, 354, 355 
Six Mations, I. 156m, 195; treaty with, 

II. 296, 298, 300, 316, 355 
Skinner, R., I. 65 
Slavery, I. 10, it, II. 287 

Slaves, proclamation offering freedom to, 
I. *t>3, 164; transfer of, II. 187; loss 
of, II. 242, 256 
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Pa., II. 528 
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I&4-I35 
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tions in, I. 210, II. 39, 185, 204; loan 
in, 1. 363; delegates, I. 408, II, 92; 
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II.52; report concerning, II. 91*. 
slaves, II. 187 ; immigration, II. 300 ; 
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cession by, II. 365 ; representation in 
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South Carolina Gazette, II. 129 
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Laurens Papers, I. 252m 
Southern Literary Messenger, I. 375***> 

40311., II. 409., 9211., 1780., 1890., 

2799., 2879., 3829. 

Spaight, Richard D., II. 323 

Spain, trade prohibited with, I. 128; 
preparations of war in, I. 215, 360; 
dispute with Portugal, I. 223, 356; 
relations with France, I. 228; rela- 
tions with Great Britain, I. 228, II. 
43, 91, 142; relations with U, S., I. 
237, 242, 262, 267, 281, 31 1, 419 420, 
435, 446, II. *4, 1 14, 145. *50, *58, 
3X5. 3*8, 320, 332, 377, 426-427, 57* ; 
U. S. agents for, I. 243 ; ships, I. 404 ; 
proposed mediation of, II, 88; letter 
to prime minister of, II, 386 
Spark, William, I. 249. 

Sparks, Jared, Correspondence of the 
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Spencer, Maj.-Gen. Joseph, I, 365, II. 60 
Spicer, Randall, II. 412 
Spotswood, I. 87, 96 
Spotswood, Gen., II. 224, 261 
Squires, Capt., I. 170 
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Stamp Act, X. 9, 10, 13, 15, 16, 2211., 31 
Stanard, W. G., in Virginia Magazine of 
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Stanhope, Capt. Henry, conduct of, II. 
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Stanley, Hans, I. 401 
Stark, II. 531 

Stark, Gen. John, movements of, I. 318 
Starr, shoemaker, II. 361, 441 
States, circular letter to, I. 240 
Stephen, Gen. Adam, movements of, I. 

153, 224, 283 
Stephenson, I. 375, 465 
Stephenson (Cornelius) and Co., II. 

511, 512, 514 
Steptoe, Dr., I. 403 
Steptoe, Elizabeth, I. 24m 
Steptoe, James, letter to, I. 68 
Steptoe, Thomas, II. 381, 399, 435 
Steuben, Baron de, movements of, II. 

217, 235, 238; letter from, n. 334 
Stewart, Capt., II. 407 
Stewart, Col., I. i66n. 

Stewart, John, I. 42 
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tion to, I. 249 

Stone, Thomas, I. 214, 225, 408, H. 439 
Storer, II. 408 

Stormont, Lord (David Murray), I. 319 
Stradler, John, appointed engineer, 1. 174 
Stratford Landing, engagement at, II. 269 
Suffolk Co., resolves of, I. 124 
Sullivan, Gen. John, I. 171 ; movements 
of, I. 195, 251, 305, 428, 434 
Sumner, Gen. Jethro, movements of, H. 
209 

Sun Inn, I. 32411- 

Swan, Maj. Joseph, I. 285 

Swan, schooner, I. 444, 445 

Sweden, commercial treaty with, H. 388 

Taliaferro, Col. William, I. 47, 49, n. 
242 

Talman, Capt., I. 9 

Tarleton, Sir Banastre, movements of, 
II. 187, 209 
Tarpley, Col., I. 87, 96 
Taxation, I. 349, 352, 354, 37L 373, 379, 
382, 392-393, 406, H. 48, 188, 284, 300, 
305, 344, 423-424; of American 
colonies, I. 5-7, 10 

Tayloe, Col. John, I. 51, 65, 79, 87, 96, 
209, 313, 386; illness of, I. 424, 429; 
death of, U. 49 


Tea, duty on, X. 28 ; for South Carolina, 
1. 133 ; disposition of, I. 143-144 
Tea party, Boston, I. 107, 109 
Temple, John, I. 459, 466, H. 136 
Templeman, Will, I. 97, 106, 118 
Thomas, Gen. John, in Canada, I. 195; 

death of, I. 204 
Thompson, Dr., I. 86, 96 
Thompson, Dr. Thomas, letter to, II. 239 
Thompson, Gen. William, in Canada, I. 
195 ; movements of, I. 204; defeat of, 
I. 206 

Thomson, merchant of Philadelphia, II. 
407 

Thomson, Charles, secretary of Con- 
gress, I. 41 5n., IT. 59; letters to, II. 
384, 385 

Thornton (Triplet and Thornton), I. 87, 
92, 96, 381 

Thornton, Col. Francis, I. 75, 87, 96, 105 
Thornton, George, I. 92 
Thornton, Maj. J., secretary to Arthur 
Lee, H. no, in, 112, 126, 127; letters 
of, I. 465, II. 125 
Thornton, Peter Presley, I. 65, 96 
Thornton, Col. Presley, I. 40, H. 270, 
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Thorp, II. 539 

Three Friends , schooner, II. 560 
Thruston, Col., H. 416 
Ticonderoga, possession taken of, I. 137 ; 
operations at, 1. 222, 279, 290 ; evacua- 
tion of, I. 232, 3i2n., 315, 317 
Tilghman, Matthew, I. 214 
Tillotson, Mrs., H. 356 
Toulon, I. 357 

Tracy, banking house, n. 280, 281 
Trade, obstruction of, I. 262, 278, 280, 
327-328, 455, II. 183; with British 
army, I. 369-370 ; with France, 1. 399 ; 
public, I. 431; opening of, I. 435; 
improvement of, H. 46; comments 
upon, II, 289; with China, II. 362- 
363 ; treaties, II. 379, 381 
Travis, Col., II. 242 

Treaties, foreign, I. 218; of commerce, 
I- 395, 397, 399, 4°L 4°8, 416, II. 36, 
in, 126, 140, 332, 340, 379-38 i, 3&8 , 
399, 430; see also Indians, treaties, 
and names of countries 
Trent, I. 97, 98 

Trenton, operations around, I. 230, 241, 
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Troops, provincial, I. 13s, 137, 138. *57 ; 
British mercenaries, I. 178, x88, 192, 
iqq, 218-210, 28411., 390; ^ vtso 
Continental army 
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master general, I. 330 
Trumbull, Gov. Jonathan, II. 177 ; 
letter to, II. 172 

Trumbull, Joseph, commissary, I. 283 
Tryon, Maj.-Gen. Gov. William, 1. 58-59, 
168, II. 9; burnt in effigy, I. 175; 
movements of, I. 175; killed, I. 281, 
282, 296, 302 

Tryon Co. Militia, I. 317 
Tucker, Dean, I. 173 
Tucker, Henry, letters to, I. 158 
Turberviilc, George, I. 23m, 79; letter 
to, II. 290 

Turberville, John, I. 57, 65, 79, 87, 96 ; 

education of sons of, I. 202 
Turner, Col., II. 459 
Turner, Thomas, 1. 101 
Tuscany, Grand Duke of, I. 243 
Two Sicilies, ports opened to U. S., II. 
36 

Tyson, Mrs. A. Morris, acknowledg- 
ment to, I. 580. 

Valentine, steward, II. 242 
Valley Forge, American army at, I. 410 
Van Berckel, Peter, minister from 
Netherlands, letter to, II. 323 
Van Dyke, Nicholas, II. 198, 206 
Varnum, Brig.-Gen, James M., I. 354 
Vassey, Peter, servant, I. no 
Veillon, Capt., II. 29 
Vergennes, Comte de (Charles Gravier), 
letters of, I. 32 gn., II. 15, 137 
Vienna, U. S. agents for, I. 243 
Virginia, council of, I. 1, 2, 3; proceed- 
ings of assembly of, I. 4, 17, 31, 34, 36, 
31, 38-39, 45, 61-62, 63, 83-84, 90, 
106-107, 108-109, in-112, 1 1 4, 116- 
X17, X2i, 136, II. 48, 90, 180, x86~ 
187, 189, 190, 202, 206-207, 209, 214, 
215, 3x6, 234, 237, 281-282, 285, 301, 
3*9, 325,358, 37*, 373, 378, 379, 390- 
391, 401, 403, 416, 420, 440; address 
to delegates from, I. 130; provincial 
congress of, I. 131 ; delegates to Con- 
tinental Congress, I. 134, 29X, 331, 
II, 206, 306, 359, 372; tea banished 
from, I. 144; convention, I, 146, 147, 
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I. 162; martial law proclaimed in, I. 
164; affairs in, 176-177; money sent 
to, I. 185-186; government of, I. 
iqr, 203, 205, 207; seal of, I. 205, 
2070.; building of ships in, I. 226; 
troops, I. 248, 273, 292, 318, 322 , 390, 
428, 443, II. 52, 53, 72, *58, 180, i8r, 
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232, 239, 246, 349, 252, 268, 275; 
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II. 72-73, 307, 209, 211, 318, 219, 220, 
322—223, 228, 229, 230, 232, 233, 234, 
337, 242-243, 24S, 251, 261 ; loan for, 
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sion of lands by, II, 214; emigration, 
II. 300; disturbances in, II. 4371 
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28511., 38211., 423m, 5 1 On., 52511., 5376. 
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Virginia Historical Society, II. 2420., 
553m; transcripts, L 4a., 7m, urn, 
i2n., 14m, aan., 32a., 33a., 38m, II. 
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The Letters of Richard Henry Lee 
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“ Another valuable source of history is put at the disposal of the general 
reader. The volume is full of first-hand information, and provides not 
only interesting reading, but throws new light upon the most critical 
period of our history.” — Brooklyn Citizen . 

“ It contains about five hundred letters written by Richard Henry Lee to 
various persons, all of them reliable texts, taken from original manuscripts 
, or transcripts, many of them of great public and historical importance, 
much of it preserved by his correspondents, scattered widely here or 
there. Lee’s distinguished public services, patriotically given to the 
founding and development of the American Republic, together with the 
wisdom and loyalty which characterized these services, render these ‘Let- 
ters ’ very valuable. They constitute a contribution of rare value to the 
historical and colonial literature of the country.” — Telescope. 

“ A welcome and valuable addition to the documentary history of the 
Revolution.” — New York Sun. 

“The letters will be welcomed for their historical as well as intrinsic 
value for biographical purposes.” — Boston Herald. 

“An important contribution to historical literature and should prove 
deeply interesting to the student and entertaining to any reader.” — Balti- 
more Evening Sun. 

Correspondence of William Pitt 

When Secretary of State with Colonial Governors and 
Military and Naval Commissioners in America 

Edited under the auspices of The National Society of the Colonial Dames 
of America. 

By GERTRUDE SELWYN KIMBALL 

Two Volumes. Cloth , illustrated \ 8vo , $ 6.00 net ; postage extra 

“ This collection presents in chronological order all that is of historical 
importance in the correspondence of Pitt with the colonial governors and 
naval and military commanders, on the continent of North America and 
in the West Indies, during those years in which he held the position of 
secretary of state. It is a valuable work on the colonial period of our 
history. The documents have been copied from the originals in the Pub- 
lic Record Office in London.” — Critic . 
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Edited by WORTHINGTON C. FORD 
To be Completed in Twelve Volumes 

Each volume Cloth y 8vo, $j.jo net 

Only those writings which are of a permanent historical value 
and which are essential to a comprehension of the man in all his 
private and public relations are chosen for this notable collec- 
tion. Nothing has been suppressed by the editor which can 
contribute to this main purpose. John Quincy Adams led a very 
eventful life, more than fifty y'ears of it having been passed in 
public service. He was at all times a prolific writer and corre- 
spondent and has left behind him a great mass of material. A 
discriminating selection from this will be of the utmost value, not 
only because of the light which it throws upon one of the leaders 
of our early democracy, but also in that it will serve to vivify the 
social customs of an age that is past. The years covered by the 
first volume are 1779 - 1796 . The second volume covers the 
years of 1796 - 1801 . It contains the letters and dispatches which 
were written by Mr. Adams while he was United States Minister 
at The Hague and at Berlin, and when he was the only Ameri- 
can representative in Europe of experience. The third volume 
covers the interesting period between 1801 and 1810 . 

“ The unsealing of most interesting material ... the remaining volumes 
will be anticipated by students of history with keen interest.” — Boston Tran- 
script 

“ . . . whoever begins the work will be sure not only to finish it, but to 
follow it up with the ensuing volumes no matter how many there may be.” — 
James L. Ford in The New York Herald . 
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“ THE BEST BIOGRAPHY OF A GREAT MAN EVER WRITTEN ” 


The Life of William Ewart Gladstone 


By the Rt. Hon. JOHN MORLEY 

Editor of “ English Men of Letters,” Author of “Burke,” “Machiavelli,” “Walpole,” 
“On Compromise, 51 “Voltaire,” “ Rousseau,’ 5 “Richard 
Cobden,” “ Studies in Literature.” 

New edition in two volumes. Cloth y 8vo, $ 5.00 net 

“The work before us has more than fulfilled our expectations; it is indeed a 
masterpiece of historical writing, of which the interest is absorbing, the author- 
ity indisputable, and the skill consummate.” — The Saturday Review , London. 

“ It is a great task greatly achieved, a grand portraiture of a grand subject on a 
great scale and in a worthy style.” — The Spectator , London. 

“ The volumes show a powerful intellect and a practised hand, controlled by the 
loftiest principles, at work upon a great theme in a spirit of absolute impartial- 
ity.” — New York Tribune . 

“A wonderful and satisfying portrait ... an absorbing story of palpitating 
life.” — The Evening Sun, New York. 


Correspondence on 
Church and Religion of 
William Ewart Gladstone 

Selected and Arranged by D. C. LATHBURY 

Two volumes. Cloth , 8vo, illustrated , $5.00 net , expressage extra 

The work of the Right Hon. William Ewart Gladstone, one of England’s noblest 
statesmen, has always claimed serious attention. In this selection from his cor- 
respondence, covering a period of over sixty years of eventful history, will be 
found the carefully considered views of a free and untrammeled thinker on the 
momentous religious controversies and movements of his period, chronologically 
arranged under the following headings : 

Vol. I. Church and State, 1829-1894. — Ecclesiastical Patronage and Univer- 
sity Reform, 1869-1885. — The Oxford Movement, 1840-1894. — The Scottish 
Episcopal Church, 1858-1862. 

Vol. II. Oxford Elections, 1847-1865. — The Controversy with Rome, 1850- 
1896. — The Controversy with Unbelief, 1864-1896. — Education, 1843-1894.— 
Letters of Mr. Gladstone to his Children, 1847-1893. — Personal, 1826-1896. 
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* ‘ We have no hesitation in saying that this work will live as one of the greatest 
biographies in the English language. * ’ — The Daily Chronicle , London , 

The Life of Florence Nightingale 

By SIR EDWARD COOK 

With Photogravure Portraits 

Two volumes . Cloth, Svo, $7.50 net ; carriage extra 

“This book,” says the author in his Introductory remarks to this notable 
biography, “ is not a history of the Crimean War, nor of nursing, nor of In- 
dian administration. Something on all these matters will be found in it ; but 
only so much of detail as was necessary to place Miss Nightingale’s work in 
its true light and to exhibit her characteristic methods. So, also, many other 
persons will pass across the stage — persons drawn from many different 
classes, occupations, walks in life ; but the book does not aim at giving a 
detailed picture of 4 Miss Nightingale’s circle.’ Her relations, her friends, her 
acquaintances, her correspondents only concern us here in so far as their deal- 
ings with her affected her work, or illustrate her character.” 

The biography is in two volumes and is divided into seven Parts. Part I 
tells the story of Florence Nightingale’s early years and her early aspirations 
for a life of active usefulness. Part II is devoted to the Crimean War, where 
it was as Administrator and Reformer rather than as the Ministering Angel — 
the Lady with the Lamp — that her peculiar powers were shown. Part III por- 
trays her laying her plans for the health of the British Soldier — the period of 
her close cooperation with Sidney Herbert. Part IV describes, a<$ its main 
themes, the work she did as Hospital Reformer and the Founder of Modern 
Nursing. Part V deals with a new interest in her life and a new sphere of her 
work. Her efforts on behalf of the British Soldier, at home led to a like 
attempt for the army in India. Then gradually she was drawn into other ques- 
tions, till she became a keen Indian reformer all along the line. Part VI 
continues this subject, and introduces another sphere in which her influence 
had important significance, namely, the reform of the Workhouse Nursing ; 
and as one thing led to another it will be seen that Florence Nightingale de- 
serves also to be remembered as a Poor Law Reformer. Part VII comprises 
the last thirty-eight years of her life — a period which, though it has admitted 
of more summary treatment, was full of interest. It deals with her literary 
work and her studies in Plato and Christian Mystics. An endeavor is made 
to portray her as the “Mother-Chief” (as she was called) of the nurses. It 
describes other of her projects and realizations, and so brings the long and 
wonderful life to a close. 

It should be pointed out that for the purposes of this work Sir Edward 
Cook has had access to the family papers, and has therefore been able to pre- 
pare the first full and authentic record of Florence Nightingale’s character and 
career. The volumes are rendered additionally attractive by the inclusion of 
several interesting portraits. 

“ A masterly biography which not only puts into a permanent record her whole-souled de- 
votion and humanity, but relates the history of one of the greatest and most fruitful move- 
ments of modern time. For as Sir Edward well says, her nursing mission in the Crimean War 
was only the starting point. ... He has put the essence of saintliness into good literature 
and sober history.” — The Pall Mall Gazette. 

“ A noble biography.” — The Daily News, London. 
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Life of Edward Bulwer (First Lord Lytton) 

By His Grandson, THE EARL OF LYTTON 

Cloth, 8vo , Photogravures, Two volumes. $7.30 net; carriage extra 

This is the first complete and authoritative life of the famous 
novelist and statesman which has been given. 1 ^ world. It 
has been prepared by the present Earl of Lytton, and is cun Gained 
in two volumes, with portraits and other illustrations. 

The author explains that in publishing this memoir he has 
sought to fulfill an inherited obligation long overdue. When his 
grandfather died he left instructions that his Life was to be writ- 
ten by his son. In fulfillment of this duty a first instalment of 
two volumes appeared in 1883. Before the work, however, could 
be carried further, death again claimed a victim in the person of 
the biographer himself. The present Lord Lytton has now at- 
tacked the task, putting together a narrative that will enable the 
world to form a true estimate of his grandfather’s career as author 
and statesman, and of his character as a man. He has deemed 
it better to rewrite the w r hole story, so that the reader may have 
before, him the work of a single hand. An autobiographical por- 
tion, dealing with the first twenty-five years of the famous novel- 
ist’s life, and a few other passages from the earlier published 
volumes, have, however, with some revision, been retained. 

In this work is told the full story of the domestic tragedy of 
Lord Lytton’s marriage. The present writer considers that 
“ neither Lord Lytton nor his wife could give an accurate history 
of their relations from the beginning, because the mind of each 
was biased by their knowledge of the end.” 

“ When I came to deal with this difficult subject,” he continues, 
“ I naturally had the same hesitation as my father, the same 
doubts as to how much of this story it was necessary or desirable 
to tell. I soon came to the conclusion that it was necessary to 
tell all or nothing, and of the two alternatives I adopted the for- 
mer. As it was impossible to give a true picture of my grand- 
father without referring to events which overshadowed his whole 
life, and which were already partially known to the public, I de- 
cided to tell the whole story as fully and as accurately as possi- 
ble, in the firm belief that the truth can damage neither the dead 
nor the living.” The history of this marriage is given fully in 
the eight chapters which form the second book of the first volume. 
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